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EXPOSITION 

of  the  three  firft  Chapters  of  Genefig, 
EXPLAINED  and  IMPROVE^  , 

19  k  r  &  s  i  nr 

stw  four  difpenfations  contained  in  the  Scriptures  *TOm 

age  to  age,  are  revealed. 

* 

e  o  m  ?  r  i  a, i  n  o 

sfcc  trevel  of  MYSTICAL  and  POLITIC 
BABYLON,,  and  the  deftru&ion  thereof. 

OR  THE 

GOSPEL  GLASS,  or  travel  of  ZION’s  CHURCH 
in  the  World ,  until  the  opening  of  the  !aft  great  and 
feventh  fea!,  when  the  myftcry  of  GOD  is  fini- 
i'hed  5  and  the  JU BILLED  TRUMP  pro¬ 


claim  Alleluai  and  Salvation. 
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A  N 

EXPOSITION 

of  the  three  fir  ft  chapters  of  Genefis 
EXPLAINED  and  IMPROVED,  &e* 


Genesis  chap,  i.  i. 

Jn  the  beginning  God  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth  .* 

HERE  is  the  firfi:  manifeftation  God  gave  of  his  Al¬ 
mighty  power,  wifdorn  and  his  eternal  love,  to 
tue  childrenof  men,  and  union  with  them  *  and  by  his 
name  Jehovah,  a  God  that  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come, 
a  jufl  G  od  and  a  Saviour ,  fee  Exod.  vi.  3.  I  faiah  xlv.  a  I. 
fee  aifo  John,  iv.  24,  God  is  a  fpirity  &c.  Thefeare  the 
three  characters  in  1  John  v,  7,  For  there  are  three  that 
bear  record  in  heaven  the  Father ,  the  Wordy  and  the  Holy 
Ghoji ,  and  thefe  three  are  one.  By  the  word  here  men¬ 
tioned  we  are  referred  to  John  \»  1,  2,  3,  4,  5  ;  Heb.  u 
2,  3  ;  i  Peter  i.  25  ;  which  is  Jefus  Chrift,  God's  on-  . 
!y  (on,  which  was  in  the  beginning  with  God,  and  this 
word  was  God  ; — by  whom  alfo  he  made  the  worlds,  and 
this  is  the  word  which  by  the  Goipd  is  preached  unto 
you.  And  all  things  were  created  by  him,  and  for  him* 
and  he  is  before  ail  things,  and  by  him  all  things  confifc. 
As  things  created  that  are  in  heaven,  and  that  arc  in  the? 
earth,  vifible  and  invifiblc,  for  it  plealed  the  father  that 
in  him  fhould  all  fulnefs  dwell,  fee  Colo.  i.  chap.  There¬ 
fore  as  he  is  the  wifdorn  of  God,  and  the  power  of  God, 
it  was  manileft  that  he  come  in  the  beginning  of  the  vol¬ 
ume  of  the  book.  See  Prov.  viii.  22,  The  Lord  poffef- 
fed  me  in  the  beginning  of  his  ways  before  his  works  of  old, 
8cc.  r 

So  now,  by  his  fpirit  he  hath  garnifhed  the  heavens  t 
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his  hand  hath  formed  the  crooked  Terpen?;  Jobxxvh 

xvu  4-  The  Lord  harh  made  all  things  for 
hmilelf,  yea  even  the  wicked  for  the  day  of  evil.  See 

a  To  Roto  xi.  36  ;  Pfalm  xxxiii.  6.  For  of  him  and 
(through  him  aie  ail  things,  &c.  By  the  word  of  the 

Lord  were  the  heavens  made,  and  all  the  hoft  of  them  by 
the  breath  of  hia  mouth. 

Therefore  all  things  are  contained  in  the  created  heav- 
ens  and  the  earth,  that  appeared  good  or  evil ;  as  rruni- 
e“5r  Jn  theaifpenfation  of  the  providence  of  God  to  the 
children  ot  men  in  this  world,  that  (hall  rake  place  from 
generation,  to  generation  through  time. 


V  £RSE  2. 

* 

And  the  earth  was  without  form  and  void,  and  dark - 
%efs  was  upon  the J ace  of  the  deep,  and  ibe  Jpint  cf  God 
moved  upon  the  face  of  the  waters* 

Here  we  have  an  account  of  the  chaotic  ftatc,  this  our 
Globe  was  in  when  firft  created,  ail  in  a  heap  confufed. 
Jer.  i /.  2j»  \v  ithout  form  and  void  of  any  apparent 
opening,  or  oiftinction,  between  one  thing  and  another, 
and  the  Spirit  of  God  moved  upon  (he  face  of  the  waters 
SO  garnifh  the  firmament  heavens  with  the  Sun,  Moon 
and  Stars,  that  wennightfee  with  djfba&ion,  every  thing 
rhat  is  created,  and  underhand  thdr  order  and  their  names 
and  their  place,  and  ufefu-lnels,  for  the  fervice  of  rnaa 
when  divided,  &c.  &c. 

Which  as  firft  created  undivided,  being  void  of  light. 
OarkneU  was  that  which  covered  the  face  of  the  whole 
creation,  m  the  vail  mentioned  inlfa.  xxvf 7.  The  cov¬ 
ering  calf  over  all  people,  and  the  vail  that  is  fpread 
*»ver  all  nations.  Of  this  created  elementary  matter.God 
formed  the  creature  man, and  he  was  made  fob  fed  to  van¬ 
ity,  not  willingly,  for  he  had  no  hand  nor  will  in  his 
creation,  nor  formation,  por  being  conftituted  ro  this 
(ubjcdipn,  but  k  was  by  reafon  of  him,  that  is  Chrift* 
V'ho  iutjcded  the  fame  in  hope  of  a  deliverance,  there- 
from,  fay  the  ref ur re&iori  of  Chrift.  By  this  we  under- 
iLntg  rh>tr  the  natural  Earthly  ma»  formed  of  the  duft, 
tyau*ooiliiu:cd  void  ot  Ipir itual  light*  and  fo  remained, 
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till  thcfpirir  of  Chrift  moved  upon  their  mind,  to  gfr* 
them  to  conceive  ©f,  and  underftand  things  fpiritual  and 
eternal.  So  the  natural  was  firft,  then  the  fpiritual  fc% 
a  Cor.  xv.  46. 

VERSE  3, 

And  God Jaid>  Lei  there  be  light :  and  there  was  light. 

Thus  the  abfolute  power  of  God  was  manifefted,  by 
his  commanding  every  thing  that  he  had  created,  to  give 
way  for  light  to  break  forth,  that  by  its  prevailing  pow¬ 
er,  darknefs  might  difappear  and  vanilb,  &c,  as  in  Pfa. 
stxxiii.  9,  10,  ii,  to  the  end,  for  he  fpake  and  it  was 
<done,  he  commanded  and  it  flood  faft. 

Thus  God  hath  fpoke  every  thing  into  being  by  the 
word  of  his  power,  according  to  hiscounfel,  and  ordered 
them  to  keep  their  place,  courfe,  diftinftion,  and  revo¬ 
lution,  according  to  his  command.  So  that  nothing  caa 
move  in  the  courfe  of  providence  in  the  Icaft  degree  con¬ 
trary  to  God’s  defign  $  for  if  it  ftiould,  God  would  b t 
no  longer  God  Jehovah,  fee  Mic/iii.  6;  James  i.  17. 
Therefore  as  God  placed  light  in  the  natural  Son  to  fe- 
parare  between  the  light  and  the  darknefs  of  this  world, 
even  io  Jefus  Chrift,  was  that  true  light,  which  lighted* 
every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world.— This  (hows  his 
univerfal  love  to  ail  the  children  of  men  unconditional* 
and  without  exception. 

Verse  4,  5. 

And  Cod  Jaw  the  light ,  that  it  was  good  :  and  God'  di % 
aside  d  the  light  from  the  darknefs. 

And  God  called  the  light  Day ,  and  the  darknefs  he  eat* 
led  Dig  hi.  And  the  evening  and  the  morning  were  the 
Jn7  day. 

Here  is  theetcrnal  counfcl,  and  purpofeof  God  man- 
ifttted  to  the  children  of  men  as  they  come  into  exig¬ 
ence,  which  light  God  law  was  good,  as  all  light  flows 
from  him  in  whom  is  nodarkneis,  fo  all  things  were  or¬ 
dered  by  hinrj  alone.  See  Job  xxxvii.  18.  Haft  thou 
Wlih  him  fpread  out  the  fky,  which  is  ftrong  and  is  a  mol.* 


ten  looking  gUfs  ?  (that  caufes  darknefs  to  pafs  away.) 

Thus  in  the  beginning  in  the  firlt  days  wo»k,  Chrift 
wumfefted  himfelf  the  Saviour  of  all  men.  I  fa.  xli.  4* 
Who  hath  wrought  and  done  it,  calling  the  generations 
from  the  beginning  ;  I  the  Lord  the  firft,  and  with  the 
hft,  I  am  he.  See  ifa.  xiiv.  24.  Tm  s  faith  the  Lord 
ihy  redeemer,  and  he  chat  formed  thee  from  the  womb,  I 
am  the  Lord  that  maketh  all  things,  that  ftretch  forth  tht 
heavens  alone,  that  fpreadeth  abroad  the  earth  by  my- 
idi.  Therefore  as  G  )d  hath  done  it,  it  (hall  be  forever,, 
nothing  can  be  put  to  it,  nor  any  thing  taken  from  ir* 
«nd  God  doth  it  that  men  fhould  fear  before  him  ;  fee 
Ecde.  ni.  24.  Rom.  xi.  36  ;  as  God  faith,  Ifa.  xlv.  7.  I 
form  the  Light,  and  create  Darknefs ;  I  makepeace,  and 
create  evil  i  I  the  Lord  do  al!  thefe  things.  See  Job 
xxxiv.  20,  2i,  22,  23.  job  ii.  10.  And  as  God  is  a 
fyftem  and  fountain  of  light,  he  formed  and  placed  iighz 
in  the  great  Luminaries  for  the  fa;  vac  ion  of  man  that  can¬ 
not  be  fhaken,  but  God  created  darknefs,  which  mu  ft 
fee  ihaken  and  aeftroyed  by  the  power  of  the  light,  both 
in  2  temporal  and  fpirituai  fenfe. 

Thus  by  the  firft  day  we  arefhewnthe  eternal  wifdom 
*nd  power  of  God,  in  his  abfolutely  appointing  before 
the  world  began,  every  thing  that  doth  or  can  appear  in 
the  annals  of  time,  thac  as  it  is  wifdom,  becaufe  nothing 
«he  can  lead  the  van  through  the  ddpenfation  of  provi¬ 
dence,  winch  is  God's  care  for  his  people,  and  all  ths 
works  of  h;s  hands.  So  light  difeovers  to  man  all  his 


enemies,  and  leads  him  in  the  paths  of  fafety  through 
time  here  ^  a  type  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  light  of  Ifrael, 
•nd-a  light  given  to  the  Gentiles,  and  is  the  light  that 
fhincth  in  darknefs,  and  the  darknefs  comprehended)  it 
a  or  :  John  i.  5  ;  1  C  or.  ii.  14 ;  So  as  darknefs  was  fir  ft 
h  was  rhar,  out  of  which  God  formed  the  crooked  ferpenr. 


^ ices  in  man's  heart  or  mind,  that 
if  evil.  This  (hows  his  anger  en- 
>  in  his  favour  is  life  :  weeping 
a,  but  joy  cemeib  in  the  morning* 
C.  liv.  7  ;  Pfa.  Ixiii.  3  \  Ifa.  xviu 
i.ii  we  iC  c  u  is  by  the  power  and 
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love  of  God  fhining  in  our  hearts,  that  deftrers  darknefs 
and  unbelief,  and  lays  the  enmity  of  cite  mind,  and  re¬ 
veals  to  the  children  of  men,  that  eternal  life,  which  was 
theirs  in  Chrift  before  the  world  began.  And  the  even¬ 
ing  and  the  morning  were  the  fir  ft  day. 

Thus  God  hath  manifefted  to  the  children  of  men, 
what  he  defigned  before  his  works  of  old-,  that  fhould 
come  to  pals  in  time  by  Jefus  Chrift,  whom  he  hath  ap¬ 
pointed  heir  of  all  things,  by  whom  alfo  he  made  the 
worlds.  So  through  whom  Hull  all  things  contribute  to 
the  real  good,  and  happinefs,  of  all  Adams'  offspring 
both  in  time  and  eternity. 

Versi  6  to  the  16. 

Hereby  is  God's  infinite  power  and  wifdom  manifeft- 
cd  in  ftretching  forth  the  firmament  heaven  by  expanfion 
alone,  which  he  garnifhed  by  his  fpirit,  with  the  Sun, 
Moon  and  Stars,  to  feparate  between  light  and  darknefs* 
lb  by  the  firmament  called  Heaven  becaufe  it  being  gar- 
nifhed  with  thefe  luminaries,  from  which  flows  the  grear- 
eft  blefiednefs  and  happinefs  poffible  to  the  children  of 
men,  for  their  comfortable  fupport  through  time,  for  by 
it  the  waters  are  divided  from  the  waters,  and  dav  from 
night  :  and  the  evening  and  the  morning  were  the  fecond 
day. 

Again,  God’s  parental  love  and  care  for  his  people, 
is  (hown  in  his  gathering  together  the  waters  under  heav¬ 
en  unto  one  place,  which  he  called  fea,  that  the  dry  land 
might  appear,  which  he  called  earth  according  co  his 
command,  and  decree,  for  which  fee  job  xxxviii.  8,  9* 
ao  ;  Prov.  viii.  29;  and  God  faw  that  it  was  good. 

Now  as  God  had  conftituted  the  earth,  in  this  pofition 
with  a  principle  of  rule,  he  faith  with  a  commanding  pow¬ 
er,  Let  the  earth  (as  1  gave  if  leave )  bring  forth  graft, 
the  herb  yielding  fee d,  and  the  fruit  tree  yielding  fruit, 
after  his  kind,  whofe  feed  is  in  itfelf  upon  the  earth,  ami 
it  was  io.  And  now  as  if  the  product  did  vifibly  appear* 
and  God  faw  that  it  was  good,  Luke  vi.  4.  And  the 
evening  and  the  morning  were  the  third  day. 

Again*  that  the  ufcfulacis  of  the  lights  God  placed  m 


rfee  fin-mmeni  cfche  heaven,  might  appear,  he  find  was  tit 
divide  the  day  from  the  night,  and  let  them  be  for  fig  ns 
snd  for  fcafons,  and  for  days  and  years,  to  give  light  up¬ 
on  the  earth,  and  it  was  fo ;  fee  Pfc.  Ixxiv.  16,  to. 
And  God  made  two  great  Lights,  the  greater  light  to 
ru»e  the  day,  and  the  Idler  light  ro  rule  the  night,  he 
made  (tars  aifo,  thde  was  to  give  light  upon  the  earth, 
and  God  law  that  iivias  good,  and  the  evening  and  tint 
morning  were  the  fourth  day  *  fee  job  xxxviii,  I  2,  13* 
Pi  a,  vi'ii.  3. 

Again,  and  God  (aid  let  the  waters  brinp  forth  abund- 
antly,  moving  creatures  that  hath  life  :  and  fowls  that 
may  fly  above  the  earth  in  the  Open  firmament  of  heav¬ 
en,  and  when  God  had  commanded  the  waierv  element 
to  yield  a  lupport  to  every  living  creature  thac  he  had 
created,  and  placed  therein,  mightbring  forth  abundant¬ 
ly  after  their  kind,  which  they  did  according  to  his  or¬ 
der,  and  every  winged  fowl  after  his  kind  :  and  God  lav? 
that  it  was  good,  and  God  bleffed  them  faying  be  fruit¬ 
ful  and  multiply,  and  fill  the  waters  in  the  feas,  and  lee 
fowls  multiply  in  the  earth,  and  the  evening  and  the 
morning  were  the  fifth  day  ;  lee  Job  xxi.  41.  Gen,  viij. 
Prov.  x.  17.  Pfa.  cxxviii.  3.  22.  Thus  hath  God  fayed  I 
fpread  abroad  the  earth  by  myfelf. 

Here  obferve  that  every  thing,  and  every  creature, 
wherein  is  the  breach  of  life,  created  in  the  element,  and 
their  order  and  travel  in  this  life  is  declared,  and  God 
bleffed  them,  both  man  and  bcaft,  which  the  Lord  reveal¬ 
ed  to  Noah  by  an  everlafting  covenant,  in  and  by  Chrift  $ 
fee  Gen.  ix.  8,  9,  10,  11,  12  ;  Gen.  viii.  2t,  22  ;  Pfa. 
cxlv.  8  to  the  15  ;  Gen.  vii,  8. 

Now  altho*  all  things  were  created,  and  their  order* 
given  to  them,  how  every  creature  fliould  condudl  in  the 
world,  fo  as  to  enjoy  the  bleffing  of  God,  in  this  life  5 — *■ 
yet  no  creature  was  formed  into  viable  objefts,  for  he 
Cilleih  things  that  are  not  as  yet  to  come  to  pafs,  as  if 
they  were,  and  the  creature  as  conftitiued  in  this  fenfe, 
was  made  fubjeft  to  vanity,  as  above  laid  ; — And  as 
C  hr  ill  by  whom  &  for  whom  all  things  were  made,&  by 
whom  all  things  confift,  that  he  might  have  the  pre-emi¬ 
nence.  It  is  laid*  Viris 


(->-) 

V IRSE  26. 

4nd  God  /aid  let  us  make  man  in  our  image ,  after  cut 


As  chis  is  the  firft  account  we  have  in  the  facred  vol¬ 
ume  of  roan’s  being  made.  Therefore  God  laid  let  us*> 
three  in  office,  that  bear  record  in  Heaven,  the  Father, 
die  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  chefe  three  are  one, 
1  John  v.  7.  This  record  points  us  to  the  Book  of  life*? 
in  the  lamb,  wherein  wiidom  hath  written  the  names  of 
si!  the  Lamb’s  company.  And  as  the  image  of  God  \% 
iiolmds,  juftice,  love  and  perfection,  &c.  and  his  like- 
nefs,  peace,  love,  human  benevolence,  &c.  eternally  wa$ 
fo,  and  eternally  will  be. 

Therefore  the  man  in  cflence  :  who  is  worthy  to  bear 
this  character,  was  not  an  impaled  Ample  being,  but 
was  eternal iy  the  lame  Jehovah,  a  God  that  was,  and  is, 
and  is  to  come. 

This  man  here  mentioned  is  that  man  of  whom  Aaron 
rhe  high  pried  was  a  tvpe  ;  Lev.  xxyi.  3,  4.  Exod. 
xxviu.  4  ;  which  man  was  Chnh  jefus, — of  whom  Ad¬ 
am  was  a  figure,  but  when  the  fulneis  of  the  time  was 
come.  God  fenc  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a  woman,  made 
under  the  law,  to  redeem  them  that  are  under  the  law, — ■ 
G  ah  w.  4,  5.  Forafmueh  then  as  the  children  are  par¬ 
takers  of  fie iit  and  blond,  he  alio  himfelf  likewile  took 
part  of  the  fame, — Heb.  ii.  14.  This  is  the  new  man 
which  after  God  is  created  in  riRh'teoufnefs,  and  tree 
h  drnds,— Ephe.  iv,  24,  as  in  Colo,  iiu  10,  la»t  part.' 
After  the  image  of  him  that  created  him,— in  Eltb.  i.  3, 
who  being  the  brightness  of  his  glory,  and  the  exprels 
image  of  his  perfon, — d'n  Colo.  ii.  9,  for  it)  him  tiwel- 
kth  ail  the  fullnels  of  the  Godhead  bodily. 

So  he  was  an  abfoluteGod,  and  a  perfectly  righteous 
man,  who  did  no  fin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his  month, 
1  Pet.  ii.  22.  Ifa.  iiii,  9.  And  the  word  was  made  fiejh 
and  dwelt  among  us,— John  i.  14.  1  Tim.  iii.  16. 

God  man  deft  in  the  fieffi,  &c.  thus  C hr i ft’s  prepared 
body  in  which  he  come  into  this  world,  he  being  h  • 
father  s  agent*wa$  full  of  grace  and  truth.  Thus  he 
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crested  and  made  in  God’s  image,  being  upheld  by  De¬ 
ity.  So  he  walked  in  the  days  of  his  fiefh  after  God’s 
likenefs,  tor  God  was  in  him  reconciling  the  world  unto 
hujnfelf,  not  imputing  their  trefpafies  unto  them,  2  Cor. 
v.  ip.  This  man  was  not  made  fubjeft  to  vanity,  being 
perfect  :  he  laid,  John  iv.  30,  for  the  prince  of  this  world 
cometh  and  hath  nothing  in  me,  no  imperfedtion.  Yet 
beirg  a  faithful  high  pried  for  his  finfui  brethren,  in  fym- 
pathy  with  them,  he  was  touched  with  the  feeling  of 
their  infirmities,  and  was  in  al !  points  tempted  as  they 
are,  and  was  made  fubjedl  to  bufferings,  yet  without  fin  ; 
and  as  all  power  was  deposited  in  Chrid,  ir  is  faid,  Pfa. 
viii.  6,  7,  8,  9, — Thou  made  ft  him  to  have  dominion 
over  the  works  of  thy  hands,  thou  had  put  all  things  un¬ 
der  his  feet.— -Then  mentions  many  particulars, — as  ev~ 
fy  creature  that  moveth  on  the  earth,  and  ffeth  in  the 
air,  or  paffeth  in  the  leas,  and  then  gives  the  glory  to 
God  O  Lord,  our  Lord, how  excellent  is  thy  name  in  all 
the  earth. 

Mow  as  all  mankind  was  included  in  Chrid,  and  as 
they  were  made  by  him  and  for  him.  Thus  it  is  faid  in 

Verse  27* 

So  God  created  man  in  bis  own  image,  in  the  image  of 
God  created  be  him ,  (then  in  the  plural  number  inclu¬ 
ded  in  him)  male  end  female  created  be  them . 

Thefe  them  are  they  mentioned  in  Ephe.  i.  4, —Ac¬ 
cording  as  he  hath  chofen  us  in  hum,  before  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  world,  that  we  fhou!$  be  holy,  and  without 
blame  before  h;min  love.— Rom.  vki.  2 8,  to  the  end  of 
the  Chapter, — 2  Tim.  i.  9,  io, —  1  Tim.  ii.  3,  4,  5,  6. 

I  chink  b,y  thefe  texts,  above  cited,  and  likewife  by  the 
whole  fydem  of  the  feriptures  of  truth  fully  prove,  that 
k  was  the  will  of  the  unchangeable  God,  that  all  men 
fhould  be  faved,  and  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth,  which  is  Chrid  :  thefe  God  knew,  and  did  pre- 
deftinate  to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  fon. — * 
Them  he  called  juftified,  and  glorified  ;  for  as  in  Adam 
all  die,  even  fo  in  Chrid  fhall  all  be  made  alive.  It  is 

not  left  to  the  will  of  the  creature  man,  whether  he  will 

or 
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«r  nor,  but  God  fays  he  (hall  be  made  alive.  There¬ 
fore  this  was  God’s  purpofe  before  the  world  be¬ 
gan,  that  as  we  have  borne  the  image  of  the  earthy,  we 
(hall  alfo  hear  the  image  of  the  heavenly.  Therefore  it 
is  in  Chrift  only,  that  God  made  us  in  his  image,  after  his 
likenefs. 

Verse  a§» 

And  God  bleffed  them ,  (in  him  in  whom  all  the  families 
of  the  earth  are  bleffed,)  and  God  faid  unto  them ,  be  fruit - 
M  and  multiply  and  replenijh  the  earth ,  (as  it  is  God’s 
win  that  one  generation  lhould  fucceed  another,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  covenant  order,  by  ordinary  generation, 
they  fhould  multiply  and  replenifh  ihe  earth  with  their 
own  kind;  as  he  hath  given  them  directions,  that  they 
might  enjoy  the  promifed  bldlings  of  God  in  this  life, 
as  m  Pfa.  cxxviii,— Bleffed  is  everyone  that  fcareth  the 
Lord,  that  walkerh  in  his  ways.  Thy  wife  (hall  be  as  a 
fruitful  vine  by  the  Tides  of  thy  houie,  thy  children  like 
olive  plants  round  about  thy  cable,— the  Lord  dial!  bit fs 
thee  out  of  Zion,  yea,  thou  (halt  fee  thy  childrens  chil¬ 
dren,  and  peace  upon  Ifrael.  i  Cor.  vii.  3, — Let  the 
hufbmd  render  unco  the  wife  due  benevolence  ;  and  like- 
wife  alfo  the  wife  unto  the  hufband.  See  1  Pec,  iii.  7. 
The  fame  command  was  given  to  Noah, — Gen.  ix.  1,) 
and fubdiie  it  :  (that  the  earth  may  yield  its  produce,  for 
the  fupporc  of  man,)  and  have  dominion  over  xvery  living 
thing,  that  moveth  upon  the  earth. 

Thus  man  received  power  from  his  redeemer  :  to  rule 
overall  the  creatures  that  God  had  created*  sad  was  un¬ 
der  Chrift  the  head  or  nature. 

Verse  29,  30. 

In  thefe  two  verfes  is  manifefted  the  wifdom  and  faith^ 
fulnefs  of  God  to  ms n,  and  to  every  living  creature* 
that  he  hath  created,  wherein  h  the  breath  of  life,  or  a 
living  foul,  in  that  he  hath  given  all  that  he  hath  com¬ 
manded,  and  doth  caufe  the  earth  to  bring  forth,  to  be 

meat  for  man,  and  beaft  of  every  kind,  io  that  no  man 
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tha£  walketh  in  wifdoms  ways,  have  any  caufe  to  ctefpai* 
of  a  comfortable  fupport  through  time,  for  the  ways  of 
wilcorn  and  pieafamnds  and  aii  her  paths  are  peace*  and 

it  Was  fa.  A  r  * 


VlRSE  31, 


,  And  God f aw  every  iking  that  he  had  made  :  and  behold 
J?  //Ver^  ^°°^9  anc *  and  the  morning  were  the 

1  hus  God  did  in  the  beginning  of  time,  manifeft  him- 
jelf  as  a  univerfal  benevolent  parent  of  the  univcrlc, 
\vhole  name  is  Jehovah, as  an  omni-parent,  who  bringeth 
forth  all  things,  and  did  as  an  omni-prefent,  and  an  orn- 
Xiifcien t  God. — He  faw  every  thing  that  he  had  made* 
shat  according  as  he  haa  conllituted  them,  and  defigned 
them,  for  the  rnanifeftation  of  his  declarative  glory,  and 
the  peace,  comfort,  and  falvation  of  mankind  in  this 
world.  So  he  laid  behold  it  was  yery  good,  not  evd. 

Out  of  the  mouth  of  the  moft  high,  proccedcth  not  evil 
and  good, — Lamen.  in.  38. 

So  God  who  worketh  all  things  after  the  counfcl  of 
his  own  wid,  hath  laid,  — —  I  form  the  light  and  create 
darknefs*  I  make  peace  and  create  evil,  jj  the  Lord  do 
^il  thefe  things,— lu.  xl  v.  7.  The  Lord  kvilerh,  and 
maker h  alive,  and  bringeth  down  to  the  grave  and  bring¬ 
eth  up, —  1  Sam.  ii.  6.  1.  hus  God  m  his  omnipotent 

power,  according  to  his  abfolute  appointments,  ordered 
every  thing  that  he  had  created,  to  hear  his  voice  and 
come  forth,  and  make  their  vifible  appearance  in  th  s 
world,  in  his  time  and  due  lea  Ion,  wherein  aii  things  are 
beautiful. 


So  that  as  God,  in  his  pm qi regency  ruleth  over  a!), 
nothing  fhali  aifer  one  title  in  the  courfe  of  providence 
Contrary  to  hi*  d<  hgn  ;  as  in  Eccle.  in.  <4,—!  know  mat 
whatfoever  God  doth  u  fhali  be  forever,  nothing  can  be 
put  to  jt,  nor  any  duno  taken  from  it  $  and  God  doth 
that  men  iliould  Icar  before  hum  Therefore,  wo  un« 
to  hum  that  ft « i  vet  h  with  his  maker;  fhali  the  clay  fay 
to  him  that  fafhiont*th  it  what  maketh  thou. — i  have 

•  *  ‘  ■  t  /  I  1  '  •  .  <  C  J  t  •  T  K  V 

fiudt  the  tank,  and  created  man  upon  it.  1  my  hands 
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fuve  ftretched  out  the  heavens,  and  all  their  hoft  have  I 
commanded. 


There  God  manifefteth  his  love  to  man,  hv  ail  things 
he  had  created,  through  a  redeemer.  Thus,  I  have  raif- 
rd  him  up  in  righteoufnefs,  and  will  direft  all  his  ways, 
he  (hall  build  my  city,  and  he  fhall  let  go  rrw  captives 
not  for  price  or  reward,  faith  the  Lord  of  hoft s. — See  I  la. 
sdv.  9,  so,  ii,  12,  13.  Hofeaxiv.  4.— I  will  heal  their 
hackflidings,  I  will  love  them  freely,  for  mine  anger  is 
turned  away  from  them.  By  this  it  is  obvious,  that  God 
was  fa  id  to  be  angry  with  mankind,  becaufe  they  did 
for  fake  his  ways  in  backfliding  from  him,  and  by  obier- 
ving  lying  vanities,  did  forfake  their  own  mercy,  and 
walked  after  their  own  counfel,  and  not  in  the  way  of 
God's  woulding,  wherein  his  juftice,  a£i  confiftcd. 

Therefore  it  was  a  juft  and  righteous  thing  with  God, 
to  (lay  their  enmity,  unbelief  and  darknefs,  which  was 
the  caufe  of  their  rebellion,  by  which  they  were  brought 
into  captivity.  So  now  in  love  and  pity,  for  a  fmall 
moment,  to  forfake  them,  and  in  a  little  wrath  hide  his 
f.icc  from  them  for  a  moment,  but  with  everlafting  kind- 
nefs  will  have  merev  on  thee,  faith  the  Lord  thv  redeem- 
cr.  Weeping  may  endure  for  a  night,  but  joy  m  the 
morning. ——See  Ifa,  liv.  7*  8.  Pla.  xxx.  5.  Iia.  lxui+ 
Rom.  xi.  23.  Lamen.  Hi.  31  to  the  37. 

Thus  it  appears  though  we  were  reckoned  dead,  be¬ 
fore  time,  yet  our  life  was  hid  with  Chnft  in  God,  that 
as  certain  as  he  fmjl  appear  who  is  our  life,  we  (kali  ap¬ 


pear  alf>  with  him  in  glory.  Pla.  xxxii.  7 I  hou  art 
xny  hiding  place,  thou  (halt  preferve  me  from  .trouble, 
thou  fh  ait  com  pa  is  me  about  with  longs  of  deii  ve«  *nc.e. 


i 


Sdah.  Pfa.  mi.  20, —  Thou  fhait  hide  them  mu 
fee  ret  of  thy  preience  from  the  pride  of  man,  thou  loan: 
keep  them  lecrctly  in  a  pavilion  from  the  ftrnr  oi  tongues 
—See  alfo  Pfa.  xxvii.  5*  lf*«  5*  *  John  iv.  *4* 


Jonah  ii .  4. 

Thus  God  did  hide  his  people  in  his  pavilion,  as  in 
a  warlike  tent,  or  tabernacle,  which  Jehovah  as  a  man 
of  war  will  keep  and  defend,  io  that  notone  (take  (hall 

be  moved,  nor  one  cord  of  his  etgrnal  decree,  love  and 

union 


union  with  them  be  broken,— for  the  foundation  of  God 
ftandeth  fore,  having  this  the  Lord  knoweth  them 
that^are  his,  thele  he  hath  laved  by  grace  given  co  them 

Chrift  jeius,  before  the  world  began,  by  which  grace 
he  faded  death  for  every  man. — -So  ic  is  his  will  that 
i  very  man  fhould  be  laved  by  Chrift.  Herein  his  wil~ 
hng  is  his  a£t  of  free  grace,  and  as  Chrift  did  by  living 
in  the  days  of  his  fleflh,  after  God’s  iikenefs,  fulfil  every 
precept  of  God’s  law,  according  to  his  woulding  and  did 
fuffer  and  die  to  fatisfv  juftice.  So  by  his  reftoring  that 
he  took  not  away,  now  there  is  no  law  to  accufe  or  con- 
ckma  him,  nor  his  brethren,  for  whom  He  fuifered  ;  fo 
fin  in  that  fenfe,  was  laid  to  be  dead—herein  his  would¬ 
ing  and  his  willing  agree,  and  manifefted  by  his  refurree- 
tion,  power  and  life  from  the  dead.  Here  mercy  and 
truth  meet  together  ;  righteoufnefs  and  peace  killed  each 
other. 

1  herefore  by  the  power  and  love  of  God  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  is  ir,  that  Zion  is  delivered  from  fm  and  death, 
and  all  her  enemies  deftroyed  forever.  See  Rev.  xvtii. 
2i,  22.  Where  the  wicked  are  finally  delbrovcd  and  to. 
be  found  no  more  at  all. — So  now  Zion  dwells  in  God. 
See  Pialm  xc.  i,  2, — Lord  thou  halt  been  our  dwelling 
place  in  all  generations.  Before  the  mountains  were 
bi  ought  forth,  or  ever  thou  hadft  formed  the  earth  and 
the  world,  even  from  everlafting  to  everlaftiag  thou  art 
God. 


Thus  I  underftand,  that  as  God  is  unchangeable,  fo 
are  all  his  purpofes,  as  they  were  before  time,  fo  they 
are  in  time,  and  fo  will  be  forever  after  time.  That 
which  h  ith  been  is  now,  and  chat  which  is  to  come  hath 
already  been  ;  and  God  required*  that  which  is  pafta 
(nothing  loft),  L  there  any  thing  whereof  ic  may  be  faid. 
See,  this  is  new  r  ic  hath'  been  already  of  old  time,  which 
was  before  us, — Eccie.  i.  so.  Eccle.  Hi.  15.  Thus  as 
to  God  nothing  is  new  nor  old,  but  to  ua»  things  appear 
both  new  and  old. . 

Therefore  every  thing  that  is  declarated  in  this  firft 
chapter  of  Gene  (is,  as  created,  tho’  not  made  vifible  ro 
creatures,  vet  was  in  God's  fight,  as  his  began  and  fini* 
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flied  work  who  workcth  all  things  after  the  ccunfcl  of 
his  own  will.  The  fecret  things  belonging  to  the  Lord 
our  God,  but  thofc  things  that  are  revealed,  belong  un¬ 
to  us  and  to  our  children  forever ;  that  we  may  do  all 
the  words  of  this  law,— Deut.  sexix.  29.  Ads  xvti.  24, 
to  the  32.  I  fa.  viii.  20. 

Therefore  every  thing  that  God  had  made,  as  he  did 
unalterablely  defign  them,  for  his  glory,  and  the  prefent, 
and  cverlafting  good  of  his  people  through  Chrift,  in 
him  he  laid,  behold  good,  yea  very  good  $  and  the  even 
and  the  morning  were  the  fixth  day. 


Genesis  ii.  x,  2,  3. 
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bus  the  heavens  and  the  earth  were  finished,  and  all 
the  hofls  of  them . 

And  on  the  feventh  day  God  ended  his  •work,  which  he 
had  made  :  and  he  refied  cn  the  feventh  day,  from  all  his 
works  which  he  had  made . 

And  God  blejfed  the  feventh  day,  and  fanflified  it,  be- 
eaufe  that  in  it  he  had  reded  Jrcm  alt  his  works,  which  Gcd 
created  and  made . — (Or  thus  created  to  be  made.) 

O W  as  the  heavens  and  the  earth  and  all  the 
^  of  them  were  fin i died,  fignifiesthat  which 
had  eternally  purpoled  fhould  be  created  ana  made 
b!e,  by  Chrift  and  for  Chrift  ;  as  has  been  laid  above. 
—Which  was  to  be  tefiified  in  due  fcafon,  and  as  G-  d 
hath  done  it  that  men  (houid  fear  before  him,  and  keep 
them  from  idolatry.  He  faith,  my  glory  1  will  not 
give  to  another,  nor  my  praife  to  graven  images.  I  here- 
fore  he  faith, Pfa.  xxxiii.  8,9,10,1 1, — Let  all  the  earth  fear 
the  Lord,)et  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  ftand  in  awe 
ofhim,  (&  gives  this  for  a  reafon)  for  he  fpakc  &  n  was 
done,  he  commanded  and  it  flood  iaft.ft  heLord  bnngcth 
the  counfelof the  heathen  to  nought ;  he  maketh  the  devi¬ 
ces  of  the  people  of  none  tffecl.  The  conn  ft  1  of  tm. 
Lord  ftandeth  forever  ;  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  all 

generations.  f 
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/ib  this  was  the  wonc  of  God  alone,  it  ww  3  mvftefy 
*o  nature  wherein  mm  was  hid  in  his  fee  ret  pavilion. 

This  is  called  God's  fix  days  work  which  he  ended  on 
lhc  fevenrh  day. So  by  the  number  feven?  all  the  dif- 
penutions  of  God  are  reckoned  to  the  children  of  men 
ih rough  time  ;  Peter  laid,  2  Peter  Hi.  8,— But  bcloy- 
r(^  n0£  ignorant  of  chisone  thing  :  that  one  day  is  with 

tne  Lord,  as  a  thoufand  years,  and  a  thoufand  years  as 

one  day. 

/ 

?  So  we  may  rationally  divide  thefie  fix  days  work  i$to 
Biree  difnmfatiorss,  thus—— 

»  ft.  W  lien  the  Lord  God  had  formed  man  oftbe  duft 
of  the  ground,  and  man  became  a  living  foul,  capable 
of  hap  pi  nds  or  mifery  in  this  life  >  but  as  God  did  bind 
^  | he  dragon,  that  old  terpen  t,  &c.  which  I  take  to  be  his 
iiuls,  by  which  ne  fhsuld  not  be  tempted,  drawn  away, 
nor  indeed  'til!  the  thoufand  years,  or  the  day  of  this  dif- 
penlation  fhould  be  fulfilled,  and  in  this  efface  which  was 
th^ir  own  habitation,  they  enjoyed  all  the  happinefs, un¬ 
interrupted,  that  unftained  nature  was  capable  of,  io 
long  as  they  lived  in  innocency. 

cd.  When  this  firft  difpeniation  ended,  and  the  fer¬ 
pent  luff  was  loo  fed  fora  little  feafon,  as  in  James  i.  14, 
—“But  every  man  is  tempted,  when  he  is  drawn  away  of 
his  own  luft  and  enticed.  And  as  God  gave  them  up  t® 
tneir  own  hearts  lull's,  they  walked  in  their  own  counfe!t 
and  kept  not  their  firft  e flare,  and  left  their  own  habita¬ 
tion,  and  God  put  it  into  their  hearts  to  fulfill  his  will, 
and  give  their  kingdom  unto  the  bcaft,  till  his  word  is 
fulfilled. 

Now  in  the  end  of  the  firft  difpenfation,  the  fecond 
takes  place,  and  this  difpenfation  difeovers  to  man,  that 
by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  fin,  for  all  ftefh  hath 
corrupted  their  ways  before  God,  by  their  following  the 
evil  devices  of  their  own  hearts.  Therefore,  God  gave  a 
travel  to  the  children  of  men,  to  be  exercifed  in  it,  called 
*  fore  travel  that  God  hath  given  to  the  Tons  of  men. 
He  hath  made  every  thing  beautiful  in  his  time,  alfo  he 
S’  oh  let  the  world  in  their  hem.  So  that  no  man  can 
food  out  the  work  that  God  moketh  from  the  beginning 
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ed  the  end,  and  God  hath  done  it,  that  men  Should  fear 
before  him,*- that  is,  fear,  ro  add  unto,  ordiminifh  in  the 
Jeaft  degree,  from  what  God  hath  purpofed  or  done,  or 
pretend  to  find  out  the  Almighty  to  pccfe&ion. 

O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wifdorn  and 
knowledge  of  God  :  how  unfcarchable  are  hi*  judgments^ 
and  his  ways  paft  finding  out. 

Now  altho’  this  was  a  dark  and  a  cloudy  difpenfation,, 
yet  God  did  not  leave  himfelf  without  a  witnefs,  nor  hia 
people  without  hope,  but  did  promife  them  deliverance 
and  falvation,  by  the  teed  of  the  woman  bruiting  the  [e re¬ 
pent's  head,  which  was  repeated  from  age  to  age,  till 
Moles’  day,  by  promife  and  covenant  to  Abraham  ;  Gfn« 
xvii.  7,  8, — That  he  would  give  him  and  his  feed  after 
him  in  their  generations,  all  the  land  of  Canaan,  wherein 
he  was  a  ftranger  for  an  everlaftmg  poffeffion,  and  1  will 
be  thy  God,  as  he  did  iware  to  Abraham,  to  lfaac  and  to 
Jacob,— Gen.  I.  24. 

This  land  of  Canaan  was  typical  of  the  Gofpel  day* 
and  fabbath  of  reft  in  Chrift,  and  as  this  difpenfarion 
was  without  a  law  of  particular  precepts,  it  ended  when 
M©fes’  law  took  place.  Tout  as  God  laid  to  Abraham, 
Gen,  xvii.  1, — I  am  the  Almighty  God.  By  which 
power,  as  a  benevolent  father,  he  lead  them  all  the  days 


of  old,  and  gave  them  a  promife  by  a  fure  covenant,  that 
he  would  deliver  them  from  their  Egyptian  bondage. 

3d.  Now  the  third  dilpenfation  takes  place  by  God  3 
raiting  up  Moles  and  Aaron,  as  inftrumenrs  in  his  hand, 
to  bring  the  children  of  Ifraeloutof  the  land  of  Egypt 
with  an  high  hand,  by  figns.and  wonders  from  Pharoa.h’s 
hard  bondage,  and  lent  to  them  for  their  encouragement 
by  his  name,  I  am  that  1  am,  —  Efcp.  w.  14.  See  I  fa. 
xl,  17.  Hofea  xii.  9.  Jerc,  //.  2.  And  that  they 
might  depend  on  his  promiies,  as  an  omni-prefent  God, 
he  is  made  known  unto  them,  by  his  name  Jehovah,— 
Kxo.  vi.  3.  Uz.  x/iv.  6.  Rev,  i.  8.  Which  I  conclude: 
to  be  the  firft  time  the  Lord  let  his  hand  to  deliver  his 
church  and  people  from  bondage,  in  a  vifible  manner. 

In  t h ■  ’rd  difpenfation  Pharaoh  was  raifed  up,  to 
1  Tel  oi  wrath  fitted  for  deft  ruction,  who  ex- 


sn'ghty.  I  hi*  Nimrod  was  the  fon  of  Cu(h,  the  ion  of 
Ham»  who  appeared  as  the  acciifer  of  his  brethren,  and 
was  a  type  of  ail  wickednefs ;  fo  Nimrod  bring  of  tb« 
fsmtlv  of  Ham,  received  his  education  from  the  fama 
icnool  of  darkneis,  and  wicked  teachers  that  hi*  or.nri- 


~  - >  2 3 > ~ — And  thou  (halt  fay  unro  Pharaoh  thus  faith  the 
Lord,  I  Trad  is  my  (on,  eve*  my  firft  born.  Then  with  a 
commanding  authority,  according  to  juftice  And  I 
(ay  unto  thee,  Let  my  ion  go,  that  he  may  ferve  me, 
mod  if  thou  refufeto  let  him, go  behold, I  will  (Lythv  fon, 
e*>tn  thy  frit  born.— Meaning  the  firft  born  of  death,  of 
which  Pharaoh  was  a  type,  in  this  fenfe  Adam  is  called 
the  fon  of  God,  See  Luke  Hi.  38.  Gen.  i.  26.  Job  i.  6. 
job  xxxviii.  7.  John/.  12.  RGin.viii.iy.  Tit.  iii.  7. 
Gal.  iv.  7.  Heb.  i.  2. 

So  in  Chrift  Jcfui  all  the  offspring  of  Adam  arc  the 
fonts  of  God. — And  it  is  faid,  they  beissg  one  with  Chrift  $ 
if  is  fifid,  Matt,  it.  15, — And  was  there  until  the  death 
ri  Herod,  that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was  fpoken  of 
the  Lord  by  the  Prophet*  faying,  out  of  Egypt  have  I 


called 


mm 


tailed  my  fun.  See  Num.  xxiv.  8,— God  brought  him 
forth  out  of  Egypt,  &c.  Holea  ku  i, — When  Ifrael 
mas  a  child  then  I  loved  him,  and  called  my  fon  out  of 

Egypt.  J  ere.  it.  2. 

By  this  we  fee  God’s  parental  love  and  care  for  his  peo¬ 
ple,  as  in  Pfa.  cxxxv.  4, — For  the  Lord  hath  chofen  Ja¬ 
cob  unto  himfdf;  and  Ifrael  for  his  peculiar  treafure. 
Which  he  manifefted  by  bringing  them  out  of  Egypt, 
and  lead  them  through  the  red  fca,  with  fafety,  and  da- 
troyed  their  enemies. — As  we  read  in  Exodus  xiv.  And 
as  this  was  God's  time,  which  made  it  beautiful,  that  is 
is  manifeft  that  he  made  the  wicked  for  the  day  of  evil. 
Therefore  God  faid  unto  Pharaoh,  Exod.  ix\  i6,«—And 
in  very  deed  for  this  caufe  have  I  railed  thee  up,  for  to 
fliew  in  thee  my  power :  and  that  my  name  may  be  de¬ 
clared  throughout  all  the  earth  ;  in  the  margin,—* 
Made  thee  ftand  up,  or,  conftituted  and  fee  thee  j  or  at 
in  Pfa.  Ixxxi.  12, — So  I  gave  them  up  unto  their^own 
hearts  lull:,  and  they  walked  in  their  own  count'd.  So 
it  is  faid,  Wo  to  the  wicked,  for  the  reward  ©f  his  hand 
fhali  be  given  him,  to  Pharaoh  and  all  that  was  with 
him  perilhed  both  man  and  bead,  not  to  much  as  one  ot 
them  remained.  Then  did  I  if  ad  tear  the  Lord,  and  be¬ 
lieved  the  Lord,  and  his  lervant  Moles,  then  lang  Ma¬ 
les  and  the  children  of  Iirael  this  long  unto  the  Lord : 
for  this  falvation,  which  we  may  read  at  large,  Exodus 

Therefore,  doth  it  not  appear  credible  to  believe,  that 
Pharaoh’s  death,  was  a  type  of  Chi  ill’s  death,  that  as 
Pharaoh,  who  let  upon  a  throne  uf  wiclctdncls,  rulcing 
with  fpite  and  enmity  againft  God  and  his  people,  was 
fS ain  in  the  Red  Sea,  that  they  fhould  be  feen  no  more 
again  forever.  By  which  means  Jirael  obtained  lalvation 
and  freedom  from  bondage,  and  opened  a  way  for  them 
to  travel  in,  that  they  might  obtain  their  own  land  of 
inheritance  which  was  given  to  them  by  promife,  which 
is  fo  often  mentioned  by  the  prophets,  concerning  the 
whole  houfe  of  Ifrael. 

So  Chrifl  (landing  in  our  finful  chara&er,  was  made 

fin  for  us,  and  God  kid  cm  him  the  iniquity  of  us  ail, 

that 


thit  he  was  the  propitiation  for  the  fin  of  the  whole  worM 
both  Jew  and  Gentile,  and  as  the  red  lea  proved  death 
nnd  a  final  deftruchon  co  ail  the  enemies  of  Ifrael  forever, 
to  the  blood  of  jefus  Chrift  deantech  us  from  all  fin,  and 
jbs  the  red  fea  proved  death  to  the  Egyptians  and  life  to 
Ifrad,  fo  the  blood  of  Chrift,  proved  the  death  of  ail 
our  fins,  enmity  and  unbelief,  but  life  and  falvation  t<* 
the  children  of  men.  Now  m  the  third  month  when 
the  children  of  liras]  were  gone  forth  out  of  the  land 
kgypc  the  fame  day  came  they  into  the  wildernefs  of 
Sinai,  and  there  Ifrael  camped  before  the  Mount,  and 
sas  tue  law  carne  by  Motes,  and  Moles  went  up  unto  God, 
where  he  received  initrudions  for  the  people,  and  the 
law  of  commandments,  with  particular  precepts,  the  or* 
to er  ana  fafhion  o(  the  tabernacle,  the  ceremonies  and 
Sacrifices  offered  by  the  prieits,  &c.  &c. 

All  was  typical  or  Chrift,  ^and  pointed  to  him,  this 
is  called  the  nr  ft  houfe,  the  old  heaven  and  the  old  earth 
ikn  palled  away,  when  the  new  took  place,  and  Moles 
led  the  children  of  Iliad  to  the  land  of  Moab  where  he 
died  ;  and  Jofhua  led  the  people  over  Jordan  into  the 
promited  land.  — Signifying  reft  to  Ifrael  from  Egyptian 
uondage  ;  so  calico  Canaan  Jerusalem,  and  Zion  the  city 

Goa,  the  hi  >iv  city,  but  was  not  the  true  reft,  as  lit 
Col.  tv.  9.  ir  j e I u s  (meaning  Jofhua)  had  given 
“.ucm  red,  then  would  he  noc  afterward-  have  ipoken  of 
another  do/.  there  remainet  h  therefore  a  reft  to  tile 
p-mple  of  God  j  to  it  pointed  to  die  fabfaach  of  rdf  \s% 
Chrift;  that  never  ends. 

Cow  ilr^el  was  brought  into  their  own  find,  which 
wsri  gGon  5(;  rheir  fn. hers  by  prom  1  ft*,  tor  an  everiaiting 
pofi'.ciiOn  t  >  bi  ur  generations,  4  land  flowing  with  milk, 
t-riu  honey,  which  they  dwelt  as  ftrangers  in,  in  the  day* 
of  their  youth  and  ignorance. 

Bat  now  they  inherit  this  land  with  the  greateft  advan- 
uges  poilib.e,  by  types  rituals,  emblems  and  metaphors* 
pointing  to  the  feventh  day  orfabbath  of  reft  in  Chrift* 
on  which  day  Chrift  the  antitype,  did  come  and  finifhed 
lltS  fathers  work,  by  which  he  cauicd  ail  tyoes,  nirii* 


t  all.j  as  not  bdn'E 


lifeful  to  the  church,  in  the  fourth  orgofpel  difpenfaricft* 
fo  by  this  taking  place,  the  third  difpenfation  ended, 
which  was  plainly  and  fully  prophecied  of  by  the  holy 
Prophets,  fee  Dan.  ix.  24, — Seventy  weeks  are  determi¬ 
ned  upon  thy  people,  and  upon  thy  holy  city,  to  finifh 
the  tranfgreffioft  and  to  make  an  end  of  fins,  and  to  make 
reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and  to  bring  in  everlafting 
rsghteoufrtefs,  and  to  fealup  the  vifion  and  prophefy,  and 
to  anoint  the  mod  holy.  So  I  believe  this  fourth  difpen¬ 
fation,  which  was  manifefted  by  Chrift’s  death  and  re- 
lurfedion,  lafts  eternally,  which  will  be  fpoken  to  hereaf* 
£&r.  But  I  (hail  return  from  this  digreflion  to 

Genesis  ii.  1,  2,  3. 

Anion  tbefeventh  day  God  ended  bis  works ,  which  be 
iad  made*  1 

Therefore  thefe  three  verfes  fignifies  to  us  ;  as  has 
been  faid  above,  as  what  God  purpofed  in  himfelf,  that 
was  in  him  as  done  and  finiihed,  by  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
were  the  heavens  made,  and  all  the  hoft  of  them  by  the 
breath  of  his  mouth,  and  ns  called  his  myfterious  work,  fo 
skat  no  man  can  find  out  the  work  that  God  maketh  ; 
mom  the  beginning  to  the  end,  which  the  conftitucion  of 
irnan  would  not  admit  of,  for  by  it  was  manifefted  the 
work  of  redemption  by  Chrift  alone,  and  not  by  works 
shat  man  doth,  and  as  God  ended  his  work  on  the  lev- 
enth  day,  and  refted  on  it,  pointed  to  that  fab  bath  given 
to  Ifrad  by  commandment  for  a  day  of  reft, — Exod. 
to,  11  %  Given  to  them  for  a  iign, —  Exo.  xxxi.  13  ; 
be  a  fign  between  me  and  you,— Ezek.  xx.  1 2.  Through- 
Out  your  generations  (or  till  thrift  comes  who  is  the 
rnd  of  this  jabbath)  that  may  know  that  I  am  the 
|_»ord  that  doih  iandify  you*  So  their  dandifying  chem- 
ielves,  in  refting  from  all  worldly  employments  and 
keeping  the  feventh  day  fabbach  holy,  fignifies  Chrift 
keeping  the  law  for  us,  and  as  he  faid  for  their  caufe  l 
iandify  myfeh  :  So  he  that  fandifieth  and  they  that  are 
fan di lied  are  all  of  one. 

_  Therefore  he  faid,  John  17,  ai, — My  father  wor- 
hitherto^  and  1  wotka  For  as  the  father  rai&th  up 


the  dead,  and  quickneth  them  ;  even  fo  the  fba  quick* 
cneth  whom  he  will .  H 

And  God  bleftcd  the  feventh  day  and  fandtified  it,  be- 
eaufe  that  in  it  he  had  refted  from  all  his  work  which 
God  created  (to  be  made.) 

This  day  was  bleflcd  in  Chrift,  and  let  apart,  to  point 
so  the  Great  Jubillee,  nunifefted  by  his  relurrcdtion  life* 
<or  he  that  is  entered  into  his  reft,  he  alfo  hath  ccafed  from 
his  own  works  as  God  did  from  his,  that  is,  as  God  had 
fmifhed  the  work  of  creation,  he  gave  all  power  to  Chrift 
to  finifh  his  work  ;  — fo  he  that  believeth  hath  experi¬ 
mentally  entered  into  his  reft,  and  doth  ceafe  from  his 
©vvn  work,  under  the  law,  fo  now  walking  in  the  fpirie 
find  love  of  Chrift,  God  is  not  unrighteous  to  forget  their 
work  and  labour  of  love——  fee Ileb.  iv.  io.  Hcb.  vi.  io* 
As  Chrift  faid,  Matt,  xii .  8,— For  the  fon  of  man  is 
Lord  even  or  the  labbath  day,  that  in  the  end  of  this  ty- 

f)ica!  labbath  he  ended  his  work  of  fuffering  under  the 
aw,  and  arofe  from  the  dead,  and  did  manifeft  a  fabbath 
©freft  to  his  brethren  that  never  ends  ;  for  in  this  reft* 
there  is  no  evening  and  morning,  but  day  without  night* 
light  withour  darknefs,  life  without  death,  &c.  Thus 
we  fee  Mark  it.  27, — He  laid  unto  them,  the  fabbatit 
vvas  made  for  man,  and  not  man  for  the  fabbsth. 

Verse  4,  5,  6. 

Here  is  the  account  of  the  generation  of  the  heavei^ 
find  the  earth,  when  they  were  created  ;  An\]  eyerv  plant 
©f  the  field,  before  it  was  in  the  earth,  and  every  herb  of 
she  field  before  it  grew  :  as  vifible  ;  this  feemeth  to  be 
•hefeafon  why,  (o>  the  Lord  God  had  not  caufcd  it  to 
rain  upon  the  earth  and  there  was  not  a  man  to  till  the 
ground,  and  that  every  thing  might  appear  beautiful  in 
bis  time. — For  the  Lord  by  wifdom  hath  founded  the 
<*arth,  by  underftanding  hath  he  eftabiifhcd  the  heavens. 
The  way  of  wifdom  is  plcafantnefs  and  all  her  pathi 
peace. .  So  wifdom  is  juftified  of  her  children, — Set 
Jfrov.  Hi.  Matt.  xi.  19.  John  i.  1. 

Therefore  by  wifdoms  order,  nothing  could  appear 

vifible. 


...  I 

▼ifiblfj  Hill  the  elements  became  peaceably  mined  togetfi* 
cr  for  that  purpofe.  That  the  covenant  blcflings  as  God 
hath  promifed,  might  be  made  vifibie,  for  the  fuppore 
of  his  creatures  he  cauled  a  mift  \o  go  up  frem  the  earthy 
and  watered  the  whole  face  of  the  ground. — Thus  God 
roanifefts  his  love  and  care  for  the  inhabitants  cf  the 
earth,  in  the  courie  of  his  providential  dealings  with 
them  in  this  life  j  So  hecaufcd  it  to  rain  on  the  earth 
where  no  man  is  ;  To  fatisfy  the  defolatc  and  wa {\  ground 
and  to  caufc  the  bud  of  the  tender  herb  to  Ip  ring  forth, 
—Job  xxxviii.  26 }  27.  Pfa.  evii.  35. 

Verse  7. 

And  the  Lord  God  formed  man  cf  the  dud  of  the  ground* 
and  breathed  into  bis  nojirils  the  breath  cf  iijey  and  man 
became  a  Jiving  foul. 

For  this  fee  Ifa.  Ixiv.  8.  Rom.  ix.  20.  Eccle.  Hi.  21  * 
So  man  was  the  firlt  objeft  formed,  whole  complexion 
fhows  the  (late  and  conftitution  of  his  body,  that  it  is 
compounded  of  the  elements  and  mud  return  to  them 
again,  fo  by  the  elements  of  this  world  they  are  brought 
into  bondage,  and  was  not  in  this  fenfe  made  in  the  im¬ 
age  of  God  nor  after  his  likencls. —  And  as  God  formed 
man  with  fuch  intellect  faculties,  capable  of  being  in- 
ftru&ed,  he  commanded  him  to  be  obedient,  and  till  the 
ground,  &c. 

Verse  8  to  18. 

And  the  Lord  God  planted  a  gar  den  Eajfward  in  Edett, 
And  there  he  put  the  man  whom  he  bad  formed. 

This  Eden  lay  eaft  of  Canaan,  and  was  a  fruitful  land* 
And  out  of  the  ground  made  the  Lord  God  to  grew  every 
tree  that  was  pleafant  to  the  fight,  and  good  for  feed  :  the 
tree  of  life  alfo  in  the  midft  of  the  garden ,  and  the  tree  of 
knowledge  of  good  and  evil. 

Thus  was  this  garden  furnifbed  with  every  thing  need¬ 
ed  for  the  fupport  of  the  bodies  and  minds  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  men,  whereby  there  fpirits  may  be  rcfrefhcd* 
Here  was  not  only  that  which  was  beautiful  and  pleafant 


?orhe  fighf>  and  good  for  food,  but  the  tree  of  life  in  the 
n  Kl'toi  this  called  the  garden  of  the  Lord,  which  waa 
n  ,'?Pe  of  Chrift,  from  whom  flows  all  bJcGings,  who 
raid,  John  vi.  48, — I  am  the  bread  of  life;  jProv.  Hi. 
3  8,  a  tree  of  life,  &c.  and  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good 
*>nd  evil,  1  his  is  typical  of  the  moral  perfedtions  of 
^»od,  as  the  law  of  commandments,  which  if  a  man 
Kecjjrth  it  fh all  be  his  righteoufntfA.  So  to  him  it  is  mood, 
hot  3 1  he  fails  in  one  point  he  is  gwi.ltv  of  the  whole  ;  fo 
thm  to  him  it  is  evil,  for  God  is  a  God  of  inflexible  juf- 
fiee,  and  will  not  dear  the  guilty,  nor  ftay  the  righte¬ 
ous,  ice  Dem.  vi.  25.  Gen.  viii.  25.  And  that  man 
may  Know,  that  man  doih  not  live  by  bread  only,  bu? 
by  every  v?ord  that  proceeded)  out  of  the  mouth  of  the 
L^rd, — fee  Deut.  viii.  3. 

Therefore  a  river  went  out  of  Eden  to  water  the  gar* 

c  m,  ana  from  thence  was  parted,  and  become  into  four 
heads:  then  their  names  and  their  detonation  and  ap¬ 
pointee  ufe,  in  veriC  11,  12,  13,  14.  This  was  a  met- 
aphor  of  the  pure  river  of  the  water  of  life, —Rev.  xxii. 
1.  Pfa.  xlvi.  4  ;  as  God’s  time  was  come.  And  the 
Lomj  God  took  the  man,  and  put  him  into  the  garden 
of  Eden,  to  drefs  it,  and  to  keep  it. 

Thus  God  placed  man  in  Paradife,  and  in  honor,  and 
made  nim  Reward  of  his  treajures,  to  drefs  the  garden 
keep  ii,  that  nothing  fhould  be  loR,  for  it  is  requir¬ 
ed  of  a  Reward,  that  he  is  found  faithful,  that  as  Adam 

was  a  figure  of  him  that  was  to  come,  who  was  his  lurecy, 

he  might  labour,  working  with  his  hand,  the  thing  which 

is  good,  that  he  may  have  to  give  to  him  thac  needed), 

as  every  man  hath  received  the  gift,  fo  minilter  the  fame 

one  to  another,  as  good  Rewards  of  the  manifold  grace 

of  God.  That  man  might  eat  the  labour  of  his  bands, 

and  be  happy,  enjoying  the  gift  and  portion  God  has 

given  him  under  the  Sun,— fee  Luke  xii.  42.  1  Cor.  iv. 

*»  2-  1  Pct-  ,v-  J°-  Lphe.  iv.  28.  Pfa.  fxxviii.  %. 
Eccle.  Hi.  22. 

Therefore  God  gave  Adam  this  ftewardfhip  by  a  law 
of  commandment,  to  prove  him,  that  he  might  fee  his 
inability,  that  he  could  not  keep  one  precept  of  the  law, 

perfectly 
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perfectly,  becaufe  he  was  of  the  earth,  fo  was  earthy* 
and  the  Lord  God  commanded  the  man,  faying,  of  every 
tree  of  the  garden  thou  mayeft  freely  eat;  but  of  the  tree 
of  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  thou  (halt  not  eat  of 
it,  for  in  the  day  that  thou  eateft  thereof,  thou  fhalcfure- 
Iv  die.  Herein  God  declares  his  willingrefs  for  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  man,  by  his  commanding  him  to  depend  on, 
and  believe  on  the  name  of  his  fon  Jeius  Chrift,  and  love 
one  another  as  he  gave  us  commandment.  i  John  Hi. 
a3  ;  and  in  i  John  ii.  7, — Brethren  1  write  no  new  com¬ 
mandment  unto  you,  but  an  old  commandment  which 
ye  had  from  the  beginning  the  old  commandment  is  the 
word  which  ye  have  heard  from  the  beginning. 

Thus  in  the  firft  diipenfation,  God  gave  to  man,  this 
firft  and  great  commandment,  to  love  the  Lord  with  all 
the  heart,  and  his  neighbour  as  hirofclr.  And  that  he 
might  be  enabled  to  do  this,  he  is  commanded  to  eat 
of  the  tree  of  life,  and  every  tree  of  the  garden  freely,  as 
heirs  of  God,  receiving  the  gift  of  God,  which  is  eternal 

life  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord, 

Soil  is  not  of  thcmfelves,  but  Chrift  that  liveth  in 
them,  that  the  life  they  live  in  the  flefh  is  by  the  faith  of 
the  fon  of  God. — So  their  fruits  are  unto  holinefs,  and 
the  end  everlafting  life,  for  entering  in  at  the  ftraic  gate, 
and  walking  in  the  narrow  way,  they  are  led  by  Stic  to 
life,  and  this  is  the  record  that  God  hath  given  to  os  eter¬ 
nal  life  t  and  this  life  is  in  his  ion  ;  fo  toe  gates  cn  cart  i 
and  helifhall  never  prevail  againlt  this  foundation,  that 
God  may 'be  all  in  all. 

By  this  we  fee  that  God’s  eternal  love  and  union  wkri 
man,  cannot  be  broken,  by  ail  that  corrupt  nature  fin 
and  unbelief  and  enmity,  that  the  carnal  mind  of  man 
can  do; — for  God  faith,  my  people  fhall  be  a  wdbng 
people  in  the  day  of  the  power  of  my  love.  So  God 
was  the  fame  covenant  keeping  God,  with  the  firft  gener¬ 
ation,  as  he  is  with  the  iaft,  whole  ways  are  equal  and 
changes  not. 

Again,  Bui  of  Ike  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil, 
thou  /halt  not  eat  of  it,  for  in  the  day  that  thou  catejl  tbett- 
sf  thou  Paall  fur ely  die  this  only  forbidden  to  man. 

D 


i  hit 


C-»6-) 

i  h'i  tree  manifefts  to  mankind  tne  knowledge  and 
goodnefis  of  GrKl,  who  had  power  in  himftlf  slone,  to 
make  and  exhibit  an  unalterable  law,  flowing  from  the 
reituude  of  his  divine  nature,  and  is  a  law  of  inflexible 
jullice,  and  therefore  is  a  righteous  law,  for  the  judge  of 
the  cartn  will  do  right,  and  it  fihali  be  our  rightcouf** 
r,c*s>  h  we  obferve  to  do  all  thefe  commandments  before 
*fce  Lord  our  God,  2$  he  hath  commanded  us,  which  if 

man  do  he  ftull  live  is  them,—  JDeut.  vi.  25.  Lcvie. 
x'viii,  e. 

Therefore  the  man  that  liverh  in  every  refped  as  the 
demanciS,  mult  be  as  holy,  as  juft,  and  as  righteous 
e  b  0r(i>  and  deed,  and  alfo  as  perfedt  in  eon  ft  i* 
Tiuiun  m  rhe  law  itlelf,  in  order  to  appear  juftified  be¬ 
fore  God  by  the  deeds  of  the  liw.  But  as  Adam  was 
made  lobjeft  to  vanity,  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  keep 
rhis  jaw  perfectly  in  one  point,  or  recommend  himfclf  to 
Lod  by  his  works  in  the  leaft  degree,  for  if  he  had  there 
would  have  been  no  need  of  Chritt  as  a  redeemer  or  re¬ 
conciler,  or  a  faviour  of  man. 

I  herefore  it  appears  that  God  did  not  command  man, 
who  was  for  riled  of  the  dull,  to  live  a  life  adequate  to 
bis  holy  law,  but  he  commanded  him  not  to  eat  of  it,  or 
imagine  himler?  capable  of  keeping  the  law  perfectly, 
therefore  this  was  an  unrighr'eou-s  imagination  for  man, 
wno  at  his  bell  ftatc  was  altogether  vs&uy.fhould  through 
pride  vainly  luppofc,  that  they  have  goodnels  or  know- 
ledge  in  and  of  thcmfclvcs,  fufficient  to  find  out  a  way 
f  hat  fhouid  make  them  more  happy,  than  that  which  God 
had  in  wild.om  given  to  them  by  commandment,  and  as 
ail  unrighreoulnef*  is  fin,fo  by  this  deception  in  man, fin 
entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by  fin,  and  fo  death 
pafled  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  finned. —  So  in  the 
day  he  cat  thereof  he  did  furcly  die,  as  God  had  faid, 
thus  by  the  laws  the  knowledge  of  fin.  Therefore  to 
obey  is  better  then  latrrficc  and  to  hearken  then  the  fat 
of  rams, —  1  Sam.  xv.  2$,  1  ait  part. 

Therefore  this  tree  of  knowledge  of  Good,  fignifies 
what  Chrift  laid, — Job nxvti.  3, — And  this  is  life  eternal, 
that  they  might  know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and  Tefua 

Chrift 


Chrift  whom  thou  haft  lent.  Colo,  i-  ie>.  And  evil 
Jfigmfies,  that  if  man  imagines  to  obtain  eternal  life,  by 
'wiut  he  is,  or  can  do,  ic  is  evil,  he  (lull  lureiy  die, 

Veh.se  it. 


And  the  Lord  God/aid,  it  is  not  icod  that  the  wav 
fcuidbe  alone:  1  will  make  him  an  help  meet  for  him .  (In 
the  margin  as  before  him.) 

And  as  God**  glory  and  man's  happinefs  is  confiftamly 
connected  together,  he  made  him  this  promiie  10  give? 
him  thegreateft  good.  A  bofom  companion.  Prov. 
xv iti.  22%— kVhofo  findeth  a  wife  findeth  a  good  thing  and 
obcaineth  favour  of  the  Lord.— -For  herein  coniifteth  io- 
cicty  happincls,  caiied  reft.  See  Ruth  m .  i. 

Versx  19*  -o. 

FI  ere  God  did  finifli,  and  make  reappear,  all  his  for¬ 
med  works,  as  every  be&ft  of  the  field,  and  every  fowl  of 
the  air,  and  brought  them  unto  Adam,  his  fteward,  to 
ice  what  he  would  cal)  them,  and  whatfoever  Adam  cal¬ 
led  every  living  creature,  that  .was  the  name  thereof. 
Here  Adam  the  figure  appeared  to  be  the  head  of  nature, 
and  the  earthy  parent  of  all  men,  and  as  all  were  inclu¬ 
ded  in  him,  he  was  the  confcioufnrfs  of  all,  and  the  re- 
prefentativc  of  all  his  offspring.— -Therefore  as  God  had 
fee  Adam  in  this  place,  he  gave  him  wildom  and  under- 
Handing  to  name  every  creature  he  had  made  :  and  by  & 
under  Chrift,  to  have  power  and  gave  him  dominion  over 
the  works  of  his  hands. — Saying,  and  the  fear  of  you, 
and  the  dread  of  you,  fhaii  be  upon  every  boft  of  the 
earth,  and  upon  every  fowl  of  the  air,  and  upon  all  the 
fillies  of  the  lea  ;  into  your  hands  are  they  delivered  and 
thefe  and  the  green  herb,  and  all  things  have  l  given  you 
for  met. 

Thus  wc  fee,  that  God’s  everkfting  love  is  abfolute  ro 
the  children  of  men  without  exception,  through  Chrift. 
See  Pia.  vtii.  This  power  given  to  Chrift,  and  through 
him  to  man.  Gen.  ix,  1,  a,  3.  So  ail  things  are  free- 

all  men  : 
Who 


Jj  given  to  us  of  God,  who  giveth  liberally  to 


Who  afketh  and  upbraideth  not,— James  i.  5,  17.  $ 
1  un.  iv.  8.  1  Cor.  Hi.  t  t ,  22,  23. 

Now  when  God  had  finifhed  the  formation  of  ail  the 
creatures,  and  given  them  to  man,  for  his  comfort  and 
iijpport  in  (his  life,  and  had  placed  man  in  his  fi^ward- 
Ihip,  and  gave  him  dominion  over  them  ill,  and  com¬ 
manded  him  to  be  fruitful  and  multiply  and  replenifh 
the  earth,  &c. 

Then  he  manifefted  the  greateft  happineff,  that  can  be 
enjoyed  in  time,  which  is  fociety  benefits,  without  this 
man  cannot  be  happy  here,  for  there  is  a  wo  10  him  that 
is  alone. 

So  it  is  Gaid,  but  for  Adam  there  was  not  found  an 
help  meet  for  him.  Here  was  a  want  that  all  the  other 
freacures  could  not  afford  to  man.  So  in 

Verse  21,  to  26. 


And  the  Lord  caufed  a  deep  Jleep  to  fall  upon  Adamy  and 
he  fiepfy  and  be  took  one  of  bis  rib$>  and  clofed  up  the  fiejh 
inftead  thereof. 

i  underftand  Adam’s  being  in  a  deep  Deep  fignifics, 
that  as  God  had  fee  the  world  in  his  heart,  that  he  could 
not  find  out  the  work  chat  God  doth,  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end,  and  as  this  was  t tie  beginning  of  God's  huil- 
ding  his  vifible  houfe,  by  a  fociety  of  people  called  Zion, 
that  Gud  chofc  for  a  dwelling  place,  wherein  he  placed 
his  name,  wherein  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  in  it  God 
hath  eftablifhed  his  throne  forever  and  ever ;  the  feeptre 
of  his  kingdom  is  a  right  feeprre,  therefore  God  faid, 
vet  have  I  let  my  king  upon  my  holy  hill  of  Zion  ;  thus 
king  Jefus  (aid,  the  Lord  pofleOcd  me  in  the  brginnigri 
of  his  way,  before  his  works  of  old  ;  when  he  prepared 


the  heavens  ;  when  he  appointed  the  foundations  of  the 
earth  ; — then  was  I  by  him,  rejoycing  always  before  him. 
—E-jovcing  in  the  habitable  part  of  hfs  earth,  and  my 
delights  were  with  the  ions  of  men. 

Thus  ic  appears,  that  this  houfe  and  locietv  was  God's 
family,  and  was  with  him  before  this  world  began,  and 
3$  they  were  chofen  of  God  in  Chrift  jefus,  and  faved 


nghccoulneu  with  zn 


holy 


calling. 


So 


hr  ill  re¬ 


joicing 


Voicing  in  them,  was  that  glory  he  had  with  the  fatner 
fore  the  world  began,  which  he  prayed  he  might  havd 


again. 


And  as  this  was  a  great  myftery,  man  could  not  find 
it  out,  fo  was  laid  to  he  in  a  deep  Deep.  At  mis  time 
God  took  one  of  his  ribs,  of  which  He  made  a  woman  & 

brought  her  unto  the  man. 

Thus  Adam  was  a  figure  of  Chrift,  and  tnc  woman  a 
figure  of  the  church  ;  and  as  the  woman  was  of  the  man, 
fo  the  Church  is  of  Chrift, —  i  Cor,  xi»  8.  An  as  ® 
Jeft  no  wound  in  Adam’s  fide,  but  doled  up  tnc  fle  i  *n“ 

jftead  thereof,  he  was  now  found  without  pain.  So  wss 

Chrift,  when  God  raifed  him  up,  having  loolcd  the  pains 

of  death  free  from  all  afflidlions.  . 

Now  as  Adam  was  awaked  out  of  his  deep  ileep,  an 

God  brought  and  prdented  the  woman  to  him,  c  it 
find  a  good  thing,  and  obtained  favour  of  the  Lord,  ac¬ 
cording  to  promife.  Therefore  fhc  was  his  de  ig  t,  c 
ing  in  conftitution  and  complex  the  fame  wita  i  !m  e. 

So  (lie  was  the  only  one  in  all  the  world,  to  matte  mi 
happy  in  fociety,  for  without  her  he  could  not  been  hap¬ 
py.  In  this  lenfe  he  prdented  her  to  himfe  wit  out 
blcmifh,  that  is,  as  perfedt  as  he  was  himfelf;  thus. 
And  Adam  laid,  this  is  now  bone  or  my  bone,  and  He 
of  my  flefh  :  She  (hall  be  called  woman,  ecauie  ie 

was  taken  out  of  man.  .  f  ,  . 

This  union  and  affinity,  that  the  WIJV  ?  , 

woman,  was  fo  great,  that  it  was  ivnpoffiole  ut  t  c 
fhould  love  her  as  himfelf :  for  no  man  hatet  18  OVrfl 
fldli,  but  nouriftieth  it,  &c.  Therefore  Adam  receive* 
her  as  a  gift  of  God  \o  him,  owns  her  as  an  heu  of  oog, 
and  a  joint  heir  with  himfelf,  to  ah  the  honours  ant  >  e 
fin^s  of  inheritance  that  God  had  given  him,  ant  ti  us  \ 
owns  her  to  be  as  really  one  with  him  now,  as  £ 
before  fhe  was  taken  out  of  him,  and  mam  e  s  is 
to  her  in  the  moft  indearing  manner  poffible,  by  chu« 
fing  her  for  his  bride  and  boiom  friend.— And  then  de¬ 
clares  the  marriage  covenant  thus  :  •  .  * 

Therefore  ffiali  a  man  leave  his  father,  and  tm  ‘  “ 
fr,  and  ftall  cleave  unto  his  wife,  and  they  (ball  be  one 


(—3©—) 

fli.  Thus  God  manifefted  ira  the  beginning  of  hi* 
building,  in  red  harmony,  that  nothing  but  peace  and 
love  unif  gncd  in  allhontfty,  being  of  one  mind  in  the 
l^orci,  Wiiikmg  in  the  fpirit  of  truth,  praying  one  for 
untie Svur,  fo  this  nouie  is  God’s  houfe  of  praver  for  ail 
people,  and  is  of  God’s  building.  Pfa.  cxxvii,  i,  2. 

ihar  this  might  be  a  true  figure  of  Chnft  and  the 
church,  God  bulk  this  houfe,and  keeps  it  by  command- 
mem.—Sayiflg  a  man  fhall  leave  his  father  and  his 
mother,  his  deareft  friends  in  nature,  and  (hall  cleave 
unto  his  wife,  and  they  (hall  be  one  flefli. 

.Obfervcthis  command, (hall  is  three  times  exprdTed^ 
wudi  an  abloiute  authority  in  this  verfe,  this  was  obeyed. 

I  i;-s  was  the  old  commandment  which  was  from  the 
beginning,  when  God  made  them  male  and  female,  and 
edited  their  name  Adam,  and  bleffed  them  the  fame  day, 
sn  one  name, —Gen,  v.  2,  So  now  being  in  the  fame 
Simon  and  ownels,  that  they  were  in,  before  the  woman 
was  tacen  Out  of  man,  and  made  vifible  :  fo  they  twain 
fnah  be  one  Hefh,  wherefore  they  are  no  more  twain,  but 
one  fiefh,  what  therefore  God  hath  joined  together,  let 
not  man  put  alundcr,-— Matt.  xix.  4,  tg  6.  Here  is  a. 
command  in  the  covenant  of  God's  peace,  that  is  ordered 
in  a!!  things  and  iurr,  that  there  MiaIS  not  be  a  bill  of 
divorcement,  that  a  man  nruv  put  away  his  wife,  and  fb 
pur  afundcr,  that  which  the  Lord  hath  irreparably  join- 
cd  together ;  for  if  it  could  4  been,  it  would  fpoilc  the 
%ur~>  >or  rhat  which  the  Lord  defigned  it, and  tile  ho ufe 
fsi.u  wifdom  1'uth  built  could  not  fund,  but  God  laid  my 
c&unfei  fhall  fund,  and  I  will  do  all  my  pleafure  there¬ 
fore  iic  uith,  Mf-i,  ii.  14,  1 5,  — Y ec  ye  fay,  wherefore  : 
fcecaufe  the  Lord  hath  been  witncfs  between  thee  and  the 
Vi-'ile  thy  youth,  againft  whom  thou  haft  dealt  treacher- 
©ufly  i  yet  is  file  thy  companion  the  wife  of  thy  cov¬ 
enant.  And  did  not  he  make  one  ?  Yet  had  he  the  re- 
of  che  fpirit.  And  wherefore  one  ?  That  he  might 
a  goodly  leed, therefore  take  heed  to  your  fpirir,&let 
wone  dea!  treacheroufly  againft  the  wife  of  his  youth. 

Fierc  we  fee  the  L«rd  is  a  witnefs  in  his  own  family, 
and  wili  have  hi*  covenant  orders  observed,  and  his  corn¬ 
ua  an  da 


(—3 1-) 


minds  obeyed,  by  the  one  feed  which  is  Chrlfi:  the  hcafl 
of  every  man,  who  fa  id,  I  will  never  leave  thee  nor  for- 
fake  thee.  So  that  we  may  boldly  fay,  rhcLord  is  my 
helper,  and  I  will  not  fear  what  man  fhall  do  unto  rr.c, 

•—lee  Bcb.  xiii.  5.  6. 

Again,  I  underhand  that  when  God  formed  Adam,, 
and  made  him  a  living  aftive,  intelligible. being,  and  did 
bind  the  Dragon,  and  fhiu  him  up  athoufand  year*  kill 
this  firft  difpenfation  fhould  end  ;  in  this  time,  in  a  fig¬ 
urative  fenfe,  made  him  the  head  of  nature,  making  ail 
things  that  he  had  made,  fubfervient  for  his  comfort  and 
honour  aid  gave  him  a  law,  commanding  him  to  keep 
it,  on  penalty  of  death.  God  did  not  make  him  &  free 
agent  of  this  moral  law,  to  aft  for  himfelf  to  keep  it,  or 
not  keep  it,  as  he  chofc  or  thought  belt,  no  if  furh  a 
thing  could  have  been,  (which  could  not),  1  think  God 
could  not  exafted  the  penalty,  but  God  gave  him  this 
law  by  commandment,  laying  thou  fhalt  nor,  as  has  been 


*  r 

l  m 


his 

the 


faid  above. 

And  as  this  law  was  exhibited  to  the  type,  that  God 
did  know  could  not  fulfil  in  the  leaft  degree,  neither  did 
he  defign  he  fhould,  but  this  type  did  paint  to  the  or* 
goodly  feed,  that  he  fought,  who  was  able  to  kee 
perfectly,  therefore  God  hath  ch^fen  him  to  redeem 
people,  and  put  away  none,  as  in  Mala.  it.  16,— Fo: 

Lord  the  God  ofllracl  faith,  that  he  hateth  putting  away, 
far  one  cavereth  violence  with  his  garment  faith  the 
Lord  of  hoft.  Therefore  take  heed  to  your  ipirit,  th 
ye  deal  not  trcacheroufly. 

Therefore  it  is  evident,  that  th®  law  was  given  to  the 
man,  when  the  woman  was  included  in  him.  So  there 
was  no  conditional  obligation  made  to,  or  with  the  wo¬ 
man,  that  if  flat  kept  the  law  the  fhould  iiw,  but  if  flic 
rebelled  fhe  feould  furely  die,  but  to  the  man  only,' the 
woman  having  no  ftrength,  was  not  in  the  conditions. 
She  being  of  the  man,  and  appearing  in  a  diftmft  per  fan- 
ality,  was  brought  and  given  to  the  man,  for  his  bride, 
that  meeting  and  joining  her  in  this  conjunction  he  fhail 
never  put  her  away,  but  as  her  head,  proteftor  and  fure¬ 
ly.  So  now  by  a  covenant  oaih,  Supporting  her,  and 

fupptying 


/upplying  all  her  wants  and.  defending  her  from  being 
deft  rayed  by  her  enemies. 

This  proven  that  he  firft  chofe  her,  and  firft  loved  her, 
which  was  the  caufe  of  her  chafing  and  loving  him. 
From  this  confidcration,  I  perceive,  that  the  man  did  noc 
receive  an  addition  to  himfeif,  that  he  did  noc  pc  fiefs  be¬ 
fore,  but  the  fame  bone  and  flefh,  that  was  his  own  for¬ 
ever,  fo  but  one  now. 

Now  as  the  woman  was  not  taken  out  of  the  head, 
flic  w  as  not  to  be  a  head  ruler  in  the  family,  and  as  fhe 
was  not  taken  out  of  the  feet,  fhe  is  not  to  be  defpifed 
nor  trodden  under  foot,  but  being  taken  out  of  the  fide  : 
and  as  the  man  is  by  the  woman,  fhe  (hall  be  an  equal 
heir  with  her  hufband  in  all  the  biefling  of  the  family, 
and  her  defire  ftiall  be  ro  her  hufband,  and  he  ihall  rule 
over  her,  by  a  law  of  love  and  pity,  the  holy  Apoftle 
Paul  faith,  Eph.  v.  32, — This  is  a  great  m)  fiery,  but  I 
fpeak  concerning  Chrift  and  the  church.  Matt,  xiii.  u. 
i  Cor.  iii.  1 6. 

Thus  having  faid  a  few  words  with  refpefi:  to  the  fig¬ 
ure,  1  £hall  make  a  few  more  remarks,  in  regard  to  the 
antitype,  who  is  the  iubftancc  for  as  the  command  was 
directed  to  Adam  to  prove  him,  that  he  might  fee  his 
own  inability  to  keep  it,  when  his  bride  and  all  his  off- 
fpring  was  included  in  him.  But  the  obeying  and  keep¬ 
ing  of  this  command,  was  enjoined  by  covenant  on  Chnft 
before  the  world  began,  and  alfo  to  fuffer  the  penalty  for 
the  breach  thereof. 


This  was  the  decree  of  God, when  his  bride  the  church, 
and  all  that  die  in  Adam,  were  included  in  him,  which 
he  promifed  (hould  be  made  alive  in  himfdf. 

Again,  when  the  woman  was  taken  out  of  man,  and 
God  brought  her  to  Adam,  foe  was  adorned  with  the  robe 
of  innocence,  equal  to  her  figurative  hufband  ;  and  as 
fhe  was  the  mother  of  all  living,  lo  the  whole  world  of 
mankind,  being  by  her;  here  was  God’s  building  com¬ 
pletely  finifhed,  as  confidered  in  the  figure.  1  hi&  was  a 
manifeftation  ot  h:s  being  married  unto  her,  before  fhe 
was  taken  out  of  him  ;  fo  it  was  not  any  good  works 

that  the  woman  did  or  could  do,  that  was  the  caufe  of 

this 


ihiss  marriage.  But  this  was  the  caufe,  they  being  afon® 
conftitutioa,  and  called  by  one  name,  To  the  caufe  was 
in  the  man  alone  ;  but  as  this  building  is  to  be  fhaken 
and  pais  away,  it  points  to  the  spiritual  houfe  that  Cannes 
be  fhaken,  but  doth  remain* 

Therefore  as  we  have  borne  the  image  of  our  earthly 
parent,  we  (hall  alfo  bear  the  image  of  our  heavenly 
parent. — And  being  in  him,  we  were  chofen  by  him, who 
loved  us  then  with  an  evcrlafting  love,  being  members  of 
his  body,  of  his  tkfh  and  of  his  bones,  and  being  con- 
•fticuccd  like  himfelf  he  laid,  I  am  married  unto  you  ;  arid 
in  this  union  and  ownefs  he  faid,  1  have  called  you  by  my 
name, for  ye  are  mine,  in  this  name  he  faith,  Rev.  Hi.  12* 
Him  that  overcometh,  will  I  make  a  pillar  in  the  temp¬ 
le  of  my  God,  and  he  (hall  go  no  more  our,  and  I  will 
write  upon  him  the  name  of  my  God,  and  the  name  of 
the  city  of  my  God,  which  ts  New  jerufalem,  which 
comech  down  out  of  heaven  from  my  God,  and  I  will 
write  upon  him  my  new  name.  Thefc  have  overcome  by 
&  wafhed  their  robes  in  the  blood  of  the  larnb,&  are  worthy. 

This  is  the  New  jeruialem  that  John  faw,  which  is  the 
Holy  City,  coming  down  from  God  out  of  heaven,  pre¬ 
pared  as  a  bride  adorned  for  her  hufband.  Mark,  the 
bride  come  down  from  God  out  of  heaven  ready  ador¬ 
ned  to  meet  the  bridegroom,  that  goeth  forth  of 
his  chamber,  and  the  bride  out  of  her  clofet, — Joel  i/\ 
3 6.  To  rejoice  in  God  alone, fo  the  bride,  Chrifi’s  church 
had  no  need,  neither  could  (he  do  any  thing  in  point  of 
duty,  as  praying,  repenting,  believing,  and  for  faking 
every  evil  way,  See.  nor  live  a  Godly  life,  &c.  in  order 
that  (ht  might  be  adorned  with  a  wedding  garment  5 
for  thefe  duties  (hows  that. (he  loves  God,  fo  her  doing 

-tP 

them  was  not  the  caufe  of  God's  chufmg.  her,  and  lov¬ 
ing  her,  for  the  caufe  of  this  was  in  God  alone,  who 
chofe  her  in  Chrift  before  time. 

Therefore  he  adorned  her  with  his  own  divine  nature*, 
and  cloathed  her  with  his  fons  righteouinefs,  which  is 
her  wedding  garment,  in  ibis  he  abideth  faithful  and 
cannot  deny  himfelf.  Herein  the  figure  and  the  anti¬ 
type  agree,  for  no  man  ever  yet  hated  his  c?/n  fldh  but 
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nouriftinh  and  cherifheth  if,  even  tis  the  Lord  the  churchy 

hm  \s  no  putting  away,  for  that  the  Lord  hates  a  fpe- 

Citutn  of  the  of  the  figure,  that  was  manifef- 

ted  in  iht  (bit  oiipfcniation,  to  the  fir  it  generation,  who 

lived  in  intocency  which  figure  pointed  to  Chrift  the 

fubfLnce,  which  was  titan  ifeued  in  the  fourth  difpenfa- 

tion,  when  Chrift  a/ofe  from  the  dead,  and  proved  it  by 

his  rdurreftion  power.— See  Ephe.  v.  ao,  to  the  end  of 

the  chapter, 

* 

I  obfervr  when  this  laft  Adam  the  Lord  from  heaven* 
who  was  made  a  quickning  I  pint,  did  come  in  his  re- 
furredion,  power  and  glory,  there  was  a  voice  of  much 
people  in  heaven,  faying,  Alleluia  Salvation,  and  glory, 
and  honor  and  power  unto  the  Lord  our  God.  For  true 
and  righteous  are  his  judgments,  for  he  hath  judged  the 
grrar  whore,  which  did  corrupt  the  earth  with  her  for¬ 
nication,  and  hath  avenged  the  blood  of  hi#  fervants  at 
her  hand. 

Now  was  cornplcated  God’s  fpiritual  building  in  hi# 
church,  which  is  God’s  temple  for  the  holy  Ghoft  to 
dwell  in,  and  a  multitude  Imai!  and  great,  and  his  fer¬ 
vants  that  feared  him  pr ailed  God,  laying,  Let  us  be 
glad  and  rejoice,  and  give  honour  to  him,  for  the  marri¬ 
age  of  the  Lamb  is  come,  and  his  wife  hath  made  her- 
fdf  ready. — See  Rev.#;#. 

Therefore  in  this  fpi ritual  houfe  there  is  no  types,  nor 
metaphors,  no  death,  for  row  nor  pain,  for  all  tears  are 
wiped  away  from  ail  facts,  fo  their  joys  are  unfpeakablc 
and  full  of  glory. 

Again,  And  they  were  both  naked,  tks  man  and  bis  wife , 
and  were  not  afijamed* 

Now  in  this  innocent  date,  thefe  two  children  lived  in 
peace  and  love,  without  interruption,  and  as  heirs  of  this 
eft  ate,  they  delight  in  one  another’s  company,  and  feek 
one  another’s  good,  enjoying  all  the  bltffings  God  had 
promifed  them,  in  this  their  own  habitation,  for  they  had 
not  done  any  thing  contrary  to  law  t©  make  them  afha- 
ined,  for  the  old  feipent,  the  luft  of  the  flefh,  the  luft  of 
the  e\c,  and  the  pride  of  life,  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
hath  formed,  when  he  formed  Adam’s  earthy  body,  was 
bound.  So 


(-35”) 

So  pride  was  not  revealed  to  difturb  the,  peace  of  fo- 
eietv,  neither  could  it  appear  to  do  hurt,  ’till  the  fame 
powers  that  (hut  it  up,  (hould  took  it  out  of  the  bottom, 
jcfs  pit,  at  the  appointed  time,  fo  peace  did  now  abound 
in  God’s  family.  For,  only  by  pr.de  cometh  contention, 
but  with  the  well  advifed  is  wildom.  W hen  pride  com¬ 
eth,  then  cometh  fhame,  but  with  the  lowly  ts  wifcom, 

— Prov.  xiii.  10.  Prov.  xi.  a. 

Now  1  mull  conclude,  that  as  our  firft  parents  did  at 

this  time,  and  in  this  peaceable  (late, ,  reprelcnt  ail  'man¬ 
kind,  it  is  finmlar  to  what  is  faid  in  Ha.  .v<v.  7>  8>  .  lc 

whole  earth  is  at  reft,  and  is  quiet,  they  break  forth  into 
fingine.  Yea  the  fir  trees  reioice  at  thee,  and  tne  cedars 
of  Lebanon,  laying,  fince  thou  arc  laid  down,  no  id.tr  ts 
come  up  againft  us.  Their  redeemer  ia  ftrong,  the 
Lord  of  Holt’s  is  his  name;  he  (had  thoroughly  p  ead 
their  caufe,  that  he  may  give  reft  to  the  land,_anc  dis¬ 
quiet  the  inhabitants  of  Babylon,— Jere  /.  34q  Rev.  xvut. 
so.  Pfa.  cxlviii.  the  whole  Pfal.m.  I  fa.  lx.  18.  _ 

I  believe  chat  according  to  the  index  of  the  fenpture, 

*  1  -  c  ^ L-‘^-  the 


that  in  the  firft  ageof  the  church  of  Chrift,  w hi 
church  and  all  nature  was  at  reft  and  quiet  ;  fo  long  u 
they  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  in  Numb,  xxxv,  34. 

_ Defile  not  therefore  the  land  which  ye  Hull  tnruoit, 

wherein  l  dwell,  for  I  the  Lord  dwell  among  the  chil- 

dren  of  Ifracl*  _  r  ,  .  *  » 

Now  altho’  they  enjoyed  the  bleflings  of  this  la 

through  Chrift,  yet  they  dwelt  in  it  as,ftrangers  in  the 

days  of  their  youth,  as  the  children  of  llrae  u  1 

land  of  Canaan,  before  they  went  into  Egypt. 

So  unftained  nature  was  as  happy  at  this  time,  a*  t 

could  pofiibiy  be,  being  fuppo.  ted  and  governed  by  1 1  .r 
redeemer,  who  was  with,  and  did  love  his  church  in  the 
firft  a*e,  as  he  did  in  the  laft.  By  this  con  fide  ration, 
as  all  the  enemies  of  the  church  was  confined,  and  nom¬ 
ine  to  difturb  them,  they  lived  perfectly  happy  m  that  ei- 

tate,  and  did  pre  figu rate  the  bkffednefs  and  perfection 
of  the  church  of  Chrift,  in  ail  ages  to  the  ent  o  time, 
for  in  Chrift  all  arc  without  fault  before  the  throne. 

Our  firft  parents  being  without  pride  was  vnt^ou 
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fiu.f,  «nd  tno.ugh  (hey  were  naked,  yet  not  aftamed,  and 
needed  no  covering  for  body  or  mind,  far  their  judge* 
find  officers  were  all  righteous  at  this  time.  But  altho’ 
r‘)-y  were  without  the  knowledge  ofChr'ift  as  a  redeemer, 
wtiich  could  not  be  rill  there  wss  a  failing  away,  and  the 
rnan  of  fin  ffiould  be  revealed,  but  they  "knew  God  by 
his  name,  God  Almighty. 

Therefore  he  gave  them  a  meafure  of  hi*  fpiric  to  pro, 
nt  withal,  for  Chrift  was  the  true  light,  which  lighteth 
every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world.  He  was  in  the 
world,  and  the  world  was  made  by  him,  and  the  world 
Knew  him  not.  He  came  unto  his  own,  and  his  own 
received  him  not.  And  as  he  was  the  word  of  God  br 
whom  all  things  were  made,  fo  he  was  the  power  and 
■wifdom  ofGod  by  which  every  thing  was  made  and  com¬ 
manded,  to  convey  light  and  fupport  to  the  children  of 
men  through  time,  and  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  na¬ 
tions  of  men,  fur  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth, 
s»nd  determined  the  times  before  appointed,  and  the 
{rounds  of  their  habitation,— Ads  xvii.  c>6,  ay,  28,29. 
And  as  this  word  is  in  all  the  things  that  God  created, 
and  made,  thereby  he  msnifeftetb  himfelf  to  mankind. 
S5e  Pi3-  xw-  2,  3,  4> — The  heavens  declare  the  glory 

God  ;  and  the  firmament  ffieweth  his  handy  works. 

Pay  unco  Gav  utcereth  fpeech,  and  night  unfo  mghc 

Joeweth  knowledge.  There  is  no  fpeech  nor  language 

vjoere  their  voice  is  not  heard.  Their  lire  is  gone  out 

through  ail  the  earth,  and  their  words  to  the  end  of  the 
woil  j. 

1  ‘!'J*  makes  himfelf  known  to  his  fervtsnts  by  3 
S  iW  h?  Pi iri  the  works  of  his  hand,  which  law '  he 
e  .mmanded  them  to  obey  ;  u  in  Pia.  xiv.  5,— Ail  thy 
vwks  (hall  praife  thee  O  Lord,  and  thy  fains  fliall  bids 
thee,  b  or  as  Ins  works  day  and  night  ffieweth  know. 

'*  that  rhac  i ;  no  Ipeer  h  nor  language  where  their 
voice  is  not  heard,  but  as  he  is  good  to  all'  and  his  tender 
lot <ciet  ate  over  a!l  his  works,  this  voice,  this  line,  and 
ton.  word,  is  gone  out  through  the  earth,  to  the  end  of 
me, World.  I  hen  fnth  let  a  tabernacle  in  the  fun:  to 
•'dt  and  OiCrs  the  earth, and  make  it  fruitful,  as  in  Gen,  . 

•  1 4'  T  he 
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The  ApofHe  Paul  fpeaking  of  the  mercies  of  God  w 
man,  in  genera!,  laith,  Rom.  i.  iS,  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter.  And  as  the  Plalmift  hath  fet  forth  the  b!ci- 
fings  that  he  receives,  that  hears  this  voice  and  obeys  it. 
The  A  pottle  (hows  the  not  hearing  and  obeying  it,  is 
the  caufe  of  our  condemnation,  he  laith,  for  the  wrath  of 
God  is  revealed  from  heaven,  againft  all  ungodlinefs 
end  unrighteoufncfsof  men,  who  hold  the  truth  in  un- 

righteoufnefs,  becaufe  that  which  may  be  known  of  G®d 
is  mamfeft  in  them  ;  for  God  hath  (hewed  it  unto  them  ; 
(or  the  invifible  things  of  him  from  the  creation  of  the 
world  are  clearly  feen,  being  understood  by  the  things 
that  are  made,  even  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead,  fo 
that  they  are  without  exeufe.  And  then  gives  the  reafon  ; 
becaufe  that  when  they  knew  God,  they  glorified  him 
not  as  God,  neither  were  thankful,  but  became  vain  in 
their  imaginations,  and  their  foobfh  heart  was  darken¬ 
ed,  profeffing  themfclves  to  be  wife,  they  became  fools. 
Becaufe  of  this  deception  they  forlbok  the  Lord  whom 
they  knew,  and  worfhiped  idol  Gods,  they  knew  nor.  * 
and  changed  the  glory  o\  the  uncorruptible  God,  into  an 
image  made  like  corruptible  man,  and  to  birds  and  four- 
footed  beads,  and  creeping  things,  wherefore  God  a! fo 
gave  them  up  to  uncleanneis,  through  the  lulls  at  tneir 
own  hearts  to  difnonour  their  own  bodies  between  them- 
(elves.  Thus  he  goes  on  to  the  end  of  the  chapter  ;  the 
jams  in  Col.  tii.  6,— For  which  things  fake,  the  wrath  of 
God  cometh  on  the  children  of  difobedience,  Becaufe 
rebellion  is  a  breach  of  law,  and  is  unjult,  for  this  rcaloR 
the  law  worketh  wrath,  for  where  no  law  is,  there  is  no 


Iran  fgre  (don. 

And  as  the  invifible  things  of  him  from  the  creation  of 

the  world  are  fce$,  and  not  only  fern  but  being  under- 

ftood  ai fo  by  vall  God’s  intelligible  beings,  by  the  thing! 

that  are  made,  even  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead,  this 

is  the  light  that  lighteth  every  man  ;  by  this  they  know 

that  there  is  a  power  above  them,  a  feif  dependant  being, 

who  was  the  firfl,  by  whom  all  things  were  made,  by 

which  man  and  every  living  creature  is  fupported,  in 

this  fenfe  al!  men  know  God  and  are  without  txcufc  who 

do 
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4onot  glorify  him  as  God  ;  xhis  law  was  placed  in  the 
•firufture  of  nature,  in  the  beginning, and  all  men  are  un¬ 
der  this  law  and  judged  by  it,  both  Jew  and  Gentiles* 
according  to  their  advantages :  fo  to  die  Jews  firft,  and 
aifo  to  the  Gentiies ;  for  unto  them  th  e  are  contentious 
and  do  not  obey  the  truth,  but  obey  unrighreoufnefs, 
indignation  and.  wrath.  Bur  glory,  honour  and  peace  to 
every  rr  m  that  worketh  good,  to  the  Jew  and  alfo  to 
the  Gentiles,  for  there  it  no  refpeft  of  perfons  with  God  $ 
for  when  the  Gentiles  which  have  not  the  law,  (given  in 
particular  precepts)  do  by  nature  the  things  contained  in 
the  Uw,  theft  having  not  the  law,  arc  a  law  unto  them- 
felves. 

Which  fhew  the  work  of  the  law  written  in  their 
hearts,  their  confcience  alfo  bearing  wicnei-s,  and  their 
thoughts  the  mean  while  accufing,  or  die  excufing  one 
soother* 

By  this  it  is  plain  that  the  law  did  not  take  its  rife  or 
proceed  from  the  old  natural  man,  but  was  written  by 
the  (pint  of  truth  in  the  heart  and  mind  of  man,  to  teach 
them,  that  all  things  whatfoever  thee  would,  that  men 

‘w'  9 

flunk]  do  to  vou,  do  ye  even  fo  to  them,  for  this  is  the 
law  and  the  Prophets, — Matt.  vii.  12. 

So  by  this  law  that  is  written  in  every  man's  confci- 
ence,  they  are  accufed  or  elfe  excufed.  In  the  day  when 
God  (hall  judge  the  ferrets  of  men  by  Jefus  (Thrift  accor¬ 
ding  to  my  gofpel,  faith  the  Apoftle, — fee  Rom.  ii.  which 
you  may  read  for  your  fatis^adlion. 

Now  as  this  law  was  given  to  Adam,  in  whom  all 
mankind  were  included,  fo  as  ir  was  given  to  him,  io  ic 
was  given  to  all  men,  as  if  they  had  then,  been  in  perfo¬ 
rm]  exigence.  Therefore  as  all  rhinos  were  now  fettled 
by  God  in  the  kingdom  of  his  providence,  by  his  eternal 
counfel,  which  mult  be  fulfilled  in  h:s  time,  in  due  fes- 
fbn ;  and  as  G  >d  will  have  ail  men  to  he  fayed,  find 


come  to  the  knowledge  of  die  truth,  this  decree  being 
abfolute,  unconditional  to  nun  in  regard  of  what  man 
doth  do,  or  doth  not  do,  io  it  will  eternally  (land,  for  this 
is  of  grace,  but  his  woulding  ns  his  juftice  a£t,  for  as  God 
hath  ordered  every  thing  in  the  kingdom  of  his  provi¬ 
dence. 


this 


4ence,  ra  contribute  peace  and  comfort  to  man  in 
life,  if  they  walk  in  wifdoms  ways,  but  if  not  they  fhcll 

In  this  fenfermn  is  fet  in  a  flare  of  probation,  for  this 
life  onlv  and  not  for  eternity.  So  as  it  was  laid  to  Cain, 
fb  it  is  laid  to  all  men,  If  thou  doeft  well,  fliak  thou 
not  be  accepted,  and  if  thou  dodl  not  well,  fin  iierh  at 
the  door.  So  inlfa.  iti.  to,  1 i,— Say  ye  to  the  righte¬ 
ous  that  it  fiail  be  well  with  him  lor  they  ihall  eat  the 
fruit  of  their  doings.  Wo  unto  the  wicked  tl pall  be  lii 
with  him,  for  the  reward  of  his  hards  fhail  be  given  him  : 

(which  is  juft.) 

This  was  the  law  covenant  God  made  with  Adam 
and  his  offspring  when  in  a  ftate  of  innocency  5  fo  he 
commands  every  man,  as  the  Apoftle  faith  1  Cor.  vi.  1 9» 

ao> _ What  know  ye  not  that  your  bedy  is  the  temple  of 

the’  holy  ghoft  which  is  in  you  which  ye  have  of  God, 
and  ye  are  not  your  own.  bor  ye  are  bought  with  a 
price,  therefore  glorify  God  in  your  body,  and  in  yo® 
fpirit,  which  are  God’s.  This  covenant  Chrift  fuifi.led. 
1  believe  this  to  he  the  time  in  the  fiift  age  of  the  world, 
before  man  had  adtually  finned,  that  Chrift  had  reference 
to,  in  Matt.  xxv.  14  to  the  31,  and  in  Luke  xix.  i  a  to 
the  a8.  Matthew  has  it  thus,— For  the  kingdom  o/heav- 
vettis  as  a  man  travelling  into  -a  tar  country,  who  ca.ied 
his  own  fervants  and  delivered  uPto  them  his  goons. 
And  Luke  thus,— He  laid  therefore  a  certain  ncbleman 
went  into  a  far  country,  to  receive  for  himfelf  a  kingdom 
>  and  to  return. 

This  metaphor  fhows  God’s  univerfal  love  and  cats 

for  his  people,  by  calling  them  his  own  fer  vants  ana  oe- 
livering  unto  them  his  goods,  and  unto  one  he  gave  five 
talents”  to  another  two,  and  to  another  one,  to  every 
tnan  according  to  his  fevera!  ability  ;  end  li.aigutwa/ 
took  his  journey.  In  Luke,  When  the  r>vOiem<»n  y 
given  to  his  fervants,  to  each  one  his  pound,  he  laid, 

occupy  'till  1  come.  . 

Here  was'fomething  for  man  to  do  in  point  of  obedi¬ 
ence,  but  not  of  merit  nor  to  pay  any  deb?,  nor  in  any 

wife,  that  God  might  place  his  love  upon  him,  ci  c  *u  e 
*  0  aim 
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him  in  Chrift,  for  this  he  did  before  time,  I  take  this 
to  be  the  time  When  God  commanded  Adam  to  drefi  the 
garden  <tnd  keep  it,  till  he  come,  then  he  gave  to  ever/ 
01311  n5s  talent,  and  the  manifeftation  of  the  fpirit  is  giy- 
en  to  every  man  to  profit  withal,  as  above  faid,  For 
wntre  there  is  no  law  there  is  no  tranfgrcffion,— fee  Ads 
xvi!.  30.  And  the  times  of  this  ignorance  God  winked 
a£  *  but  now  commandi  all  men  every  where  to  repent. 
—See  Luke  xxh>.  4410  48.  Luke  mu  16.  Rom. 

ii.  Eph.  Hi.  5.  Titus  //.  11.  1  Peter  i.  14.  1  Peter  tv. 

3  to  7,  See. 

Therefore  it  was  of  nccfftuy  that  there  fhould  be  a 
law  or  Lfl  xible  juftice,  for  if  nor,  there  could  not  been 
a  reckoning  day,  nor  a  day  of  judgment,  and  if  not,  then 
the  nobleman  muft  loft  his  honour  and  dignity,  fo  then 
none  could  been  condemned  nor  any  jufbficd.  Then  ic 

5  ^  ^  ^  r  lv  s  all  praiie  thee  O  Lord, 

arul  thy  uints  fhall  blefs  thee.  But  as  th®  law  of  the 
Lord  is  perfe£V,  converting  the  foul,  and  the  command- 
men:  O!  the  Lord  pure,  enlightening  the  eyes.  There¬ 
fore  he  gave  it  to  his  lervants  when  (landing  in  an  un¬ 
earned  character,  by  order,  according  to  their  fcveral 
abilities. 

And  as  thefe  talents  were  all  of  one  kind  and  fubftancr, 
which  is  Chrift,  and  eternal  life  in  him,  who  delivered  m 
from  fo  great  a  death  anddoth  deliver,— 2  Cor.  i.  10. 
And  as  he  hath  given  Chrift  to  us  all,  how  (hall  he  nos 
with  him  freely  give  us  all  things. —  It  is  therefore  re¬ 
quired  of  every  man  according  to  the  meafure  of  grace, 
&  the  gift  of  God  beftowed  on  him, To  do  all  that  he  dotft 
to  the  glory  of  God,  and  whatfoever  ye  do  in  word  or 
deed,  do  *1!  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jcfus,giving  thanks 
to  God  and  the  father  by  him, — Colo.  in.  17.  ‘So  all 
that  we  do  (hould  be  for  the  good  of  the  churc  n  of  Chrift, 
and  the  fociet  y  of  mankind  in  peace  and  charity,  that 
when  our  judge  fhall  come,  we  may  be  found  of  him  in 
peace. 

After  a  long  time  the  Lord  of  thofe  fervants  comrth 
end  reckoneth  with  them,  having  received  to  himfelf  9 
kingdom,  which  is  mentioned  in  Dan.  ii .  44,  Thus 

w*« 
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was  the  appointed  time  that  Chrift:  came  in  the  fkfh  to 
finifti  the  work  the  father  had  given  him  to  do,  and  gath¬ 
er  out  of  his  kingdom  all  things  that  offend,  and  them 
that  do  iniquity,  and  prefent  hn  church  to  himtelf  with¬ 
out  blemifh,  by  ending  all  controverfy,  between  God  and 
his  people, — Gala.  iv.  i,to  6.  Ads  xvii.  31.  Matu 
xiii,  41. 

Therefore  this  kingdom  that  the  Lord  received  to 
himfelf,  was  a  kingdom  of  prietts,  that  were  under  the 
law  covenant,  that  if  they  obeyed  and  keep  it,  then  they 
fhall  be  a  peculiar  people,  a  holy  nation, —  Exod.  xix.  5, 
6.  This  law  being  holy,  requires  perfedt  obedience, 
which  thefe  lervants  in  their  natural  pofition  and  charac¬ 
ter  they  ftand  in,  were  not  able  to  perform  ;  therefore  the 
fulfillment  of  this  command  was  charged  to,  and  was  re¬ 
quired  of  the  furety,  who  was  fully  able,  who  being  in 
the  form  of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with 
God  in  the  Godhead;  But  made  himfelf  of  no  reputation, 
and  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant,  and  was  made 
in  the  likenefs  of  men,  and  being  found  in  the  fafhion  as 
a  man,  he  humbled  himlelf,  and  became  obedient  unco 
death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs. 

So  in  his  manhood  called  the  fon  of  God,  was  made  of 
a  woman,  made  under  the  fame  law  that  man  was,  to  re¬ 
deem  them  that  were  under  the  law,  that  we  might  receive 
the  adoption  of  Tons,  in  his  likeneis.  — 1  hus  in  the  fuii- 
nefs  of  time  he  was  fent  forth  by  the  father,  to  fulfil 
this  law,  which  he  received  of  his  lather  by  command¬ 
ment.  So  as  true  as  h t  did  appear  at  this  time,  all  man¬ 
kind  appeared  in  him,  and  was  reprefented  by  him,  be¬ 
fore  the  judgment  feat  of  Chrift,  that  every  one  may  re¬ 
ceive  the  things  done  in  his  body,  according  to  that  he 
hath  done  whether  it  be  good  or  bad. 

Thus  Chrift  did  enter  into  heaven  itfelf  now  to  appear 

in  the  preience  of  God  for  u$.  Novt  he  commanded 

thde  lervants  to  be  called  unto  him,  to  know  how  much 

every  man  had  gained  by  tradcing.  I  his  fignihes  the 

travel  of  man  in  this  life,  while  in  the  body  ;  that  lhows 

which  fpirit  thev  are  led  by  in  their  minds,  at  tnis  time, 

whether  by  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  by  which  they  walk  hu- 
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\y  and  love  their  neighbour  as  themfdves,  by  whick 
tnrr  are  juftified,  or  elfe  by  the  fpirit  of  this  world  tha& 
proceeds  from  thefinful  lull  of  the  flefti,  that  lead/therri 
w  hate  and  envy  one  another  by  which  they  become  rn« 
Ernies  to  God,  by  wicked  works  in  their  minds,  for  whick 
mre  condemned. 

And  he  that  had  received  five  talents;  came  ar>4 
ou^hi  other  five*  He  alfo  that  had  received  two  tal- 
clKCi  came  and  faith  Lord,  thou  deliveredfl  unto  me  two 
talenu,  behold  I  have  gained  two  other  talents  befides 
(taem.  Here  is  no  difference  in  the  value  or  kind  of 
thde  talent*,  but  the  five,  two  and  one  are  of  one  free 
a*  oat  gained  more  than  the  other,  appears  t© 
be  this,  Luke  xii.  48, — For  unto  whomfoever  much  is 
given  of  him  fhall  be  much  required,  &c.  The  Apof, 
tic  faith  thus,  1  Cor.  viti.  12, — For  if  there  be  firft  a 
willing  mind,  (mat  is  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  fois 
Winch  is  Chrift  living  in  them,  by  which  according  to 
the  meafure  of  the  faith  of  Chrift  given  to  them,  they  alt 
and  behave  one  towards  another,)  it  is  accepted  accord¬ 
ing  to  that  a  man  hath,  and  not  according  to  that  he  hath 

nor.  See  2  Cor.  ix.  6,  7,  8.  pi0v.  xi.  25.  John  i. 
j  6. 

Thefs  being  in  Chrift  are  new  creatures,  whofe  fruits 
*re  unto  holinefs,  and  the  end  everiafting  life.  To  thefs 
lervants  the  Lord  laid,  well  done  thou  good  and  faith¬ 
ful  fervant,  thou  haft  been  faithful  over*  few  things,  l 
will  make  thee  ruler  over  many  things,  enter  thou  into 
the  joy  of  thy  Lord.  As  our  immortal  Ipirits  are  of  his 
Lienee,  he  hath  renewed  os  in  the  fpirit  of  our  mind, 
that  we  ice  and  enjoy  the  Gofpt  1  diipenfation,  wherein  ha 
hatu  made  us  unto  our  God,  kings  and  pi  if  Us  ;  and  ws 
ftiad  reign  on  the  earth,  over  fin  and  unbelif  with  this 
pi o m ife,  to  reign  with  him  for  ever  and  ever. 

i  hrn  he  which  hid  received  the  one  talent  came,  and 
<sid,  Lord  I  knew  thee  that  thou  arc  an  hard  man,  reap¬ 
ing  where  thou  haft  not  (own,  and  gathering  where  thou 
liA’ti  not  ti revved.  And  I  was  afraid,  and  went  and  hid 
4hy  tslcnt  in  the  earth  :  Lo  there  thou  haft  that  is  thine, 
i  have  oft  queried  with  myfclf  what  I  Should  under- 

ft;  ' 
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lUndbvthis  wicked  fervant,  who  was  God's  fervawf* 
The  anfwer  to  this  query  l  fhall  leave  till  the  fecond  dif- 
penlation  takes  place,  for  he  could  not  be  revealed  in  th® 
grft,  bccauic  he  was  bound,  till  that  prophecy  was  fulfil* 
led  i  but  altho*  man  was  happy  and  quiet  in  this  innocent 
{late,  yet  the  Pfaimift  gives  this  account  of  him,  Fla® 
eeltx.  ii, — NTevcrtbelds,  man  being  in  honour  abideth  not* 
he  is  like  the  beafts  that  penfh.  Verfe  so,~Man  that  is 
in  honour  and  underftandeth  not,  is  like  the  beafts  that 
perifli.  P<a.  xxxix.  5.  Eccle.  Hi.  19.  P/a.  tee.  4* 
eecti.  9.  This  being  the  ftatc  of  man,  yet  he  faith,  But 
God  will  redeem  my  foul  from  the  power  of  the  grave* 
for  he  fhall  receive  me  :  fpeakingof  Chrift,-— -  Pfa.  xlitt* 
15,  Htrethe  firft  difpenfation  ends  and  the  fecond  oil- 
penfation  takes  place,  as  we  find  according  to  God's  da* 
iSgri  in 


Genesis  Hi.  1,  2,  3. 


New  the  ferpent  was  more  fubtile  than  any  beafis  ef  the 
Jteld  zvkicb  the  Lord  God  had  made .  And  he  J aid  to  the 
woman,  Tea,  hath  God  J 'aid ,  Tejhail  not  eat  of  every  tree 
0/  the  garden  ? 

This  ferpent  appears  to  be  the  fame  that  J*>hn  faw* 
Rev.  %x.  1,2,3*  w^°  b7  t'ie  powet*  the  Angel  was 
bound,  and  fhut  up  in  tin  bottomlcfs  pit  for  a  let  time* 
Thisange!  is  Chrift  who  faid,  Fear  nor,  1  am  the  firft 
and  the  laft  ;  1  am  he  that  liveth  and  was  dead,  and  be¬ 
hold  1  am  alive  for  evermore,  Amen,  and  have  the  keys 
of  hell  and  of  death  and  hath  the  key  of  David,  h® 
that  openeth  and  no  man  fhutteth  ;  and  ihutteih  and  no 
pnan  openeth; — See  Rev.  i .  i7>  Rev.  iti*  J.  Ifa.  xxiu 
A2.  I  Cor.  xvi.  9. 

So  as  Chrift  was  in  the  beginning  and  made  all  thing!* 
kishand  formed  the  crooked  ferpent,  I  conclude  out  of 
the  created  darknefs,  as  he  appears  to  be  nothing  bui 
iUrkncfs,  and  is  called  the  God  of  this  world,  that  hark 
blinded  the  minds  of  them  that  bslieve  not.^Sce  %  Cer* 
rs.  3,  4.  Eph.  v*  1 1*  JPia.  ivii<  10*  n>  Matt,  viiu 
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ia  Rom.  xiii.  12  Luke*.  79.  As  darknef.  was  ae 
firft  upon  tne  face  of  the  deep,  the  earth  was  without 
form  and  void  j  fo  it  is  the  mother  of  ail  evil  devices 
and  vain  imaginations,  that  arifes  in  the  mind  of  man' 
w  ich  is  the  caufc  of  their  difobcdicnce.  But  when  man 
at  fiat  was  formed  with  all  his  intelled  faculties,  and  un- 
vivityed,  this  ferpent  was  hound,  fo  that  he  ihould  not 

tempt  nor  deceive  the  nations  till  the  firft  difpcnfatian 
wa*  ended.  r 

At  this  period  there  was  filence  in  heaven  about  the 
pace  of  half  an  hour  :  this  is  the  heart  and  mind  of  man, 
m  this  time  God  withdrew  the  teachings  of  his  fpjrit 
from  them,  that  the  feripture  might  be  fulfilled  Toh 
f  ^  9-~The  princes  refrained  talking  and  laid  sb7r 
hand  on  their  mouth.  Zech.  it.  ij,-Be  filent  O  all 

fleib  before  the  Lord,  for  he  is  railed  up  out  of  his  holy 
habitation.  1 

Now  was  the  ferpent  loofed  for  a  little  feafon,  and  fet 
on  a  throne  in  God’s  temple,  that  is  the  heart  of  man, 
and  by  his  tyrannical  power  did  ftay  the  whole  world  of 
mankind.  Thus  we  fee  that  as  foon  as  God  had  with¬ 
drawn  the  ftriving  of  his  fpirit  from  them,  as  he  faid  in 

Gen.  vi.  3, — Pviy  Spirit  fhallnot  always  ftrive  with  man, 
for  that  he  aifo  is  flefn. 

Now  there  was  a  falling  away  from  their  firfl  eftate  of 
innocency,  3nd  left  tneir  own  habitation  or  peace  and 
quietnefs,  &c.  and  had  defiled  the  land  wherein  the 
Lord  dwelt,  as  he  faid,  Numb.  xxxv.  34,— Defile  not 
the  land  which  ye  fhall  inhabit,  wherein  i  dwell,  for  I 
the  Lord  dwell  among  the  children  of  ifrael ;  agreeable  to 
2  Gor.  x't.  3, — But  1  fear  left  by  any  means  as  the  ferpent 
beguiled  Eve  through  he  fubnlity,  fo  your  minds  ihould 
be  corrupted  from  the  fimplicity  lhat  is  in  Chrift. 

I  conclude  that  the  land  being  defiled,  and  the  mind 
being  corrupted,  mean  one  thing  ;  and  the  ferpent  that 
beguiled,  tempted,  deceived  and  iriticed  them,  was  the 
lofts  of  the  fiefh.  See  James  i.  14, — But  every  Qian  is 
tempted  when  he  is  drawn  away  Of  his  own  luft  and  ind¬ 
eed.  ‘ Chert  an  many  devices  in  a  man’s  heart,-  D — 
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obvious  by  the  woman's  travel,  ver.  3>**Buc  of  the  fruit 
of  the  tree  which  is  in  the  midft  of  the  garden,  God 
hath  faid  ye  fhall  not  cat  of  it,  neither  fhall  ye  touch  it* 
left  ye  die.  Here  the  woman  acknowledges  (he  knew" 
God,  and  alfo  knew  his  commands,  that  wc  may  eat  of 
the  fruit  of  the  trees  of  the  garden  freely.  But  only  the 
fruit  of  this  tree  he  forbid,  faying  in  the  day  ye  eat  there¬ 
of  yc  (hall  furcly  die. 

But  notwichftanding  this  confcllion,  fhe  was  fo  far 
darkened  in  her  mind  by  deceitful  lull,  fhe  fpoke  dimi¬ 
nutive  of  God’s  oath,  which  was,  ye  fhall  furely  die  s 
fhe  faid  left  ye  die.  By  this  it  feems  that  war  was  pro¬ 
claimed  by  flcfhly  luft,  againft  the  foul,  and  all  humani¬ 
ty.  Sec  i  Pet.  ii.  n.  James  iv.  I.  This  plainly 
fhows  that  war  proceeds  from  luft,  that  is  in  the  mem¬ 
bers  that  fpoils  the  peace  offociety,  as  in  Pfalm  lxxxia 
1 1,  1 2, — But  my  people  would  not  hearken  to  my  voice* 
and  Ifrael  would  none  of  me.  So  I  gave  them  up  unto 
their  own  hearts  lufts,  and  they  walked  in  their  own 
counfel.  Pfa.  Ixxiii.  1 8, “Surely  thou  didft  fet  them  in 
flippery  places,  thou  cafteth  them  down  into  dcftru&ion,. 
The  Lord  (hall  bring  againft  them  a  nation  of  fierce 
countenance,  which  fhall  not  regard  the  perfon  of  the 
old,  nor  (hew  favour  to  the  young, — Deu.  xxviii.  §oD 
&c. 

Thefe  are  the  generation  that  Chriftfpake  to,  faying* 
Yeferpents,  ye  generation  of  vipers,  how  can  ye  efcape 
the  damnation  of  hell.  It  appears  by  God  giving  them 
up  unto  their  own  luft,  that  they  might  walk  in  their 
own  counfel,  was  to  fhow  that  man  was  made  fubjedt  to 
vanity  ;  and  for  this  it  is  faid.  For  God  hath  put  in 
their  hearts  to  fulfill  his  will,  and  agree  and  give  their 
kingdom  unto  the  beaft,  until  the  words  of  God  fhall  fas 
fulfilled. 

The  conftitution  and  defien  of  this  wicked  nation,  we 

find  in 

Verse  4,  5. 

And  the  ferpent  faid  ante  woman,  ye  pall  not  furely  diea 

For  Qeddoth  know ,  that  in  the  day  ye  eat  thereof,  then 


5**'  tytljhett  It  tptxtd,  asdpt  Jhttllbt  at  Ctit,  iatvhg 

good  And  evil . 

In  the  firft  place  he  (hows  his  conftitution,  which  wa* 
&  lie. 

2nd*  His  defign  which  was  to  deceive,  thus  he  ap¬ 
pears  a  murderer  from  the  beginning,  for  tho*  he  was 
once  bound  by  truth,  he  abode  not  in  the  truth,  becaufe 
there  was  no  tru  h  in  him, when  he  fpeakeih  a  lie  he  fpeak- 
eth  of  his  own,  for  he  is  a  liar  and  the  father  of  it.  This 
lie  was  the  tares  the  enemy  fowed  in  GocTs  field,  ?ht 
woman  3  mind  that  caufed  her  todifbelieve  God,  and  be¬ 
lieve  this  lie,  that  fnc  fhould  not  lurely  die  ;  that  (he 
might  be  damned.  Now  fhe  became  both  in  mind  and 
practice  of  her  father  the  devil,  and  the  ltjft  of  her  father 
£he  will  do,  for  the  flefh  lufteth  againft  the  fpirit. 

Thus  the  woman  being  tempted,  and  drawn  away  of 
hor  own  luft,  was  enticed  to  blafphemc,  as  in  Rev.  xiiL  6B 
—And  he  opened  his  mouth  in  bhfphemy  againft  God* 
to  blalpheme  his  name  and  his  tabernacle,  and  them  that 
dwell  in  heaven.  So  the  woman  being  given  up  to  th« 
luft  of  the  flefh,  the  luft  of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of  life* 
laid  within  herkif,  For  God  doth  know,  that  in  the  day 

eat  thereof,  that  your  eves  fliall  be  opened,  and  ye* 
{hall  be  as  God’s  knowing  good  and  evil. 

I  think  this  is  the  higheft  degree  of  blafphemy  againft 
God,  that  can  poffibly  be  committed  by  mortal  man,  who 
is  ef  no  higher  defeent  than  the  dements.  Gen.  #7.  7. 
1  his  was  rhe  firft  time  that  pride  made  its  appearance  in 
she  world,  which  caufcd  man  to  believe  that  the  foul  of 
m3n  is  immortal,  therefore  is  capable  of  doing  good  to 
« he  refurreftion  of  life,  which  will  make  them  eternally 
happy  of  doing  evil  to  the  rcfurredlion,  of  damnation, 
which  is  the  caufe  of  their  eternal  miferv. 

Thifc  principle  hath  continued  to  this  dav,  and  as  it 
r/as  in  the  beginning  lb  it  h  now  the  caufe  of  all  the 
wars  and  controverlies  amongft  mankind.  For  only  by 
pride  conoech  contention,  this  makes  a  man  think  he  is 
better  than  his  neighbour:  and  his  works  more  hely.  I 
jmderftand  rhe  foul  to  be  the  fubftantiil  part  of  this  tic- 
Wcnury  body,  wherein  confifteth  all  the  faculties  and 
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ftfRcm  of  the  foul  find  mind  of  man.  Now  as  thefe 
faculties  are  agitated,  cither  to  walk  after  the  fpirit  of 
Chrift  which  is  life,  orclfe  to  walk  after  the  fltfh  which 
h  death.  But  as  there  is  none  that  doth  good  and  fin-* 
octh  not,  fo  the  foul  thatfmneth  it  fiiall  die,  it  is  not  im¬ 
mortal.  But  the  immortal  fpirit  in  man  being  God's 
offspring  can  neither  fin  nor  die,  and  goes  to  God  that 
gave  it.  Now  it  appears  that  the  woman  walked  after 
the  flrfh,  and  believing  fhe  fhould  not  furcly  die,  which 
was  a  lie,  fhows  fhe  was  in  the  rranfgrefjfion,  being  decei¬ 
ved,  having  no  hands  in  their  death,  but  their  iirength 
is  firm,  they  are  not  in  trouble  nor  plagued  like  other 
men,  (being  paft  feeling  ) 

Therefore  pride  compaflfeth  them  ;  fee  to  this  purpofe 
Pfa.  Ixxiii.  4,  5,  6.  Thus  as  pride  had  taken  God's  feat 
in  her  heart,  fhe  imagined  (he  was  equal  t®  God,  and  wts 
now  able  like  Lucifer,  and  (aid  I  wiil  afeend  unto  heaven, 
I  will  exalt  my  throne  2bove  the  ftars  of  God,  I  will  fee 
alfo  upon  the  mount  of  the  congregation,  in  the  fides  of 
the  north,  I  will  be  like  the  molt  high.  Sec  I  fa.  xiv. 
Alfo,  a  Thtff.  iL  4,  this  is  the  man  of  fin, — Who  op- 
pefeth  and  exalteth  himfelf  sb®veail  that  is  called  God, 
or  that  is  woi  (hipped:  fo  that  he  as  God  fitteth  in  the 
temple  of  God,  (hewing  himfelf  that  he  is  God. 

Here  appears  what  John  faw  foon  after  the  old  ft  r pent 
was  loofed,  Rev.  xx.  4, —  And  I  faw  thrones,  and  they 
Jet  on  them,  thefe  thrones  was  the  princely  power  w  icked 
men  let  in,  to  rule  the  nations  of  the  earth.  And  m 
judgment  was  given  unto  them,  that  they  might  judge 
the  congregation  of  men  with  tyrannical  power,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  own  wicked  counfd,  to  which  God  had  giv- 
,en  them  up  to,  and  thus  put  in  their  hearts  to  fulfil  his 
will  ;  for  if  they  had  not  given  their  kingdom,  tost  b, 
their  power  and  fiefhy  faculties,  wholly  to  do  all  manner 
of  wickednefs  with  greedinefs,  God's  words  csuld  not 
have  been  fulfilled. 

Mark,  the  next  thing  that  John  faw  was  the  effects  of 
the  practice  of  theie  wicked  rulers,  that  c&ufed  God's 
people  to  err,  which  is  murder,  envy,  hatred,  which 
u  caufed  by  unbelief  in  their  minds.  Tie  (aid.  And  I 
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fsw  the  fouls  of  them  that  were  beheaded  far  the  witnefsi 
of  Jcfus,  and  for  the  word  of  God,  and  which  had  not 
worfhipped  the  beaft,  neither  hii  image,  neither  had  re¬ 
ceived  his  mark  upon  their  foreheads,  or  in  their  hands 
and  they  lived  and  reigned  with  Chrift  a  thoufand  years. 

Thus  it  appears  that  by  thefc  thrones,  we  understand, 
as  :n  X fa.  xxviii.  i,— Wo  to  the  crown  of  pride,  to  the 
drunkards,  &c.  Hofcav.  5, —  And  the  pride  of  Ifrael 
<?ioth  teftifie  to  his  face,  &c.  So  pride  and  arrogancy  is 
the  crown  that  theft  wicked  rulers  that  let  upon  thefe 
thrones  wear,  which  evil  way,  and  the  froward  mouth, 
God  hates.  Prov.  *viii.  33.  Now  the  woman  doth  im¬ 
agine  hcrfelf  to  be  the  queen  of  heaven,  and  that  thd 
world  and  ail  things  therein  are  at  her  own  difpofing* 
Rev.  viti.  7,— For  fhe  faith  in  her  heart,  I  fit  a  queen 
and  am  no  widow,  and  fhall  fee  no  forrow.  Here  fhe 
fbows  herfclf  to  be  God,  and  that  fhe  hath  the  power  of 
omniregcncy,  to  rule  over  all  both  in  heaven  and  earth. 
Here  fheexalteth  herfclf  above  all  that  is  called  God, 
and  in  this  power  of  free  agency,  demands  all  obedience 
and  worlhip  from  ail  God's  people.  See  Jere.  vii.  1S. 
Jere.  xliv.  19. 

The  woman  faid,  or  the  ferpene  in  her  mind,  ye  fhall 
not  furely  die  ;  then  committing  hightreafon  againft  the 
king  of  glory,  laid,  For  God  doth  know  ye  fhall  not  die. 
Here  the  man  of  fin  in  her  mind,  afeended  above  Gcd? 
and  charged  him  with  perjury,  fwearing  to  that  he  knew 
was  falfe,  and  caulcd  his  name  to  be  blafphemed  among 
the  heathen,  by  this  falfe  accufation.  By  this  flic  rejec¬ 
ted  God  and  all  his  counfels,  and  all  that  was  human  and 
Godlike,  by  faying  God  knew  they  fhould  not  die  ;  but 
this  fnould  be  the  effects  of  their  rebellion,  their  eyes 
fhould  be  opened,  and  fhall  be  as  Gods  ;  mark  not  as 
God,  but  as  God's  many,  and  Lord's  many,  knowing 
good  and  evil. 

I  think  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  make  a  little  enquiry 
here,  how  we  fhall  underftand,  and  make  a  right  ule  of 
the  many  metaphorical  expreffions,  given  us  in  the  1  crip- 
cure,  the  want  of  which  Items  to  be  the  caulc  of  the  ma¬ 
ny  controvcrfies  among  mankind,  and  is  the  caufe  ofab- 
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lb?  lit t  monarchy  government  being  fet  up  in  the  wench 
I  fh  di  mention  a  few  of  them,  fur  both  good  and  evil  i& 
fpoken  to  us  bv  metaphors. 

The  word  G  >d,  good,  peaces  love,  human  A!miph(v 
creator,  eternal  holinn's,  & c.  Lord  in  grofs,  w\  ofe 
crown  of  government  confiftcih  in  hlmleif  :  rhe  arthL 
ted,  the  mailer  bimdcr,  the  abftraSl  from  whom  ail  thirvi 
have  th'eir  fupporr  and  efc  ifter.ee,  the  fir (l  and  the  lid  ,&c* 
Jeluf,  a  fiiviour,  Chr  ft  the  anointtd  light, &c.  good  an  • 
gels,  God’s  tneffengers,  &c.  Create  to  imke  of  no- fl¬ 
ing  ;  creation  the  making  of  the  *orld  ;  elements,  un- 
jmixt  bodies,  the  principal  of  all  things,  as  fire,  air,  earthy 
water,  alfo  the  fi’rft  principle  or  rudiments  of  anv  arr^ 
or  plain  iriftruftions  ;  this  principle  of  art, or  inftrudtiortsj 
was  placed  in,  and  given  for  ufe,  to  theie  elements  by 
commandment,  before  the  body’s  and  fouls  of  men  or 
be^fts,  or  any  thing  was  formed  out  of  them,  and  made 
vifible. 

>  ; 

Now  as  at  Brit  the  earth  was  without  form,  and  void, 
and  darknefs  was  upon  the  face  of  the  deep,  this items  to 
be  the  caufe  of  this  confufion,  that  darknefs  was  upon 
the  face  of  all  nature,  and  nothing  bur  the  light  that  Gcd 
formed  out  ot  himfelf,  could  di (ft pate  and  deftroy  irt 
and  when  darknefs  is  deftfoyed,  vec  the  elements  keep 
their  conflicuted  pofnion. 

Therefore  it  appears  that  darknefs  is  not  made  nor  con¬ 
stituted  as  the  elements,  but  created  to  di iturb  their 
peace,  and  is  that  out  of  which  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
hath  formed  the  crooked  ferpent,  which  is  called  the  ion 
of  perdition.  So  that  darknefs,  the  crooked  ferpent,  the 
Pcvil,  Satan,  Lucifer,  Dragon,  the  great  whore  of  Bab¬ 
ylon,  and  adverfary,  See.  are  metaphors  ufed  to  (how,  asf 
by  one  word,  the  enemy  of  the  elementary  man,  which 
hath  fo  darkened  the  underftanding,  that  caufcth  them 
to  take  evil  for  goou,  and  good  for  evil,  darknefs  for 
light  and  light  for  darknefs,  which  the  Lord  will  deftroy 
with  the  (pint  of  his  mouth,  and  the  bright  nefs  of  hist 
coming, 

i  believe  it  was  this  enemy  darknefs,  that  was  the  fir® 
moving  caufe  of  allevi)>  unriglutouihcfs  md  fm;  ffc 
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*!if  woman  having  her  underftanding  darkened,  being 
alienated  from  the  life  of  God,  through  the  ignorance 
that  is  in  her,  beesufe  of  the  blindnefs  of  her  heart  ;  fac¬ 
ing  paft  feeling,  have  given  herftlf  over  unto  lalcmouf- 
nefs,  to  work  all  uncleanncfs  with  greecinefs  ;  to  this 
purpoie  we  find  in  Ephe.  iv.  i.  8,  19.  From  what  has 
been  Paid,  it  appears,  that  the  ferpent  did  originate  from, 
and  was  formed  of  this  darknds,  which  was  the  caufeof 
the  woman's  being  tempted,  and  drawn  away  of  her  own 
Juft  and  enticed,  now  to  believe  that  this  change  of  mind, 
having  her  eyes  opened,  thus  to  know  good  and  c vi]p 
file  (hould  be  die  higheft  ruler  in  the  kingdom,  and  be 
independently  happy,  proved  her  ruin,  and  next  proceeds 
to  try  her  power  by  pra£bfe,  having  no  bands*  and  her 
strength  firm,  as  we  may  fee  in 

,  Verse  6. 

And  when  the  weman  faw  that  the  tree  was  good  fo ? 
feod  :  and  that  it  was  pieafani  to  the  eyesy  and  a  tree  to  be 
dejired  to  make  one  wife ,  fhe  took  of  the  fruit  thereof ,  and 
dtd  eatp  and  gave  alfo  unto  her  hufhand  with  her,  and  hi 
did  eat. 

I  underftand  by  the  woman,  who  was  the  mother  of  all 
living,  to  repreient  ChriiVs  vifible  church,  and  their 
travel  in  this  world  5  lor  as  the  creature  was  made  fub- 
jeci  to  vanity,  according  to  God's  purpoie,  now  were  in 
bondage  under  the  elements  of  the  world.  So  Eve  walk¬ 
ed  at  this  time,  according  to  the  courfe  of  this  world* 
according  to  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  fpi. 
rit  that  now  worketh  in  the  children  of  difobedicncc  5 
fhe  being  deceived  was  in  the  tranfgreffion,  being  led  by 
her  ficfhly  lufts,  which  hath  conceived  and  brought  forth 
fin,  a  generation  of  vipers,  ami  fin  being  finifhed  brought 
forth  death,  for  as  pride  goeth  before  deftru&ion,  fo  hell 
from  beneath  is  moved,  for  thee  to  meet  thee  at  thy 
coming,  &c. 

This  was  the  condition  the  deceived  woman,  by  lufts 
and  pride  had  fallen  into,  and  did  furely  die,  and  they 
called  darknefs  light,  for  fatan  himfelf  is  transformed  in¬ 
to  an  angel  ©flight*  Therefore  it  it  no  great  thing  if 
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hu  minifters  alfo  be  transformed  as  theminifters  of  right* 
coufnefs  ;  whole  end  (hall  be  according  to  their  work, 

— ~ lee  2  Cor.  xi.  13,  i4»  IS* 

This  did  originate  from  darknefs,  from  which  did 
strife  the  beaft  and  the  falfc  prophet,  that  caufcth  the  evil 
devices  and  vain  imaginations  of  the  fooiifh  heart  to 
wander  after  the  beaft,  as  living  vanities,  this  is  the  myi- 
tery  of  nucpaity,  that  doth  already  work.,  «&nd  then  (had 
that  wicked  *>e  revealed,  which  is  the  devil  and  his  an¬ 
gels,  that  hath  deceived  the  whole  world,  and  is  mani- 
fefteci  by  the  works,  that  proceeds  from  the  evil  devices 
of  the  foolifh  heart  :  fo  that  thefe  being  both  taken  by 
the  power  of  the  true  light,  mall  be  call  alive  into  a  lak® 
of  fire,  &c.— fee  Rev.  xix.  20.  This  is  the  anti-Chnft, 

_ _ 1  John,  ii.  iS.  fViatc.  xxiv.  5 >  by  2-4*  And  t% 

he  that  is  a  murderer,  and  finned  from  the  beginning  1 
ke  John  viii.  44.  1  John  Hi.  18.  This  murderer  was 
the  firft  born  of  death,  that  did  devour  his  ftrength,  thus 
by  one  man  fin  entered  into  the  world,  the  effects  of  it 
John  faw  in  that  afore  cited  Rev.  xx.  4>  parb  And  I 
law  the  fouls  of  them  that  were  beheaded,  for  the  witnefs 
of  jefus,  and  for  the  word  of  God.  Here  pride  and  ar- 
rogancy  appears  in  a  fovereign  power  to  take  away  the 
natural  lives  of  men,  that  prafitifed  Godiinefs,  and  bore 
a  witnefs  for  Jefus,  and  believed  his  word. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  caufe  of  this  maffacre,  is  this, 
that  pride  and  the  enmity  of  the  carnal  mind,  which  is  oc 
the  world,  and  not  of  the  father,— lee  1  John  ii.  160 
Therefore  this  difpoftion  in  man,  doth  hate  God,  and 
his  offspring,  which  is  the  immortal  fpirit  01  man,  the 
Btw  man  in  Chnft  Jefus,  which  had  not  worfhipped  the 
beaft,  neither  his  image,  neither  had  received  his  mark 
tapon  their  foreheads,  or  in  their  Stand  1  wlnon  image  and 
mark  is  vanity,  and  a  lie,  which  is  the  ruse  the  unbeliev¬ 
ing  mind  in  man,  trades  and  deals  one  wit n  another  by^ 
in  this  world,  being  deceitful,  &c.  this  wicked  not  only 
flays  the  bodies  of  the  faint?,  but  keks  to  deftioy  ih$ 
character  of  the  new  man  ia  Chrift,who  walk  not  after  th® 
$db,  but  after  the  fpirit. 

So  thefe  whofe  life  1%  bi^wUhCbriff  in  God*  and  they 
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Hwl  and  reigned  with  Chrift  a  rhoufand  years,  in  a  ftate 

of  innoccncv,  in. the  fi- ft  difpenfiuion.  For  aichc/  Chrift 
vvas  nor  revealed  ro  mnr  under&anding  at  that  time, 
*t5e\  werf  upheld  by  buz  reiurrt  dion  power,  in  a  fig- 

urative  happinds,  which  is  reckoned  lirre  in  this  ienfe* 

a  living  and  reigning  with  Chi  iff  a  thoufand  years  ;  and 
2.s  Adam  was  the  head  and  rrprefrmat . ve  of  all  his  off- 
*  ‘fifi  Ui<“ y  being  at  ' ms  t  rne  included  in  him,  were  in 
pa  ill  vi  ty,  yet  when  brought  mm  peri'onal  exiiience,  from 
age  to  age,  will  (hare  equally  in  th«s  figurative  jiving 
and  reigning  With  Cbr.tr  Jdhouiand  y^s,  above  fid* 

vcFch  did  repreienta  bung  conformed  to  the  ima^e  of 
C  hr  lit.  ° 

So  on  the  other  hand,  as  by  one  man  fin  entered  into 
the  world,  and  dead)  he  fin,  and  io  death  pafled  upon  all 
men,  F>r  that  all  have  finned,  at  in  Adam  all  aie  j  io  all 
his  offspring  were  reckoned  dead,  and  fin  hers  by  his  ad, 
before  they  had  a  per  fond  ex  ftence,  and  was  not  capable 
Of  finning  after  the  fimihtudc  of  Adams  tranigreffion* 

•*  htreforc  I  conclude  that  thcle  unborn  aces  are  the 
dead,  that  John  mentions  in  verfe  5,— But  the  reft  of  the 
lived  not  again,  until  the  thou  land  years  were  fini¬ 
shed,  this  is  the  fi. r ft  rcfurrcCtion. 

Now  as  arefurredbon  is  a  living  again,  a  rifing  from 
death,  io  this  fir  ft  reiurrefljon  gave  life  to  none,  hue 
Adam  and  ms  progeny,  that  was  dead,  bv  reafon  of  fi n, 
for  when  the  thoufand  years  were  expired,  then  faun  be¬ 
ing  1 00 fed  out  Ins  prifon,  did  go  out  to  deceive  the  na¬ 
tions  or  the  earth,  Grog  and  Magog,  to  gather  thorn  to¬ 
gether  to  battle,  in  number  ms  theVand  of  the  fea  :  evil 
devices,  as  all  the  enemies  or  Cbrift’s  church,  this  is  eke 
in  an  of  fi  1,  that  mu  ft  be  revealed,  before  the  day  of  Chnft 
could  tome,- —  fie  a  Tbdf.  it.  3.  Which  1  conclude 
was  nun  if  ti'ft'd  m  the  fec.ond  dilpenfai  ion,  to  the  fir  ft  a  qc 
of  the  world,  ,n  tc  1  n cd ,  and  fubttance,  which  was  given  io 
trifin  by  pronnilg  that  the  feed  of  the  woman  (hall  bruile 
the  f/rpents  heaa  ;  this  had  trv  fame  effVdt  in  the  mmd  of 
rnn  g  as  Cbnft  coming  once  in  the  end  of  the  world,  in 
she  fourth  and  laft  dilpcnlaiiun,  to  put  away  fin  by  the 
lacnfic^  of  himfdfi  *  : 

*  Therefor© 
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Therefore  the  evidence  of  life  in  the  mind  of  belief 
ers,  is  the  lame  in  all  ages,  for  God  is  no  refpefter  of 
perfons,  bur  his  wavs  are  equal  to  all  ;  and  as  this  was 
she  fir  ft  time  the  gofpel  trumpet  was  founded  in  Zion,  ic 
is  the  fir  ft  re  fur  reft  ion  of  life,  which  hath  this  effeft, 
vf r.  65—  Bleffed  and  holy  is  he  that  huh  part  in  the  fir  11 
refurreftion  :  on  inch  the  fecond  death  hath  no  power  : 
but  they  {hall  be  prie.ftsof  God  and  of  Chrift,  and  {hall 
reign  with  him  a.thoafand  years.  But  as  ihe  Apuftie 
faith  2  ThciT.  it.  i,  2,  3,  as  above,  as  it  is  a  matter  of 
the  great  eft  importance  ; — he  charged  his  (  brethren,  to 
let  no  man  deceive  them  by  any  means,  concerning  the 
dav'ot'Chrift’s  coming,  either  by  prophecy  or  pr.omife* 
or  his  per  for*  ally  appearing  in  his  ft  fh  to  make  full  proof 
of  his  refurreftion,  power  and  life,  (hat  this  cannot  com 
except  there  come  a  falling  away  firft,  as  (here  was  in  t he 
mind  of  Ad  on  and  Eve,  fo  by  their  praftife,  as  is  by  the 
praftiie  of  ail  mankind,  that  man  of  fin  is  revealed  :  as 
above  bud,  which  was  Gog  and  Magog,  being  gathered 
lo  battle  againft  the  faints. 

Now  in  this  time  of  need  was  the  ft  ft  refurreftion  re¬ 
vealed  by  promife,  as  has  been  faid  ;  and  as  it  faid,  blef- 
fed  and  holy  is  he  that  hath  part  in  the  firft  refurreftion. 
j  believe  this  he  that  is  holy,  is  Chrift  the  Lord,  and  his 
bride  in  him,  that  being  immortal,  eternally  was  h Idled 
and  holy,  and  is  1©  now,  and  will  be  holy  (till. — So  are 
without  fault  before  the  throne,  for  they  never  did  wor- 
fhio  the  heaft,  on  luch  the  fecond  death  hath  no  power. 


ji  v* 


Now  I  fhall  return  to  the  travel  .of  Adam 
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who  forfook  God,  and  chofe  the  world  and  the  lufts 
thereof  that  pafteth  away,-~- 1  John//.  17  ;  for  tneir  Lod, 
and  chiefcft  good,  having  damnation  becauk  they  have 
raft  off  their  firft  faith,  for  this  reafon  they  appear  to  be 
the  angels  which  kept  nu  their  firft  eftate,  but  kft  their 
own  habitation  he  h  uh  relerved  in  ever!  all  mg  chains, 
under  darknefs  unto  the  judgment  of  the  great  day, — ft 
Jude  vi.  2  Bet,  ii.  4. 

1  conclude  thefe  angels  are  men  in  the  fleflr,  whoft 
minds  are  blinded  by  the  God  of  this  world,  called  the 

Ipinu  ot  Devils*  by  which  they  are  led  capuve  to  th© 
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law  of  fin  and  death,  which  men  fall  into  by  being  drawn 
away  by  the  deceitful  lufts  of  the  fldh,  chit  man  in 
character  and  pradhee,  were  before  of  old  ordained  to 
diis  condemnation,  that  is,  to  be  consumed  with  the  fpi- 
sit  of  his  mouth,  and  God  fhail  deftroy  with  the  bright- 
nds  of  his  coming  ;  fo  being  of  this  world  [hall  pafs  a- 
way,  at  chad  and  ftubble  is  carried  away  by  the  dorm 
sod  wind,  — Job  xxi.  18.  And  as  darknefs  is  confumed 
by  the  light;  lee  t  J  >hr>.  Hi.  8.  2  Pet.  ii.  i  Pet.  it.  8. 
Numb.  xiv.  29.  John  vtii .  44.  Luke  viii.  31.  Rev. 
-#cx\  2.  Rev.  xix.  ao.  Thus  by  the  feriptures  we  find 
she  beginning,  the  lubftance,  the  travel  and  the  end  of 
thefe  angels,  and  that  they  arc  of  this  world,  and  not  of 
an  eternal  cxiftencc.  Therefore  it  is  laid,  Levi  xxi.  9, 
—And  the  daughter  of  any  pried  if  fhe  profane  herfelf, 
by  playing  the  whore,  fhe  profaneth  her  father  ;  fhe 
fhail  be  burnt  with  fire.  This  Eve  did,  being  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  priefl  of  heaven,  profane  herfeif  by  playing  the 
^hore,  and  forlaking  God,  and  chufing  this  world  for 
her  God,  and  defiling  God's  temple,  by  corrupting  her 
ways  before  him  ;  fhe  hath  profaned  his  character  ;  fhe 
fhail  be  burnt  with  fire,  for  our  God  is  a  confumeing 
fie,  whofe  love  will  burn  up  and  deftroy  every  enemy 
of  Zion  forever. 


Again,  Adam  being  a  figure©?  (Thrift  was  not  deceiv¬ 
ed,  but  the  woman,  being  a  figure  of  the  church,  being 
deceived,  was  in  the  tranfgr<?(Iion, —  1  Tim.  it.  14.  So 
Chrift  was  not  deceived,  and  was  not  in  the  tranigreflion, 
sho’  he  fuffered  for  it,  becaofe  his  bride  the  church,  to 
whom  he  vvas  married,  was  made  fuhjedt  to  vanity  and 
did  tranfgrefs,  in  this  affinity  he  was  her  lurety,  as  above 
tfaid.  Arad  Adam  being  in  nature  of  the  fame  conftitu- 
lion  with  his  wife,  in  this  affinity  he  took  the  fruit  of  he? 


and  did  eat  of  it,  and  fo  fell  under  the  curie  with  her  „ 
and  this  their  poifo'n,  l;ke  the  poifon  of  a  ferpent,  like 
the  deaf  adder  ftoppethher  ear  ;  thus  pride  and  unbelief 
fo  poifoned  the  mind,  that  they  could  not  hear  the  voics 
of  God  in  the  difpenlation'  of  his  providence,  that  doth 
manifeft  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead,  fo  that  they 
%{£  without  excuftr,  who  do  nos,  glorify  him  ns  God,  and 
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Mft  riot  thankful,  as  above  faid  ;  and  as  the  man  of  fin  bf 
this  praftice  is  revealed. 

Here  I  fhall  anfwermy  query  in  page  42,  what  1  fh?J! 
underftand  by  this  wicked  and  flothful  fervant,  who  was 
God’s  fervant.  Anfwer, 

Firft.  God  made  ail  things  for  h‘mfclf,yea  the  wick¬ 
ed  for  the  day  of  evil  ;  his  hand  hath  formed  the  crook¬ 
ed  ferpent*  and  as  he  formed  the  light,  and  created  the 
darknefs,  and  both  arc  alike  to  him  $  fo  they  are  both 
his  fervants,  and  are  neceffary  in  his  carrying  on  hi® 
providential  affairs  in  this  world,  who  worked  all  thing® 
after  the  counfel  ©f  his  own  will.  So  when  God  had 
created  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  the  earth 
without  form  and  void  of  light,  becaufe  of  darknefs  that 
Was  upon  the  face  of  the  deep;  fo  all  the  created  ele¬ 
ments  was  covered  with  darknefs,  and  their  natural  con- 
ftitution  is  darknefs,  for  there  is  no  light  in  them,  for 
darknefs  is  the  lack  of  light,  and  as  man  was  formed  out 
of  the  dements,  both  body  and  foul,fo  aifb  was  the  beaft^ 
both  have  one  breath,  and  that  which  befalleth  the  fong 
of  men,  befalleth  the  bead,  as  dieth  the  one  fo  dieththe 
other,  fo  that  the  man  hath  no  pre-eminence  above  a 
bead,  for  all  is  vanity,  all  return  to  thedufl  again,  that 
they  might  (ec  that  they  themlelves  are  beads.  See  this 
at  large  in  Ecclc.  Hi.  18,  19,  20.  Pfalm  torn.  £2, 
Pfa.  xlix.  12. 

By  this  we  fee  that  the  earthy  man  i's  a  bead,  and  like 
the  beads  that  perifh,  and  knows  nothing  of  himfclf  but 
what  he  knows  naturally  as  brute  beads.  And  as  God 
faid  all  fouls  are  mine,  they  are  his  own  fervants,  and  are 
at  his  difpofal.  But  as  thefc  things  have  been  often  re¬ 
peated  in  the  above  difeourfe. 

Secondly. — l  dull  dow  how  God  makes  ufe  of  this 
machine  man,  as  his  fervant?,  to  whom  he  retributes  re¬ 
wards  or  punidments  in  this  world;  that  is,  happineis 
or  mifery,  according  to  their  works.  Now  alcho’  God 
did  form  and  conditute  man  as  above  faid,  jet  ..he  did 
chufe  them  ifi  didin£lion  from  all  the  red  ot  his  crea¬ 
tures,  and  made  them  inteligible,  and  placed  in  them  an 
knmorul  fpiric*  which  is  his  offspring,  for  this  reaion 
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lis  peculiar  treafure  and  fends  his  fpirit  t4> 
te.!ch  and  gu  de  them  into  ail  tiuth.  So  thefe  that  walk 
311  the  uuth,  Whole  fruits  are  unto  holinrfs  and  the  end 
eternal -jife,  to  them  it  is  faid,  well  done  good  and  faith¬ 
ful  frrvarm,  enter  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord,-  as  mentioned 
btfo>e  ;  this  every  man  receives  when  he  is  lead  by  the 
ip  !K  of  truth  md  love,  thefe  are  called,  and  chofen,  and 
faithful,  V, no  of  Chnft ’s  fullnef*  have  received,  and  gracs 
for  grace,  thefe  righteous  ones  fhall  eat  the  fruit  of  their 
do,n.gs  ;  for  thefe  were  born  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will 
of  the  flefh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God,  John 
*'•  |3- 

'1  hire’ f V .  1  (hall  afifwer  the  query  dire&ly.  I  under- 

fland  the  wicked  and  Slothful  iervanr,  that  is  in  one 
word,  caded  our  old  man,  that  was  crucified  wish  Chrifl^ 
which  was  cabled  by  darknefs,  that  blinds  the  minds  of 

the  children  of  men,  for  this  reafon,  they  loft  the  light: 
that  Ijghteth  every  man,  that  cometh  into  the  world  5 
fo  being  in  darknefs  they  walked  after  their  own  hearts 
loft,  which  did  conceive  and  bring  forth  fin,  and  fin 
brought  forth  death. 

Now  alt  ho’  fin  of  itfelf  is  neither  fubftance  nor  exis¬ 
tence,  yet  being  the  unrighteous  aftlons  of  God’s  ler- 
vantt,  mankind,  it  hath  this  dire  effeft,  which  to  the  dif- 
bbedient  muff  take  place,  as  by  what  is  faid,  Man.  xxv, 
24  to  the  3  t, doth  plainly  appear, by  this  wicked  fervant’s 
reply  to  his  Lord,  he  came  and  laid,  Lord  I  knew  thee, 
that  thou  art  an  hard  man,  reaping  where  thou  haft  noi 
fown,  &c.  By  this  he  accufes  his  Lord  of  being  dif- 
heneft  and  unjuft.in  his  demands,  that  upon  his  deliv¬ 
ering  me  upon  ihefe  terms  hia  goods,  to  occupy  ’til!  he 
come,  and  then  require  of  me  the  full  ufe  of  them,  and 
all  my  labour  and  care  in  being  faithful  that  nothing  is 
loft,  and  at  the  end  of  my  ftewardfhip,  if  one  thing  i* 
lacking  he  will  charge  me  for  the  whole,  for  he  will  have 
all  the  glory,  gain  and  praife  to  himielf.  So  when  I 
have  (pent  all  my  time,  and  (Length  in  his  fervicc,  and 
beenrfHidted  ever  fo  much  for  h;s  fake,  yet  I  have  done 
no  more  than  my  duty,  and  am  now  an  unprofitable  fer- 
vant,  for  1  have  gained  neiihcr  riches,-  honour  or  praife 

to 
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to  myfelf.  Therefor?  to  obey  my  Lord,  there  is  na> 
profit  in  it,  for  I  fee 'if  I  do  1  mud  then  become  a  beg¬ 
gar  or  die. 

As  I  am  a  free  agent  of  moral  laws,  to  chufe  or  re- 
fiife  for  myfelf,  I  am  refolvrd  what  to  do  $  fo  by  this 
hnethod,  1  (hall  pieaf*  my  Lord,  and  accumulate  to  my- 
feifmuch  riches  honour  and  praife,  for  my  own  induftry* 

I  refoive  thus,  to  take  my  Lord’s  talent  he  gave  me  to 
Die  for  him,  and  as  it  is  originally  hi$j  I  will  own  it  fill), 
and  as  I  fear  to  trull  him  with  my  ftrength  and  labour. 
Jell  I  fhould  be  deceived  at  hit,  lb  I  hid  his  talent  in  the 
earthy  mind  and  will  give  it  him  when  he  comes  with-' 
out  damage,  this  is  the  wicked  pradtice  of  the  flothful  fer- 
vant  in  every  man  who  lay,  Lo  there  thou  haft  that  is 
thine  ;  by  this  I  conclude,  that  the  knowledge  this  wick¬ 
ed  (ervant  had  of  God,  was  not  ^he  knowledge  fpoken 
of,  John xvii.  3,  which  was  eternal  lire,  this  life,  this 
'Wicked  (ervant,  never  had,  nor  could  have,  fo  much  a$ 
the  offer  of,  for  God  ordained  him  for  destruction. 


Therefore  his  belief  and  knowledge  of  God,  is  like 
that  of  devils,  fee  James  ii.  19,  S alt  parr,  the  Devils  alio 
believe  and  tremble;  See  Matt.  viii.  29.  Mark  v>  6,  8. 
Adis  xvi.  17.  a  Cor.  vi.  14.  Bv  thefe  we  fee  that  the 
knowledge  wicked  men  have  of  God,  make  them  tremble 
for  fear  of  torment,  therefore  the  Devil  is  God’s  lervanr, 
as  C  drill  fa  id,  I  have  chofen  you  twelve  and  one  of  von 
is  a  Devil,  in  like  manner  Adam,  Cain,  Pharaoh,  Nim¬ 
rod,  Harman  and  others,  thefe  were  God’s  choien  (ervam’s 
and  are  types  of  wicked nefs,  and  are  as  really  Devils  as 
j  udas  wasjhoth  in  practice  &  character, children  of  wrath 
and  heirs  of  hell,  &  is  the  fool  that  fa  vs  in  his  heart,  there 
is  no  God.  This  appeared  to  govern  the  mind  of  Jonah, 
alt  ho’  God  ch-ofe  and  employed  hum  as  his  agent,  and 
fent  him  to  Nineveh  to  do  a  meffage  in  his  name,  yet  not- 
withftanding  he  was  God’s  own  lervanr,  and  knew  that 
God  hud  given  his  talent  to  him,  and  commanded  hint 
to  improve  it  faithfully  5  but  beesufe  his  faolifh  heart 
was  darkened,  fo  through  pride  and  unreaionable  fear, 
he  dem«d  God  and  would  none  of  him,  being  given  up 
his  own  heart’s  luft,wa)kcd  in  his  own  counfei.  So  he 
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srole  to  *.  from  the  prefents  of  God,  concluding  him 
Irlf  fufficient,  and  did  know  a  more  lure  way  co  obcai 
happinels,  than  wisdom  had  pointed  our. 

Therefore  he  paid  the  fare  and  went  to  go  with  all  his 
evil  devices  to  Tarfinfh,  Com  the  prefence  of  the  Lord, 
but  while  he  was  fall  aileep  in  the  fide  of  the  fib  ip,  like 
Sampion  that  feel  a  deep  on  Delilah's  knee?,  fer  this  he 
loft  his  eyes,  —  Judges  xvi.  19,  Prov.w.  sli,  23.  So 
Jonah  by  obferving  lying  vanities,  forfook  his  own  mer¬ 
cies,  and  was  awaked  by  a  (form  of  vengeance,  and  was 
cait  into  hell,  where  he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  being  in  tor¬ 
ment,  for  there  is  no  peace  to  the  wicked  5  this  is  the 
reward  of  the  wicked  fervantthat  rules  the  mind  of  eve¬ 
ry  man,  that  walks  after  the  fiefh,  and  is  that  Paul  com¬ 
plained  of,  faying  1  fee  another  law  in  my  members, 
warring  againftthe  law  of  my  mind,  and  often  leads  me 
captive  co  the  law  of  fin  and  death  ;  fo  he  that  is  called 
and  really  is  an  unbeliever,  and  he  that  is  called,  and 
really  is  a  believer,  but  at  this  time  have  caft  off  therr 
fir  ft  faith,  having  damnation,  being  beguiled  by  the  fub- 
tility  of  the  ferpent  as  Eve  was,  and  fo  their  minds  fhould 
be  corrupted  from  the  Simplicity  that  is  in  Chrift.  So 
when  jd  us  afked  his  dilciples  faying  whom  do  men  fay, 
that  I  the  fun  of  man  am,  and  they  faid,  fomc  John  the 
Baptift,  fume  Elias,  &c.  Be  faith  unto  them*  but  whom 
Jay  ye  that  l  am  ;  and  Simon  Peter  answered  and  faicT* 
thou  art  Chrift  the  ion  of  the  living  God.  And  jefus 
anfwered  and  faid  unto  him,  blcffed  arc  thou  Simon  Bar- 
Iona  :  for  fiefh  and  blood  hath  not  revealed  it  unto  thee* 
but  my  father  which  is  in  heaven.  And  1  fay  alio  unto 
thee,  that  thou  art  Peter,  (that  fignifies  a  ftone  or  rock, 
meaning  himlelf)  and  upon  this  rock  I  will  build  my 
church,  and  the  gates  of  hell  fhall  not  prevail  againft  ir, 
and  I  will  give  unto  thee,  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  and  whatfoever  thou  (halt  bind  on  earth  fhall  be 
bound  in  heaven  ;  and  whatfoever  thou  ihalt  loole  00 
earth,  fhall  be  loofed  in  heaven. 

This  rock  was  Chrift,  the  Cure  foundation  of  all  happi- 
nefs  and  power,  that  his  church  enjoys,  and  is  defended 
by ;  io  that  the  gates  of  hell,  that  is  the  evil  devices  of 
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the  unbelieving  heart  of  man  fn  all  not  prevail  again  ft  it, 
becauic  light  and  truth,  will  drive  away  and  caule  dark- 
nefs,  pride  and  unbelief,  and  the  enmity  of  the  carnal 
mind,  which  is  natural,  that  is  fir (l,  to  perifh  and  pafs 
away,  and  be  no  more  forever,  thus  Chnft  who  hath  the 
keys  of  the  kmgdoin  of  heaven,  and  o *  1  ».  *  1  «au  ts  ocatu, 
who  by  his  vvifdom  hath  power  to  ioofe,  and  bind,  and 
ihut  and  open,  and  none  can  hinder  him,  for  he  hath  the 
care  of  his  father's  ftore  houfes,  where  his  treafure  is  both 
in  heaven  and  earth,  before  him  hell  is  naked,  and  def- 
trudiion  hath  no  covering,  and  he  bringeth  back  the  cap¬ 
tive  prifoner  out  of  the  pnfon  houfe,  of  death  and  hei!, 
where  the  enemy  darkncls  and  unbelief  had  fcattered  and 

driven  them,  and  flay  the  enemy. 

Then  from  that  time  forth  began  Jcfus  to  fhew  unto 
his  difciples,  how  that  he  muft  go  unto  Jernlalem,  and 
fuffer  many  things  of  the  elders,  and  chief  pricks,  and  too 
feribes,  and  be  killed,  and  be  railed  again  the  third  day, 
•——which  was  the  will,  pleafurc  and  counfei  ot  God, 
she  feripture  faith. 

But  notwithftanding  Peter  knew  Jcfus  to  oe  Chrift  tha 
fon  of  the  living  God,  and  that  by  tne  revejation  of  the 
fpiricof  God,  to  whom  jefus  laid,  blcfied  art  thou  ;  well 
done  good  and  faithful  fervanr,  enter  thou  into  the  joys 
of  thy  Lord.  Yet  how  foon  did  Peter  appear  in  the 
character  of  the  wicked  iervant,  having  damnation  be- 
caufe  he  had  cait  off  his  firft  faith  having  ins  mind  dark¬ 
ened,  through  pride  he  wandered  after  the  bc.aft,  and  ex¬ 
alted  himself  above  Jcfus,  and  with  ialfe  zeal  and  vain 
confidence,  in  ftethy  pafiion  of  his  mind.  Tnen  Peter 
took  him,  and  began  to  rebuke  him,  laying, be  it  far  from 
thee  Lord,  this  fh  *  1 1  not  be  unto  thee. 

Thus  Peter  by  fiefhly  love,  hatred,  and  envy,  that  is 
®f  this  world,  and  rnuft  perifh,  appeared  to  be  the  devil, 
shat  feeks  to  deftroy  God,  and  ail  his  eounfei*,.  lo  in 
praftice  was  the  wicked  fervant  that  hid  his  Lords  tasent. 
Therefore  jcfus  turned,  as  1  take  it,  from  the  fpiriruai 
and  good  fervant,  who  had  a  right  by  heirfhip  to  the  tal¬ 
ent,  and  of  choice  obeyed  hia  Lord.  — And  faid  unto  Pe¬ 
ter.  the  old  natural  corrupt  unbelieving  man,  that  was  or- 
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gained  to  thss  condemnation,  that  cannot  inherit 
Kingdom  of  God.  Get  thee  behind  me  faran,  thou  ar 
f°  °^nCC  r°  ,ne  :  for  thou  favooreft  not  the  things  tha 
,  °  ?otl>  but  thofe  that  be  or  men.  By  this  f  think  i 

or  v.ou.i,  that  not  only  i n  Peter,  but  in  everv  man 
there  is  the  good  fervant  and  the  wicked  fervant,  or  dfs 
,  y  18  '‘le  warfare,  for  every  man,  !o  far  as  he  believe, 
the  truth,  he  is  a  believer,  and  when  he  difbeliev.es  tht 
t. r i.i i ii >  he  is  an  unbeliever. 

So^  to  the  unbeliever  the  Lord  faith,  thou  wicked  anc 
iAOUhnl  iervant,  and  deals  with  !mo  according  tofmabib 
and  die  knowledge  he  laid  he  had  of  God,  for  altho 
God  hath  caufed  a  light  to  appear  to  the  underftanding  oi 
fvt!y  roan  that  cometh  into  the  world,  that  teaches  them 
now  they  ought  to  behave  to,  and  deal  with  their  neigh, 
hours  m  this  world,  by  which  they  to  ehemfelvc*  are  eith¬ 
er  jukrhed  or  condemned.  Yet  as  the  natural  man  can¬ 
not  receive,  nor  know  the  things  of  the  fpirijc  c*f  God, 
hot  ;n  the  flefh  dwelleth  no  good  thing,  fo  this  man  nev¬ 
er  did  any  one  thing,  for  Chrift’s  fake  in  love  to  God, 
and  his  neighbour.  Thus  for  want  of  affinity  and  un- 
son  with  Chritt  in  the  divine  nature,  rhev  are  nor,  as  reck- 
in  me  ear  toy  man  neither  i«  confKiution  or  prac- 
he j : $  or  eternal  life  ;  but  through  pride  exact  ail 
their  labour,  and  recommend  their  own  works  like  the 
Ipi-'si  ife,^  and  think  hard  of  God,  that  he  doth  not  allow 
t a  full  reward  tor  their  own  inherent  righteoulnefs* 
Therefore  they  hide  all  the  light  and  knowledge  they 
have  of  God  in  their  earth y  mind,  and  make  no  right  ule 
Toros  talent,  this  is  the  wicked  iervant  in  all 
God  s  people  ;  that  in  the  earthy  mind  had  Rot,  neither 
eoulcl  receive  rurnai  life,  for  this  region  it  is  laid,— For. 
vhho  t very  one  mat  hath,  ffia’i  be  given,  and  ire  {hail 
have  abundance.  1  his  he  isChrift,  and  all  the  Ions  of 
men  in  him,  whoT  fruits  arc  unto  holineii  and  in  the, 
end  evcrlafting  life,  &c. 

But  hwn  him  tn at  hath  not  fhall  be  taken  away,  even 
but  which  he  ham.  By  this  we  lee,  the  divilion  between 
the  good  and  ths  wicked  fervant;  the  good  fervant  is 
he  whole  mind  at  this  time  is  lead  by  the  loir  it  of  God  ’ 
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to  aft  humanely  in  God’s  likenefs,  and  improve*  what 
God  hath  given  in  this  world,  glorifying  God,  and  be¬ 
ing  thankful,  that  with  %  delight  without  covetoufnefs, 
they  feed  die  hungry,  and  clothe  the  naked,  &c.  But 
the  fame  man  in  perfon  at  another  time,  let  it  be  David, 
Jonah,  Peter  or  Paul,  or  any  or  Adam’s  offspring,  when 
their  minds  were  lead  by  the  (pint  of  this  world,  and  live 
after  the  fkfh,  they  by  reafora  of  covetoufnefs  will  not 
feed  the  hungry,  nor  cloaih  the  naked,  &c.  but  will 
then  comma  adultery  and  murder,  and  deny  God,  and 
fink  to  hell.  '  f 

So  in  this  praftife  they  are  the  wicked  fervant,  and  at 
this  time  hide  their  Lord’s  talent  j  for  his  fervantsyc  are 
to  whom  voii  obey, — fee  Rom.  vi.  x6.  This  is  the 
wicked  fervant  in  every  man,  that  doth  not  the  truth* 
therefore  God  faith  take  from  hires  even  that  which  he 
hath  $  which  is  all  the  good  things  God  hath  given  him 
to  enjoy  in  this  world,  &c.  and  as  man  in  his  beft  eftate 
is  altogether  vanity,  it  faith  at  his  death  as  in  Eccle.  ix . 
5.,  6.— For  the  living  know  that  they  fliall  die,  but  the 
dead  know  not  any  thing,  neither  have  they  any  more  a 
reward,  for  the  memory  of  them  is  forgotten.  Alfa, 
their  love,  and  their  hatred,  and  their  envy  is  now  peri- 
ihed,  neither  have  they  any  more  a  portion  forever  in 
any  thing  that  is  done  under  the  fun.  Then  the  judgment* 
and  caft  the  unprofitable  Servant  into  outer  daiknefg* 
(which  is  that  from  which  it  did  originate,)  there  fliall  be 
weeping  and  gnafhing of  teeth,— -fee  Matt.  viii.  iz.  Rev* 
xx i.  8.  This  is  the  fecond  death. 


Having  Paid  thus  much  concerning  the  good  and  the 
wicked  fervants,  I  fliall  pais  it  n  this  time,  making  theft 
remarks,  Rom.  vii.  mentioning  verfe  to,— Now  if  I  da 
that  1  would  not,  it  is  no  more  I  (the  fpiritual  1)  that 
doeth  it,  but  fin  that  dwelleth  in  me,  (that  proceeded! 
from  the  old  fiefhy  man,)  on  the  &iher  hand  the  fame 
Paul  faith  x  Cor.  xv.  10,— But  by  the  grace  of  God  I 
am  what  I  am  :  and  his  grace  which  was  heflowed  upon 
me  was  not  in  vain  but  1  laboured  more  abundantly 
than  they  al!  *  yet  not  I,  (the  old  man)  but  the  grace  of 

God  that  was  with  nxtf.  See  Gal.  it.  2Q> 

v;  '  '  '  '  Thus, 


(-52-) 

Thus  I  conclude,  that  the  good  fervanr,  and  the  wick¬ 
ed  lervant,  was  manifested  by  the  life  and  pra&ifeof  the 
fn  It  generation,  and  will  be  the  fame  through  ail  ages  to 
the  end  of  time*  I  think  it  is  plain  by  what  has  been 
^id  above,  that  the  travel  and  progrefiion  of  the  wicked 
fervant,  was  the  apparent  caufc  of  all  unhappinefs  and 
sniferie*  that  befall  the  children  of  men*  which  did  at  firfe 
caufc  our  firft  parents  toforfake  God,  and  go  a  whore- 
ing  after  Strange  Gods  ofthcirown  making,  for  wifdom 
being  hid  from  their  undcrflanding,  they  wandered  after 
she  bcaft  and  his  image. 

So  by  oblerving  lying  vanities,  for  fake  their  own  mer¬ 
cy,  which  mercies  arc  mentioned  to  the  church  of  Ephe- 
fus  ;  Rev.  it.  2,  j.  Which  mercies  are  their  own  in 
thrift,  which  they  fhall  enjoy,  who  walk  not  after  thq 
fiefii,  but  after  the  fpirit  of  truth  and  light;  but  man 
luving  forfaken  the  true  light  which  is  life  eternal,  and 
taking  darknefs  for  light,  how  great  is  that  darknefs. 
So  they  fell  into  the  myfterious  lecret  abftruhty,  even 
the  depth  of  hell  where  no  light  is.  Here  the  mind  of 
man  is  refer ved,  under  darknefs  unto  the  judgment  of 
che  great  day,  when  Chrift  fh all  deliver  them  there  from& 
&c.  thus  the  myftery  of  iniquity  doth  work  in  man,  that: 
caufes  them  to  wander  after  happinefs  by  their  own 
works,  having  man’s  perfons  in  admiration  betaufe  of 
advantage,  this  makes  them  change  the  glory  of  the  un¬ 
corruptible  God*  into  an  image  made  like  to  corruptible 
man,  beads,  &c. 

So  they  exchanged  the  truth  of  God  into  a  lie  and  wor¬ 
ship,  and  ierved  the  creature  more  than  the  Creator,  who 
iis  bleffed  forever.  Amen.  This  is  mvfterv  Babylon  the 
great,  for  f®  the  great  whore  hath  filled  herfeif,  that  fit- 
teth  upon  the  minds  of  all  men,  that  by  her  fallacious 
fiatiiity  hath  deceived  the  whole  world,  which  John  was. 
carried  away  in  the  fpirit*  into  the  wildernefs  to  fee,  for 
no  where  die  can  (he  dwell ;  we  have  the  account  ot  hear 


and  her  progrds  in  Rev.  ttvti. 

This  was  the  fame  whore  that  deceived  Eve,  fo  all  th§ 
inhabitants  was  made  drunk  with  the  wine  of  her  forni- 
that  is  to  w.orfliip  idol  Gods*  for  as  own  had  be- 
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Sieved  in,  and  obeyed  God,  by  his  name  God  Almighty* 
in  the  time  of  their  living  in  innocency,  it  was  of  need* 
fity,  that  this  enemy  fhould  point  out  to  them,  tome  ob¬ 
ject  for  their  God  or  Gods,  that  to  them  fhould  appear 
of  greater  power,  and  helmets  and  love,  than  mat  ciStf 
eternal  God  was  poffeiTor  of,* — lee  Gen.  xiv.  19* 

So  that  whhrn  they  forfook  as  pride  and  arrogancVy 
was  now  the  chiefcft  rulers  in  the  mind  of  men, they  chefs 
themfelves  Gods,  that  was  in  their  eftimation  above  all 
that  is  called  God,  whofe  character  is  in  2  Theff.  si. 
bove  cited.  This  was  a  time  of  the  greateft  darknei® 
that  I  remember  through  the  whole  bible  ;  as  all  man¬ 
kind  was  included  in  our  firft  parents,  fo  as  one  man* 
they  were  all,  at  this  one  time  under  this  delufion  to  be¬ 
lieve  a  lie.  So  I  think  it  is  fimilar  to  this  in  2  Chroru 
xv.  3,— Now  for  a  long  feafon  Ifrael  Lath  been  without 
the  true  God,  and  without  a  teaching  prieft,  and  with¬ 
out  law.  And  this  followed,  I  fa.  lix.  13,  i4> — tran*~ 
grefling  and  lving  againft  the  Lord,  and  departing  from 
our  God.  Conceiving  and  uttering  from  .the  heart  words 
of  falfhood,  and  judgment  is  turned  away  backwards,  a^d 
juftice  ftanderh  afar  off  :  for  truth  is  fallen  into  the  hrece 
and  equity  canncrenter. 

Thus  now  the  heart  of  God’s  people,  that  was  once 
called  God’s  houfe  of  prayer  for  all  people,  is  become  a 
den  of  thieves,  See.  for  truth  is  fallen  in  their  mind,  that 
at  this  time  their  underftanding  being  darkened,  they 
were  without  the  teaching  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  being 
aliens  from  the  common- wealth  of  1  Traci,  and  ftrangers 
from  the  covenants  of  promife, having  no  hope,  and  with¬ 
out  the  love  and  knowledge  of  God  in  the  world  ;  be- 
caufe  thefe  thieves,  darknels,  unbelief  and  enmity,  that 
are  before  the  revolution  of  Chrift,  hath  taken  the  rule 
of  government  in  God’s  temple,  the  heart  of  man  :  dns 
was  according  to  God’s  defign,  that  trus  feripture  might 
be  fulfilled,  the  creature  was  made  fuhje£t  to  vanity,  &c*. 
Yet  altho’God  conftifutcd  man  to  fin,  for  the  maniftfta- 
tion  of  his  own  glory,  he  did  not  tempt  him  to  fin  by  the 
influence  of  the  divine  fpirit, for  God'cannotbc  tempted  oi 

evil,  neither  ttmpteth  he  any  man,— fee  Janr.cs  u  13. 
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Bat  God  as  a  fovereign  had  a  right  to  give  them  up  un- 

t0  ,  lclrr°wn  natural  hearts  luft  to  be  tempted,  and  end- 
t  ec,  to  fin,  which  was  the  calf,  that  the  man  of  fin  be  re- 
vealed,  which  was  fulfilled,  by  what  has  been  faid,  arid 
by  what  rohows,  according  to  the  feriptures. 

This  is  evident  that  as  foon  as  man  had  forfook  the 
God  of  peace,  and  was  ruled  by  the  diaat.es  of  their  owrj 
ocl nh  hearts,  that  the  peace  of  focietv  was  ruined,  and 
the  whole  world  fell  into  anarchy.  ’So  in  the  fir  ft  age, 
when  fin  by  one  man  entered  into  the  world,  thpi  peace 
was  taken  from  the  earth,  for  the  leripture  was  as  really 

.  mhi  ieu  in  the  fir  ft  age  as  it  was  in  the  laft,  according  to 
God  s  defigns.  ^ 

l  nus  when  iniquity  did  abound,  the  love  of  many 

waxed  cold,  for  the  worshiping  idol  Gods  caufes  con. 

tendon  ;  this  caufed  Cain  to  flay  his  brother  ; — and  no 
iooner  had  the  children  of  Ifrael  loft  fight  of  Mofes  their 
leader,  but  Aaron’s  advice  was  to  the  people,  to  bring  to 
him  their  gold  earrings,  of  it  he  made  a  moiten  calf;  and 
they  laid,  thefe  be  thy  God’s  O  Ifrael,  that  brought  thee 
up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.  Mark,  thy  God’s'  every 
one  hid  a  God  by  hitnlelf,  and  like  himfelf.  And  Aa¬ 
ron  built  an  altar  before  it,  and  by  their  own  law  pro¬ 
claimed  a  day  to  worffcip  their  new  Lord,  calling  it  the 
fcaft  of  the  Lord,  and  they  arofe  early  on  the  morrow, and 
offered  burnt  offerings,  and  brought  peace  offerings, 

and  the  people  lat  down  to  eat  and  drink,  and  refe  up  to 
play. 

i  hus  when  a  perfon  or  a  people  lofe  fight  of  truth,1 
and  let  down  and  content  tbemlelves  with  the  law  that 
is  in  tiieir  members,  to  be  ruled  and  governed  by  it  ; 
they  foon  !orget  God’s  works,  and  wait  not  for  his 
ceunfei, —  Pfa.  cvi.  read  the  whole.  So  bv  the  wicked 
devices  of  their  own  hearts,  they  forget  Chrift  their  Savi¬ 
our,  and  worfhip  tire  work  of  their  own  [rands  ;  fo  they 
wane  by  fight,  and  not  by  faith.  Saying  my  repentance, 
and  my  forfakingmy  fins,  and  my  loving  and  chuiing 
Chrift,  is  the  only  caufe  of  his  chufing  me,  for  at  this 
time,  and  not  before  he  doth  elect  me, and  write  my  name 
in  the  book  of  life  of  the  Lamb  therefore  the  higher 
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jiefhy  paffions  are  railed,  in  this  delufion,  the  ftrongel1 
and  clearer  arc  their  evidences  for  happinds,  but  if  tiicfe 
paffions  fail,  they  loofe  fight  of  their  evidences  there Cor, 
end  begin  todefpair.  But  this  is  contrary  to  Paul's  trav- 
«1,  a  Cor.  v.  7,-- For  we  walk  by  faith,  not  by  fight  g 
Which  faith  was  the  faith  of  Chrift,  God’s  eledl, — Sla.  xhi, 
f .  This  faith  was  promiled  to  them  that  was  chofen  and 
«le£bcd  in  Chrift,  in  hope  of  eternal  life,  which  God  thas 
cannot  lie,  promifed  before  the  world  began,— iee  Titus 
o:.  r,  2.  Rom.  ix.  23,  24,  25,  o,6K  27.  Rom.  viii.  iu 
By  thefe  we  find  the  blefiedneis  that  thefe  dedted  ones 
do  receive  in  believing  in  the  truth  as  it  la  in  Jefus,  thag 
he  was  their  faviour  before  the  world  began,  which  is  th# 
eaufe  of  thsir  believing,  that  from  this  foundation  the/ 
never  can  be  moved  or  fhakeh. 

Rut  on  the  other  hand,  when  fin  firff  entered  into  the 
world,  it  brought  forth  death,  that  the  firmer  knoweth 
not  when  good  cometh.  This  was  the  calc  with  Eph¬ 
raim,  fee  Hofea  vii.  1,  8,— When  1  would  have  healed 
ifrael,  then  the  iniquity  of  Ephraim  was  difeovered,  and 
the  wickcdnefs  of  Samaria  :  for  they  commit  falfhood* 
and  the  thief  cometh  in,  and  the  troops  of  robbers  fpoil- 
cth  without.  Ephraim,  he  hath  mixed  himlelf  among 
ihe  people,  Ephraim  is  a  cake  not  turned.  t 

This  was  the  effect  when  he  offended  in  Baal,  he  died, 
and  now  they  fin  more  and  more,  and  hav®  made  them- 
fclves  molten  images  of  their  filver,  and  idols  according 
to  their  own  underftanding,al!  of  it  tne  work  of  me  crafts¬ 
men,  they  fay  of  them,  Lee  the  men  that  Sacrifice,  kifs 
the  calves, — for  this  fee  Hof.  xiii.  i,  2.  The  full  li 
when  Ephraim  fpake  trembling,  he  exalted  himlelf  in 
Jfracl,  that  is,  fearing  and  obeying  God's  word,  but  as 
loon  as  he  offended  in  Baal,  by  following  through  pride, 
the  crafty  imaginations  or  the  wicked  devices  of  their 
own  hearts  luff,  he  died,  as  to  a  life  t)t  peace,  ano  cau^ 
Jed  the  men  that  worfhip  idol  Gods  to  kits  the  idol,  th»C, 
is,  to  feil©w-friip  and  confidently  affeft  the  faife  wavs  of 
Wo  riff  1  pi  ng  the  work  of  their  own  bands.  So  ft  rangers 
have  devoured  his  ftrength,  (that  is  unbelief)  and  ffe 
knoweth  it  not  ; — and  the  pride  of  lfraei  teftificth  to  hia 
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face,  therefore  foal!  Ifrar!  and  Ephraim  faflfo  the?#' 
Jtiio-uity  ;  Judah  alio  (hall  fail  with  them.  So  Ephraim 
is  joined  to  idols,  and  God  fays,  Lee  him  alone,  for 
J  know  you  not*  to  be  mine  in  this  wicked  praffife. 
f  ^  bererore  it  appears  to  me,  that  what  is  compriled  to 
be  comprehended,  and  is  contained  in  the  whole  ferip- 
Hue  of  divine  truth,  was  prefigurated  by  what  was  trarif- 
acted  in,  and  revealed  to  the  firft  generation,  and  is  fimi- 
lar  both  to  the  prophetical  and  ApoffoJic  age  through 
Viiivc  ;  for  God  the  lame  God  yefterday,  today,  and  for- 
tfver,  and  changes  not,  and  roan  diffadievtd  this  -  they 
ui^d  the  lame  day  from  peace,  and  loft  the  enjoyment  of 
&U  happinefs,  and  become  fervants  to  fin  and  death* 
So  there  was  notone  that  did,  or  could  do  the  leaft  thing 
Tu^t  is  good  ;  for  toe  imagination  of  their  heart  was  evil 
s*nd  that  continually  $  10  they  walked  in  their  own  coun- 

fd. 

1  herefore  it  is  manifested  by  their  works,  that  they 
sre  haters  of  God  and  every. good  work.  So  fin  in  its 
conftimeion  and  pra&ife  and  efFeds,  is  the  fame  in  all 
ages,  and  the  wages  of  it  is  death  j  thus  was  the  man  of 
fin  revealed,  the  myftery  of  iniquity,  with  figns  and  lying, 
wonders.  This  was  the  lame  myfterioiis  way  of  lying,, 
that  deceived  Nebudchadnrzzar,  king  of  Babylon,  that 
cabled  him  to  makes  great  and  terrible  image,  which 
he  fee  up  in  the  province  of  Babylon,  for  it  could  not  be 
fet  up  in  any  other  province  in  all  God's  creation,  and 
they  that  did  not  fall  down  and  worfhip  this  image  at  the 
appointed  time  mu  ft  be  Gain, — Daniel  m. 

Thus  I  find  the  dated  principle  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Babylon  call  religion,  and  are  obliged  to  obey,  istow^r- 
lh:p  idol  Gods  that  are  at-  vanity  and  a  lie.  I  could  men¬ 
tion  a  great  number  of  texts  of  feripture  of  this  kind* 
but  fhiil  omit  them  at  preient.  I  find  the  principles  of  Bab¬ 
ylon^  the  ruleing  authority  &jpra£fcife,bone  &  the  fame, 
through  the  whole  fyftem  of  truth  -9  the  firft  appearance 
of  it  was  in  Adam  and  Eve,  when  feduced  by  the  devil  to 
believe  a  lie,  he  taking  them  upon  the  piniclc  of  the  tem¬ 
ple,  fliovving  them  all  the  glories  of  the  world,  and 
Mfcly  promiled  to  give  all  to  them,  if  they  would  fall 
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4own  and  worfhip  him,  which  falfc  do&rine  they  believed 
®nd  obeyed  ;  God  having  withdrawn  his  fpirit  from  them 
they  are  paft  feeling*  and  are  the  wicked  fpoken  of  in 
pfa.  izxiii.  4,  5, — -For  there  are  no  baads  in  their  death* 
but  their  ftrength  is  firm.  They  are  not  in  trouble  as 
$tber  men, neither  are  they  plagued  like  other  men. 

i  take  them  to  be  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fin  ;  now  they 
ure  to  themfeives  alive  without  the  law,  for  by  the  law  is 
the  knowledge  of  fin,  which  now  they  are  ignorant  of  ; 
fo  they  know  nothing  but  what  they  know  naturally  as 
brute  beads.  May  it  not  be  laid,  here  is  man  for  faking 
of  his  God,  who  laid  my  fpirit  fhail  not  always  ftrivc 
with  man  for  that  aifo  is  flefh.  Men  being  ftupid  and 
fenfelels  of  their  condition,  and  without  remorfe  for  their 
fins,  they  arc  ftrong  and  firm  in  their  own  minds,  work¬ 
ing  all  manner  of  wickednefs  with  greedinefs,  and  being 
without  chaftiftment  ;  in  this  charter  they  are  called 
baftards,  and  not  fons.  Now  I  fhail  confider  the  further 
*ffe£U  of  fin  and  rebellion  againft  God. 

VlRSE  7. 


And  the  eyes  of  them  both  were  opened,  and  they  knew 
that  they  were  naked  %  and  they  fswed  fig  leaves  together * 
md  made  themfeives  aprons . 


I  think  here  appears  a  need  of  forriething  being  done 
for  their  lecurity,  their  eyes  being  opened,  they  knew 
they  were  naked. — Therefore  at  this  time  they  fought 
out  many  inventions,  and  God  faith  of  them  as  he  did  of 
Ephraim,  Hofca  iv.  17,— Ephraim  is  joined  to  idols  ; 
let  him  alone.  Let  them  walk  in  their  own  counfel,  for 
aitho  they  fee  that  they  were  naked,  and  fo  expo  fed  to 
yuin,  they  fee  they  had  not  a  righteoufnefs  adequate  to 
the  law*,  and  being  now  in  the  kingdom  ofdarknefs,  end 
not,  nor  could  not  hear  the  ccunfcl  of  God,  for  they  re¬ 
medied  God,  who  faid  in  Rev.  Hi.  iS, — I  counfel  thee  to 
buy  of  me  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  that  thou  rnayeft  be 
jich ;  and  white  raiment,  that  thou  mayeft  be  clothed., 
and  that  the  fhamc  of  thy  nakednefs  do  not  appear  ;  and 
anoint  thine  eyes  with  eye  fiilye  that  thou  mayeft  fee. 
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Anc?  as  they  did  not  retain  God  in  their  thought*  tfcw 
vere  ignorant  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  and  went  a- 
bout  to .  eflabliff)  a  righteoufnefs  of  their  own  •  fee  Prov. 
*.  7 • — fools  defpife  wifdom  and  inffrudtion. 

Here  the  great  whore  appears  in  this  firftsgeof  the 

world,  and  made  ali  nations  and  people  drunk  with  ths 
wine  of  her  fornication,  that  all  kings  and  rulers,  judges 
?mi  CQunlcllors  of  the  earth,  bond  and  free,  and  all  tha 
inhabitants  or  the  earth,  wandered  after  the  beali,  and  fell 
down  and  worfhiped  the  beaft  and  bis  image  ;  thus  did 
rhe  power  of  fiefhly  luft  prevail,  and  had  captivated  ths 
m.nds  of  all  God's  people  ;  fa  that  with  zeal  and  undaunt, 
cd  confidence,  in  themfelves  and  their  idol  Gods, they  un- 
dertake  to  build  a  houle  for  their  religious  worth  io,  and 
erred  an  alter  that  on  it  they  might  offer  facrifice  to  their 
Gods,  for  this  work  the  crafts  men  ofBabvlon  are  em¬ 
ployed,  for  as  this  is  the  works  of  darknefs,  fo  none 

but  thole  that  dwell  in  the  kingdom  of  darknefs,  did  ev¬ 
er  undertake  it. 

Now  the  crafts-men,  and  the  csunfellors,  in  the  firfit 
place,  advifes  to  join  in  afociety,  tales  if  they  can  apte* 
in  the  fafhion  of  this  tabernacle. 

,  ~  s  foe  i et  v  to  chufe  Church  mem¬ 

bers,  which  muft  be  Rich  a,s  have  the  mark  of  the  bead  u% 
ineir  right  Hand,  and  in  their  forehead,  which  have  fu!| 
liberty  to.  aft  in  every  affair,  in  the  kingdom  of  the  dev-  - 
il, — -Rev.  xiiit  *6, 

1  on  Li a  i*  o  chufe  a  Church  platform  to  be  govern^ 
®d  by. 

fourthly.  To  chufe  religious  principles  and  ordinal 

€Cfi.  ’ 

t 

Fifthly,  i  o  chufe  teachers  and  deacons. 

Sixthly,  ]  he  rule  and  difeipline  of  the  church.  ; 
Seventhly,  By  what  means,  thb  church  ffull  be  up* 
held  and  main  rained. 

Eft.,  By  the  advice  of  the  crafts  men*  and  counfeU 
Sons,  to  gather  i^to  &  fociety,  which  was  unanirnoufly 
agreed  to,  for  all  had  finned  and  come  Abort  of  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  God,  all  naked  and  guilty  before  God,  and  fo  all 
arsecjually  condemned*  as,  is  k%  forth  in  Rom.  HL 
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&  €or.  tv.  3,  4, — -If  our  gofpel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  therm 
that  arc  loft.  In  whom  the  God  of  this  world  bath  blind¬ 
ed  the  minds  of  them  which  believe  not*  and  as  all  are 
included  in  unbelief,  being  left  to  their  own  luft,  walk 
in  their  own  counfd;  and  in  order  to  build  a  haufc  to 
fuit  the  canftitiuion  of  the  mind  of  the  children  of  this 
world,  which  wasdarknefs,  ignorance,  vanity,  and  a  lie; 
the  foundation  of  it,  was  unbelief,  and  thefaftuon  of  this 
boufe  or  tabernacle  is  the  f&fhion  of  this  world,  that  paf» 
feth  s*way„— Here  they  take  darknds  for  light,  and  lighs 
for  darkneft. 

idly.  Out  ®f  this  fociety  choofe  church  members,  as 
they  call  them.  Theft  arc  chafe  by  their  character,  they 
muft  be  fuch,  as  truth  calls  unbelievers,  that  deny  th® 
father  and  the  fan,  and  arc  biafphemers  againft  the  holy 
ghoft  i  vet  being  deceived  they  arc  profcfTors  of  God 
and  religion,  they  are  every  one  an  hypocrite,  and  an 
evildoer,  and  every  mouth  fpeaketh  folly, ~Ifa.  ix .  17. 
But  the  hypocrite  in  heart  heap  up  wrath, — Job  xxxvi. 
23.  Their  character  is  fet  forth  in  Matt,  xxiii.  Thef® 
being  wholly  given  up  to  idolatry,  whofc  minds  ar© 
blinded  by  the  God  of  this  world,  left  the  light  of  the 
glorious  gofpe!  of  Chrift  who  is  the  image  of  God,fliou!d 
ihsne  unto  them,  Thus  God  left  his  people  to  hardnefs 
pi  hearty  and  blindnels  of  mind  ;  fee  Jere.  ix.  a, —Oh 
that  1  had  in  the  wildernefsa  lodging  place  of  way-far- 
ing  men,  that  I  might  leave  my  people,  and  go  from 
them  ;  for  they  be  all  adulterers,  an  afTcmbly  of  treach¬ 
erous  men. 

3 d  1  y .  To  chufr  st  church  platform  to  be  governed 
by,  1.  Unbelief,  to  difbslicve  God’s  charter  and  his 
truths.  2 .  To  believe  a  lie.  3.  To  chide  Gods  like 
^hemXelves,  theie  being  falfe  Gods,  they  place  the. name 
of  the  true  and  li  ving  God  on  them.  4.  Darknefs  with¬ 
out  any  true  light.  5.  Ignorance  and  defpifing  true 
fpiritual  knowledge,  and  the  faith  ©f  Chrift.  6.  To 
tdcfpife  others,  and  juftify  themfeives.  7.  That  the  grace 
<pf  God  in  Chrift  is  conditional  to  imn.  8.  That  eternal 
purification,  and  eternal  damnation  depends  on  our  im¬ 
proving,  or  not  improving,  ©ur  excepting  or  not  excep¬ 
ting- 
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*m8  Chrift,  that  is,  our  improving  the  gifts  and  talents* 
ch&c  is  g*ven  us  in  this  world.  5*  The  wifdom  of  this 
world  to  govern  the  mind.  50.  Church  officers,  as  el- 
®Cffi  *nd  deacons.  11.  Church  ordinances, baptifm,  and 

?he  Lord's  fupper.  12.  The  major  ffiall  rule  the  mi¬ 
nor. 

4-hIy.  To  ckufe  religious  principles  and  ordinances* 
^hty  Relieve  there  is  one  God,  that  made  ail  things. 
£.  They  believe  that  this  Almighty  God  is  above  all 
Gods,  or  that  is  called  God,  and  that  he  ought  to  be 
wor (biped  as  fuch,  and  this  name  and  honor  they  confer 
and  give  to  their  idol  Gods, -fee  2  Theft.  ii.  4,  afore 
cited.  3.  They  believe  the  Bible  containing  the  Old 
md  New  Teftameqrs  to  be  the  word  of  God,  and  that 
sr^n  underftands  it  by  revelation,  ftudy  and  induftry* 
4.  1  hey  believe  that  the  creature  man  was  at  fird  made 
in  the  image  of  God,  and  after  his  likenefs,  holy  and  up¬ 
right;  but  being  left  to  the  freedom  of  his  own  will,  his 
town  1  uft,  and  the  fubtility  of  the  ferpertt  the  devil,  he 
feduccd  to  tranfgrefs  the  law  of  his  God,  by  which 
lie  became  obnoxious  to  condign  punifhmenf,  and  that 
eternally.  5.  They  believe  that  God  did  fo  love  man 
that  he  had  made,  that  he  fine  Jefus  Chrift  into  the  world* 
to  die,  fuffer  and  pay  the  debt  to  divine  juftice  for  man, 
and  has  let  him  in  a  fLte  of  probation  again,  and  has 
imade.  him  a  free  agent  of  moral  law,  or  cardinal  virtues* 
prudence,  juftice,  tempor«nce  and  fortitude  5  that  upon 
condition  man  lives  a  holy  life,  repents  of  his  fins,  and 
returns  therefrom  to  God,  and  loves  God  with  all  the 
heart,  and  believes  on  Jefus  Chrift,  and  thus  holds  oug 
fo  the  end  of  his  life,  which  he  may  do  if  he  will;  then 
God  will  forgive  him,  and  love  him,  and  be  reconciled 
€0  him  again,  and  will  eternally  love  him  through  Chrift 
which  is  the  reward  of  their  good  works.  Sec. 

So  by  the  nffiftance  of  the  fpirit,  and  their  fortitude* 
sheir  wii!  being  bowed  to  God's  will,  they  are  'bom 
again,  and  that  work  effectually  wrought  in  them,  by 
which  they  fhail  be  eternally  juftifted  through  Chrift,  bus 
without  th:s  work  being  wrought  in.  them  they  muft  be 
eternally  damned.  6,  They  bdieve,  that  ftnee  man  h 

fa 
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fo  liable  to  fafl  in  keeping  the  command*  of  God,  tfiatH 
Is  a  duty  of  ail  chriftians  to  believe  in  doubts  and  fears, 
of  their  conftancy  in  living  in  faith  and  good  works,  and 
then  Gad’s  covenant  promifes  made  upon  thefc  condf- 
tions,  muft  fad  alfo  and  the  creature  be  eternally  ruined 
ac  laft,  and  punifbed.  7.  They  beiievethat  at  the  gen¬ 
eral  refurre&ion,  the  day  of  judgment,  all  the  world  of 
mankind  (hail  arife  and  come  to  judgment,  and  ever f 
one  fhall  receive  according  to  the  deeds  done  in  his  bo¬ 
dy,  and  they  that  have  done  goad  as  above  deferibed,  un¬ 
to  the  rcfurre<ftion  of  life,  and  all  them  that  have  nor* 
but  have  done  evil  unto  the  refurredlion  of  damnation* 
8.  They  believe,  for  any  to  fay  and  teach  that  all  Ad¬ 
am’s  offspring  was  made  alive  in  Chriit,  and  faved  who 
hath  called  with  an  holy  calling,  not  according  to  our 
works,  but  according  to  his  own  purpofe  and  grace* 
which  was  given  to  us  in  Chrift  Jefus,  before  the  world 
began  ;  fee  &  Tim.  i.  9.  1  Tim.  ti.  4 — Who  will  have 
all  men  to  be  faved  and  to  come  unto  the  knowledge  of 
the  truth  ;  or  as  it  is  faid  in  A6ts  xvii.  31,  the  laft  part  ,3 
thus  whereof  he  hath  given  afifuntnee  unto  all  men  in  that 
he  hath  railed  him  from  the  dead. 

Thus  to  believe  and  teach  as  above, to  be  the  only  and 
abfolute  caufe  of  our  eternal  life  and  juftification,  and 
C  hr  i  ft’s  rifing  from  the  dead,  our  sffurancc  of  the  fame* 
exclufive  of  our  repentance,  faith  and  reformation* 
wrought  in  us  by  the  help  of  the  holy  fpiric,  is  a  licen¬ 
tious  doctrine,  te»ds  to  give  liberty  to  all  peop’e  both 
old  and  young,  t©  work  all  manner  of  abomination,  wicK- 
ednefs,  and  ruin  focicty. 

5 1 h i y .  To  chule  teachers  and  deacons,  thefe  were 
chofc  and  elefted  by  the  church  and  fociety,  the  major 
to  rule  the  minor,  1.  Thefc  teschers  muft  be  taught 
and  brought  up  in  Babylon,  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  and 
taught  according  to  the  perfect  manner  of  the  law,  and 
are  zealous  towards  God,  having  a  form  of  Gocihnds* 
but  denv  the  power  thereof.  2.  By  profeflion,  Ph arife 5 
the  children  of  the  bond  woman,  for  which  reafon  they 
esaeft  all  their  labour,  for  with  great  fums  they  purchafe 
shcir  freedom.  3.  They  teach  for  dc&rine  the  com- 

mandmenu 


#*ahdnfenT$  bf  men,  loving  the  praife  of  r#en  mor«  tfcsj 
the  praife  of  God,  that  they  through  pride  love  the  up. 
permoft  room  at  feaib,  and  the  chief  feats  in  the  fynna 
gogues,  and  greeting  in  the  markets*  and  to  be  called  o 
men  Rabbi*  Rabbi,  a$  hypocrites  for  a  pretence  maki 
long  prayers,  and  thank  God  that  they  are  not  like  oth 
er  men,  nor  like  the  publican,  and  then  proclaim  the! 
own  goodnefs,  that  they  faft  twice  a  week,  that  they  am 
no  extortioner,  unjuft  aduiturers,  or  even  as  this  publi 
can,  thefe  truft  in  themfelvcs  that  they  are  righteeus  am 
defpife  others.  4.  They  are  covetous  and  feed  them- 
fd  ves,  and  not  the  flock,  thefe  are  not  the  true  fhepherdi 
of  the  flockjbut  are  thieves  &  robbers;  fee  Joh.*.  Ifa.  hi, 
10,  1 1  .—His  watchmen  are  blind,  they  arc  all  ignorant, 
they  arc  all  dumb  dogs,  they  cannot  bark,  fleeping,  )y. 
i eg  down,  loving  to  (lumber.  Yea  they  arc  greed) 
dogs  which  can  never  have  enough*  and  they  arc  fhep- 
herds  that  cannot  underftand,  they  all  look  to  their  owr 
way, every  one  for  his  gain  from  his  quarter.  They  an? 
teachers  of  lies,  crying  peace,  peace,  when  the  Lord  fays 
there  is  no  peace,  but  fudden  deftruftion  fee  Htb.  it, 
18.  aTheff.  v.  3.  5.  So  muft  their  deacens  be  ©f  the 

lame  principle.  This  people  have  heaped  to  themfelvcs 
teachers,  having  itching  ears,  for  they  will  not  endure 
found  doctrine, — 2  Tim.  iv .  3. 

6th!y.  The  rule  and  difcipline  of  the  church.  1. 
their  own  wifdom,  who  are  wife  in  their  own  eyes,  and 
prudent  in  their  own  conceits  2$d  calLevil  good,  and 
good  evil, that  put  darknefs  for  light  and  light  for  dark- 
nefs,  that  put  bitter  for  fwcet,  and  fweet  for  bitter;  and 
mcafuring  themfelvcs  by  themfelvcs,  2nd  comparing 
themfelvcs  amongft  themfelvcs  are  not  wife  ;  falir  accu* 
fers  of  chriftian  brethren,  the  balances  of  deceit  are  in 
his  hand,  partiality  and  hypocrify.  2.  All  that 
do  not  believe  as  the  church  believes,  snd  mcafurc  and 
compare  with  them,  and  keep  up  the  high  places  of  idol- 
i try >  muft  be  caft  out,  and  anathematized. 

7thly.  By  what  authority  this  church  (hall  be  upheld 
and  maintained,  and  defended,  &c.  1.  Altho*  rnyfti- 

cal  Babylon  is  fo  highly  favoured,  (as  they  call  it)  as  to 

build 
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Built  t  church  and  agree  in  principle*;,  in  duffing  and 
ordaining  elders  and  deacons  ;  the  rule  and  difeiphne  of 
the  houie,  and  in  chafing  of  their  Gods,  &c.  Yet  there 
appears  a  want  of  authority  to  lupport  and  defend  them 
from  invafions,  and  as  they  have  denied  and  forfaking 
the  king  of  kings  and  the  Lord  ot  Lords  5 — Fi  ling 
themftlves  naked,  without  a  king  and  rulers*  the  advice 
is,  to  chufe  fuch  as  are  agreed  with  them  in  faith  and 
pra&lfe,  in  order  to  which  it  mull  he  Babylon- politick  ; 
fo  the  king  Is  called  king  of  Babylon,  a.  As  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  people  at  large,  to  elect  and  chufe  them- 
felvesa  king,  and  counidlors,  and  judges,  and  alfb  & 
fvftem  of  laws  to  be  ruled,  geveroed  and  protc&ed  by* 
3.  That  as  all  power  refides  in  the  people,  fo  they  chofe 
them  a  king,  a  prince,  codniellors  and  judges,  and  all 
officers  of 'government,  and  inverted  them  with  authori¬ 
ty,  as  legislative,  executive  or  judicial*  ' 

4.  This  fociety  being  the  children  of  the  great  whore* 
the  mother  of  harlots,  and  abominations  of  the  earth  • 
in  this  charadler  they  were  ferpents,  a  generation  of  vi¬ 
pers,  and  are  baftards  and  not  Ions  5  the  Lord  faith  of 
them,  in  i  Sam.  viii.  7,  — They  have  t  rejected  me,  that 
1  fhould  nof  reign  over  them  \  And  in  Hofea  viii.  1 4* 
i — Ilrael  hath  forgotten  his  maker.  Hofea  ix.  17,— My 
God  will  caft  them  away  becaufe  they  did  not  hearken 
unto  him,  and  they  fhall  be  wanderers  among  the  nations. 
Thus  Wandering  in  the  kingdom  of  the  darknds  of  this 
world,  Ifrael  cart  off  the  thing  that  is  good,  the  enemy 
{hall  purfue  him.  They  have  fee  up  kings,  but  not  by 
foe  ;  they  have  made  princes,  and  1  knew  it  not, — Ho- 
ft  a  viii.  3,  4. 

Thus  as  God  had  given  them  up  to  their  own  lurt, 
they  walked  in  their  own  counfel.  In  this  lenfe  I  think 
it  is  laid  in  Rev.  xvii.  17,- — -For  God  hath  put  in  their 
hearts  to  fulfill  his  will,  and  ro  »gre?  and  give  tneir 
kingdom  unto  the  hearts,  until  the  words'  of  God  fhall 
be  fulfilled, 

l  under  ft  a’nd  God's  putting  in  their  hearts  to  r 
his  will,  fignines*  that  it  was  his  will  they  fhould 
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live  their  kingdom  unto  the 


her* 


here  God  withdraws  the  drivings  of  his  fpirit  from 
as  in  Gen.  vi.  3, —And  the  Lord  faid,  my  fpirit  (ha!)  not 
always  drive  with  man,  for  that  he  alfo  is  flefh.  When 
man  h  given  up  to  his  luffs,  he  walks  in  his  own  coun¬ 
sel:)  which  is  to  do  every  thing  that  is  evil  and  beaftly, 
which  is  oppofed  to  love  and  humanity  $  fo  that  their 
cmdcrftanding,  will  and  affections,  being  darkened,  al¬ 
lin  a  ted  from  God  and  corrupted;  they  have  fold  them- 
lelves  for  nought,  and  havc^given  up  themfdves,  their 
powers  and  faculties  to  obey  the  law  of  fin  that  is  m 
their  members,  working  all  unrighteoufnefs  with  greed- 
in  ds,  hateing  the  truth,  delighting  in  lies,  &c.  Thus 
they  have  given  their  lives  in  this  world  to  the  head* 
which  is  the  lu ft:  of  the  flefh,  the  luft  of  the  eye,  and  the 
pride  of  life,  which  is  the  kingdom  of  the  beaft  and  fatan ; 
which  is  to  be  until  the  word  of  God  fhall  be  fulfilled* 
according  to  that  word  in  1  Peter  Hi.  18, — For  Chrift  alfo 
hath  once  fufirered  for  fias,  the  juft  for  the  unjuft,  that  he 
might  bring  us  to  God,  being  put  to  death  in  the  flefh, 
but  quickened  in  the  fpirir. 

5.  Now  when  this  focietv  had  chofen  their  king  2nd 
rulers,  and  fettled  their  conftitution  which  is  oppofed  to 
fell  good  and  the  feelings  of  humanity,  the  ftatute  law  is 
enmity  againftGod,  which  Paul  (peaks  cf  in  Rom.  vih 
sj,— But  I  fee  another  law  in  my  members,  warring  a- 
gainftrhe  law  of  my  mind  ;  2nd  bringing  me  into  cap¬ 
tivity  to  the  law  of  fin,  which  is  in  my  members. 

This  law  is  conftituted  in  the  flefhly  members  of  Ad¬ 
am's  formed  body,  this  is  the  ftrft  man  that  is  of  the  earth 
earthy,  As  is  the  earthy,  fuch  are  they  that  are  earthy, 
as  natural,  that  is  firft, —  1  Cor.  xv.  48.  I  perceive  by 
this  that  Adam’s  natural  flefhly  body  had  its  appearance 
in  this  word  before  Chrift,  and  fo  was  faid  to  be  firfh, 
and  is  born  of  the  flefh,  which  lufteth  againft  the  fpirit^ 
Gala,  v .  17,  and  the  fpirit  againft  the  fiefh  :  thefe  being 
contrary  the  one  to  the  other,  is  the  caufe  of  the  war  $• 


From  whence  comes  wars  and  fighting  amongft  you,  corns 
they  not  hence  even  of  your  luft,  that  war  in  your  mem¬ 
bers,— James  iv.  1.  This  lay/  being  in  the  flefh  where¬ 
in  dwelled*  no  good  thing,  it  lufteth  to  envy,  and  wars 
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asainft  the  foul, or  life  in  this  world,  as  its  cas'ed  in 
mUi.  7, — Bccaufe  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  agsinit  God. 
&c.  fo  it  i*  the  law  of  fin  and  death,  for  it  brmgeth  forth 

death. 

Now  this  fociety  confuting  of  all  the  nations  and  fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  earth,  they  being  incorporated  into  a  king¬ 
dom,  and  crowned  their  king,  and  citablifhed  all  thiir 
officers  by  their  authority,  and  had  given  their  kingdom 
\)nco  the  be  a  it ;  th.de  have  one  mind  and  lhaH  give  their 
power  and  ftrength  unto  the  b«  aft, — -  Rev.  xvii.  17*  *  3* 

I  underftand  this  to  be  the  travel  of  the  ions  of  men  in 
thoughts,  words  and  actions  in  this  Inc,  while  they  iiv« 

in  unbelief,  whofe  minds  are  led  captive  by  their  lulls* 

tofervefin  and  iatan>  and  to  exert  ad  the  power  and 
ftrength  God  hath  given  them,  to  murder  the  faulty 
blafpheme  God,  and  the  Lamb,  and  the  temple  o»  Goo  5 
fpeaking  and  praftifing  every  thing  that  is  evil,  and 
tends  to  their  own  deftruftion,  yet  think  their  fttengtU 
a*  firm. 

This  kingdom  being  the  kingdom  of  darknefs,  the 
prince  of  the  power  of  the  air  is  the  ruler  $  the  ipiric  that 
now  rules  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  diioocdiCL^t, 
which  had  a  beginning,  and  mu  ft  have  an  end.  ^  So 
that  tke  reign  of  this  dragon,  that  old  lerpent/which  is 
the  devil,  and  latan  that  was  bound  a  thou  land  years* 
will  be  but  a  little  fetfon  5  for  the  co-nftitution  of  thin 
prince,  and  the  laws  of  his  kingdom  are  of  this  world, 
find  cannot  be  eternal,  therefore  the  LoicJ  will  dcftioy 
this  wicked  kingdom  with  all  that  appertains  to  it,  with 
the  fpirit  of  his  mouth  and  the  brightnebof  his  coming. 

Thus  we  find  that  myftical  Babylon  and  politic  Bab¬ 
ylon  agree  in  one  both  in  co-nftkution  and  laws,  and 
myftical  Babylon  depends  wholly  on,  and  is  fop  ported 
md  defended  by  Babylon  politic;  and  as  the  theology 
■and  ail  the  religious  privileges  (as  they  call  menu)  o, 
this  Babylonian  nation  is  maintained  ^and  defended 
the  laws  of  that  nation,  plainly  (hows  that  myftical  Bao- 
ylon  a/*d  politic  Babylon  are  in  affinity,  as  two  kings  in 
vital  union,  and  depends  on  each  other  for  exift.ance*  f  >r 

if  one  of  them  be  overcome*  it destroyed  the  other*  «]Ao+ 

*  '  mm 
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and  as  their  conHitution  ipirit  and  difpoTition  is  ore  -fe 
Torjr  power  and  prance  is  one  alfo,  and  both  ihai-i  be 
lam  ,h  the  time  appointed  ;  fire  Dan .  xi,  *7, -.And  both 

Z  ;e  VngS  ne"r's  (halJ  be  to  do  mifchief,  and  they 
Jbail  fpean  lies  at  one  cable,  but  it  (hail  not  profper :  for 
vet  tut- end  lhal)  be  at  the  time  appointed.  Thefe  two 
n  nH‘>  *  take  to  be  the  b<*afc  and  the  falfe  prophet,  men- 
t.on.t,  in  Key.  xix.  20, — And  the  bead  was  taken,  and 
tnc*  /a lie  prophet,  chat  wrought  miracles  be- 
t<>re  htrn,  with  which  he  deceived  them  that  had  teceiv- 
u-'‘  :l:  ‘  **  --'f  the  beaftj  and  thetn  that  worfhipp^d  his 
image.  Theft*  both  were  caft  alive  into  the  Jake  office 
burning  with  biimftone. 

Now  this  deceived  fociety,  having  thus  according  to 

t.ieir  own  couniei  and  the  evil  devices  of  their  wicked 

hears,  let  up  and  vainly  eftabjifhed  their  kingdom,  with 

all  iheir  roles  and  authority  of  government,  both  religious 

and  iegiflative,  they  begin  their  praClife,  which!  think 

is  nearl  y  mansfdted  by  the  pra&ife  of  our  find  parents, 

in  that  aforecited  text,  Gen.  Hi.  7, —And  the  eyes  of  rheni 

both  were  opened,  and  they  knew  that  they  were  naked: 

and  theX  fcwea  fig-leaves  together,  and  made  themfclvei 
aprons. 


IVo*  their  eyes  being  opened,  they  faw  that  they  had 
duoberyed  their  God,  and  had  loft  their  law  nghteoufneis, 
their  hearts  condemned  them,  and  not  having  the  know*' 
ledge  of  Chrift  s  righteoufneis,  (hey  were  naked,  and  felt 
themfdvrs  expoled  to  all  the  curies  and  penalties  of  the 
which  is  death  ;  they  now  being  dead  in  crefpafjes 
ace  fin*,  they  denied,  rejeftc  d,  and  did  tor  fake  God  their' 
maker  and  rightful  owner  and  king,  and  fuppoied  God 
ncu  torfuking  them,  and  denied  their  being  his  ofFspting  $ 
v  !:i(.h  was  the  work  of  the  crafts  men  and  the  fade  pro-' 
phe:  ^  their  beaftiy  lull,  cheie  two  kings  lpeak  lies  ac 
one  table,  which  is  the  tabic  of  devils,  here  in  the  minds 
our  iiiii  parents  ;  Jdabyion  made  ns  fir  ft  appearance 
in  the  world  as  has  been  above  described. 

^  f  hey  are  loir  to  {hemic Ives,  in  this  fen ie  God  was  to 
fiipm  in  the  duck  darknds’,  and  they  thought  God 
vwJa  uicQifciyes*  iubjed  to  change,  t her eiore  they 

have 


(-77—) 

l»a«€  changed  their  God, and  have  chofen  Gods  like  them* 
Idves,  -and  iacrificc  unco  their  net,  and  burn  incenfe  un- 
to  their  drag'-;  fee  Hab.  /.  1.5,  16,17.  Dan,  iv.  17. 
Dah.  13.  Frov.  1.  31,  32. 

Thus  the  dragon,  whofe  law  is  as  facred  and  abfoltite 
as  his  power,  which  continues  but  for  a  lirtle  feafon,  for 
fas  reign  is  fhort  ;  and  as  this  carnal  mind  is  enmity 
4^  d  i  !  it*,  vjocijj  is  full  oft  he  names  of  blaiphcmy  <jkg*»in!l* 
God,— fee  Rev.  xiii.  In  this  chapter  we  find  the  dra¬ 
gon,  chat  had  received  a  deadly  -wound  in  one  of  his 
heads,  as  it  were  wounded  to  death, and  his  deadly  wound 
was  healed,  and  all  the  world  wandered  after  the  bead, 
and  by  his  great  authority  and  (Teeming)  power,  and 
being  wonders  ^  2  Cor.  xi.  14,— And  no  marvel,  for  fa¬ 
un  hinvfelf  is  transformed  into  an  angel  of  fight.  By 
which  he  feduced  our  fir  ft;  parents  to  worfhip  the  dragon, 
who .-opened  his  mouth  in  blafphcming  againft  God,  to 
biafpheme  his  name,  and  his  tabernacle,  and  them  that 
dwell  in  heaven  5  and  it  was  given  unto  him,  (or  he  was 
la  or  (offered)  to  make  war  with  the  faints,  and  to  over¬ 


come  them,  ana  killed  them. 

So  that  they  were  dead  to  every  thing  relating  to  God, 
or  his  honor  or  humanity,  the  imagination  of  the  choughs 
of  their  heart  was  only  evil  continually,  I  fa.  lix.  13, 
14, — In  tranfgreffing  and  lying  againft  the  Lord,  and 
departing  away  from  our  God,  fpeaking  oppreffion  and 
revolt ;  conceiving  and  uttering  from  the  heart  words  of 
falfhobd.  And  judgment  is  turned  away  backward,  and 
juitice  ftandeth  afar  off  :  for  truth  is  fallen  in  the  ftreer* 
and  equity  cannot  enter. 

Thus  the  carnal  mind  by  the  power  of  the  luft  of  the 
fiefh,  and  the  pride  of  life,  they  laid.  We  have  made  a 
covenant  with  death,  and  with  hell  are  we  at  agreement, 
when  the  overflowing  feourge  fhall  pafs  through,  it  (hail 
not  come  unco  us  :  for  we  have  made  lies  our  refuge. 


and  under  faliehood  have  we  hid  ouridves, — Ifa.  xxviii. 
*5  And  now  by  the  falfe  flattering  promifes  of  the 
bead,  and  the  falfe  prophet,  promifing  them  peace,  life* 
and  proteftion,  they  with  great  zeal,  and  undaunted 
courage  without  fear,  go- about  co.tftablilb  a  righteouf- 
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of  tHcir  own,  by  offering  facrifices  upon  the  alter 
that  the  king  of  Babylon  had  built,  which  if  they  dii 
according  as  the  king  had  commanded,  and  at  the  ap 
pointedcima,  they  fhould  live,  but  if  not  they  (hall  b 
flain. 

I  his  I  take  to  be  what  is  meant  by  their  fewing  fig 
leaves  together,  to  make  themfdves  aprons,  which  fig 
mfies  ail  their  religious  fer vices  of  every  kind.  So  hav 
ing  vainly  1  up  poled  that  thev  had  hid  and  fccured  them 
felvcs,  by  making  lies  their  refuge,  and  trotting  to  falf 
iiood  to  lave  them! elves  from  the  wrath  to  come,  &c 
Hereby  they  made  themfelves  (Long  againft  God,  am 
laid,  who  is  the  Lord  that  we  fhould  ferve  him  :  for  the] 
had  lacrifiecd  to  their  Gods  which  they  had  made,  al 
was  the  work  of  the  crafts -men,  thev  fay  of  them,  Le 
lue  man  that  facrifice  kifs  the  calves. 

Thus  being  in  fusi  fdhwfhip  and  affinity  with  thi 
great  whore,  the  bead,  and  the  falfe  prophet,  and  theii 
curled  murderous  practifes,  which  praclile  proceeds  frorc 
the  natural  conftitution  of  the  earthy  elementary  man3 
^vhich  is  prone  to  evil,  as  the  (parks  sre  to  go  upwards  \ 
in  it  rhere  is  no  propenfuy  to  do  good,  therefore  cannot 
know  the  things  of  the  (piritof  God,as  the  Apoflie  faith, 
i  Cor,  ii.  14, — But  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  thu 
things  of  the  fpiric  of  God,  for  they  are  foolifhnefs  unto 
rum*  neither  can  he  know  them  becaule  they  aje  !piritud- 
ly  d  deemed.  Eccie.  vtii.  5, — Whofo  keepeth  the  com¬ 
mandments  fhallftcl  no  evil  thing  :  and  a  wife  man’s 
heart  difcerneth  both  time  and  judgment. 

Here  we  have  the&bfjlute  difference  between  the  fpi~ 
ritual  and  the  natural,  man,  and  as  the  natural  or  carnal 
mm  or  mind,  is  enmity  ajjainft  God,  it  is  not  fubjc&ci 
to  his  law,  neither  indeed  can  be;  therefore  it  is  the  en¬ 
emy  and  adverfary  the  Lord  lays  he  will  deftroy,  that 
never  (hall  enter  into  h >s  rdf  ;  for  there  is  a  great  gidph 
fixed,  that  the  wicked  cannot  be  made  good,  nor  enjoy 
good  ;  neither  can  that  which,  is  good,  be  changed  to  that 
which  is  evil;  for  whit  concord  hath  Chrifl  with  Belial, 
or  what  part  hath  he  that  faelieveth  with  an  infidel ; 
therefore  it  io  faid  Pfi.  1.  22,—  Now  coafider  this,  ye 


shat  forget  God,  led  I  tttt  you  in  pieces  and  then  M 
isone  to  deliver. 

This  wan  the  cafe  of  our  firft  parent! ,  they  forgot 
God,  for  which  caufe,  he  lent  them  ftrong  dclufions  to 
believe  a  lie,  that  they  all  might  be  damned,  who  believe? 
not  the  truth,  but  had  piealurc  in  unrightcouinels.  rI  hus 
thev  and  all  their  progeny  were  included  under  fin,  and 
damned,  which  !  think  is  plainly  n  cl  r ' 

being  drawn  away  with  their  own  luft  and  enticed,  to 
look  on  their  fading  vanities  and  falilv  called  their  beft 
good,  which  are  of  this  world,  and  muft  perifii,  till  they 
were  transformed  in  their  minds,  and  were  in  bondage 
under  the  dements  of  this  world,  and  becoming  the  fer- 
vents  of  fin  and  fatan  5  in  this  fenfe  they  were  children 
of  wrath  and  heirs  of  hell  $  and  thus  being  3rd  captive 
by  their  lufts,  they  were  the  fubjedts  of  the  king  of  Bab¬ 
ylon  to  whom  they  had  given  their  kingdom,  who  had 
the  full  power  to  chufe  their  theology,  and  the  time,  and 
place,  and  the  manner  of  their  worfhip,  and  the  penalty 
of  not  obeying  his  commands,  and  worfh-ping  his  Gods, 
which  is  death  5  which  is  fully  fee  forth  in  Dan.  Hi.  a  forf¬ 
eited. 

So  they  being  deceived,  wandering  after  the  feeaft, be¬ 
holding  his  glory,  and  pretended  power  and  authority, 
faying  who  is  like  unto  the  beaft  ?  Who  is  able  to  make 
war  with  him  ? — Rev.  xiii.  4.  That  through  arrcgancy 
and  pride,  fay  with  Lucifer,  I  will  afeend  above  th@ 
heights  of  the  clouds,  I  will  belike  the  rnoft  high,— I  fa. 
■xiv.  14.  This  is  the  man  of  fin,  that  has  before  been 
mentioned,  that  fits  in  the  temple  of  God,  that  is  the 
heart  of  man,  that  exalteth  himlelf  above  all  that  is  cal¬ 
led  God,  and  demands  the  worfhip  and  honour  that  is 
only  due  to  God,  our  faviour  Jefus  (Thrift,  this  is  my  fie¬ 
ry  Babylon,  the  old  ferpent,  the  devil  and  fatan,  the 
beaft  and  dragon,  the  falle  prophet,  &c.  (as  metaphors.) 

So  Babylon  politick  being  of  the  fame  confutation 
and  principle,  it  promifes  to  maintain  and  defend  the 
fame  by  the  arm  of  fiefh  and  carnal  weapons,  by  wars 
and  fighting  which  comes  of  their  lufts  \  and  is  the  wide 

gate,  and  the  broad  road  that  leads  to  deftrudlion,  and 
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i&zttftmre  fee  (orsll)  that  go  in  th?reat,for  all  have  i!n« 
15  ec*  and  come  fhort  of  the  glory  of  God  ;  who  are  drunk 
vnta  i'he  wine  of  the  cup  of  the  great  whore, that  has  lo 
ftupified  their  minds,  they  a^e  loft  in  the',r  underftand* 
lnS8' tflat  l^y  nd  not  what  they  do,  nor  when  good  com- 
;  ihefc  are  the  wicked  that  have  no  reft,  but  like  the 
troubled  fea  caft  up  mire  and  dirt,  that  have  no  peace. 

i  hertiore  they  sire  in  bondage,  ;n  pnlon5  in  captivity^ 
and  have  diged  deep  into  hell,  fieepirigin  their  fins,  and 
in  the  graves  of- their  tranfgreffions,  rejoicing  in  their 
Wickeoneft,-  wnich  is  but  for  a  moment,  having  fiain  th 

i  j: _ _  l  /  .  ^  ® 
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lainis,  concluding  they  have  got  the  vidiory,  they  hav¬ 
ing  overcome  and  killed  the  faints,  and  their  dead  bo¬ 
dies  lloall  lit  in  the  ftreet  of  the  great  city,  which  fpiruu- 
sdy  is  called  Sodom  and  Egypt,  where  alio  our"  Lord 
was  crucified. 

i  underftand  this  to  be  the  denying  of  Chrift  in  hia 
members,  the  fame  as  the  crucifing  Chrift  in  perfon  * 
thus  the  two  olive  trees  and  the  two  candlcfticfes  iland- 
ing  before  the  God  of  the  earth,  are  laid  to  be  overcome 
£rui  killed,  (or  in  iiience)  in  the  time  of  the  beaft’s  reign  5 
and  they  of  the  people,  and  kindreds,  and  tongues,  and 
nations,  (hall  fee  their  dead  bodies  three  days  and  am 

half,  and  fhali  not  fuffer  their  dead  bodies  to  be  put  in¬ 
fo  graves. 

.And  they  that  dwell  upon  the  earth  fhal!  rejoice  over 
them,  and  make  them  merry,  and  fhali  lends  gifts  one 
to  another,  becaule  theft*  two  prophets  tormented  them 
that  dwelt  on  the  earth. 

Thefe  two  prophets  is  the  reftimony  of  truth,.  jufticfp 
love,  peace,  &c.  for  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  is  the  fpiric 
ef  prophecy, — Rev.  xix.  io,  laft  part.  Thefe  princes 
feframed  talking  in  the  minds  of  them  that  dwell  on 
earth,  by  which  they  were  tormented,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  dragons  war  in  the  firft  age  of  the  world,  until 
they  did  by  wandering  after  the  beaft  and  his  image,  and 
beholding  the  miracles  he  wrought  before  them,  by 
Vvhich  they  were  deceived  ;  for  he  appeared  to  them  as  an 
angel  of  light  ;  therefore  it  is  no  great  thing  if  his  min- 
ifters  alfo  be  transformed  as  the  minifter  of  rightcoufk 
w  nds, 


1 
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whofc  end  fhall  be  according  to  thtir  works,  & 
Cor.  xu  15. 

Thcfe  are  the  teachers  of  lies,  that  they  that  dwell  on 
earth  believed,  by  which  means  they  honed  as  with  a 
cart  rope,  adding  drunkennds  to  thirft,  'till  they  had  by 
the  carnal  msnd,  the  law  of  enmity,  rejected  God  and  his 
eternal  power  and  Godhead,  and  every  appearance  of 
good,  whereby  he  makes  himfelf  known.  So  they  are 
become  to  every  good  work  reprobate,  thus  having  no 
band  in  their  death  ;  they  confer  the  honor,  dignity  and 
praife,  that  is  due  to  God,  to  their  idol  Gods. 

Then  by  and  under  this  falfe  defpotical  power  of 
darknds,  they  went  on  to  work  out,  and  eftablilh  a 
righteoufnefs  of  their  own,  on  which  they  depended  for 
iuftification  and  eternal  life,*and  all  national  privileges, 
&c.  they  having  the  mark  of  the  bead.  1.  his  makes 
them  fay  in  thesr  hearts,  I  fit  as  a  queen,  and  am  no 
widow,  and  (hall  fee  no  forrow*  Which  prompts  them 
to  rejoice  with  fcorn  and  envy  over  Chrift,  and  all  God’s 
captivated  Zion,  that  the  dragon  had  (lain,  and  being 
merry  lent  gifts  one  to  another,  bccaufeof  the  two  pro¬ 


phets. 

We  fee  the  fame  viperous  fpint  in  Luke  xxiii.  35 


And  the  people  ftood  beholding,  and  the  rulers  alfo  with 
them,  derided  him,  laying  he  laved  others,  let  him  lave 
himfelf,  if  he  be  the  Chrift,  the  cholen  of  God.  Fla, 


xxfi.  13,— -They  gaped  upon  me  with  their  mouther  a 
raving  and  roaring  lion.  The  fame  in  a  typical  fenfc, 
fee  Judges  xvi.  24,  25, —And  when  the  people  faw  1  urn 
they  p railed  their  God  :  for  they  laid,  our  umd  hath  de¬ 
livered  into  our  hands  our  enemy,  &  the  deftroyer  of  our 


country  which  (lew  many  of  us.  (  I  his  made  them  merry. ) 
And  it  came  to  pafs  when  their  hearts  were  merry,  that! 
they  laid,  call  for  Samfon,  that  he  may  make  us  fporc* 
and  they  called  for  Samfon  out  of  the  prifon-houie,  and 


Thus  they  went  on  blindfold  in  their  ignorance,  nor. 


Goa  and  tlvc  Lamb,  and  his  tabernacle,  and  them  that 
dwelt  in  heaven,  this  is  the  bead,  the  falfe  prophet,  the 
man  of  fin,  the  ion  of  perdition,  the  adverfary,  that  have 
blafpitcrned  againfl  the  holy  ghoft,  and  hath  never  for- 
givendgjbut  is  in  danger  of  eternal  damnation, 

wai  the  condition  our  fir  ft  parents  had  fallen  in- 
to,  .by  being  drawn  away  by  their  own  lofts  and  indeed, 
^n'fcn  brought  forth  fin,  and  fin  being  finifhed  brought 
forth  death,  and  hell  followed.  So  that  in  this  prac- 
tifo  and  character,  they  became  enemies  to  God,  bv 
wicked  works  in  their  minds,  for  this  reafon  they  hated 
the  light,  becaufe  their  deeds  were  evifo  this  naturally 
ltd  tnem  to  cover  tneir  tranfgreflions,,  by  their  own; 
right  eoufncfc,  and  hid  their  iniquities  in  the  bofom  of 
falfe  hopes,  which  is  the  effeds  of  their  miraculous  ex¬ 


periences,  which  they  believe  to  be  wrought  in  them  by 
tne  power  of  their  Gods  ;  lee  Job  xxxi,  33, — -If  I  have 
covered  my  tranfgreffions  as  Adam,  by  hiding  my  ini¬ 
quity  in  my  bofom.  See  alfo  Pfa.  xxii.  13.  job  ***. 

10,  09.  Jcr.  ix.  3,  job  xxL  14,  15.  Pfa.  xi.  a. 

Thus  they  go  on,  covering  themfelves  but  not  with 
God’s  fpirit,  but  have  made  hes  their  refuge,  therefore 
they  fay  unto  God5  Depart  from  us,  for  we  defire  not  the 
knowledge  of  thy  ways,  what  is  the  Almighty  that  we 
foould  ferve  him,  and  what  profit  fnould  we  have  if  we 
pray  unto  him  $  and  as  al!  their  priefts  teach  lies,  and 
there  fhad  belike  people  lace  priefL  Thus  if  wc  fhould 
trace  the  icriptures  through, wc  find  the  defeription  of  this 
generation  of  vipers  to  be  a  fdfifh,  covetous,  proud* 
blood-thirfty  fed  of  hypocrites,  both  in  church  and  (late* 
their  pradife  in  their  religious  fervices  fiiow  it;  for  al- 
tho?  they  worfhipidol  Gods,  and  hate  and  rejed  the  true 
God,  yet  as  to  the  modes  of  worlhi-p,  and  names  of  de¬ 
nomination,  names  by  which  they  are  called,  there  is 
divifionsand  fub-divifions  in  plenty,  each  fed  fays  I 
am  right  and  you  are  wrong,  therefore  I  am  more  holy 
than  thou,  ftand  ye  by.  Here  they  have-  made  them- 
felves  a  rule  to  meafure  others  by,  and  if  they  equal  with 
them  in  principle  and  experiences,  they  will  receive 
fchem  into  their  communion,  but  if  not,  they  rejed  thrm9 


for 


for  they  have  weighed  them  m  their  fcalc,  and  meafured 
them  by  themfelves,  and  they  are  wanting,  therefore 
they  (land  in  doubt  of  them. — For  fay  they,  when 

our  eyes  were  opened,  and  we  faw  we  were  naked,  be¬ 
cause  we  had  difobeyed  the  Lord  and  fell  from  our  firft 
eftate,  and  left  our  own  habitation,  God  appeared  to  be 
angry  with  us  and  hate  us,  by  which  we  were  expofed  to 
eternal  ruin,  this  engaged  us  to  feek  ouc  many  inven¬ 
tions;  fo  that  by  the  help  of  the  crafts  men,  and  the 
teaching  of  the  prophets,  that  revealed  to  us  the  way  of 
life,  and  by  our  faith,  repentance  and  reformation,  and 
our  hearty  praying  for  pardon  of  our  fins,  and  coming  up 
Co  ali  the  ordinances,  and  fincerely  performing  every 
good  work,  and  the  pried:  offering  facrifices  on  our  al¬ 
ter  to  God  for  us,  and  the  fpirit  of  our  God  fanetitying 
us  throughout  foul,  fpirit  and  body  ;  ana  tnus  being 
converted  and  born  again,  we  love  God  with  all  our 
hearts,  and  our  neighbour  as  ourfelves  ;  on  thefe  two 
commandments  hangs  ail  the  law  and  the  prophets. 

This  good  work  being  wrought  in  us,  by  the  mighty 
power  of  our  Gods,  in  which  pra&iie  we  hope  and  de¬ 
fine  to  perfevere  in,  to  the  end  of  our  lives,  that  we 
might  be  faved  ;  thus  being  made  holy  and  righteous, 
we  believe  God  loves  us  and  hath  chofen  us,  bccaule 
we  love  and  have  chofen  him,  therefore  we  are  animated 
with  great  joy  and  confidence  to  fing  praises  to  our  God, 
who  hath  healed  us,  and  hath  given  us  this  miraculous 
viftory  and  freedom  of  mind,  that  So  long  as  we  enjoy  ir, 
we  feel  happy  ;  but  if  we  lay  down  our  watch  and  grow 
dull  in  our  devotion  and  negledf  our  duty,  our  fears 
gnfe  again  and  we  lofe  our  evidences  or  Salvation,  and 
we  tremble  for  fear,  ’till  by  faffing  and  prayer  we  bow 
down  our  head  as  a  bulrush,  and  afflict  our  foui  and 
fpread  fackcloth  and  afhes  under  us,  that  wun  a  Sad 
countenance  we  may  appear  unto  men  to  faft,  and  make 
our  voices  to  be  heard  on  high,  by  thefe  means  our  paf- 
fiorjs  are  agitated  and  weexadt  all  our  labour,  and  out" 
ftrength  is  firm,  and  our  horn  is  Strong  ;  fo  by  the  mer¬ 
cies  of  our  Gods,  and  the  promiles  made  for  and  given 

to  us  in  our  creed*  we  are  enabled  again  to  lay  hold  on 
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tnuchftr  no.h  t.h,IS  cxPcnencp  w<*  have  pained 

^'  j!  ,  and  C°n;Kknce  in  the  faith  that  we  are 

f.®  ’  and  allotner  (efts  are  wrong,  therefore  it  is  for 

nW*7nd  fight  againft  and  herein  we 

L:SS  cC,i;  iht;:hn  "* 

t-pu-  *  L  3  rnrougn,  k  mail  not  come  unto  us. 
inul  believe  to  he  in  fome  meafure,  the  princi'nlc 
an  pra  tife  of  mankind,  when  they  .have  reietffed  God 
and  ms  counlei,  and  being  given  up  to  their"  own  lofts 
wahe  in  their  own  counkl  that  is  wicked,  (o  their 
ei  fin  ^  fflre  abominati°n  unto  the  Lord,  and  their  pray- 

of  ^nldndf6  myfteryL°f  in.iquity  Prevail  in  thc  minds 

r.  ”,  "d  ,n  ^  metaphor,  the  waters  where  the  whore 
fon-ues!  PC°P  e*  and  mu,mudfs>  and  and 

fee  pio’J  t^Wickedr!S  driven  away  in  his  wickednefs; 
Le  J  iov.  xtv.  j2.  Dan.  tv.  31.  Luke  xii.  20.  But  the 

rtgriteous  hath  hope  m  his  death.  This  righteous  is 

C  who  did  bear  the  iniquities  of  us  all.-andwasdriv- 

rn  away  to  rafte  death  for  every  man,  to  deliver  them 

..om  death,  he  being  the  perfect  and  upright  man  whole 

wickXft  PC3CC  C°  311  maDkind’  lh8t  t!lc  ‘wicked  and 

ie  v  8  VV2S  m9re  ,n  heaven •  See  pfa-  37’ 

Now  as  ail  die  people  in  the  world  univerfally  have 
Rgrceo,  and  cqolen  thrmfelvts  one  univerfal  king  over 

them  all,  this  king  is  ftiled  the  prince  of  the  power  of 
the  air,  rne  lpirtt  that  now  worketh  in  (he  children  of  eftf- 
obedience.  Lphe.  ti.  2,  3.  2  Cor.  iv.  3>  4.  Thefe  be- 

2!  r>Rf  Sc''r’  ftar,ng  thelr  con verfat  ;on  in  the  lofts  of 
■  nt  .ii,  fulfilling  rliedefircs  of  the  flefh  and  of  themmd 

,7  naC7C  Ch,ldr7‘  °J  wrath  ;  rhe  ftoi> 1  being  hid  from 
them  they  are  loft,  for  the  God  of  this  world  hath  blind- 

e  l  tnc  nds  oi  r hern  that  believe  nor.  So  they  as  one 

*rcc  !°  cn,c,fy  Chrift  and  perlecute  them  that  are  born 
a. ter  the  tpint,  yet  as  they  become  populous  they  differ 
jmongit  menwelves  who  (hall  be  greateft,  for  ie  hin.pof- 

■  e  laV7°  '0uld  Walk  t08«her  in  this  broad  'way 
*nj  qp:  differ,  for  it  leads  to  dcftruflipn  i  by  tj,j8  juft. 

Iul5 


lul,  felfifii  difp^finon,  they  become  hateful,  hating  ont 
another.  As  I  faid  before,  they  went  into  divifions  and 
fubdivifions,  each  divifion  hath  &  theology  of  their  own, 
different  from  the  reft,  as  to  their  modes  and  ways  of  wor¬ 
ship,  but  all  of  one  fpiric  2nd  defign,  and  all  chafe  earth¬ 
ly  kings  and  laws  of  their  own  conflitudon  ;  l'o  each  di- 
vifion  or  party  becomes  a  viuble  kingdom,  thefe  arc 
called  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  being  divided  cannot 
ftan.d,  and  now  according  to  their  cities  fo  are  their  Gods, 
and  this  is  the  cry  through  the  whole,  this  is  mine,  and 


that  is  thine. 

This  made  a  univ.erfal  war  in  all  nations,  and  now 
they  begin  to  build  prifons  and  contrive  inftruments  of 
cruelty  and  death,  not  confidering  that  they  that  lead 
into  captivity  fhall  go  into  captivity,  and  they  that  take 
the  fword  fhall  peri  ill  with  the  f word.  Thus  their  reli¬ 
gious  principles  and  the  conftitution  of  their  national  law* 
are  of  one  fpirit,  that  when  they  kill  you  they  think  they 
do  God  fervice  \  thus  they  zealoufly  put  their  tyranni¬ 
cal,  curled  laws  into  profecution,  by  hanging, whipping, 
fa  wing  akinder,  imprifoning,  and  every  thing  that  is 
cruel,  without  any  regard  to  humanity,  any  further  than 
ro  ferve  their  own  turn.  This  being  their  religious 
principle  is  now  defended  and  upheld  by  the  laws  of 
their  nation,  fo  that  this  contentious,  felfifh,  envious 
dsfpoficien  has  affected  every  family  in  every  divifion 
through  the  whole  world*  that  a  man's  foes  fhall  be 
they  of  his  own  houfehold,  that  mutual  love  and  unity 
in  families  are  forgotten,  and  every  brother  will  fupplant* 
thus  being  led  captive  to  the  law  of  fin  and  death,  they 
have  fallen  into  hell  and  evcrlafting  d'eftrudtion.  Here 
I  think  the  fecond  difpenfation  ended,  and  now  the 
third  difpenfation  takes  place  by  the  voice  of  Chrift. 

Thus  as  l  have  let  forth  fo  far  the  origin,  pedigree, 
and  nativity  of  that  evil  rnonfter  fin,  its  nature,  and 
travel  in  the  world,  how  it  hath  deftroyed  the  peace  and 
happjneis  ofall  mankind,  and  plunged  them  into  a  ftate 
of  death  and  misery,  out  of  which  they  cannot  deliver 
fhemfdveg,  having  no  ftrength. 

1  fhall  endeavor  ifl  the  next  place  to  ihow  how  they 
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are  extricated  from  this  ftate  of  death  and  mifery,  by 
sacir  furety  and  redeemer  Jefus  Chrift,  the  faviour  of  the 
world,  who  came  to  feek  and  to  fave  that  which  was  loft, 
and  call  Tinners  to  repentance  ;  this  brings  me  to  con- 
fider  the  condition  of  the  firffc  generation  further. 


Genesis  Hi .  3,  9. 


And  they  veard  the  voice  of  the  Lord  God  walking  iu 
the  garden  in  the  cool  of  the  day  ;  and  Adam  and  his  wije 
bid  them] 'elves  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  God  amongli 
the  trees  of  the  garden . 

And  the  Lord  God  called  unto  Adam  and  faid  unto  him ^ 
where  art  thou . 


Although  we  have  but  a  fliorc  account  of  the  travel 
the  hrft  generation,  and  GodY  dealing  with,  and  to¬ 
wards  tnem,  yet  I  think  it  is  fo  compreherifive  that  it 
doth  pre-figurate  in  kind  the  travel  of  all  the  generations 
of  men,  and  God’s  dealing  with  and  towards  them,  to  the 
end  of  time  5  thus  the  impartial  parent  of  the  univerle, 
who  hath  made  of  one  blood  ail  the  nations  of  men,  for 
to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  hath  determi¬ 
ned  the  times  before  appointed  and  the  bounds  of  iheir 
habitation;  who  hath  wrought  and  done  it,  calling  the 
generations  from  the  beginning,  I  the  Lord  the  firft, 
and  with  the  lad,  I  am  he.  See  Adis  xvii.  26,  I  fa*  xi$m 
4.  Rev,  i.  17,  1 3. 

Mow  the  voice  of  the  Lord  God,  that  they  heard  wal¬ 
king  in  the  garden,  was  a  token  of  his  love  and  faith- 
fulneis  to  his  people,  that  had  rebelled  againft  him  and 
was  loft,  whom  Chrift  came  to  leek  and  fave  ;  this 
proves  that  God’s  love  and  union  was  the  fame  now,  to 
and  with  the  children  of  men,  as  it  v/as  before  they  fin¬ 
ned,  for  their  life  was  hid  with  Chrift  in  God,  for  God 
was  not  unreconciled  to  man,  but  man  became  unrecon¬ 
ciled  to  God,  by  wicked  works  in  their  minds.  So  as 
they  flood  in  this  wicked  character,  this  voice  was  to 
them  in  the  cool  of  the  day,  as  a  whirlwind, — fee  Job 
xxxviii,  1 ,  2  ;  which  was  to  reprove  them  for  their  abom¬ 
inations. 

Now 
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New  the  two  wkneffes  truth  and  righteoufnefs  which 
Is  the  fpirit  of  life  from  God  entered  into  them,  and  they 
flood  upon  their  feet,  and  great  fear  fell  upon  them 
which  faw  them,— Rev.  xi.  ii.  See  Matt,  xxviii.  2, 
3,  4.  Rev.  xi.  13.  Pfa .  Ixviii.  7,  8.  Exod.  xix.  16* 
Gal.  iv.  25.  Afts  /.  10.  Gen.  xviii.  2.  However  fur- 
prifing  this  voice  may  be  to  the  bewildered  captivated 
mind  of  the  children  of  men,  it  is  the  voice  of  love  and 
pity  ;  fee  Amos  ix.  to  which  all  the  prophets  and  apoft- 
les  agree,  that  it  is  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  to  convince  the 
world  of  fin,  righteoufnefs  and  judgment  to  come,  &c« 
As  this  is  the  firft  book  that  was  opened  it  is  the  law, 
for  by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  (in,  that  the  firft  an¬ 
gel  founded  :  Rev.  xx.  12.  Rev.  vm.  2.  Ifa.  Iviii.  1* 
Pfa.  Ixxviii.  38. 

This  terrible  voice  made  the  finner  call  to  the  rocks 
and  the  mountains  to  fall  on  them,  and  hide  them  from 
him  that  fits  on  the  throne,  and  from  the  face  of  the 
Lamb,  and  when  they  were  in  this  condemned  condition* 
the  Lord  God  called  unto  Adam,  and  faid  unto  him* 
where  art  thou  ;  this  call  was  io  powerful  that  Adam 
could  no  longer  hide  himfelf  from  God’s  prtfence,  but 
came  forth  with  this  confeffion. 

Verse  10. 

And  be  faid ,  I  heard  tby  voice  in  the  garden ,  and  1 
was  afraid ,  becaufe  I  was  naked  :  and  I  hid  my f elf . 

Nov/  Adam  was  condemned  in  his  own  heart  ;  1 
John  Hi.  20.  Rom.  ii.  15.  1  johnx?.  18. 

Verse  ii. 

And  he  faidy  who  told  thee  that  thou  wajl  naked?  Haft 
thou  eaten  of  the  tree  whereof  1  commanded  thee ,  that  then 
Jhoulded  not  eat. 

This  heart  fearching  queftion  feemed  to  put  Adam 
into  a  confufion,  how  he  fhould  anfwer. 

Verse  i  2. 

And  the  man faid>  the  woman  whom  thou  gaveH  to  he 
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$)&  6f  the  tree,  &%d  1  did  e&i\ 

%  Now  as  Adam  was  the  progenitor  of  all  men,  fo  by 
his  offence  all  became  Tinners,  as  they  included  in  him, 
were  in  paffivity  ;  he  was  the  confeioiffneis  of  the  whole* 
So  God's  call  to  Adam  in  this  fenfe,  was  his  call  to  all 


men  ,  Prov,  viii.  4,— Unto  you  O  men  1  call,  and  my 


voice  is  to  the  Tons  of  man  ;  Pfa.  xlix.  1,  a.  And  as  m 
jer.  xvii.  10, —And  I  the  Lord  fearch  the  heart,  I  try 
the  reins,  even  to  give  to  every  man  according  to  h is 
*ays,  and  according  to  the  fruit  of  his  doing.  So  God 
fearched  the  heart  and  tried  the  reins  of  the  lirft  gener¬ 
ation,  and  they  were  all  fummoned  to  arife  and  come  to 
judgment ;  for  the  judgment  is  now  let  in  the  heart, 
and  confidence  of  man,  where  Chrift  fus  to  fettle  ail  the 
affairs  of  his  father’s  kingdom. 

C)  ' 

Thus  the  ipirit  of  the  Lord  fcarches  all  hearts  and 
minds  of  men,  and  jerufaiem  with  candles,  and  punifh 
the  men  that  arc  fettled  on  their  lees ;  fee  1  Chron.  xxviii. 
5-  Zeph.  /.  12.  Obadiah  /.  from  1  to  9.  1  Cor.  ?i.  10. 
Prov.  xx.  27.  This  difeovers  to  the  undemanding  of 
the  firmer,  that  he  is  in  a  dangerous  condition,  and  as 
light  and  truth  condemn  the  felf-righteous  pharifaical 
way  of  worfbip,  and  deftroys  their  idol  Gods,  it  makes 
the  falfe  prophet  mad,  and  the  nations  are  angry.  Now 
ss  Adam  was  the  reprefentative  of  all  men,  fo  the  fin  of 
#11  men  was  in  him  and  manifefted  by  his  praftke,  which 
1  think  appeared  by  his  anfwer  to  God,  faying  by  way 
of  reflecting  on  him,  The  woman  whom  thou  gaveft  to 
be  with  me,  fhe  gave  me  of  the  tree  and  I  did  eat.  Here 
in  the  firft  place,  finding  himlelf  undone,  and  feeing  no 
way  to  fave  himfelf,  he  fecks  to  excufe  himfelf,  by  ialfly 
accufing  his  God  of  being  the  means  of  his  fail,  thus,  If 
ihou  had  not  given  me  the  wonnn  to  be  with  me,  in  my 
bofom,  in  the  neareft  affinity,  whom  1  loved  as  myfeif, 

I  ffiould  not  have  cat  of  the  tree  3  as  in  Job  xxxi.  33,— 
If  I  covered  my  tranlgreffion  z.%  Adam,  by  hiding  my 
iniquity  in  my  bofom. 

And  then  fecondly,  the  accufer  of  brethren  appears  in 
this,  She  gave  me  or  the  tree  and  1  did  eat,  altho’  he  con- 
kikh  he  did  fm  3  yet  he  fought  to  lay  the  blame  to  God, 

and 
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«nd  his  wife  ;  Prov.  xix.  3, — The  foolifhnds  of  mari 
pervertcth  his  way,  and  his  heart  frecteth  againft  the 
Lord. 

Alcho’  Adam  was  not  deceived,  but  the  woman  being 
deceived  was  in  the  tranfgreflion  ;  1  Tim.  tL  14.  Now 
if  Adam  had  been  deceived  and  in  the  tranfgreffion,  he 
could  not  been  a  figure  of  Chrift,for  Chrift  was  notde- 
reived, but  rbe  Church  was  $  &  as  Adam  was  in  a  marriage 
union  with  the  woman,  (he  being  of  him  they  were  one,& 
he  her  head  and  furety ;  fo  that  all  her  debts,  guilt  and 
tranfgrefiions  fell  on  him,  for  he  took  the  fruit  of  her* 

So  Chnfi  being  in  a  marriage  union  with  the  church,  file 
being  ot  him,  they  are  one,  the  churches  head  and  furety, 
fo  alfher  debts  and  guilt  fell  on  hitjn,  and  the  Lord  hath 
laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all. 

Versb  13. 

And  the  Lord  God / aid  unto  the  woman,  what  is  this 
that  thou  haft  done  ;  and  the  woman  /aid,  the  ferpent  be** 
guiled  me  and  1  did  eat. 

The  Lord  God  did  not  cal!  unto  the  woman  where  art 
thou,  as  he  did  to  Adam,  but  he  demanded  of  her  what 
fhe  had  done,  fine  being  a  figure  of  the  church  and  ihe 
mother  of  all  living  ;  the  as  a  true  penitent,  without  any 
excufe  con fe fifes  the  fad,  and  laid  the  ferpent  beguiled 
me,  and  I  did  eat,  1  was  tempted  and  drawn  away  of  my 
own  1  u ft  and  indeed  i  then  when  luft  conceived  it  brought 
‘  forth  fin,  and  fin  when  it  was  finiined  brought  forth 
death  ;  this  zCt  of  mine  ruined  all  mankind,  it  being  the 
firfi  born  of  death,  it  brought  death  upon  all,  and  now  I 
.  ftand  juftly  condemned  and  cannot  anfwer  juftice  one 
word  :  now  the  judgment  being  fet,  and  wickedflds  was 
there,  and  as  it  was  a  place  of  righteoufnels,  iniquity 
was  there,  and  God  fhall  judge  the  righteous  and  the 
wicked,  for  there  is  a  time  there  for  every  purpofe,  end 
for  every  work,  for  God  fhaJl  bring  every  work  into 
judgment,  with  every  fee  ret  thing,  whether  it  be  good  or 
whether  it  be  evil.  Eccle.  xii.  14.  Matt.  xii.  33  to  38. 

3  Cor.  vo.  5.  Rom.  ii.  i6„  A6h  xvii.  3,  31. 

Mark*  akho'  the  woman  was  deceived  and  in  t he 
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tranfgrefTion  in  the  firfl  place,  which  the  man  was  not  by 
fidtibnf,  yet  they  being  one  in  conflitution  and  natural 
union,  it  was  impoffible  but  that  he  fhouid  take  of  the 
lame  fruit  of  her  that  fhe  eat,  for  God  created  them  male 
©n  J  female,  and  blefTed  them,  and  called  their  name 
Adam,  in  the  day  they  were  created.  Now  they  being 
one,  they  were  equally  under  the  law,  and  under  the 
curie,  but  as  Adam  was  the  head,  .and  furctv,  and  repre- 
ienutive,  the  debt  of  the  whole  fell  on  him,  as  it  is  (aid 
by  one  man  fin  entered  into  th$  world  and  fo  death  paf- 
dec!  upon  ail  men,  for  that  all  have  finned. 

Now  we  know  thac  what  things  foever  the  law  faith, 
it  faith  to  them  that  are  under  the  law,  that  every  mouth 
may  be  flopped,  and  ail  the  world  may  become  guiity 
before  God,  fork)  the  Apoftle  reckons  it  ;  fhovring  thac 
the  profefliBg  Jews,  and  the  heathen  unbelieving  Gen¬ 
tiles  to  be  but  one  family,  and  are  called  all  the  world 
that  become  guilty  before  God,  as  he  faid,  What  then 
are  we  better  than  they  ?  No  in  no  wife,  for  we  have  be¬ 
fore  proved  both  jews  and  Gentiles  that  they  are  all  un¬ 
der  fin.  So  the  creature  man  was  made  fubjedl  to  van¬ 
ity  and  bondage,  in  that  he  was  a  partaker  of  flefh  and 
blood,  for  flefh  and  blood  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
God, — fee  Gen.  v.  2.  Rom.  v.  ia.  Rom.  Hi.  19. 
Rom.  Hi.  9.  Rom.  viii.  20.  Heb.  it.  14.  1  Cor.  xv. 
5°‘ 

So  that  living  after  the  flefh  (hall  die,  and  being  its 
the  flefh  cannot  pleafeGod.  Now  in  this  wicked  prac- 
tife  and  charafter  God  faid,  Ye  are  not  my  people,  and  I 
will  not  be  your  God. — As  Paul  lays,  If  we  deny  him, 
he  aifo  will  deny  us.  But  as  it  was  neceflary  that  the 
rnan  of  fin  fhouid  be  revealed  before  the  coming  of 
Chrift  to  his  temple,  that  the  feripture  might  be  fulfilled*, 
that  thus  it  muff  be. 

Again  ;  I  confider  that  it  was  the  fame  people,  that 
was  denied  and  difowned  of  God,  becaufe  of  wicked 
works,  as  above  faid,  that  are  laved  according  to  the 
purpofe  of  God,  and  grace  given  to  them  in  Chrift  Je¬ 
hus  before  the  world  began,  of  whom  it  is  faid,  And  it 
fhall  come  to  pals  in  the  lame  place  where  it  was  faid  un- 
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to  them,  ye  are  not  my  people,  there  ;t  fhall  be  faid  un¬ 
to  them,  ye  arc  the  Tons  of  the  living  God  ;  if  we  believe 
not,  yet  he  abideth  faithful,  he  cannot  deny  himfelf.  So 
that  man’s  firi  and  unbelief  did  not  break  God  s  eternal 
union  with  man,  which  was  purpofed  and  ordered  in  the 
covenant  of  God’s  peace  and  fure  j  in  this  covenant  Ad¬ 
am  is  called  the  fon  of  God,  an  heir  of  God,  and  a  joint 
heir  with  Chrift  ;  fo  being  God’s  peculiar  treafure,  he 
will  not  lofe  one  of  them  ;  in  this  charader  he  never  was 
neither  could  he  be  unreconciled  to  them,  but  in  th@ 
charader  that  they  (land  in,  by  wicked  works,  fulfilling 
the  lull  of  the  flsfh  and  of  the  carnal  mind  ;  this  man 
was  an  enemy  to,  and  at  enmity  with  God,  therefore 
God  will  not,  nor  cannot  be  reconciled  to  them,  but  will 
deftroy  that  wicked  adverfary,  for  the  proof  of  which 
lee  2  Tim.  i.  9.  Hof./.  9.  to.  a  Tim.  it.  13*  ^ v * 

so.  2  Sam.  xxiii.  5*  Huke  tit.  3^*  R-oncl*  viii.  17. 
PU.  cxxxv.  4.  Rom.  viii.  y>  8.  Heb.  x.  27* 

I  underftand  this  to  be  the  condition  of  the  unconvert¬ 
ed,  whom  Chrift  came  to  let  free,  from  the  bondage  they 

were  under  through  fear  of  death. 

Now  as  Chrift  was  the  antitype,  1  Cor.  xv.  45,~~~And 
fo  it  is  written,  the  fir  ft  man  Adam  was  made  a  living 
foul,  the  lad  Adam  was  made  a  quickning  (pint,  and  as 
has  been  faid,  being  in  a  Coi ritual  union  with  the  chil¬ 
dren,  that  did  partake  of  flelli  and  blood  ;  he  himiclt 
iikewife  took  part  of  the  fame,  &c.  being  born  of  a  wo¬ 
man  made  under  the  law,  to  reoeem  them  tnac  were  un¬ 
der  the  law,  that  we  might  receive  the  adoption  of  Tons* 
sod  being  our  furety  was  rmnifefted  in  the  fccond  dd- 
penfation  co  the  firft  generation  by  promile,  which  mull; 

be  fulfilled* 

Verss  14,  15* 

And  the  Lord  God  faid  unto  the  ferpent ,  becaufe  them 
haft  done  this  thou  art  curfed above  all  cattle^  and  above 
every  bead  of  the  fields  upon  thy  belly  j halt  then  and 
duji  (halt  then  eat  all  the  days  of  thy  life. 

And  I  will  put  enmity  between  thee  and  the  womans  avi 
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htwem  thy  reed  and  her  feed  it  Shall  bruife  thy  head ,  and 
Stjou  (halt  bruife  his  heal* 

Obicrve  here  that  the  Lord  God  die* not  enquire  of 
tjie  ferpenc,  where  art  thou,  or  what  is  this  that  thou 
Jattdone,  *s  he  did  to  his  two  children  that  he  loved, 
for  whom  there  was  expiation*  for  God  ordained  them  to 
eternal  life.  But  this  man  of  fin,  the  fan  of  perdition 
now  being  revealed,  firft  by  his  pradife  ;  fecondly  by 
evidence,  in  the  woman's  confeffion,  as  (he  did  appear 
bemre  the  judgment  ieat  of  thrift,  which  truth  and 
I’lgnceoulnefs  excepted.  This  adverfary,  whofe  comfti- 
tution  and  principle  is  to  deftroy  the  peace  of  focietv 
and  is  the  old  man  that  is  corrupt,  and  is  the  blafpherner 
againfl:  the  holy  ghoff,  that  never  jfhall  be  forgiven,  but 
is  in  danger  of  eternal  damnation,  who  is  ordained  to 
this  condemnation,  thus  being  rejected  is  nigh  unto 
turfing,  whofc  end  is  to  be  burned.  Therefore  the  Lord 
God  faid  unto  him,  Becaufe  thou  haft  done  this  thou  dri 
Cur  fed  above  all  cattle,  and  above  every  beaft  ;  upon  thy 
belly  fhak  thou  go,  as  a  conquered  enemy,  never  to  fee 
as  an  uncontrolled,  prince  in  my  temple  'again,  as  you 
ha/e  done  in  the  little  feafon,  finceyou  were  loafed  out 
bottomlefs  pit,  and  duiftfhalt  thou  cat  all  the  days 
04  lhy  wickednels  fhak  be  thy  food,  for  you  will 
eat  up  the  fins  of  my  people  as  men  eat  bread,  and  as  thy 
Le  is  limited,  there  fhaM  be  an  end  of  thee,  thy  name 
bioaed  out  from  under  heaven,  and  diflblvcd  for  ever  ; 
for  when  men  die  their  love,  and  their  hatred,  and  their 
envy  is  now  perifhed. 

In  the  next  place  the  Lord  God  manifefts  the  abfolute 
difference  there  is  between  the  lerpcnt  and  the  woman, 
and  their  feed  ;  that  is,  the  true  church  of  Chrjlt  that 
John  law,  Rev.  xxi.  2, — And  1  John  law  the  holy  city* 
new  Jerulalem,  coming  down  from  God  out  of  heaven, 
prepared  as  a  bride  for  her  hufh  tnd  $  prepared  before  flic 
came  into  this  earthy  tabernacle,  apd  the  ferpent’s  com¬ 
pany  ;  Rev.  xvii.  3,  4>  5>  ^  >  that  is  of  the  flefh,  that  the 
hand  or  the  Lord  formed,  and  alia  between  the  feed  of 
the  ferpent  and  the  feed  of  the  woman,  which  (hows 
their  origin*  he  that  fo weth  the  good  ked  is  the  fon  of 
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man,  thefe  are  the  children  of  the  kingdom,  hut  the  tares 
are  children  of  the  wicked  one,  a  generation  of  vipers, 
the  enemy  that  Towed  them  in  a  metaphor  is  the  devil, 
meaning  the  deceitful  loft  of  the  ftefh,  by  which  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  kingdom  are  brought  into  bondage,  as  under 
the  elements  of  this  world,  &c.  the  children  of  the  king¬ 
dom  are  born  after  the  fpirit,  whofe  fruits  are  unto  holi- 
mh  and  the  end  eternal  life.  But  the  children  of  the 
wicked  one  are  born  after  the  fiefh  and  muft  pe'rifh,  theic 
being  contrary  the  one  to  the  other,  the  Lord  laid, 
And  I  will  put  enmity  between  them,  that  the  divifion 
might  be  plain  in  the  minds  of  the  children  of  men. 

Now  as  the  firft  generation  and  all  mankind  included 
in  them,  had  corrupted  their  ways  before  God,  the 
whole  head  is  Tick,  and  the  whole  heart  faint,  none  that 
did  good  no  not  one,  all  as  criminals  at  the  bar,  condem¬ 
ned  by  law  and  juftice  according  to  the  two  witnefles, 
truth  and  righteoufnefs,  manifefted  in  the  firft  book. 
Rev.  xx.  12.  Rev.  viii.  2.  Ifa.  Iviti.  i. 

As  they  were  condemned  in  their  own  conferences, 
none  could  anfwer  a  word  ;  this  is  fimilar  to  the  war. 
Rev.  xii.  7,  8,  9, — And  there  was  war  in  heaven,  Mich¬ 
ael  and  his  angels  fought  againft  the  dragon,  and  the 
dragon  fought  and  his  angels,  and  prevailed  not  5  this 
war  began  in  the  fame  heaven,  the  heart  of  man  where 
the  dragon  began  his  war  with  the  faints,  when  the  ho¬ 
ly  city  was  given  to  the  Gentiles,  to  be  trodden  by  them 
under  foot  forty  and  two  months,  and  the  two  witnefies 
prophecied  a  thoufand  two  hundred  and  three  fcore  days 
cloathed  in  fackclorh.  This  vou  may  read  at  large. 
Rev.  xi.  at  the  beginning  \  2  ThefT.  ii.  4.  Rev.  xtiL 

3*  . 

Now  to  (peak  of  this  war  as  it  appears  in  every  partic¬ 
ular  would  be  too  lengthy,  here  therefore  to  be  brief,  I 
fhall  fay  thus,  that  as  the  iuft  of  the  fiefh  being  looked, 
had  power  to  intice  and  draw  away  the  mind  of  man 
from  every  thing  that  is  good  or  human,  fo  taking  full 
poffeuion  of  the  heart  and  all  its  faculties,  is  Raid  to  lit  in 
God’s  feat  and  temple,  and  for  a  little  feafon  reign  as 
fein gj,  the  effedh  of  which  is  before  mentioned.  This 


feeing  the  find  time  of  Zion’s  being  drawn  away  Into  cap¬ 
tivity, being  indeed  by  the  enemy’s  deceitful  luft,to  whom 
God  (aid,  Ifa.  Ivii.  ii, — And  of  whom  haft  thou  been 
afraid  or  feared,  that  thou  haft  lycd,  and  haft  nat  remem¬ 
bered  me,  nor  laid  it  to  thy  heart,  have  not  I  held  my 
peace  even  of  old,  and  thou  feareft  me  not.  See  Pfalm 
I.  16  to  the  end.  Ifa.  v.  15.  Jere.  xvii.  15.  Ifa.  lix.  13, 
24,  1 5.  Rev.  12 . 

Thus  in  this  condemned  defpairing  condition  did  all 
nations  fm all  and  great,  being  dead  in  fin  ;  fo  in  hell,  in 
(the  graves  of  their  iniquities,  in  the  duft  of  their  earthy 
minds  in  unbelief,  ftan  1  before  God,  and  to  receive  eve¬ 
ry  one  according  to  their  works,  whether  they  be  good 
°revil.  Now  by  the  revelation  of  truth  and  juftice* 
they  are  enlightened  in  their  undemanding,  and  their 
confcicnces  accufmg  them,  as  in  Ifa.  lix.  9,  10,  11,  12 ; 
their  fins  tefti fv  againft  them,  for  they  know  their  ini¬ 
quity.  Sec  Hofca.  v .  5, — And  the  pride  of  Ifracl  doth 
certify  to  his  face  :  therefore  fhill  Ifr&el  and  Ephraim 
fail  in  their  iniquity  ;  Judah  alfo  (hall  fall  with  them. 
They  areiadefoUte  placees  as  dsad  men,  (and  as  they 
Relieve  not  are  damned.) 

1  his  appeared  in  Cain  when  he  had  (lain  his  brother^ 

fir  ft  he  laid,  I  know  not,  am  I  my  brother’s  keeper* 
Here  he  feems  to  hide  hirnfdf  with  lies,  but  when  truth 
#nd  juftice  fpoke  home  to  his  confcience,  and  God  faid9 
What  haft  thou  done,  the  voice  of  thy  brother’s  blood 
*rieth  unto  me  from  the  ground.  Now  his  confidence 
is  rooted  out  of  his  tabernacle,  and  it  brought  him  to  the 
Icing  of  terrors.  And  the  firft  bornofdeath  fhall  devour 
his  ftrength, — Jib.  wm.  13,  14.  Ifa.  xiii.  19.  This 
made  Cain  cry  out,  having  a  fight  and  fenfe  of  fin,  my 
pumfhment  is  greater  than  I  can  bear  ;  fo  finding  him- 
felf  under  the  curfc  of  the  law,  gave  lentence  againft  him* 
frlf,  that  he  delervcd  death,  laid  God  had  driven  him  out 
from  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and  hid  him  in  darknefs* 
and  every  one  that  findeth  me  fliall  (lay  me,  and  feared 
the  wrath  to  come  ;  for  he  faw  no  falvation  for  him.  So 
by  the  book  of  the  law  and  the  found  of  the  firil  trumpet^ 
h  the  knowledge  of  fin. 


Now  this  is  the  condition  of  all  mankind,  for  Sod 
hath  concluded  them  all  in  unbelief,  that  he  might  hava 
mercy  upon  all  $  for  in  the  place  of  judgment  wicked- 
nefs  was  there,  which  is  the  heart  of  man,  which  God 
calls  his  holy  mountain,  his  houfe  of  prayer  for  ail  peo¬ 
ple  i  hut  is  now  made  a  den  cf  thieves,  and  unclean  and 
hateful  birds,  as  appears  by  what  prccecdeth  out  of  the 
heart,  as  evil'  thoughts,  murtheri,  adulterers,  &c.  by 
which  Zion  is  defiled  and  is  in  bondage. 

Now  as  the  war  in  heaven,  the  mind  or  heart  of  man* 
was  fought  by  Chrift  againft  the  dragon,  the  luft  of  the 
fiefh,  altho*  the  enemy  fought  he  prevailed  not  ;  but  the 
lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah  hath  prevailed,  by  his  power 
and  wifdom,  by  the  light  of  his  fpirit,  convincing  them 
of  their  iniquities  ;  fo  they  fee  their  covenant  and  agree¬ 
ment  with  death  and  hell  is~difannulled,  and  their  refu¬ 
ges  of  lies  are  fwept  away  $  fee  Ifa.  xxviii.  Therefore 
their  houfes  was  left  unto  them  defolate,  and  their  city's 
without  inhabitants,  and  all  their  fig-leaves  rightcouf- 
nefs  is  as  rottennefs  and  vanifhed  away,  like  Ephraim  s  3 
fo  myftical  Babylon  with  all  her  lelf-confidence,  2nd 
boafting  in  her  own  good  works,  is  now  of  no  value  in 
point  of  juftification  for  the  hope  of  the  hypocrite  (ball 
perifh,  and  their  idol  God*,  falfc  prophets  and  lying 
priefts,  and  all  the  falic  religious  principles,  and  the  al¬ 
tar  is  fallen  down. 

And  fo  was  Babylon  politick  and  its  tyrannical  defc 
potical  power  deftroyed,  with  all  their  wicked  pradli- 
fes,  as  has  been  fet  forth  in  their  travel  above,  for  the 
great  day  of  his  wrath  is  come,  and  who  (ball  be  able  to 
ftand,  for  as  all  have  finned,  fo  all  was  guilty,  and  every 
mouth  was  flopped  bcf©re  God,  that  there  was  no  inter- 
ccfifer  to  plead  the  caufe  cf  God's  people,  as  they  are  na¬ 
ked,  as  in  Ezck,xvi.  4, — And  as  for  thy  nativity  in  the 
day  thou  waft  born,  thv  navel  was  not  cut,  neither  waft 
thou  walhed  in  water,  &c.  This  is  God's  voice  to  Je- 
rufalem,  and  is  to  be  underftood  as  in  Jofh.  xxiv.  2,— 
And  Jofhua  faid  unto  all  the  people,  thus  laith  the  Lord 
God  oflfrael,  your  fathers  dwelt  on  the  other  fide  of  the 

Hood  mold  times,  even  Terah  the  father  of  Abraham  and 
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*nr  ,a;  !i;r  of  N Echor,  and  they  ferved  other  Gods,  Thi« 
J  believe  fignifies  the  time  of  Adam's  tranforeffion,  the 
nativity  or  tin,  which  effected  all  the  generation  of  men 
to  the  end' of -time,  all  in  did  refs  t  thus  when  they  wag 
[•abated  in  their  own  blood,  and  none  pitied  them,  and 
aU  tlKir  lovers  had;  forfaken  them,  and  did  feek’thrii 

,5s*  Now  mercy  and  peace  pleads  their  cafe,  for  in 
tne  place^of  righteoufnefs,  iniquity  was  there,  and  tha 
Lotd  will  j lodge  the  righteous  and  the  wicked. 

Therefore  the  Lord  faithjfa.  hiu  For  Zion’s  fake 
will  i  not  hold  my  peace,  and  for  Jerufalem's  fake  w-rlll 
not  reft,  untu  the  nghteoufnefs  thereof  go  forth  as  bright- 
nds,  and  the  falvation  thereof  as  a  lamp  that  burnetb* 
for  the  day  or  vengeance  is  in  mine  heart,  and  the  year 
of  my  redeemed  is  come  ;  and  I  looked  and  there  was 
none  to  help,  and  1  wondered  that /here  was  none  coup- 
hou]  :  therefore  mine  arm  brought  falvation  unto  me,-*— 
2nd  my  fury  it  upheld  me,  Ifa./*m.  5,  6.  In  I  fa.  W 
the  la  ft  part  of  the  s6  verfe,  His  righceoufneis  it  fuftain- 
ed  him  ;  and  in  verfe  17  and  18,— For  he  put  on  right- 
couincis  as  a  bresft  piatc,  and  an  helmet  of  falvation  on 
Ids  head  ;  and  he  put  on  the  garments  of  vengeance  for 
clothing, oc  was  ejad  with  zeal  a  cloke,  according  ;£o 
their  deed,  fo  he  will  repay  fury  to  his  adverfaries. 

1  hus  the  Lord  declares  his  love  and  p;ry  to  his  rebel, 
iious  children,  and  bare  them,  and  carried  them  all  the 
days  of  aid.  See  I  fa.  lx  Hi  9.  I  ia.  iv.  28,  Jere.  ix.  i, 
%>  17,  18,  19.  Jcr.  iy.  19,  20,  21  to  the  end.  fer.  v. 
1.  Jer.-viii.  21,  22.  Now  asm  Pfa.  nV.  13— Thou 
fiialt  arife  and  nave  mercy  upon  znon  i  for  the  time  to 
favour  her,  yea  the  fee  time  is  come;  the  Lord  hath 
come  to  his  temple  even  the  meffenger  of  the  covenant. 

Mai.  Hi.  1.  And  the  judgment  being  fer,  and  anoth¬ 
er  book  was  opened,  which  is  the  hock  of  life.  By  this 
boo;c  is  manifefted  the  eternal  Jove  and  faithfulnefs  of 
God  to  his  people,  in  the  fecund  difpenfation  bv  pro- 
milc,  faying  to  the  fir  ft  generation,  The  feed  of  the  wo¬ 
man  fiiali  bruife  the  ferpents  head. 

And  as  every  thing  is  beautiful  in  his  feafon,  fo  in  the 
fir  ft  age  of  the  world  when  Zion  was  in  bondage,  accor- 
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dine  to  his  counfcl,  God  revealed  Chrift  as  a  redeemer 
of  his  people  ;  agreeable  to  Rev.  viii •  3>  And  another 
angel  came  and  ftood  before  the  altar,  having  a  golden 
ce filer,  and  there  was  f^iven  unto  him  much  incenle,  thac 
he  {hould  offer  it  with^the  prayers  of  all  faints  upon  the 
golden  altar.  y/Hich  was  before  the  throne,  as  in  that 
before  cited  fvi&l.ni*  i  j  alfo  Rom,  viii .  34*  fleb.  xiii.  10 
And  as  God’s  ways  arc  all  equal  as  an  impartial  king, 
he  has  the  lame  love  and  regard  lor  the  firft  genet ation 
as  he  has  for  the  laft,  as  he  laid  in  Ka.  xli.  4>  above  ci- 
tech  who  faid  in  Mai.  Hi.  6. —For  I  am  tbs  Lord,  I 
change  not  therefore  ye  fons  of  Jacob  arc  hot  confo¬ 
rmed.  * 

Now  as  the  covenant  of  peace  was  ordered  and  lure,  fa 

the  order  of  the  difpenfations  of  God's  providence  are 
fore  aifo.  So  it  pleafed  him  to  maniieft  himlelf  to  our 
forefathers  by  the  prophets,  by  metaphors,  fhadows,  &c. 
which  were  a  fhadow  of  good  things  to  come,  but  the  bo¬ 
dy  «  of  Chrift  s  Colo.  it.  17*  Heb.  ix.  8,  9,  10.  So 
Chrift  was  repealed  to  the  firft  age  as  a  lamb  (lain  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world,  whom  God  lent  in  the  ful- 
nefs  of  time,  to  fulfil  his  will,  and  finifh  his  work  i 

iec  Gal.  iv.  4.  .  f 

But  I  return  to  confiderGod’s  (trange  and  wonderful 
work  in  Zion,  who  is  a  juft  God,  and  doth  right  in  juft- 
ifying  the  righteous  and  condemning  the  wicked.— 
Therefore  he  hath  hyed  in  Zion  for  a  foundation,  a 
ftone,  tried  ftonej  a  precious  corner  hone,  a  lure  foun¬ 
dation  1  he  that  helieveth  (ball  not  make  hafte  to  feek 
^fter,  nor  truft  to  any  other,  for  judgment  alio  will  a  lay 
to  the  line,  and  righteoufnefs  to  the  plummet,  and  the 
hail  (hall  IWeep  away  the  refuge  of  lies,  and  the  waters 
fh all  overflow  the  hiding  place.  By  this  rule  *11  cries 
are  tried  and  decided  in  cbe  court  of  heaven,  as  God 
weighed  the  mountains  and  hills,  both  of  rignceotdnciS 
and  w i eked nefs,  in  the  great  leak  of  his  eternal  wiidom 
and  cotmfel.  So  that  in  the  balance  of  love,  truth  and 
rfohteoufneis,  every  tiling  was  as  eternally  hm filed 


O  O  H 


done  according  to  hi 

o 


w  * 

time  and  due  feafon,  which  made  u 


p  u r  poi e,  and  min  i  felted 

beautiful  9 


jn  lus 
a  fal  f 
balance 


> 


.  •  . 

i  ' 

V  **.» 

i-  * 

II- 


'•  It 


j 


V 


■  > 


(->*-) 


fedance  rV  abomination  to  the  Lord,  but  a  tuft  weight 
ti  hi*  delight, — fee  Prov.  xi.  i.  Prov.  xvi.  n.  For 
th:s  realon  it  is  fa  id,  I  fa.  /.  ay,  a.8,— Zion  fhaii  be  re¬ 
deemed  with  judgment,  and  her  converts  with  righteouf- 
nd$.  And  the  ddirudlion  of  the  tranfgrtffor  and  of  the 
linnrr  fhall  be  together  *  and  they  that  forlake  the  Lord 
foal!  be  con  fumed. 

Therefore  the  righteous  judge  did,  according  to  hi® 
eternal  and  abfolnte  decree,  in  the  day  of  decifion,  make 
a  juft  reparation  between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked, 
and  the  righteous  were  delivered  everyone  found  writ¬ 
ten  in  the  book,  and  the  wicked  confumed,  as  before 
faid,  for  the  righteous  being  God's  offspring  are  of  his 
divine  nature  ;  yet  being  clothed  with  mortality,  a  houf* 
of  clay,  which  is  called  the  prifon  houfe,  this  muff  be 
diiTulved  and  conlumed,  and  all  the  elementary  pafiions* 
as  love,  hatred  and  envy  is  nowperifhed  forever,  this  i& 
nigh  unto  curling;  mark,  Whofe  end  is  to  be  burned. 
So  nothing  that  is  wicked  can  exift  eternally  ;  fee  Rev. 
xxii.  1 1, — He  that  is  unjuft  let  him  be  unjuft  ffill,  and 
he  which  is  filthy,  let  him  be  filthy  ffill.  This  teaches 
me  that  the  unjuft  and  the  filthy  cannot  be  fandtified  or 
made  clean  ;  therefore  we  are  to  let,  and  confider  this 
unjuft  filthy  him,  to  be  the  Ion  of  perdition,  that  is  or¬ 
dained  to  this  condemnation,  lofe,  and  deftrueftion. 

But  on  the  other  hand,  And  he  rhar  is  righteous,  lf$ 
him  be  righteous  and  he  that  is  holy,  let  him  be  ho¬ 
ly  ftili.  This  teaches  me  that  this  him,  that  is  righteous 
and  holy,  is  the  unchangeable  God,  fo  the  immortal  fpL 
rit  of  man  or  in  man,  is  as  eternally  righteous  and  holy 
as  God  ;  fo  we  are  heirs  of  God,  and  being  made  in  the 
image  of  God,  the  father,  God  the  fon,  and  God  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  we  in  (Thrift  are  joint  heirs  with  him  w 
eternal  glory. 

So  we  now  living  by  the  faith  of  God,  Chrift  living  if* 
m  by  his  fpirir,  wc  walk  in  love  in  God's  likenefs,  doing 
f  ighteouinei are  righteous  as  he  is  righteous;  thefe 
righteous  works  appear  by  our  loving  our  neighbour  as 

O  n  e 1  f  !  \  J  t»  >* 


whoie  fruits  are  unto  bolinefs,  and  the  end 
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Thus  it  appears,  for  this  region  God  fent  his  fon  as 
lie  agent  into  this  world,  to  make  the  divifion  between 
the  righteous  and  the  wicked  conspicuous  to  the  minus  of 
kis  church  and  people  in  this  world,  is  he  was  in  union, 
with  them  in  the  divine  nature,  who  was  given  as  the 
^ew  covenant  to  the  people,  for  it  the  firft  covenant  had 
been  faultlefs,  then  fhould  no  place  have  been  found  for 
the  iecond  ;  Heb.  vii.  $.  John  law  this,— Rev.  ux%  9, 
10,  1 1  ;  as  thefe  are  the  true  layings  of  God,  made  Joha 
fail  at  the  feet  of  the  meffenger  toworfhip  him,  but  was 
forbidden,  faying,  Worihip  God,  for  the  tfftimony  or 
Jefus  isthefpirit  of  prophecy.  And  I  law  heaven  open- 
^d,  and  behold  a  white  horh?  and  he  that  fat  upon  him 
was  called  faithful  and  true,  and  in  righicoufneis  he  dock 


Judge  and  make  war.  # 

Thus  Chrift  the  captain  of  our  falvation  as  a  man  of 

war,  whom  God  had  made  ftrong  for  himfdf,  having  on 
itis  vefture  and  on  his  thigh  a  name  written,  -King  ot 
Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords  ;  and  being  clothed  with  all 
the  Godbke  fortitude.  So  according  to  their  deeds  he 
will  repay  fury  to  his  adversaries  ;  lia.  /V.v.  and  icdcem 
J2ion,  which  was  the  precious  ions  of  Z ion,  comparable 
to  fine  .go  Id  that  is  defiled  with  dr  of?,  which  toon  ba 
purged  off ;  fo  muft  Zion  be  purged  from  fin,  for  the 
JLord  loveth  the  gates  of  Zion,  dec*  he  lays  it  is  his  uao* 
Ration  2nd  reft  forever;  therefore  he  iaun,  Hcar&ca 
unto  me  ye  (tout  hearted  that  are  far  from  righteouinds. 
1  bring  near  my  righteoufnefs,  it  fh all  not  be  f*r  oh, 
and  mv  falvation  (hall  not  tarry  h  and  Twill  place  Inva¬ 


sion  in  Zion  for  Ifrae!  my  glory. 

So  as  Traci  was  God’s  glory,  it  muft  oe  delivered  ffom 

Pharaoh's  hard  bondage  in  the  land  or  Egypt,  which 
was  promifed  by  Mofes  and  the  propnets  .  tins  being 
lypical  of  the  churches  being  delivered  from  trre  bondage 
of  unbelief,  fin  and  death,  and  brought  into  the  liberty 
4*f  die  gcifpel  reft  in  Chrift, the  only  cavils  of  tins  deli**- 
erance  was  God’s  love  to  his  peopie,  which  you  rc^y  Ee 
if  you  read  John  Hi*  16,  17.  Lam.  iv.  1,  2.  Pu.  viu* 
7.  Zech.  viii.  Pi  a  .cxxxii.  13?  1 4*  P‘a*  35* 

*ivi,  jj,  14.  Pftu  l&svi*  §>  U««  ffliiU  ~  ~ '  Ar"f' 
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«.  14,15,16.  Amos  Hi.  12.  1  Sam.  xvti.  43,  44,  4*  ■ 

4k-‘  f7,-  T"uswe  ,?e  the  holy  prophets  did  in  this 
tthliu  d  1  fpen fation,  teih/y  God’s  love  and  faithfulnefs  to 

is  people,  in  delivering  them  from  Egyptian  darknefs, 
aiiu  cruel  fla very  of  unbelief,  into  the  promifcd  land  of 
v-anaan,  which  was  a  type  of  the  new  Jerofalerri  flare. 
J  hereforeas  David  was  a  type  ofChrift,  did  flay  Goii- 
ah  and  gained  the  vidtory  for  Iliad.  So  Chriit  as  a  man 
or  war  did  fight  our  battle  for  us,  and  did  Hay  our  fpirit- 
oal  enemy  for  us,  and  let  us  free  becaufe  he  loved  us. 
ihusl  obferve  according  to  fcripture,  that  Zion  is* 
^jod  o  cnofen  habitation  ;  hu<  reft,  where  he  will  dwell  1 
he  will  place  falvation  in  Zion  for  lfrael  his  glory. 

Therefore  fhall  the  Lord,  the  Lord  of  hafts  fend  a- 
rnong  his  fat  ones  leannefs,  and  under  his  glory  he  [bail 
kindle  a  burning,  like  the  burning  of  a  fire  ;  and  the 
hghc  or  lfrael  (hall  be  for  a  fire,  and  his  holy  one  for  a 
flame,  and  it  Hull  burn  and  devour  his  thorns  and  his 
briers  in  one  day,  (meaning  all  wickednefs  ;)  and  he 
(that  is  the  enemy  of  Zion)  fhall  pals  ov^r  to  his  ftrong 
hold  for  fear,  and  his  princes  fhall  be  afraid  of  the  en- 
iign,  fairh  the  Lord,  whole  fire  is  in  Zion,  and  his  fur- 
pace  in  Jcrufalem,— fee  I  fa.  x.  16,17.  1  fa .xxxi.  9.  Thus 
is  the  war  profpered  in  heaven  by  Cbrift,  who  is  the 
light  of  ffrael,  as  God's  word  lent  into  the  minds  of  his 
people,  as  a  mdlengerof  bis  love  and  pity,  to  manifeft 
to  them  who  their  advetfary  was,  which  is  finful  Juft, 
pride,  and  unbelief ,  which  made  them  Jcfliurun  like, 
grow  fat  and  SorlsKe  God,  and  lightly  efteem  the  rock  of 
their  falvation,- — Deut.  kxxti*  15*  But  the  tender  mer¬ 
cy  of  the  Lord  was  over  them.  He  faith  in  Lam.  Hi. 

J3>  —  Bor  the  Lord  will  not  call  off  for  ever, 
hoc  though  he  cauie  grief,  yet  will  lie  have  com  pa  file  a 
according  to  (he  tnulcuuoe  of  his  mercies  ;  for  he  doth 
n  n  af]]  ct  willingly  nor  grieve  the  children  of  men.  To 
cralh  under  his  feet  ail  the  prifoners  of  the  earth.  See 
xav.  14,  15,  16.  Mic.  vii.  9.  Hof.  xi.  8,  9. 
Z-cb.  i.  1  2  to  1  he  3 8.  Mai.  */*.  2. 

Now  as  Ciirdl  came  to  his  temple,  the  place  of  right- 
and  lounc  iniquity  was  there,  which  was  an  in- 

under 
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cruder  that  are  called  men,  crept  in  unaware  who  wens 
before  of  old  ordained  10  this  condemnation*  Jude 

it/.  called  Life  prophets,  a  Peter  ii*  t,  &c.  i  Kings 

xv'tii*  19.  jer.  xiv-  14*  A£ts  xv.  30. 

This  wicked  man  of  fin  and  ion  o*  perdition,  the 
lulls  of  the  flcOi,  that  lowed  the  tares  while  men  fiept ; 
his  enemy  came  and  lowed  tares  among  toe  wheat,  and 

mi.  >5,  4.;  Tbrfe  being  found 
in  the  kingdom  of  God,  for  the  kingdom  oi  heaven  is 
within  you  j— Therefore  the  ion  of  man  (hall  fend  forth 
his  angels,  and  they  (hall  gather  out  of  his  kingdom  all 
things  that  offend,  and  them  which  do  iniquity.  Thus 
did  the  feed  of  the  woman,  called  Michael  the  great 
prince,  which  ftandeth  for  the  children  of  God's  people, 
that  were  in  the  priion  houfe,  to  let  them  bee. 

Therefore  as  the  let  time  to  favour  Z.iun  is  corns.,  the 
righteoufneft  of  God  came  near,  and  his  falvation  did 
pot  tarry  ;  and  he  laid,  1  will  place  falvation  in  Zion* 
for  Ifrael  my  glory,  i  hus  did  Chrift  iuddcnly  come  to 
his  temple,  travelling  in  the  mightineis  of  his  ftrength, 
like  a  man  of  war,  to  pluck  his  bride  out  os  tne  fire,  ^vho 
comes  as  a  refiner  to  purify  the  ions  of  Levi,  and  flay 
the  wicked. 

This  is  manifefted  in  the  covenant  of  promne,  that  the 
feed  of  the  woman  fnall  bruife  the  lerpents  head,  it  is 
alfo  laid,  and  thou  fl  1  a  1 C  bruife  his  heel,  which  plainly 
proves  the  enmity  that  there  is  between  them,  that  the 
Lord  had  put,  which  caufed  the  war  between  the  two 
nations,  for  it  is  impoffible  for  love  and  enmity  to  unite 
and  become  one,  but  are  contrary  the  one  to  the  other, 
as  the  two  feeds  are  reprelented  as  two  nations;  fo  their 
confticucion  is  different,  and  fo  is  their  charader  5  the 
good  feed  are  the  children  of  the  kingdom,  whom  the 
Ion  of  man  (owed.  1  his  is  the  bit  (Ted  nation,  whole 
God  is  the  Lord,  and  the  people  whom  he  hath  c  ho  fen 
for  his  own  inheritance  5  Pfa.  xxxih*  *2,-— -Whole  life  is 
hid  with  Chrift  in  God,  a  righteous  nation,  i  he  other 
are  the  children  of  the  wicked  one,  the  enemy  that  lowed 
them  is  the  devil  ;  fochey  are  a  generation  of  vipers,  a 

crooked  and  perverfc  nation^Phih  ih  15*  And  the 

5  *  '  ?  day 
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ih at  cometh  fhal!  burn  them  up,  faith  the  Lord  of 
foofi,  that  it  (hall  leave  them  neither  root  nor  branch  ~ 
Mai.  iv.  i,  he  will  flay  the  laft  of  them.  ' 

Now  aUho*  the  Lord  did  manifeft  himfclf  to  the  firft 
generation  by  prornife,  (that  when  the  fulnefs  of  time 
vt  as  come,  God  Sent  forth  his  fon  made  of  a  wornan^ 
made  under  the  law,  to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the 
law,  &c.  Gal.  iv.  4,  5.)  according  to  the  indi£U  of 
fcripture  j  Dan.  ix.  25,  6cc .  before  cited  ;  a]  jo  Ezra  i* 
2,  3.  In  this  prornife  is  contained,  all  the  conlum- 
mate  bleffednefs  and  happinefs  purpofedin  Chrift  Jefus, 
for  the  children  of  men,  both  in  time  and  eternity  \ 
Luke  xxv Hi,  29,  30  ;  and  as  the  prormfes  of  God,  arts 
in  Chrift  yea  and  amen  to  the  glory  of  God,  ordered  in 
all  things  and  fure  ;  this  is  the  path  of  the  juft,  that  in 
every  odpenfation  from  generation  to  generation,  as  th® 
ill i fling  light,  that  fhineth  more  and  more  unto  the  per- 
feci  day,— See  Prov.  iv.  i3. 

So  thataltho*  God  who  at  fundry  times  and  in  divers 
manners,  fpakc  in  time  paft  unto  the  fathers  by  the  pro- 
phets,  by  types,  figures,  and  fhadows,  that  pointed  to 
Lorni  as  the  fubftants,  the  body,  the  head  of  every  man, 
&nd  as  God  uoth  not  afHnfl  willingly,  nor  grieve  the 
children  of  men,  cocrufh  under  his  feet  all  the  prif'onefa 
of  the  earth,  to  turn  afade  the  right  of  a  man  before  the 
face  of  the  mod  high,  tofubvert  a  man  in  his  caul'e,  the 
Lord  approveth  not.  Thus  the  Lord  dealeth  with  a  a 
equal  hand  with  his  people,  hatcing  deceit  and  robbery, 
— ke  Lam.  Hi.  33,  34,  35,  36.  Prov.  xix.  5.  Hab.  L 
513*  T  herefort  the  Lord  will  not  f  offer  the  enemy  to 
fet  in  his  feat  in  his  temple  any  longer,  to  caufehis  peo¬ 
ple  to  err  and  rob  them  of  their  right,  their  inheritance* 
Now  to  fpeak  plainly  of  the  warm  heaven,  that  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  Rev.  xii.  before  cited,  in  which  war  Chrift  and 
h  s  power  prevailed  againft  the  dragon  and  his  power, 
Resiled  angels),  that  fought  and  prevailed  not,  neither 
was  their  place  found  any  more  in  heaven,  and  the  great 
dragon  was  call  our,  which  deceiveth  the  whole  tvorid. 


s. 


it  loud  voice  faying  in  heaven,  now  n  ec me  laivatitfSi 
and  ftrcngth,  and  the  kingdom  of  our  God,  an  t  e. 
power  of  his  Chrift  :  for  the  accufcr  of  our  brethren  is 
caft  down,  which  accufed  them  before  our  Gog  cay  and 

ft  i  if  h  t  Sc  c » 

I  underhand  this  war  as  fpoken  metaphorical,  figni- 
fies  Chrift’s  perfonal  coming  into  this  world,  his  file, 
death,  burial,  relurredtion  and  affenfion,  which  was  man- 
ifeftedin  the  Second  difpenfation,  to  the  two  children  by 
promife,  that  the  feed  of  the  woman  (hall  bruife  the  ex¬ 
pends  head,  as  he  was  revealed  to  them  as  aJLamb  flaia 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world,  fo  to  them  was  em~ 
phatical,  and  the  reftitution  of  all  things  by  him,  when 

time  (hall  be  no  longer,  t 

Again  j  by  this  war  in  heaven  I  underftand  tne  con¬ 
viction  and  Converfion  of  the  children  of  men,  accoidirsg 
to  what  the  preacher  faid,  And  moreover,  1  Gw  ronC.tr 
the  fun  the  place  of  lodgment,  that  wickednefs  was  there* 
and  the  place  of  righteoufnefs  that  iniquity  was  these* 
And  I  faid  in  mine  heart,  God  (hall  judge  the  righteous 
and  the  wicked,  for  there  is  a  time  there  for  every  pur- 
pole,  and  for  every  work,— Eccle.  Hi.  16,  17.  As  it  j8 
laid,  1  faw  under  the  fun  the  place  of  judgment,  wmkeo- 
nefs  was  there,  plainly  (hows  the  heart  of  man  wmch  ap¬ 
pears  by  their  works ;  lee  Micah  vii.  2,  3,  i  hat  they 
may  do  evil  with  both  hands,  &c.  The  befit  of^  them 

a  briar,  the  moft  upright  is  Jharfer  than  a  thorn  hedge, 
&c.  And  as  it  is  the  place  of  righteoufnefs,  iniquity 
was  there,  in  God's  temple ;  and  God  fhall  judge  the 
righteous  and  the  wicked, — 2  Fheff.  i.  6,  7*  ^  Cor.  x. 
20.  Thus  God  in  his  time  according  to  hisown  purpole 
carries  on  his  work  in  the  heart  of  his  people  under  the 
(un. 

Firft.  By  convincing  them  of  fin,  which  is  the  office 
i$f  the  fpirit  :  John  xvi .  8,  9. — And  when  he  is  come  he 
will  reprove  the  world  of  hn,  and  of  righteoufnefs,  and 
©f  judgment.  Afts  it.  37.  And  then  he  gives  the rea- 
fon,  Jcfus  faid,  firfi:  of  fin,  Becauie  they  believe  not  on 
me.  This  fin  unbelief  is  the  caufe  of  their  being,  dam¬ 
ned*  and  offering  (aerifies  to  id©U  and  rejoicing  in  she 

work* 


works  of  tnetr  own  hands,— jee  ivjar.  xtn.  to. 
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4T«  Secondly.  Of  righteoufnefs,  b^cauYc  I  go  ro  m< 
father  :  and  ye  fee  me  no  mere  ;  they  being  ignorant  o 
God’s  righteoufoefs,  and  going  about  to  elUblifh  theii 
own  rightcouinefs,— Rom.  s/3.  And  that  they  migh 
■With  Paul  defire  to  he  found  in  him,  not  having  on  rrifrK 
own  righteoufnefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  whicf 
is  through  the  faith  of  Chriflt,  the  righteoufnels  which  i; 
ot  God  by  faith  $  Pail.  iii.  cj.  Thirdly.  Gf  judgment, 
becaufe  the  prince  of  this  world  is  judged.  I  conclude 
this  prince  to  be  Jefus  the  fon  of  God,  as  he  flood  in 
the  character  of  Tinners,  by  whom,  and  for  whom  the 
world  and  all  things  therein  were  made,  for  he  was  be^ 
fore  all  things,  in  whom  God  the  father  depofitcd  all 
power  both  in  heaven  and  earth  ;  therefore  he  is  called 
the  mighty  God,  the  everlafting  father,  the  prince  of 
peace, — Ifa.  ix.  6. 

This  was  the  prince  that  is  defpifed  and  receded  of 
men, — Luke  xix.  14.  i fa.  liii.  3  ;  he  was  taken  from 
prifon  and  from  judgment,  and  who  {lull  declare  his 
generation,  for  he  was  cut  off  put  of  the  land  of  the  liv¬ 
ing  ;  for  the  tranfgreflion  of  my  people  was  he  rtrieken9 
• — -Ifa.  Itii.  8  ,  and  by  the  defire  of  the  jews  Pilate  judg¬ 
ed,— Matt.  xxvii.  26.  Thus  the  b’ieffcd  Jefus  was 


falfiy  accofed,  taken,  judged  and  (lain  by  wicked  hands, 
which  was  God's  fword,  as  he  faid,  Awake  O  fword 
againft  my  fhepherd,- — Zech.  xiii.  j.  This  was 
the  time  jefus  laid,  A!1  ye  fhall  be  offended  becaufe  of 
me  this  night,  as  it  is  written,  I  will  finite  the  fiiepherds, 
and  the  flieep  of  the  flock  (hall  be  fcattered  abroad,— 
JVIatt.  xxvi.  3 1.  Now  in  order  that  he  might  be  thus 
treated,  fee  Hcb.  ii.  14  to  19  ;  forafmuch  then  as  the 
children  are  partakers  of  flefh  and  blood, .he  alio  himfelf 
Jikewife  took  part  of  rhe  fame,  that  through  death  he 
might  deftroy  him  that  had  the  power  of  dcarh,  that  is 
the  devil,  and  deliver  them  who  through  fear  of  death 
were  all  (heir  life  time  fubjeft  to  bondage  $  and  as  he 
took  on  him  the  feed  of  Abraham,  wherefore  in  all  things 
it  behoved  him  to  be  made  like  unto  his  brethren,  &c\ 
for  in  that  he  himfelf  hath  fuffered  being  tempted,  he  is 


'  4  •  '  ,  *' 

able  to  fueceur  them  that  are  tempted.  Here  we  tn*f 
fee  he  was  a  merciful  and  a  faithful  high  prirfi,  in  the 
things  pertaining  to  God,  to  make  reconciliation  for  the 
fins  of  the  people  j  and  being  in  affinity  with  his  breth¬ 
ren  he  bore  the  ftroke  of  juftice,  and  became  a  fufferer  in 
our  ftead,  and  (landing  in  our  wicked  character.  See  % 
Cor.  v.  at, — For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  fin  (or  us, who 
knew  no  fin,  thatwc  might  be  made  the  righteouintfsof 
God  in  him.  Thus  dying  for  us,  he  made  his  grave 
with  the  wicked  and  with  the  rich  in  his  death,  and  he 
,  wa*  numbered  with  the  tranfgrefibrs,*— I  fa.  Mi.  9,  12* 

&c.  Afb  ii.  23,  24,— Him,  being  delivered  by  the  de¬ 
terminate  counfel  and  foreknowledge  of  God,  ye  have 
taken,  and  by  wicked  hands  have  crucified  and  (lain* 
Whom  God  hath  raifed  up,  having  looted  the  pains  of 
death :  becaufe  it  was  not  pofiible  that  he  (hould  be  hoi- 
den  of  ir. 

Thus  we  fee  God’s  eternal  love  to  man,  that  had  rui¬ 
ned  himlelf  by  tranlgreffion,  in  providing  for  them  a 
faviour,  every  way  prepared  to  live  a  righteous  life  for 
them  adequate  to  God’s  law,  which  righteous  life  waa 
sbfolutely  neceffary  for  the  fulfilling  of  the  law,  in  this 
tlghteoufnefs  we  are  made  the  rightcoufnels  of  God  in 
him,  that  as  he  lives  in  us.  So  the  life  we  live  in  the 
fie(h  is  by  faith  in  him,  thus  the  law  is  fulfilled  for  us» 
by  the  prince  of  peace  ;  now  the  glorious  warrior  as  the 
captain  of  our  (aivation,  having  on  the  garment  of  ven¬ 
geance  and  clad  with  zeal,  he  enters  the  field  of  battle 
for  us,  to  try  the  cafe  by  law  and  evidence,  who  (hall 
get  the  victory,  Michael  or  the  Dragon. 

But  as  the  true  (hepherd  was  the  lawful  owner  of  the 
fheep,  that  (frayed  from  his  fold,  and  was  captivated  by 
the  dragon,  and  tranlgreffed  his  father’s  law,  he  being 
their  iurety  undertook  their  ranfom,  by  anfwering  tha 
penalty  o(  the  law  which  was  death  j  fofor  his  people’s 
fake  it  is  faid  in  Job  xiii.  26,— Thou  writeft  bitter 
things  againft  me,  and  makeft  me  to  poffefs  the  iniqui¬ 
ties  of  my  youth.  Now  according  to  the  appointment 
of  the  father,  his  hour  draws  near,  that  there  fhall  be  8 
time  of  trouble,  fuch  as  never  was  fines  there  wa*  a  na¬ 
tion.  O  Tha* 

■» 
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Thu?  fuftering  for  us  hr  faid,  John  si:.  -7,~No»  ia 
ffny  ioul  troubled  and  what  ffisll  1  fav,  father  fave  me 
from  this  hour,  but  for  this  caufe  came  I  unto  this  hour. 

•  Mate.  XXV-.  33,  39, — Then  faith  he  unto  them,  mr 

loui  IS  exceeding  lorrowful,  even  unto  death.  Now  as 

the  time  of  trouble  haficned  on,  hr  prayed,  faying,  O  mr 
fatle  r,  it  u  be  poffibie,  let  this  cup  pafs  from  me  •  nrv- 
erthelefs  not  as  1  will,  but  as  thou  wilt.  Hcmn  ap¬ 
pears  the  difference  between  the  heavenly  man,  and  the 
earthy  man  ’:  the  earthy  man  the  tranfgreffor,  and  therel 
by  was  expo  led  to  mifery  and  death  ;  the  heavenly  mm 

•  Chnft  the  anointed,  jefus  the  Saviour,  God  with  us, 
who  being  in  affinity  with  his  brethren,  he  was  touched 

with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities,  but  was  in  all  points 

tempted,  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  fin.  ,  ' 

Thus  the  word  was  made  flefh  and  dwelt  among  uj, 
and  fo  was  capable  of  bearing  all  the  punifhment  due  to 
fi liners  ;  and  as  he  took  of  the  fame  fiefh  and  blood  with 

the  children,  he  did  fimpathize  with  them  m  all  their 

trembles,  as  in  Pfa,  ixix.  20,  — Reproach  has  btoken  mf 
heart  ;  he  is  defptJed  and  rejected  of  men,  a  man  of  for- 
row,  and  acquainted  with  grief.  1  think  this  is  Godly 
for  row,  and  true  and  real  repentance  which  is  unto  life  s 
and  Luke  faith  thus,  Luke  xxii.  42,  43,  44, — Father  if 
thou  be  willing,  remove  this  cup  from  me,  ncverthcld* 
not  mv  will  but  thine  be  done  ;  then  being  ftrength- 
eneo  by  t!ie  angei,  he  laid,  Being  in  an  agony  he  prayed 
more  earneftly,  and  his  fweat  was  as  it  were  great  drops 
of  blood  falling  down  to  the  ground  Gal.  iii.  1 3,— H» 
was  made  a  eurfe  for  us  ;  but  he  being  upheld  by  hi* 
father,  manifefted  his  faith  and  truft  in  'him,  faying, 
Fft.  xvi.  3, — 1  have  fet  the  Lord  alw-y  before  me,  be- 
caule  bt  is  at  my  right  hand,  I  (hall  not  be  moved. 
This  is  the  Lints  faith,  hope,  and  confidence  in  God,, 
thefe  are  the  gifts  Chrift  received  for  men,  yea  for  the  re¬ 
bellious  alio,  that  the  Lord  God  might  dwdl  amen?/} 

J  hem. 

Again  ;  Our  blefled  fkviour  fnows  his  willingncfs  to 
obey  his  father,  whofc  laws  was  in  his  heart,  that  when 
he  fuffacd  fur  us,  who  in  the  days  of  his  flelh*  when  h-e 

had 
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futd  offered  up  prayers  and  fuppheations  with  ftrong 
crying  and  tears,  unto  him  that  was  able  to  lave  him 
from  death,  and  was  heard  in  that  he  /eared,  (yet  if  his 
father  had  laved  him  from  death,  the  feripture  could  not 
have  been  fulfilled,  that  thus  it  mud  be,)  though  he 
were  a  ion,  yet  learned  he  obedience  by  the  things  which 
he  fuffered  ;  and  being  made  peifeft,  became  the  auth¬ 
or  of  eternal  lalvation  unto  all  cncrw  that  obeyed  him  t 
iee  Heb.  it.  7,  8,  9. 

So  as  our  advocate  and  furety  he  was  made  a  fufferer  in 
ghe  fiefh,  but  quickened  in  the  fpirit,  for  the  Godhead 
could  not  t  offer  only  in  character,  in  that  his  name  is 
blafphcmed  by  wicked  men,  for  the  feripture  mult  be  ful¬ 
filled  5  therefore  he  laid  unto  them,  to  (how  them  mat 
ency  could  have  no  power  at  all  agamft  him,  except  it 
were  given  them  from  above  ;  When  I  was  daily  with 
you  in  the  temple,  ye  ftretebed  forth  no  hands  againfi 
Hic\  but  this  is  your  hour  and  the  power  of  darkneis  ;  as 
in  Dan.  is.  23,  24,  laft  part  of  verfe  13.  —  Ar.d  confider 
the  vifion  :  the  firft  of  verfe  24— Seventy  weeks  are  de* 
fermined  upon  thy  people,  and  upon  thy  holy  city,  to 
finifh  tranlgrdfion.  Thus  according  to  divine  counfel, 
every  thing  was  beautiful  in  his  tijrne.  Now  in  their 
Zealand  faile  arc  illations,  they  hurried  on  to  crucify  Je~ 
fus9  and  when  Judas  had  betrayed  him,  that  he  was  tak¬ 
en  and  brought  to  Pilate,  who  examined  him,  and  faid 
he  found  no  fault  in  him,  then  he  lent  him  to  Tiered* 
and  the  chief  priefts  and  feribes  flood  and  vehemently 
accufed  him  ;  and  Herod  with  his  men  of  war,  fet  him  at 
naught,  and  mocked  him,  and  arrayed  him  in  a  gorgeous 
robe,  (as  a  gallant  or  fumptuoas  robe,  cotlly  and  (late¬ 
ly,  in  dildaining  his  character)  and  lent  him  again  to  Pi¬ 
late  *  and  the  fame  day  Pilot  and  Herod  were  made 
friends  together  :  for  before  they  were  at  enmity  between 
ihemfelves,-- -fee  James  iv.  4. 

Thus  if  a  ruler  hearken  to  lies,  all  his  fervanta  arc 
wicked  ;  Pro.  xxix.  ia»  Herein  it  appears  plain,  that 
if  the  wicked  rulers  and  their  {Servants  are  at  enmity  be¬ 
tween  themfelves  in  every  thing  eiie,  they  will  agree  to 
#TMcify  Chrift  and  his  faints »  but  a}l  this  was  done  that 

the 
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Se.S???-.  0f,thre  p,r°phm  mi8ht  **  Hedjtben 
*11  the  difcipies  forfook  him  «nd  fled.  So  of  t  he  peon)t! 

there  was  none  with  him,  he  had  neither  monitor  nor  'ri* 

val  Wuh  him.  Now  the  chief  priefts  and  elders,  and  all 

eo  death  h  f?rght/?Ifc  Wltne!s  a8ainft  Jcfu»  ‘o  put  him 
ph*  but  fou"d  none  i  y«  though  many  falfe  wit- 

«!w  Tyw.  -ound  ,hcy  nonf>  (that  thfy  ‘bought 

•  C  •1nf,VCrjhflr  turn)’  at  la^  camc  two  falle  witndTea 

of  God  ’  d  fu\  /aids  1  r  ab,e  to  (Jeftr°y  th'  temple 
of  God.  and  to  build  it  in  three  days— Thefe  two  wic- 

»efl«  they  excepted,  becaufe  they  were  fuch  a,  they 

1  °khf»  and  a*  !t  was  according  to  law,  being  two  -  Deu* 

TIk,  did  »,  e^Od  *  the  i,  XA 
b'.ng  falfe  Wuricfle*  ;  fee  forth  in  the  above  cited  Deu. 

&1X,  1 6  to  22, 

We  fee  thefe  witnefles  were  falfe,  by  what  Chrift  faid 

Thtfe  Plainly  fcoWs  he  meant  the 

!^C.°f  h'rb0?^  5  ,but  thcy  could  not  onderftand  hi. 
■words  became  of  darknefs  and  the  enmity  of  their  minds 

and  as.  it  is  written  they  hated  me  without  a  caulr.  And 
when  the  high  pried  adjured  him  by  the  living  God  af_ 
*lnS  h*m  whether  he  was  the  fon  of  God  5  fte  fi 
sxu.  jo  17  ,&e.  the  king’s  requeft,  and  Micah’s  af- 
iwer,)  Jclus  faid  unto  the  high  priefl  thou  haft  faid  ner- 
ertneieis,  I  fay  unto  you,  hereafter  fhall  ye  lee  the  (on  of 
nun  fitting  on  the  right  hand  of  power,  and  coming  in 
the  c.ouds  of  heaven;  then  the  high  prieftrent  his 
clothes,  frying,  he  hath  fpoken  blafphcmy  :  what  fur¬ 
ther  need  have  we  of  witnefles;  behold,  now  ye  have 
heard  his  blafphemy  ;  what  think  ye?  They  anfrerett 

and  laid,  he  is  guilty  of  dead), — fee  1  cv.  xxiv.  1 6.  So 
they  applied  to  the  law  of  Moles  to  make  themfclves  fife 
’  .  condemning  him,  altho’  he  never  irar.fgrtfied 
Tiofes  law  himlelf,  yet  he  fuftered  as  a  tr.nfgreflfor  for 

VIS  • 

1  herefore  becaufe  he  faid  he  was  the  fon  of  God,  cal¬ 
ling  it  blafphemy,  they  condemned  him.  Now  they  be¬ 
gan  to  /pit  in  his  face  and  finite  and  buffet  him  ;  fee  lia. 

/.  6  ;  and  he  was  cccufed  of  the  chief  priefts  and  elders! 
he  anlwcfcd  nothing •„  then  faith  fijatf  unto  him*  hearefk 

*  ■  '  1  i 

ihoq 


thou  not  how  many  things  they  witnela  agfinft  thee,  and 
he  anfwercd  him  never  a  word,  infomuch  that  the  gov-* 
ernor  marvelled  greatly.,- -r-I la*  ItiL  7*  And  as  this  was 
his  laft  trial,  he  being  bound  they  delivered  h:m  to  Pi¬ 
late  for  final  judgment  which  was  the  morning  exercife 
of  the  wicked  as  in  Pro.  iv.  16  ;  for  they  deep  not  ex¬ 
cept  they  have  done  milchief,  and  their  deep  is  taken  a- 
way  unlefs  they  caufe  fome  to  rail  ;  Micah  //.  i,— 'Wo 
to  them  that  devile  iniquity,  and  work  evil  upon  their 
beds  :  when  the  morning  is  light  they  praftife  it,  becaufe 
it  is  in  the  power  of  their  hind. 

Thus  the  iniquity  of  his  heels  purfued  him,  the  fins  of 
his  people,  as  it  was  promiied  in  the  firft  difpcnlatiori 
that  the  feed  of  the  ferpent  Ihould  bruife  Chriil:  s  heel,  fo 
it  is  manifefted  by  the  prophets  in  the  fecond,  and  in  the 
third  difpenfation  aftually  fulfilled,  by  Chrili’s  perfon- 
ally  appearing  and  iufrering. 

Again  ;  Pilate  knowing  chat  Jefus  was  a  juft  man  in 
his  moral  walk  according  to  the  law  of  Mofes  ;  fo  he 
knew  that  for  envy  they  had  delivered  him  ;  fee  Rom. 
it.  1 5  •  Pilate’s  confcience  bearing  witnefs  that  they  ha¬ 
ted  him  without  a  caufe,  and  had  wrongfully  delivered 
him,  therefore  he  fought  toreleafe  him,  but  all  in  vain, 
for  the  feripture  mull:  be  fulfilled  j  fee  Pfa.  Ixix.  In  this 
Pfalm  we  have  a  prophetical  account  of  thrift's  differing 
for  Tinners  ;  becaufe  for  thv  fake  I  have  born  reproach  : 
<h  ame  hath  covered  my  face.  For  the  zeal  of  thy  houfe 
hath  eaten  me  up,  and  the  reproaches  of  them  that  re¬ 
proached  thee  are  fallen  on  me.  This  makes  him  com- 
plain  as  in  Job  xvif—rGod  hath  delivered  me  up  to  the 
ungodly,  and  turned  me  over  into  the  hand  of  the  wick¬ 
ed.  Here  he  appears  in  the  form  of  a  frrvant,  in  the 
likenefs  of  men,  and  being  found  in  the  fafhion  as  a  mats 
he  humbled  himfelf,  and  became  obedient  unto  death, 
even  the  death  of  the  crofs  *  that  in  this  character  being 
made  fin  for  m,  hefuffered  for  us  in  the  flefh,  and  feel¬ 
ing  our  infirmities,  he  confeft  the  fins  of  his  people  thus, 
Q  God  thou  kooweft  my  foolifhnefs,  and  my  fins  arc  not 
|*id  from  thee  ;  (he  laid  my  fins.) 

JMow  as  Qod  had  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all. 


-no-—) 

«nd  he  became  n  propitiation  for  the  fins  ef  tire  whole 
world  j  lo  in  him  all  the  world  appears  before  God,  that 
ficmignt  give  an  account  for  us  to  God  for  the  deed* 
®one  111  *liS  body,  whether  they  be  good  or  bad  :  for  of 
Kne  people  there  was  none  with  him,  but  as  an  abfoJutc 
■  orety  for  his  bride,  a  reft orer  of  the  path  and  a  healer 
°  breach,  that  fin  had  made,  God  required  of  birr* 
cnac  which  was  paft,  that  he  (hould  reftore  that  he  took 
pot  away,  altho*  he  lai  d,  job  xvi.  17,— *  Not  for  any  in. 
lultice  in  mine  hands;  aifo,  my  prayer  is  pure  ;  as  h§ 

was  God's  agent  h  s  ftefli  and  blood  was  unftained  and 

f\,s  ]l!c  per(c&,  therefore  God  upheld  him,  and  excepted 
m  doing  his  will  and  fiai filing  his  ftrange  work,  to 
sompleat  tbejuftification  of  his  brethren. 

Again  5  As  Pilate  fee  on  the  judgment  feat,  and  found 
,  the  people  would  not  reieafe  jdus,  he  willing  t© 
Snow  the  Jews  a  plealure,  he  reJeafed  Barabbas,  and 
having  condemned  Jefus,  he  fcourged  him,  and  delivered 
him  to  be  crucified,  for  the  tender  mercy  of  the  wicked 
is  cruelty.  Then  the  foldiers  took  Jdus  into  the  com- 
•  jrnon  hall,  and  gathered  unco  him  the  whole  band,  to 
niock  him  and  make  themfelves merry,  according  to  the 
fenpture  embafiy  ;  fee  Rev.  */.  10./ Judges  xvi.  25. 

xxii.  7.  16.  1  Cor.  iv.  9.  Job  xvi.  9.  Then  they 
took  of  the  fcarlet  robe,  and  put  his  own  raiment  on  him, 
and  led  him  away  to  crucify  him;  and  when  they  were 
come  unto  &  place  called  Golgotha,  that  i$  to  fay  a  place 
<)i  z  fkull,  as  it  is  mentioned  Heb.  xiii.  11,  12,  as  fig¬ 
ured  by  the  ceremonies  under  the  law  ;  lee  Levi.  iv.  nB 
si  2.  Numb.  xix.  5. 

#  the  Ifrael  the  Apoftle  mentions  in  Rom. 

&T  7,  9,  10 ;  thefe  fought  righteoufnefs  by  works 

and  not  by  grace,  to  whom  God  gave  the  fpirit  of  Hum¬ 
ber,  eyes  that  they  fhould  nor  fee,  &c.  Ifa.  vi.  9.  I  fa, 
xxvi.  10.  Pfa.  Ixxxi.  12.  2  Theft",  it.  n.  So  man  not 
poderftanding  the  fpirit  of  the  law,  make  a  wrong  ufe  ol 
n,  i lie  iaw  was  added  becaufe  of  tranfgrcfiion,  the  lav* 
came  by  Mofirs,  bur  grace  and  truth  came  by  Jdus 
C  h  si  it.  So  the  ceremonies  of  the  law  pointed  to  Chrift* 
N&bp  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to  them  thae 

believe  i 


Relieve ;  therefore  be  faid,  Do  not  think  that  I  wilt  i.c* 
cufe  you  to  the  father  :  there  is  one  that  accufeth  you* 
«ven  Mofes  in  whom  yetruft;  for  had  ye  believed  Mo- 
fes,  ye  would  have  believed  me,  for  he  wrote  of  me,*—* 
Johns;.  45,  46.  Now  as  the  law  of  Mofes  is  a  law  of 
retaliation,  it  forgives  none,  but  accufes  all  mankind  to 
the  father,  and  is  the  accufcrof  cur  brethren  before  God,, 
day  and  night.  So  all  the  accufation  of  the  law  againft 
the  children  of  men  fell  on  Chrifr,  and  were  his  own, 
being  in  affinity  with  them,  according  to  the  purpefe  of 
God,  altho’  he  in  perlon  and  praftife  was  juft,  that  guil® 
wan  not  found  in  his  mouth.  It  Appears  they  fought  to 
kill  him  bccaufe  he  faid  he  was  the  king  of  the  jew** 
which  was  true,  and  that  he  was  the  fon  of  God,  which 
they  called  blafphcmy,  according  to  the  law  of  Moltf,  by 
•which  law  he  died,  and  let  over  his  head,  his  accufation 
written,  This  is  Jefus  the  King  of  the  Jews ;  and  the*  , 
placed  him  between  two  thieves  that  it  might  be  fulfilled* 
ftnd  he  made  his  grave  with  the  wicked,  and  was  numb¬ 
ered  with  the  tranfgrcfibrs  j  and  they  that  paffed  by  re¬ 
viled  him  wagging  their  heads ;  the  chief  prlefts  mocked 
him,  with  the  leribes  and  elders  laid,  he  faved  others* 
himlelf  he  cannot  fave,  let  him  now  come  down  from  the 
crofs  and  we  will  believe  on  him,  &c.  He  trufled  i n 
God,  let  him  deliver  him  now  if  he  will  have  him,  for 
he  laid,  I  am  the  fon  of  God  :  for  this  they  hated  him* 
the  thieves  caft  the  fame  in  his  teeth  ;  that  he  became  tbs 
drunkard  fong,  it  feems  by  this,  they  were  confident  that 
he  was  a  deceiver,  for  this  was  their  hour  and  the  power 
of  darknefa. 

Thus  they  made  themfelves  merrv,  fending  gifts  002 
to  another,  rejoicing  that  they  had  gotten  the  victory 
over  him  that  faid  he  was  the  fon  of  God,  and  the  kin?? 
©f  the  Jews,  which  is  true  according  to  leripture,  for  by 
the  fcriptures  Chrift  appeared  in  his  fufferings  to  be  both 
God  and  man.  Firft.  As  he  faid,  fpeakingof  his  life, 
no  man  taketh  it  from  me,  but  I  lay  it  down  of  my  ft  if  : 

I  have  power  to  lay  it  down,  and  I  have  power  to  tak« 
it  again ;  this  commandment  have  I  received  of  my 
father* — John  #.18.  Secondly.  As  he  was  made  of  a 
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,  ^roman  he  wis  s  man,  and  being  partaker  of  and 
biooa  with  the  children,  he  put  himfdf  in  their  condi- 
Uon*  being  made  under  the  Jaw,  was  under  the  curfe  foi 
^hem,  he  being  their  head  the  iawfpake  to  him,  on  thcii 
account  ;  as  has  been  faid  above. 

Fierc  i  oblerve  he  received  this  office  of  a  faviour  by 
tnc  commandment  of  the  Deity,  by  which  he  was  up¬ 
held,  and  having  fulfilled  the  law  by  his  righteous  !ifef 
*nd  having  his  fathers  law  in  his  heart,  he  being  able* 
v/as  wihmg  to  magnify  it  and  make  it  honorable,  by  iuf- 
fering  the  penalty  thereof,  to  fatisfy  juftice,  that  he 
might  glorify  his  father,  and  fave  his  people  from  death 
find  hell. —  Therefore  he  faid  in  the  before  cited  Pfa.  /#/>. 
in  the  greateft  of  his  dftrefs,  For  the  zeal  of  thine  houle 
hath  eaten  me  up,  and  the  reproaches  of  them  that  re¬ 
proached  thee,  are  fallen  upon  me.  Pfa.  cxix.  139, — . 
,My  zeal  hath  confumed  me,  becaufe  mine  enemies  hav© 
forgotten  thy  word.  Herein  is  the  faithfulnds  of  God  in 
the  covenant  of  his  peace  manifefted  in  Chrift  to  th© 
world.  See  John  Hi.  17,— For  God  fent  not  Jefus  into 
the  world  to  condemn  the  world,  but  that  the  world 
through  him  might  be  faved.  For  this  caufe  he  endur¬ 
ed  afflictions  as  he  complains  ;  Lam.  in.  I  am  the  man 
that  hath  feen  affliction  by  the  rod  of  his  wrath  ;  he  hath 
led  me  and  brought  me  into  darknefs,  but  not  into  light  5 
furely  againft  me  he  is  turned  $  he  hath  fet  me  in  dark 
places,  as  they  that  be  dead  of  old,  &c.  Pla.  Ixxxviii* 
6, —  Thou  haft  laid  me  in  the  loweit  pit  in  darknefs  in 
the  deep.  Surely  by  thefe  complaints  he  felt  our  mifery 
and  death,  that  we  had  fallen  into  by  fin  and  unbelief  5 
out  of  this  bondage  the  father  lent  his  fon  to  deliver  his 
people,  and  deftrov  his  enemies,  both  rooc  and  branch* 
by  (offering  and  paying  the  whole  that  law  and  jufticc 
demanded,  and  for  the  performance  of  this  great  work* 
without  any  conditions  with  his  people,  the  father  pre¬ 
pared  him  a  body  fufficient  therefor  ;  in  him  he  depofi- 
ted  the  power  of  agency,  which  was  given  to  Chrift  by 
commandment,  by  the  benevolence  of  the  univerfal  court 
of  Deity,  before  the  world  began,  which  was  eftablifhed 
by  oa th,  thus*  And  lo  I  come  to  do  thy  will  O  my  God* 

Thi* 
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Ifhii  was  raanifefted  by  promife  to  the  firli  age*  by  pr$* 
jlhecy  iri  the  fecund,  at  has  been  obferved.  And,  Third® 
ly.  In  the  fulnefs  of  the  appointed  time,  adlually  fulfil¬ 
led,  by  the  appearing  of  Chrift,  and  his  luftering  as  thi 
fcripturcs  hath  faid,  which  was  the  greateft  time  of  trou¬ 
ble  that  ever  was  fmcc  there  was  a  nation,  being  forfak- 
ing  of  his  people,  his  brethren,  and  fmittenof  God,  and 
tfflid&L 

And  feeling  for  finners  he  prayed  with  tea!,  O  my 
father,  if  this  cup  may  not  pafs  away  from  me  except  X 
rirink  ir,  thy  will  be  done. —For  this  caufe  came  I  untci 
this  hour  i  here  he  acknowledges  that  the  debt  we  owed 
to  juftice,  was  his  due  to  pay,  as  he  was  the  only  one  of 
bis  fathers  family,  that  kept  their  firft  eftate,  and  had  not 
left  their  own  habitation  ;  he  never  turned  bankrupt* 
but  as  a  faithful  fon,  yea  in  this  fenfe  the  ohly  begotten 
fon  of  God  ;  fo  he  was  the  wifdom  of  God  and  the  pow¬ 
er  of  God,  in  him  God  delighted,  and  was  ever  well 
pleated,  for  he  had  kept  all  his  father's  treafurc  $  fee 
Ffa.  ixxxv.  4, —For  the  Lord  hath  chofen  Jacob  unto* 
himfclf,  and  ifraelfor  his  peculiar  trcaiure.  Now  tho 
firft  in  this  choice  is  God,  ye  have  not  chofen  me,  but  X 
have  chofen  you,  not  that  we  loved  him,  but  that  h« 
firft  Joved  us ;  Joh nxv>  16.  i  John/v.  9,  10.  And 
to  the  time  of  God’s  chufing  and  loving  us>  it  was  be¬ 
fore  the  world  began,  with  an  everlafting  choice  and  love* 
according  to  his  own  purpofe  and  grace  given  to  us  int 
Chrift  Jefus,  who  gave  himfelf  for  us,  that  he  might  re 
deem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himtedf  a  pc 
cubar  people,  zealous  of  good  works  1  fee  Ephe.  i.  4 
t  Tim.  i.  9.  Titus  i.  14. 

I  confider  as  God’s  appointments  was  eternal,  fo  ic  i* 
faid  before  the  world  began,  and  as  Chrift 
tied  to  be  a  propitiation  for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world, 
fo  the  whole  world  of  mankind  was  defied  and  chofen  of 
God  in  him,  at  the  fame  rime  whom  Chrift  redeemed  ac¬ 
cording  to  thepronlife  of  God  5  fee  Ifa.  iv.  s,  a,  % 
John  ti.  2.  Titus  L  1,  3  $  for  God  loved  thefo  as  he  lev 
«d  the  fon.  So  that  in  this  fraternal  union,  ic  was  as  im 
poffibfe  for  God  to  c'x ift  without  thefe,  n  is  for  bin?| 
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to  esift  without  his  fon  ;  thefe  being  one  in  the  father 

and  in  the  Ion,  fo  there  cannot  be  one  flake  miffing,  nor 
one  cord  broken. 

Ill  ere  fore  Chrift  fa  id,  And  for  their  fakes  I  fanAify 
rnyle],,  that  they  alio  might  be  fanAified  through  the 
t.r,u|1\  ^ both  he  that  fanAifieth  and  they  who  are 
fanAified  are  a!!  of  one,  for  which  caufe  he  is  not  aihamed 
to  cab  them  brethren,  for  thefe  he  1  offered  and  being 
bound  by  the  oath  of  the  covenant  he  laid,  He  hath 
hedged  me  about  that  1  cannot  get  out,  be  hath  made  my 
chain  heavy.  Aifo.when  I  cry  and  (bout,  he  fhucteth 
om  my  prayer,  who  in  the  day  of  his  flefh,  when  he  had 
offered  up  prayers  and  Applications  with  ftrong  crying 
and  tears,  unto  nun  that  was  able  to  fave  him  from  death, 
and  was  heard  in  that  he  reared ;  fee  Johnxwt.  Heb.  v, 
7»  8,9, 

r  unuerfland  as  he  faid,  he  hedged  me  about,  that  I 
cannot  get  out,  is  the  eternal  purpofe  of  Deity,  and  his 
cha.n  made  heavy  fhows,  the  heavy  curie  he  bore  for  us, 
wit:ch  he  could  not  be  freed  from,  until  juflice  was  fatis- 
fied,  and  tho  he  prayed  with  flrong  cries  and  tears,  in  the 
da?  s  of  his  fie ffi  unto  him  that  was  able  to  fave  him  from 
death,  and  was  heated  in  that  he  feared,  yet  was  not  faved 
from  death  ’till  he  had  gone  through  deash,  and  finiffied 
tue  work  his  fstner  had  given  him  to  do,  that  he  might 
'  1  captain  of  our  falvation,  be  made  perfeA  through 
Offering,  for  us  ;  who  faid  in  the  days  of  his  flefh,  fac- 
rifice  and  offerings  thou  wouldeft  not,  but  a  body  haft 
thou  prepared  me,  and  lo  I  come,  &c.  as  is  faid,  But  of 
him  are  ye  in  Chrill  Jefus,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us 
wifdom  and  righteouinefs,  and  fanAificadon,  and  redemp- 
tion.  ■ 

1  hus  Chrift  came  and  flood  at  the  altar,  having  a  go3« 
den  cenfer,  and  there  was  given  unto  him  much  incenfe, 
that  he  fhould  offer  it  with  the  prayers  of  all  iaints  upota 
the  golden  altar,  which  was  before  the  throne  j  Heb.  is. 
10.  1  Cor.  C  30.  Rev.  viii.  3.  Heb.  x.  5,  6,  7.  Thus 
3  underfland  Chrift  came  once  in  the  end  of  the  world, 
that  is,  in  the  end  of  the  ceremonies  and  facnfices  of  the 
lav/  of  Mofes,  that  in  his  prepared  body  as  a  golden  and 

perfeft 
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p-rfe&  center,  to  which  was  given  by- Deity,  much  ia? 
cenfej  as  all  the  perfedtions  of  God,  full  of  grace  and 
truth,  that,  was  needed  to  fu.pport  him  through  this  luffer- 
ing  war,  for  he  had  an  ear  to  hear,  for  his  brethren,  that 
•word  of  truth  ;  Rev.  xiit.  io,— He  that  Icadeth  into  cap¬ 
tivity  {hall  go  into  captivity  :  he  that  killeth  with  the 
{word  mud  be  killed  with  the  fword.  Here  is  the  pati¬ 
ence  and  faith  of  the  faints.  So  lhat  thefe,  and  all  tbs 
graces  of  God  chat  mankind  ftand  in  need  of,  are  in  him, 
and  were  exerciled  by  him  in  the  days  of  his  flefla  j 
therefore  it  was  ncceffary  tor  our  lake,  (yet  altho  hu 
prayer  which  he  offered  with  the  prayers  of  all  faints,  as 
he  could  offer  no  other  in  the  office  os  a  faviour  was 
heard,)  in  this  he  learnt  how  to  wait  patiently  for  the 
Lord,  to  deliver  him  and  his  brethren, by  him  from  death, 
in  his  own  time  ;  fee  Pia.  xl.  t,  2,  3*  P*a*  xxxvii.  7,. 
Lam.  iii*  2b.  d  hus  in  the  travel  of  ins  foul,  he  learnt 

that,  when  he  was  reviled  he  reviled  not  again,  when  he 

was  perfecuted  he  fuffered  it  patiently,  and  opened  not 
his  mouth. 

Again  ;  When  his  enemies  had  fpit  in  his  face;  fo 
he  laid,  Ifa.  v.  6,— l  hid  not  my  face  from  ffiame  and  I  pit¬ 
ting;  and  bruifed  him, that  his  vifage  was  more  marred  than 
any  man,  he  hath  no  form  or  comlincls,  and  when  we 
fhali  fee  l«tm  sbers  is  no  beauty  that  we  fhould  defire  him, 
for  he  bore  the  iniquities  of  the  whole  world,  under 
which  burden  his  foul  was  prtfied  ;  here  ne  was  number¬ 
ed  with  the  tranfgreffors,  and  laid,  I  am  a  brother  to  dra¬ 
gons, _ Job  xxx.  29.  Well  might  he  fay  when  under 

his  father’s  wrath  for  its,  Behold  1  am  preffed  under  you, 
as  a  cart  is  preffed,  that  is  full  of  fheaves  ;  Amos  ii.  13* 
| fa.  i.  24,  25,  26,  27.  Thus  the  Lord  laid  his  hand 

heavy  upon  him. 

Therefore  faith  the  Lord, the  Lord  of  hofts,the  mighty 
one  of  Ifrael,  Ah,  I  will  eafe  me  of  mine  adverfaries,  and 
avenge  me  of  mine  enemies  ;  Hof.  xi.  8.  Lam.  iii.  33» 
24,  26  ;  and  I  will  turn  my  hand  upon  thee;  and 

purely  purge  away  thy  drofs  and  take  away  all  thy  tin  t 
Hof.  i.  3.  5.  Rom.  x.  3.  Phil.  iii.  2  j  and  1  will  reftore 
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rty  judge,  a.«  the  firft,  .od  thy  eounfellor,  «  «  th# 

peginning,  afterwards  thou- (halt  be  called  the  city  of 

^gmcoulnefs,  che  faub^i  cuy:  J'a.  x.  17,  ,8.  Rev, 

f  ’  j*7'  Zlon  ,fha!l.  redeemed  with  judgment  and 
her  convert,  with  righteowfnefs.  Rev.  orff.  7.  ^Cv  XIX 

« A"J  tiC,dcftrU^ion  of  'be  tranfgreffors  and  of  the 

! v  n  /*  Jhallrle  t08c'her,  and  they  that  foriake  the  -  Lord 
*ha,i  fo  confumed.  Rev.  xxii.  15. 

I  learn  by  what  the  prophet  faith,  the  purpofe  of  God 
«nd  his  way  in  deftroyiag  hi,  enemies,  and  reftoring  b>9 

Wmlhi  r'S*1  aV’ah  faid  alreadn  'bat  it  was  by 
What  God  exalted  with  his  right  hand  a  prince  and  * 

Ja/  oar,  tor  to  give  repentance  to  ifrael  and  forgivenefs 

of  fins.  ■  hus  it  was  when  this  exalted  prince  and  favi- 
our  was  in  the  belly  of  hell,  his  human  foul  prayed 
w  .en  they  were  crucifying  him,  faying,  Father  forgive 
them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do,  therefore  for  my 
fa.<e  t.ify  muff  be  excufed,  and  lay  not  this  fin  to  their 

f  .  rge  *  bt|lc  jhem  *rec  my  account,  O  my  fathee 
lee  me  orink  the  bitter  cup  for  them,  for  as  I  am  made 
lin  for  cnem,  fo  a,  I  bare  their  wicked  character,  their 
md  man  is  crucifyed  with  me,  that  the  body  of  fin  tyiighc 

.  6  '  T  *  *?r*,n  me’  a.nd  by  me,  is  the  prince  of  this 
worlujudged.  1  hus  fin  is  condemned  in  the  flefh  for 

f  man  finned  in  the  flefh,  fo  Chrift’s  dieing  in  the  fort* 
for  fin,  condemned  fin  in  thefofh.—For  we  wreftie  nos 
agaiof,  flefh  and  blood  butagainft  S  principals,  againft; 
power,  again  ft  the  rulers  of  the  darknefs  of  this  world 
againil  t'piritual  wicked  nefs  in  high  places,— Ephe.  vi. 
12.  So  our  bleiled  faviour  was  faithful  in  fighting  this 
battle  for  us,  as  is  faid  above,  and  I  will  turn  my  hand 
upon  nice,  and  purely  purge  away  thy  drofs.  Therefore* 
as  he  was  nailed  to  the  ar curled  tree,  the  (word  of  juftic* 
fmote him  till  it  was  fatisfied,  which  caufed  him  to  cry 
put,  I  third  for  the  finifliing  of  my  father’s  will  and 
reeling  rtaanpe  apd  guilt  for  his  brethren,  he  faid.  My 
God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaiting  ,nc  5  and  then 
trolling  in  Gud  he  laid.  Into  thy  hands  I  commend  nay 
fpirit,  and  lie  gave  up  the  ghvoft  ,  then  they  pierced  hjs 
|?jlc  with  a  fpear,  and  there  came  ou$  blood  and  water  t 


a$$e  fourth  time  he  bled  for  Tinners.  Now  as  this 
^as  fought  in  the  mind  of  Chrift  in  the  days  of  his  ftefh 
for  every  man,  who  tailed  death  for  every  man,  thm 
every  man  muft  have  a  right  to  it,  for  as  by  one  man, 
(as  a  federal  head  of  all  men  included  in  him)  fi»  enter¬ 
ed  into  the  world  ;  To  death  palled  upon  all  men,  for 
that  all  have  finned  $  and  Adam  was  a  figure  or  Chrift, 
and  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even  fo  in  Chrift  fhali  all  ba 
made  alive,  an  even  number. 

So  Chrift  as  a  redeemer  i$  the  federal  head, of  the  fam« 
family  to  make  them  alive  again,  he  being  their  elder 
brother,  by  whole  name  alone  they  are  made  alive,  for  h$ 
took  of  the  famefiefti  aqd  blood  with  them,  that  as  man 
finned  by  being  led  captive  by  flcfhly  loft,  their  mind* 
were  darkened,  fo  their  foul  Jtnned  and  died,  Chrift 
made  his  foul  (which  I  believe  is  the  principle  part  of  th® 
«arthy  man,)  an  offering  for  fin,  and  his  body  a  ficrific© 
to  fa v e  his  loft  brethren  from  death,  who  had  loft  their 
love  for,  or  feeling  of  humanity,  this  ruined  foci.ety  hap- 
pin'efs,  but  their  immortal  fpirit  did  not  fin,  for  immor¬ 
tal  nor  human  never  was  made  fubjedt  ro  vanity  or  bon¬ 
dage  as  the  creature  was,  if  it  had  it  could  not  have  been 
in  Hope. 

Therefore  Chrift  did  not  fuffer  in  his  immortal  fpirit 
Godhead  or  humanity,  only  in  character,  if  he  had,  ther« 
ffnuft  have  been  a  want  of  perfection  in  Deify,  neither 
could  it  have  been  faid  the  foundation  of  God  ftands  fure, 
and  the  Lord  knows  them  that  are  his.  2  Tim.  ii.  19. 
Now  as  the  great  day  of  God’s  wrath  is  come,  and  the, 
dead  fm$H  and  great  flood  before  the  judgment  feat,  and 
n<U  one  able  to  ft  and  for  themfclves,  nor  anlvver  one  word, 
fo  by  evidence  tryedand  condemned  by  the  law  of  Mo* 
fes  ;  but  as  their  representative  and  furety  appeared  for 
them,  and  they  in  him,  hefetting  upon  the  throne  of  his 
wifdqm.  was  able  as  has  been  laid,  to  anfwer  for  ail  and 
fet  them  free,  and  prdent  them  to  himfelf  without  blern- 
ifh,  which  was  theeffedl  of  his  coming  into  this  world, 
for  the  counfe!  of  God  fhali  (land,  and  he  will  do  all  his 
plealqre  $  fo  he  made  this  man  ftrangc  for  himfelf,  and 
hi  fair^hc  demanded  fvjU'fatiifadl'ion  for  all  his  brethren* 
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Therefore  as  wC  have  heard  he  bruifed  him  by  pmn* 
h’.rn  into  the  hands  of  the  wicked,  that  at  the  end  of  the 
weeks,  Dan.  ix.  26,  fhall  the  Mefllah  be  cut  old,  but  not 
for  hiinfeif,  but  for  our  offences  ;  and  in  the  troubled 
femies  of  this  war,  altho*  Michael  our  prince  fell  a  vic¬ 
tim  tojuftice,  and  was  fbin,  according  to  the  counfel  of 
Deity,  yet  he  had  power  to  take  his  life  again,  that 
through  death  he  might  deftroy  him  that  had  the  power 
of  death,  that  is  the  devil, and  by  his  righceoufnefs  deliver 
them  who  through  fear  of  death  were  all  their  life  time 
fuojeft  to  bondage,  at  this  time  God’s  people  were  de- 
1: veied,  every  one  that  fhall  be  found  written  in  the  book, 
choien  in  Chrifc  the  book  of  life.  Now  is  fulfilled  that 
which  was  fpoken  by  Haggai  the  prophet,  Hag.  it.  For 
ahus  faith  the  Lord  of  holts,  yet  once  it  is  a  little  while, 
and  I  will  fhake  the  heavens,  and  the  earth,  and  the  fea, 
and  tne  dry  land  ;  and  I  will  fhake  all  nations,  and  the 
defire  of  all  nations  fhall  come  :  and  1  will  fill  this  houfe 
with  glory,  faith  the  Lord  of  hoft. 

I  underftand  thefe  words  to  mean  what  the  Apoftle 
hid,  Hcb.  xii.  26,  57, — Whofe  voice  then  fhook  the 
but  now  he  hath  promifed,  laying,  yet  once  more 
I  flake  not  the  earth  only,  but  alfo  the  heavens.  And 
Erus  word  yet  once  more,  fignifieth  the  removing  of 
chore  things  that  are  fhaken,  as  ofthings  that  are  made., 
that  thoft  things  which  cannot  be  fhaken  may  remain. 
Here  we  learn  die  difference  between  the  fir  ft  and  the  fe«* 
cond  houfe;  the  former  houfe  was  eftabiifhed  by  a  law 
t)f  inflexible  juftice,  that  wiil  not  condemn  the  righteous 
nor  clear  the  guilty,  but  the  foul  that  fins  it  fhall  die.  So 
the  miniftration  of  this  holy  law  was  death,  that  none 
could  fee  its  glory,  but  Moles  as  a  type  of  Chrifi,  whom 
God  called  unco  him,  and  the  Lord  faid  unto  Moles, 
3Lo  I  come  unto  thee  in  a  thick  cloud,  that  the  people 
may  hear  when  1  fpeak  with  thee,  and  believe  forever  ; 
and  Mofes  cold  the  words  of  the  people  unto  the  Lord. 
H  ere  Mofes  appeared  as  a  mediator,  this  pointed  to 
Chrifc  ;  Mate.  xvii.  5, — While  he  yet  fpake,  behold  a 
bright  cloud  overfly  id  owed  them,  and  behold,  a  voice 
•ut  of  the  cloud  which  laid,  this  is  my  beloved  fon  in 
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whom  I  sits  well  pleafed,  hear  ye  him.  And  when  Mo** 
Jcs  had  heard  the  words  of  the  Lord  that  he  ihould  lav  w 
the  people,  and  when  on  the  third  day  in  the  morning 
it  came  to  pafs,  that  there  were  thunders  and  lightnings 
and  a  thick  cloud  upon  the  Mount,  and  the  voice  of  $ 
trumpet  exceeding  loud,  lo  that  all  the  people  that  was 
in  the  camp  trembled,  and  Mount  Siani  w  as  altcgcuiei- 
©n  a  fmoak,  bccaule  the  Lord  defeended  upon  it  in  fir*.* 
and  the  whole  Mount  quaked  greatly  ;  a  light  of  jukice 
makes  the  wicked  tremble  and  fhake,  then  tne  Lotd  laid 
unto  Mofcs,  go  down,  charge  the  people,  &c.  So  Mo- 
fts  went  down  unto  the  people,  and  fpake  unto  the-rn-,— «■ 
Exod.  xix.  25.  Then  he  begins  in  the  xx  chapter  to  de¬ 
clare  unto  the  people  the  ten  moral  precepts,  which  was 
the  law  of  commandment  that  was  aeded  becaule  of 
tranfgrelTion,  to  which  was  added  the  ceremonial  facri- 
fices,  as  in  Heb.  ix,  which  wes  a  figure  for  the  time  t h c si 
prefent,  in  which  were  offered  both  gifts  and  facnnccs* 
that  could  not  make  him  chat  did  the  fervice  perfect 
pertaining  to  the  conference,  wbuh  flood  only  in  me  at# 
and  drinks,  and  divers  wafhings,  and  carnal  ordinances, 
impofed  on  them,  until  the  time  of  reformation.  Now 
when  Mole's  had  read  the  law,  and  all  the  people  faw 
thunderings  and  lightnings,  and  the  none  of  the  trumpet* 
and  the  mountains  fmoaking,  they  removed  and  hood 
afar  off,  this  wasfo  terrible  they  laid  to  Moles  i peak  thou 
with  us,  and  we  will  hear,  but  let  not  God  Ipeak  wita 
us  left  wc  die. 

Therefore  the  law  being  holy  and  the  commandment 
holy,  and  they  carnal  fold  under  (in,  could  not  endure 
that  which  was  commanded.  And  Moles  laid  unto  the 
people,  Fear  not  for  God  is  come  to  prove  you,  that  his, 
fear  may  be  before  your  faces,  that  ye  fin  not.  And  the 
people  flood  afar  off,  and  Moles  drew  near  unto  the  tn*nc 
darknefs  where  God  was,  altho*  this  is  faid  to  be  thick 
darknefs  where  God  was,  as  it  appeared  to  the  people, 
yet  Mofes  as  a  type  of  Chrift  was  come  to,  and  did  fee 
Mount  Zion,  the  city  of  the  living  God,  and  to  J  eff  s 
the  mediator  of  the,  new  covenant  \  lee,  Heb.  xiu  18  to 
the?.  25  i  and  the  people  left  Mofes  here,  as  they  did 
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en  he  fuffered.  And  the  Leri  fait*  unto  K?#- 
*ts>  !a,'JS  thou  ina-c  fay  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael,  ve  have 
j  n. tiUt  *  ‘’1?ve  talked  with  you  from  heaven  ;  fee  N«. 
?  *  i'1'  ‘ o*  ^  */•*.  7,  15,  9.  Then  the  Lord  give*  Mo* 

lcs  commandments,  ftatute*  and  judgments,  with  abfo* 
-me  dirfftiofiss,  how  this  houfe  is  to  be  built  and  th» 
aljjion  of  ir,  and  all  the  materials  of  which  it  confided, 
with  all  the  facriftces  and  ordinances,  and  the  Lord  fa-da 
•  e  llVih  make  with  me  God's  of  filver,  neither  Ibail 
ye  make  onto  you  God’s  of  gold  ;  an  altar  of  earth  thou 
Ouit  make  unto  me  and  fhall  facrificc  thereon  in  all 
places  where  1  record  my  name  I  will  come  unto  thre0 
and  will  blefs  thee.  And  if  thou  wilt  make  me  an  altar 
or  uone  thou  fhalt  fiot  build  it  of  hewn  (tone,  for  if  thov* 

It. tup  thy  tool  upon  ir,  thou  haft  polluted  it,  fwiefe 

Trans  wifdom.)  v 

1  his  houfe  therefore  was  glorious,  as  wifdom  hacS 
.aimoned  it  to  be  a  corn-pleat  figure  of  Chrift  the  lecond 
houfe  :  as  this  was  built  of  earth  it  mull  be  difolved.but 
if  me  miniftration  of  death  written  and  engraven  in  ftones 
was  glorious,  lb  that  the  children  of  Ifrael  could  not 
ftedfaftly  behold  the  face  of  Mofes,  for  the  glory  of  his 
countenance,  which  glory  was  to  be  done  away  j  Exod,' 
Axxiv.  30  :  How  ihall  not  the  miniftration  of  the  foiris 
be  rather  glorious  ?  fee  2  Cor.  ii. 

Here  the  Apoftle  makes  a  very  clear  diftimftion  be¬ 
tween  the  difpctdation  of  the  law  that  was  given  by  Mo¬ 
fes,  and  the  dilpenfation  of  grace  and  troth  that  came  by 
Jelus  Chrift,  the  law  of  the  fpirit  of  life.  The  Apoftle 
recommends  the  law,  Rom.  vit.  to  be  holy,  and  the  com¬ 
mandments  holy,  juft,  and  good  ;  Pfa.  xix.  j,  8,  9,  jo, 
11  ;  was  then  that  which  is  good,  made  death  unto  me  f 
God  forbid,  but  fin  that  it  might  appear  fin,  working 
death  in  me  by  that  which  is  good,  that  fin  by  the  com¬ 
mandment  might  become  exceeding  finful  ;  Pro.  is.  17^ 
18,  — Her  gueft  in  the  depth  of  hell,  thus  fin  taking  cc- 
cafion  by  the  commandment,  deceived  me,  and  by  it 
flew  me  ;  for  we  know  that  the  law  is  fpiritual,  but  I 
am  carnal  fold  under  fin,  the  Apoftle  doth  not  in  the  lead; 
lay  any  fault  to  the  law,  as  being  the  cauic  of  his  death 


fj  -  *  •;  - 

and  eendcntmtion,  but  fays  she  caufc  of  his  death 
his  being  drawn  away  of  his  own  lull  to  fin  againft  the 
Juft  law,  fo  that  by  the  holinefs  of  the  law,  the  finner 
rnuft  die,  for  this  law  never  did  condemn  the  righteous, 
nor  juftify  the  wicked  ;  becaufe  the  minds  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  men  were  blinded,  through  the  deceitfulnels  of 
fin,  which  caufed  Moles  to  put  a  veil  over  his  face,  that 
they  could  not  look  to  the  end  of  that  which  is  abolifiied, 
ihis  wail  of  unbelief  and  darknefs  remainefh  untaken  *- 
way,  in  the  reading  of  h^oles  and  the  old  Tcffanicn^, 
which  vail  is  done  away  in  Chrift,  for  Chrift  is  the  end 
of  the  law  for  righteonfnefs  to  every  one  that  believed), 
for  Mofes  deferibeth  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  thf 
law,  that  the  man  that  doth  thofe  things  fhall  Jive  by 
them  ;  Rom.  #.  4,  5*  Gal.  iii,  Hcb.  xiii>  Lev, 


k viti.  5.  Matt.  ##.  16. 

N  OW  Jcfus  Chrift  by  being  the  end  of  the  Jaw,  did 
$iot  make  void  the  law  but  by  the  fulfilling  the  lavf 
for  us,  therefore  the  law  being  fulfilled  and  jatisfied,  fin 
was  dead,  for  the  law  had  no  demands  againft  us  tQ 
(tondenm  us  5  for  Chrift  having  forgiven  us  all  trefpaftes, 
blotting  out  the  hand  writing  of  ordinances  that  was 
againft  us,  which  wc  could  not  get  life  by*  Thtfe  h<^ 
took  out  of  the  way,  nailing  it  to  his  crofs,  and  ^having, 
fpoiled  principalities  arid  powers,  he  made  a  fhew  of 
them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in  it,  which  are  $ 
Shadow  of  things  to  come,  but  the  body  is  of  Chrift. 

Thus  Chrift  lived  up  to,  and  did  fulfil  every  title  of 
the  righteous  law  and  did  live  by  them,  and  then  1  u.fter* 
ed  the  penalty  of  the  lav/ due  to  us  for  {in,  when  Mount 
Sinai  was  all  on  fire,  and  did  thunder  and  lightning,  arid 
the  voice  of  a  trumpet  exceeding  lorid, which  voice  ihook 
riot  cniv  the  earth,  but  as  the  prophet  {aid,  before  cited. 
Tec  once  a  little  while,  I  will  fha&e  the  heavens,  and  the 
earth,  and  the  iea,  and  the  dry  land,  arid  all  nations,  and 
glie  defire  of  all  nations  fhall  come,  who  was  ftuken  for 
all  nations*  that  the  darts  from  the  law  did  iniite  the 
tfnan  that  was  God*s  fellow,  arid  put  his  righteous  foul  In 
an  agony.  This  is  the  time  the  Apoftie  mention* 

cited*  by  this  voice  once  mots  he  hath  promifed^ 


%Inf ,  I  ft  alee  not  the  earth  only,  but  alfo  the  hemai  g 
•  ihiB  dreadiul  voice  of  God's  wrath  from  Mount  SioaL 
•gain ft  fin,  made  the  dear  jefos  to  (hake  and  tremble* 
in  (Ins  time  of  his  finguiar  trouble,  the  vail  of  the  tem- 
ple  was  rent  in  twain  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  the 
earth  heard  and  did  quake,  the  rocks  rent,  the  fun  in  the 
heavens  rciufcd  to  fhine,  that  there  was  darkndi  over  all 
tar  land  tor  three  hours,  lo  drat  all  nature  was  in  a  con¬ 
sul  fi  on* 

This  voice  once  more  fhook  heaven  alfo,  which  I  take 
to  he  the  firft  houfc,  the  fir  ft  covenant,  which  had  or¬ 
dinances  of  divine  fervicc,  and  a  worldly  fan&uary,  &c. 
end  after  the  fecond  vail,  the  tabernacle,  which  is  called 
I  he  holieft  of  all,  &cfc  7  his  vifible  houfe  mads  witk 

hands,  with  all  the  laws,  ordinances,  and  commandments* 
*nd  divers  walkings,  &e,  and  was  consecrated  for  holy 
Service,  fo  was  called  heavenly,  as  they  are  fhadows  of 
good  things  to  come.  This  heaven  was  fhaken,and  this 
vvord  yet,  once  more  figniftes  the  removing  of  thofe 
things  that  are  fhaken,  as  of  things  that  are  made  j  th%i 
ihofe.  things  that  cannot  be  (haken  may  remain  j  this  that 
remains  is  Chrift,  w  ho  now  appears  in  his  rcfurredtiois 
power  and  God  head 5  and  as  all  things  according  to 
the  feripture  r hat  God  had  determined  concerning  him  was 
fulfilled,  he  laid,  father  into  tny  hand  I  commend  my 
Ipirit,  as  if  he  had  fuid,  here  am  I  and  the  children  thae 
thou  had  given  me,  and  gave  up  the  ghoft,  and  as  it  it 
appointed  unto  men  once  to  die,  but  after  this  the  judg¬ 
ment. — So  Chrift  was  once  offered  to  bear  the  fins  of 
many. 

1  his  was  the  day  God  had  appointed  to  judge  the 
world  in  righteoufnefs  by  him,  for  as  he  had  made  av 
end  of  fins  and  made  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and 
bring  in  ever  la  ft  in  g  righteoufnefs,  and  to  leal  up  the  vi- 
fion  and  prophecy,  and  to  annoint  the  moft  holy  $  he- 
caufc  he  as  the  captain  of  our  falvation  fought  the  battle 
for  us,  and  as  there  was  none  to  help  him,  his  own  arm 
brought  falvanon  unto  him,  and  his  fury  it  upheld  him* 
and  his  righteoufnefs  it  fuftained  him,  and  had  gene 
through  the  time  of  the  gteateft  trouble*  that  ever  was 
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fince  there  was  a  nation  to  that  time ,  nt  that  time  God's 
people  were  delivered,  as  has  been  before  laid.  And  now' 
snaking  it  appear  true  what  he  told  the  people,  that  silked 
ef  him  a  fign,  he  gives  this  as  the  hft  and  only  fign,  as 
that  of  the  prophet  Jonah  5  that  as  Jonah  was  three  days 
and  three  nights  in  the  fifties  belly,  fo  ftull  the  fon  of 
man  be  three  days  and  three  nights  in  the  heart  of  the 
aarth. 

This  pointed  to  his  refurrc&ion  on  the  third  day, whick 
proved  true*,  that  ahho*hewaa  crucified  and  (lain  for  the, 
fins  of  the  people,  he  had  power  to  take  his  life  again, 
and  having  made  a  full  expiation  for  the  fins  of  tha 
whole  world,  fo  he  arofe  for  their  jollification  j  here  I 
believe  was  the  time  and  place  of  judgment,  under  the 
fun,  that  wickednefs  was  there,  which  was  manifefted  by 
she  cruelty  wherewith  they  treated  the  juft  one,  and  th® 
place  of  righceoufncfs  and  iniquity  was  there,  becaufa 
they  killed  the  righteous  one ;  A6h  if.  23,  24*  And 
when  Paul  had  declared  his  religion  by  faying,  But  this 
I  cdnfefs  unto  thee,  that  after  the  way  which  they  call 
fcerefy,  fo  worfhip  I  the  God  of  my  fathers,  believing  all 
things  which  are  written  in  the  law  and  the  prophets  ; 
{he  laid  thus,)  and  have  hope  towards  God,  which  they 
ihemfelves  alls  allow,  that  there  fhill  be  a  refurredtion  of 
the  dead,  both  of  the  juft  and  unjuft- ;  A6t  %xxiv*  14,15. 
The  fame  as  in  John  v.  ft#,  29;  All  that  are  in  the 
graves  fhali  hear  his  voice,  and  (hall  come  forth  :  t key 
shat  have  done  good  unco  the  refurredtion  of  life,  and 
they  that  have  done  evil  unto  the  rcfurrc&ion  of  damna¬ 
tion. 

The  graves  I  take  means  the  fra  of  affliction,  and 
death  that  hath  pafled  upon  all  men,  for  all  have  finned* 
and  hell  a  flare  of  confinement  and  condemnation,  that 
all  mankind  is  under  becaufe  of  tranlgreffion  ;  fee  Rev* 
*#.  13,  14,15.  Here  the  fea,  death,  and  hell,  did  giv# 
and  deliver  up  the  dead  which  were  in  them.  The  rea¬ 
son  of  thefe  places  delivering  up  the  dead  that  were  in 
them,  was  this,  that  Chrift  who  had  promifed  them  fay¬ 
ing,  I  will  ranfom  them  from  the  power  of  the  grave  j  I 
will  it£$m  ihew  freoa  $udr9  $  deatfe  \  will  be  tb$ 
||  §  v’  gUguijj 
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fft3goe$  g  O  gfa?c  1  will  be  thy  dtftrufluon  §  repf 
fbaji  be  hid  from  mine  eyes,— Hofea  xiii.  14.  h  for  the 
gifts  arid  calling  of  God  arc  without  repentance, — Rom* 
f1*  i  the  wages  of  fin  is  death,  hut  the  gift  of  God 
is  eternal  life,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,— Rooi„ 

Now  as  Chrift  arofefronn  the  grave,  there  was  a  refur- 
feaion  both  of  the  juft  and  unjuft  5  for  God  railed  up 
JefuS|  having  looted  the  pains  of  death,  becaute  it  was 
not  poflible  that  he  ftiould  be  holden  of  it,  for  his  foul 
Was  not  left  in  hell,  neither  his  ftefti  did  tee  corruption  1 
Daniel  faith,  many  of  them  that  deep  in  the  dull  of  the 
earth  Hull  awake,  fome  to  cverlafting  life,  and  fume  ta 
fturnc  and  everlafting  contempt  Dan.  xii.  a.  The 
fame  as  condemnation  or  damnation  which  appears  ob¬ 
vious  from  this,rhat  he  that  believeth  not  is  condemned 
sdready  ;  John  tti ,  x£>  ;  and  in  Tim*  v0  ic.  — Having 
damnation  becaufethev  have  caft  oft  their  firft  faith.  1 
believe  the  lame  is  to  be  underltood  by  the  dry  bones  in 
Ezek.  xxxvii.  21,— Then  he  faid  unto  me,  fpn  of  man,, 
thete  bones  are  the  whole  houfe  oflirae),  behold  they  fay 
our  bones  are  dried,  our  hope  is  loft,  we  are  cut  off  for 
our  part.  Thefe  dry  bones  fignify  the  who!^  world  vf 
mankind  reckoned  in  unbelief*  that  he  nrght  have  mer¬ 
cy  on  all  ;  and  the  noifc  and  the  lhaking,  when  the 
bon^s  come  together,  iigniftes  God^s  jeaiouiy,  and  this, 
fire  of  his  wrath  agaftift  wicked  nds ;  Ezekiel  xx\ix,  19. 
Afts  it,  2,  And  as  finews  and  ftefii  came  upon  therm 
end  fk:n  covered  them,  this  is  a  preparing  for  breath,thas 
came  from  the  four  wusds,  and  breathed  upon  thefe  flam 
that  they  may  live*  Now  thcle  (lain  are  they  that  die  m 
the  firft  Adam,  and  are  made  alive  by  the  relurredlion  of 
Chrift;  fee  Rev.  xi,  1 1 .  Rev.  xiv.  u  Hofea  h  so.  11. 
It  appears  by  thefe  words  that  the  whole  band  of  wick- 
edneu  was  combined  atone  time,  to  devour  one  another* 
agairnt  which  the  Lord  will  execute  his  judgments  and 
fcatter  the  remnant  into  nil  the  winds;  Eze.  v.  10. 
Zzch.  ii%  6.  Jer*  xlix.  31. 

1  his  i«  maiptefted  by  Ifraer#  faying,.  Owr  bones  are 
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jht  whole  honfe  of  Ifrae),  I  underhand  tht  jewifh  nation 
shat  was  under  she  Mofaiek  dilpenfation,  vvhp  had  all 
the  privileges  of  the  moral  law:  in  this  refpeft  God 
called  there!  his  peculiar  people  $  but  when  the  three  of 
reformation  came,  that  Chrift  appeared  once  in  the  end  or 
the  wor!d,t.f.  the  end  of  the  law  dilpenfation, to  putaway 
f3a  by  the  facrifke  of  himfelf*  and  had  broken  down  the 
middle  wail  of  partition  between  the  Jew*  and  Gentile*, 
having  abeflifhed  in  his  flefli  the  enmitv,  the  law  of  com¬ 
mandment,  that  he  mignt  reconcile  both  unco  God  in 
one  body  by  the  crofs,  having  (lain  the  enmity  thereby, 
fee  at  large  Ephe.  it.  By  this  manifeftstion,  all  their  de- 
pendance  of  obtaining  juftification  by  the  deedsof  the 
law  failed,  their  hope  loft,  and  they  were  cut  off  from 
trufting  to  their  own  works,  tho-  llrael  were  according  to 
Jaw,  called  the  natural  branches,  yet  becaufe  of  unbelief 
Were  broken  off,  and  fo  called  the  fuolifh  virgins  that  had 
no  oil  in  their  lamps,  and  their  lamps  went  out,  that  tha 
difpenfation  of  the  univerfal  love  of  God  in  the  gofpel 
might  be  giver,  to  the  Gentiles  alfo. 

If  we  read  with  carefulnefs  Rom.  xi.  we  may  fee  plain¬ 
ly,  that  God’s  love  in  Chrift  Jefus?  was  univei tally  equal 
and  free  to  all  Adam’s  offspring,  which  is  manifefted  by 
the  drv  bones  that  was  (lain,  receiving  life  by  the  fpirit 
of  God,  and  flood  upon  their  feet  an  exceeding  great  ar¬ 
my,  which  John  mentions  in  Rev.  xiv.  I,  before  ci  ed  j 
-r- And  I  looked,  and  lo,  a  Lamb  flood  on  the  mourn 
Zion  ;  and  with  him  an  hundred  forty  and  fourthoufand, 
(a  certainty  for  an  uncertainty),  haying  his  father’s  rum® 
written  in  their  foreheads.  Thefe  are  they  whofe  life 
was  hid  with  Chrift  in  God,  when  it  was  (aid,  thruft  in 
thy  fickle  and  re^p,  for  the  time  is  come  tor  thee  to  reap, 
for  the  barveft  of  the  earth  is  ripe.  Here  is  the  heathen 
Gentiles  by  praftife  and  the  profiling  Ifrad  :  Pfa.  is.  6* 
7 ,  8.  Pfa,  lxxii.  8,  15.  Matt.  wt.  10.  All  nations  gath¬ 
ered  in  Chrift,  as  he  was  made  fin  for  us,  for  what  the 
law  could  not  do  in  that  it  was  weak  through  the  flefb*, 
God  fending  his  own  fon,  in  the  likends  of  finful  fle£ht 
and  for  fin  condemned  fm  in  the  fiefh,— Rom.  vtiL  3. 
3|y  this  we  fee  the  law  could  not  forgive  fin,  nor  dear  the 


I 


(—12  6—y 


t 


suiltf,  and  as  all  flcfli  became  guilty  before  GotS,  f®  si 
condemned  by  law,  for  it  is  not  poflible  that  the  blood 
or  bulls  and  of  goats  fhould  take  away  fin  j  Heb.  x.  4. 
See  alfo  Heb.  viz.  iS,  19  ;  for  there  is  verrily  a  d  fannul. 
ling  of  the  commandment  going  before,  for  the  weak- 
rcli  and  unprofitablenef*  thereof}  for  the  law  mad® 
nothing  perfed,  but  the  bringing  in  of  a  better  hope  did, 

by  tne  which  we  draw  nigh  unto  God;  1  Pet.  it.  24  | 

who  his  own  feif  bare  our  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the 
cree, — Heb.  ix.  £8. 

Thus  it  appears  by  what  the  Prophets  and  Apoftle* 
eeciarc,  that  the  appointed  time  for  God  to  judge  ih* 
fiseathen,  was  when  Chrift  was  crucified  ;  then  the  fick¬ 
le  was  thruft  in  t»  gather  the  earth,  for  the  harveft  was 
tope,  multitudes  in  the  valley  of  decifion,  for  the  day  of 
fhe  Lord  it  near  in  the  valley  of  decifion,  (that  it)  tb« 
determining  or  ending  of  2  controverfy.  Now  as  God 
faid  in  joel  Hi.  1 2,— Let  the  heathen  be  awakened  and 
some  up  to  the  valley  of  Jehofhapat,  for  there  will  1  fit 
tojudgeall  the  Heathen  round  about.  But  it  was  not 
them  called  the  heathen  only,  that  God  had  a  control 
verfy  with,  and  will  judge,  but  Ifrael  that  is  called  hi* 
«wn  chofen  people  ;  fee  Micah  vi.  2,— Hear  ye,  Q 
mountains,  the  Lord’s  controverfy,  and  ye  ftrong  foun¬ 
dations  of  the  earth,  for  the  Lord  hath  a  controverfy 
with  his  people,  and  he  will  plead  with  Ifrael.  Hof.  iv. 

Hear  the  word  of  the  Lard,  ye  children  of  Ifrael, 
for  the  Lord  hath  a  controverfy  with  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Land  ;  Jfere.  xxv.  26  to  the  34. 

1  hus  we  find  that  the  Prophets  of  the  Lord,  til  agre® 
rtt  the  ejtfenuve  limitation  of  this  untverfal  controverfy, 
that  to  all  kingdoms  and  nations,  and  to  all  flefh,  with¬ 
out  exception  it  did  ex, end  ;  And  the  flam  of  the  Lord 
iliad  be  at  that  day  fro  n  one  end  of  the  earth  even  unto 
the  other  end  of  the  earth,  &c.  and  evil  fball  go  forth 
trorn  nation  to  nation  :  and  the  wicked  the  Lord  will 
give  to  the  fword.  1  hef'e  wicked  I  take  to  be  what  ig> 
meant  by  G  tgand  Magog  that  was  gathered  together  to 
battle,  and  compaffed  the  camps  of  the  faints  about,  and- 
the  beloved  city,  and  fire  came  do  we  from  God  out  of 
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tfcesvsn  and  devoured  them,— fee  Rev.  #*.  5,  Th« 
enemies  of  the  church  of  (Thrift,  in  number  as  the  fand 
ofthefea:  Joel  m\  14,— Multitudes  in  the  valley  of 
dccifion,  for  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  near  in  the  valley 
€>f  dccifion,  as  before  f»id,  which  is  the  place  cf  judg¬ 
ment,  and  wiekednefs  was  there,  and  the  place  of  right- 
cuulnef?;,  and  iniquity  was  there  $  and  God  judgetk 
both  the  righteous  and  the  wicked* 

Here  it  was  before  this  judgment  feat,  that  all  botk 
the  righteous  and  the  wicked  appeared,  to  bejudged  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  works,  at  has  been  often  laid  before. 
Now  as  there  was  none  able  to  ftand  in  the  day  of  God's 
wrath,  but  the  only  righteous  .Lamb  of  God,  whom  the 
father  upheld,  who  being  made  fin  for  us  :  who  i$  tha 
true  vine  :  that  when  it  is  faid,  thruft  in  thy  fliarp  fick¬ 
le,  and  gather  the  cluftersof  the  wine  of  the  earth,  for 
her  grapes  are  fully  ripe  ;  Rev,  xix.  15,  1  6  5  Ch rift's 
fufferings,  and  the  angel  thruft  in  his  fickle  into  the 
earth,  and  gathered  the  vine  of  the  earth,  and  caft  it  into 
the  great  wine  prefs  of  the  wrath  of  God  5  fee  Rev,  xiv» 
Joel  Hi.  13,  it  h  faid, — Put  ye  in  the  fickle  for  the  bar- 
veft  is  ripe,  (fpeaking  to  juftice)  come  get  you  clow® 
for  the  prefs  is  full,  the  fats  ova  flow,  for  their  wicked* 
Bcis  is  great, 

I  conclude  this  vine  is  Chrift,  and  the  clufiers  of  the 
vine  of  the  earth,  I  take  to  be  finfui  men.  that  Chrift 
the  vine  was  in  affinity  with,  both  in  fpirit  and  flefti,  or 
earth  ;  in  fpirit  by  an  eternal  union,  in  the  divine  nature  § 
in  the  fleffi,  as  he  was  made  flefh  and  did  partake  part 
of  the  fame  with  the  children,  that  he  might  die  for  them, 
and  this  was  the  time  her  grapes  are  fully  ripe  j  the 
wicked  nation,  the  ungodlineis  of  men,  the  adversary 
called  the  fpirits  of  deidls,  as  fpite  and  envy,  that  was 
let  to  go  upon  the  breadth  of  (he  earth,  and  cornpsffed 
the  camp  of  the  faints  about,  and  the  beloved  city,  this 
camp  and  city  was  Jefus  Chrift,  in  whom  the  faints  wer $ 
hid  ;  and  Gog  and  Magog  fignifies  men  walking  in  un¬ 
belief,  being  ftrangers  to  God,  and  haters  of  good,  the 
wicked  bands  that  fkw  Chrift  9  fee  Ifa,  hi.  5.  Eph t.-iu 


1 

M 


11 1  ff 


* 


I 


M" 


:A 


s*jM 


»  ‘  • 


fi 
vte  4 

1  4  i 

H 


FI  8 


1 

ji.  w  ’ 
-V  f  ' 


hi 


•  » 


V  i  i* 


^  1 — 1 


Then  it  fim,  and  fire  came  dowri  from  God  Out  of 


heaver)  and  devoured  them. 

T  his  was  God's  love  and  faithfulnefa  manifefted  in 
Chnft  Jefus  to  a  Gnful  world  of  mankind,  that  wheri 
this  blefled  vi&or,  had  fulfilled  his  father^  will  and  fn- 
2lhed  hit  work,  and  died  for  a!!,  becaufe  all  were  dead  5 
who  came  in  the  liken.efs  of  fmful  fkfh,  and  for  fin  con¬ 
demned  fin  in  the  fiefh3  for  Chrift  aifo  hath  once  fuffer- 
ed  for  fins,  the  juft  for  the  iinjuft  that  he  might  bring  us 
10  God,  being  put  to  death  in  the  fiefh,  but  quickened 
-by  the  fpirir;  Ice  2  Cor.  v.  14.  Rom.  vitL  3.  1  Per* 
♦V*.  !  8.  And  as  fire  came  down  from  God  out  of  heav¬ 
en,  and  devoured  the  wicked;  figmfies  ChrifPs  rifing 
from  death  and  hell,  being  boM  again,  he  lees  the  travel 
of  his  foul  and  is  fitisfied. 

So  Chrill  being  failed  on  the  third  day  and  loafed 
from  the  pains  of  death,  and  having  ipoiled  principali¬ 
ties  and  powers,  he  made  a  fiiew  of  them,  openly  tri¬ 
umphing  over  in  it.  Col.  it.  15.  3  Cor.  xv.  55.  He 
having  done  good,  did  hear  the  voice  of  God,  and  came 
forth  out  of  the  grave  unto  the  re  fur  reft  ion  of  life,  and 
with  him  all  the  father  had  given  him,  whofc  name* 
was  found  written  in  the  Book,  thefe  he  did  prefenc  to 
himlelf,  a  glorious  church  without  biemifh  ;  Ephe.  v9 
xxv it.  Tit.  n.  14.  Song  //.  14,  and  Song  iv.  2.  Thy 
teeth  are  like  a  fi  :ck  of  fncep,  that  are  even  fhorn,  whiefe 
come  up  from  the  walking,  &c.  being  cleanled  in  the 
blood  of  Chrift  ;  thefe  are  called  the  fheep*  but  the 
wicked  are  called  the  goats. 

Thus  the  fon  of  man  came  in  his  glory  and  ail  his. ho 
Jy  angels  with  him, and  fit  upon  the  throne  of  his  wifdpm, 
and  before  him  fhall  be  gathered  all  nations,  and  h.€ 
ihail  ferpar ate  them  one  from  another,  the  lain ts  on  h;a 
right  hand,  and  the  wicked  on  the  left.  Now  is  manu 
fefted  that  Zion  is  redeemed  with  judgment,  and  her 
converts  with  righteoufnefs  ;  well  might  the  Prophet 
with  admiration  lay,  in  i fa.  Ixiii,— Who  is  ibis ■  that  com- 
cth  from  Edom,  with  dyed  garments,  from  Bozrah  ?  t bis 
that  is  glorious  in  his  apparel,  travelling  in  the  greacncj* 
*>f  his  ftreugth*  1  that  fpeak  in  righteoufnefs  mighty  to 

favs. 


B'vCo  I  hare  trodden  the  wine  prcfs  alone,  of  the  people 
none  with  me,  fori  will  tread  them  in  mine  anger,  and 
trample  them  in  mine  fury,,  and  their  blood  fhall  be 
fprinkled  upon  my  garments,  for  the  day  of  vengeance 
j?  in  my  heart,  and  the  year  of  my  redeemed  Is  come* 
Thus  wheo  the  captain  of  our  falvation  had  finilhed  all 
his  fufferings  he  refled  from  his  labour  and  his  works* 
follow  him,  which  was  manifefted  by  his  refurredtion 
from  the  dead,  who  is  the  only  righteous  one  that  did 
good  unto  the  refurre&ion  of  life,  who  only  had  power 
to  come  forth  unto  this  life;  who  had  deftroyed  death 
sad  hell,  and  blotting  out  the  hand  writing  of  ordinan¬ 
ces  that  was  agaihft-us,  which  was  contrary  to  us,  and 
took  it  out  of  the  way,  nailing  it  to  his  cro ft  ;  thus  by 
his  lufFerings,  and  fulfilling  the  law  for  us,  fo  wc  became 
righteous.  He  fpoiled  principalities  and  powers,  and 
made  a  fhew  or  them  optnIy,triumphing  over  them  in  if* 
as  has  before  been  mentioned  ;  and  as  Chriit  who  is 
God’s  fellow,  and  the  true  (hepherd  of  the  Cheep,  was  ta¬ 
ken,  judged,  and  by  juftice,  according  to  law  and  cvN 
deuce,  fmitten  and  flam  by  his  father’s  giving  him  up 
into  the  hands  of  the  wicked  for  us. 

Now  as  a  conqueror  oyer  all  his  enemies,  having 
isfied  law  and  juftice  for  us,  tQ  fimfh  the  rramgreffioni 
and  to  make  an  end  o!  fins, and  to  make  reconciliation 
for  iniquity,  and  to  bring  in  everiafting  nghteoufoefs* 
and  to  leal  up  the  vifion  and  prophecy,  and  to  anoint  the 


mod  holy,  Dan,  ix.  24, before  mentioned. 

So  by  the  fame  law,  juftice  and  evidences,  by  which 
he  was  condemned,  he  is  in  the  place  of  judgment,  judg¬ 
ed  no  be  perfectly  righteous  before  God,  and  all  them  for 
whom  he  did,  are  righteous  in  him,  and  did  arils  1  a 
him,  and  with  hirrc  completely  juftifieef  theie  he  D  re  fenc¬ 
ed  to  himteil  without  blern ifo,  having  died  for  their  of¬ 
fences,  he  now  is  railed  for  their  juftification,  a  view  of 
this  made  Ifaiah  fay  who  is  this  that  comedo  /r om  Edom 
with  died  garments,  (the  poftericy  of  Efau  j)  he  came 
from  the  valley  of  decifion,  having  ended  and  finally  de¬ 
termined  the .controverfy  his  father  had  with  all  Sdk3  a? 


which  time  it  items  he  fought  oa  the  retreat*  and  diet- 
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fall  ft  viftirrt  to  the  fword  of  his  father^  jufticc,  in  , 
fame"  ftreetof  the  great  city  which  fpiritually  is  called 
Sodom  and  Egypt,  where  alfoowr  Lord  was  crucified*, 
5t  be  mg  the  lame  place  where  ail  his  brethren  was  over¬ 
come  and  killed  by  the  beaft,  whofc  dead  bodies  were 
not  fu  fie  red  t  >  be  put  into  graves, — -Rev.  xL  7,  8,  9, 
Now  5  believe  the  fourth  ahcUaft  difpenfation  takes  placed 
wherein  the  vifion  and  the  prophecy  of  the  prophets  arc 
fulfilled,  and  fealed  up  as  true. 

But  having  power  to  take  his  life  again,  he  is  rifeh 
from  the  dead,  w  1 1 Si  his  brethren  with  him  in  triumphs 
oiviftory;  Rev.  37.15,  16,  17.  Ifa .  xxvi.  19.  Thus 
did  our  Lord  arife  and  come  forth  out  of  the  grave,  leav¬ 
ing  his  grave  cloaths  behind  him,  and  brings  the  evi¬ 
dences  of  a  conqueror  with  him  on  his  garments,  glori¬ 
ous  in  his  apparel  $  Rev.  xtx,  12.  .Travelling  in  the 
greatnefs  of  his  (Length  5  I  that  fpeak  in  r/ghieoufneft 
mighty  to  fave:— and  as  he  was  red  in  his  apparel,  like 
one  that  had  trodden  the  wine  prefs  of  God’s  wrath,  ic 
appears  that  in  the  place  of  righteoufnefs  that  iniquity 
v/as  there*  for  which  he  fuffered  $  this  wicked,  as  Chriffc 
fi’s  on  the  throne  of  his  wifdom  did  judge,  for  he  faid„ 
the  day  of  vengeance  is  in  mine  heart,  and  the  year  of 
my  redeemed  is  come,  the  time  appointed  of  God  for 
the  reformation  to  take  place. 

1  herefore  he  comes  with  great  power  and  glory.  In 
the  ever  lading  love  of  the  father,  Ion  and  fpirit,  three 
in  one,  whofe  e Hence  is  love,  which  love  is  freedom  to 
hi3  redeemed  ;  but  is  the  vengeance  in  his  heart  againft 
the  wicked,  and  he  will  trample  them  in  his  furyf  and 
their  blood  fhall  be  fprinkled  on  his  garments,  and  as 
there  was  none  to  help,  his  own  arm  brought  falvation 
unto  him,  and  his  fury  it  upheld  him.  1  bus  the  war 
was  in  heaven,  Michael  and  his  angels  fought  againft  the 
Dragon,  and  the  Dragon  fought  and  his  angeis,  and 
prevailed  not,  neither  was  there  place  found  any  more 
in  heaven. 

T  his  war  as  I  faid  before  fo  fay  I  again,  being  in 
Heaven,  v/as  in  the  mind  or  heart  of  man  ;  the  founda¬ 
tion  and  cflence  of  it  was  fought  i®  the  mind  and  foul  of 
*  .  the 
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captain  of  our  falvation  :  for  as  be  was,  foare  we  i® 
gh\s  world,  and  as  it  is  appointed  unto  men  once  to  die, 
hut  after  this  the  judgment.  So  Chrift  was  once  offer¬ 
ed  to  bear  the  fins  of  many  ;  Beb.  ix.  27,  aB  $  And 
umo  them  that  look  for  him,  fhall  he  appear  the  iiconci 
rime,  without  fin  unto  falvation  ;  therefore  he  appears 
now  in  his  refurreftion,  righteoufnefs  with  life  and  pow- 
cr,  not  co  fuffer  for  fin,  for  he  died  once  and  dieth  no> 

more. 

His  coming  once  in  the  end  of  the  Mofaic  world,  and 
appeared  to  put  away  fin  by  the  iacrificc  of  hirnfelf, above 
mentioned  $  this  ended  God’s  controverfy  with  all  flefh, 
both  Jew  and  Gentile,  as  he  laid  John  xvi. 
things  have  I  fpoken  unto  you,  that  in  me  ye  might 
have  peace,  in  the  world  ye  fhall  have  tribulation  but 
be  of  good  cheer  I  have  overcome  the  world,  Thefe 
things  concerning  rny  fuffering,  I  tell  you  of,  which 
things  mud  fhortly  come  to  pafs, — Rev.  i%  1.  There¬ 
fore  believe  in  me  that  you  may  have  peace,— Ephe,  /.• 
4,  and  it.  14.  In  the  world  ye  fhall  have  tribulation  1 
(look  for  it,)  but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome  the 
world  5  John  xv.  i3.  ASs  xiv.  22.  Ro m  yiii.  39. 

The  world  here  fignines  every  thing  that  is  impel  fc£t* 
or  unrighteous,  that  may  be  abolifhed,  fpoiled  and  lha- 
ken,  the  tabernacle  made  with  hands,  the  fir  ft  houfc  with 
all  its  heavenly  outward  fanfiity,  and  a  worldly  fanflua¬ 
ry,  that  con  filled  only  in  meats  and  drinks,  and  divtts 
walkings  and  carnal  ordinances,  impoied  on  them  until 
she  time  of  reformation,  as  before  mentioned  j  ftt  Hebo 
ix.  Thefe  being  a  figure  for  the  time  then  prefent,  in 
which  were  both  gifts  and  facrificcs  that  could  not  mak® 

him  that  did  thefervice  perfect. 

Therefore  this  firft  houfc  confiding  of  types,  figures, 
fhadows,  and  baptifms,  as  that  of  John  s  that  mult  oe- 
creafc  ;  for  what  need  is  there  of  figures  or  fhadows* 
when  the  antitype  and  fubftance  is  come,  which  is 
Chrift  the  kingdom  of  peace,  life,  and  truth,  which  is  the 
new  heaven  and  new  earth,  for  the  firft  heaven  and  th® 
firft  earth  were  pafifed  away,  and  there  were  no  more  fca$ 

i£ev*  xxi.  z,  lia.  lxv»  57.  For  behold  1  create  a  new 

heavea 


he&vtn  and  a  new  earth,  and  the  former  foal!  not  be  re- 
membered  no, come  into  mind.  !  ukebe  fo, 

O)  heaven  and  earth  that  fnaSi  not  be  remembered  nor 
come  into  mind,  figmftcs  the  dragon  and  his  angels  that 
fougm  and  prevailed  nor,  neither  was  there  place  found 
any  more  in  heaven,  for  in  this  heaven  dwells  riehtcouf- 
ncfVand  life  eternal.  This  is  manifofted  by  the  refor- 
ret-JOn  of  the  juft,  by  which  power  and  wiifdom,  Chrift 

the  judge,  divide*  between  the  ji;ft  and  the  unjuft,  for 

there  is  a  refurre«ion  of  bpthjuft  and  uojuft  ,  foe  refor- 
redion  of  the  unjuft  appeared  as  the  feed  of  the  foment 
in  brulfmg  Chrift  s  hed,  and  did  arife,  being  loofod^  for 
kittle  leaion  and  came  forth,  having  done  evil  unto  the 
resurrection  of  damnation,  which  was  clearly  manifested 
by  me  ipite  and  great  wrath  of  ungodly  men,  whole  csr- 
m,  minds  was  hurried  to  crucify  the  juft  one,  knowing 
imey  had  but  a  fhort  time,  which  I  learn  from  Rev.  ait 
3  2.  Rev.  tx.  s ,  a  ;  and  xi Hi,  2,  it  being  the  time  men¬ 
tioned  above  5  Rev.  xx.  g,  30  ,  when  Gog  and  Ma¬ 
gog  came  upon  the  earth  and  compaffed  the  camp  of  the 
faints  about  and  the  beloved  city,  &c.  called  the  Devil 
that  deceived  them,  the  fpirit  that  works  in  the  children 
«r  wfobedience,  the  number  of  whofe  names  is  the  num¬ 
ber  of  a  man,  the  many  devices  in  men's  hearr,  that  the 
fire  ot  God's  love  devoured,  as  before  mentioned. 

Now  as  the  Dragon,  meaning  fiefoly  foil  the  fon  of 

perdition,  our  old  man  that  was  crucified  with  Chrift 

whm'e  head  Chrift  bruifed,  which  is  the  whole  power  and 

trait  of  myftical  and  politic  Babylon,  thatdeceiveth  the 
whole  world. 

So  th's  whole  world,  many  of  them  that  deep  in  the 

°ufs  or  !heir  minds  of  fin  and  unbelief,  awaked, 

iome  to  everlafting  life,  and  forme  to  fharne  and  t verlaf- 
V„n§  Contempt,  as  damnation,  thefe  wicked  that  are 
thrift’s  enemies,  that  did  not  feed  the  hungry  nor 
ctoarh  the  naked, &c.  as  in  Matt.  xxv.  Shall  go  away  in¬ 
to  everlafting  puniflimenr,  which  everlafting  punifhmenc 
Lifted  clay  and  night,  it  being  the  whole  of  the  time,  that 
Chrift  foffered  the  wrath  of  God  for  us,  ’till  juftice  was 
completely  latisfkd,  and  laid  it  is  enough,  and  God 

raifod 
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yaifed  up  Jffus,  having  loofed  the  pains  of  death,  breaufe 
k  was  not  poffiblc  that  he  (hquld  be  holdcn  of  it,  neither 
can  his  brethren  that  he  died  for. 

Thus  the  old  ferpent  fin,  was  caft  out  into  the  earth, 
and  ail  his  angels  as  fin-ful  deceitful  luffs,  were  caft  out 
•with  him.  I  underftand  thefe  being  caft  out  into  the 
earth,  is  Chrift’s  making  a  divifiun  between  the  fheep 
and  goats,  .the  righteous  and  the  vile;  and  that  which 
can  be  (Shaken,  and  that  which  cannot  be  Shaken,  and  is 
eternal.  So  his  fpojling  principalities  and  the  arbitarjr 
end  cruel  powers  of  the  wicked,  he  made  a  fhew  of  them 
openly,  triumphing  over  them  in  it,  fignifying  the  earth 
u$  fiefh,  means  all  that  is  evil  ;  fo  is  that  which  is  fpoiled, 
in  Eph.  iic  j,  2,  3,  there  it  is  called  being  dead  in  tref- 
paffes  and  (ins,  and  walking  according  to  the  courfe  of 
this  world,  and  the  power  of  the  prince  of  this  world, 
ithe  fpirit  that  worketh  in  the  children  of  difobedience  : 
amo og  whom  alfo,  we  all  had  our  conversation  in  time 
paft  in  the  lufts  of  our  fleih,  fulfilling  the  defires  of  the 
43e£h  and  of  the  mind,  and  were  by  nature  the  children  pf 
wrath  even  as  others. 

Thus  I  think  it  is  cafily  underftcod  by  the  fc ripfure, 
that  the  ferpent  chat  beguiled  Eve,  that  the  Lord  God 
curfed  above  ali  cattle,  faying,  Upon  thy  belly  fhalt  thou 
go,  and  dull:  (halt  thou  eat  all  the  days  of  thy  life  $— 
rnuft  be  deftroyed  and  come  to  a  final  end,  the  meta¬ 
phor  ferpent  iignifies  all  creeping  animals  that  feed  on 
duft,  and  privately  feck  mifehief,  fb  cloth  the  lufts  and 
evil  devices  in  a  man’s  heart.  Therefore  this  ferpents 
life  was  as  really  limited  as  Adam’s  natural  life  was;  fee 
jfa.  Ixv*  25,  iaft  parr. — Duft  fhall  be  the  ferpent’s  meat. 
Ha  Ixv.  15  ;  fpeaking  of  the  ferpentinc  evil  deceitful  luft 
oftheficlh,  thus,  And  ye  (hall  leave  your  name  tor  a 
curie  unto  my  chofen,  for  the  Lord  God  (hall  (lay  thee, 
2nd  call  his  for  vanes  by  another  name  ;  foe  Gen.  xxxiL 
28.  I fa.  Ixit.  2.  Acts  xi.  26.  John/,  12.  Rev.  tit.  14. 
Rev.  it,  17, 

Thus  as  the  Lord  God  formed  the  crooked  ferpent, 
and  curfed  him,  and  gave  him  duft  for  meat  all  the  days 
of  his  life,  ancl  put  enmity  between  the  ferpent  and  th« 

woman. 
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^Sromaw,  and  between  the  feed  of  the  woman  and  the  feed 
©ftheferpent,  ahd  faid  the  feed  of  the  woman  fhould 
bruife  the  ferpcnts  head,  and  the  ferpent  his  heel ;  the 
offence  of  the  woman’s  feed  is  love,  and  the  ferpent’s  is 
enmity.  So  that  the  travel  of  cheie  two  very  oppofites, 
sind  the  natural  effects  of  their  different  travel,  as  the  or® 
is  life  and  eternal  peace,  and  the  other  is  confulion  and 
death,  has  filled  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  feriptures  of 
truth.  Here  the  two  are  feparated  by  Chrift. 

Therefore  as  Chrift  the  defire  of  all  nations  did  comc^ 
and  did  determine  all  controverfies  in  his  father**  king¬ 
dom,  by  eft ibl ifhing  eternal  peace,  love  and  humanity 
tiniverlally,  throughout  ail  his  dominions,  and  did  gath¬ 
er  out  of  his  kingdom  all  things  that  offend,  and  them 
that  do  iniquity,  which  was  nrunifefted  by  changing  or 
taking  away,  as  calling  out  the  difpenfation  of  law,  at 
the  covenant  which  was  faulty, becaufe  the  miniftrarion  of 
k  was  death,  called  the  covenant  of  works,  and  reveal¬ 
ing  the  difpenfation  of  the  univerfal  and  eternal  lov© 
of  the  grace  of  God  to  mankind,  unconditional,  now 
tmiide  manifeft  by  the  appearing  of  our  Saviour  Jcfus 
Chrift,  who  hath  aboliflied  death, and  hath  brought  life 
©nd  immortality  to  light  through  the  gofpek  There¬ 
fore  he  laid,  John  xiL  31  ;  fpeaking  of  the  power  or  the 
jgoipe!  to  the  people  that  heard  God’s  voice,  Now  nr  the 
judgment  ofthis  world  ;  now  ftiall  the  prince  of  this 
world  be  call  out,  and  when  his  difciples  returned  again* 
with  joy  faying,  Lord  even  the  devils  are  fubjedl  unto 
ms,  through  thy  name.  He  faid  unto  them,  I  beheld 
Satan  as  lightning  fall  from  heaven, — Luke  x.  17,  18. 
Hence  it  is  obvious,  that  this  is  what  we  are  to  under¬ 
hand  by  Satan  fading  from  heaven,  and  the  prince  of 
this  world  being  judged  and  eaft  out,  and  their  place 
found  no  more  10  heaven. 

to  be  C hr i ft’s  being  born  again,  the  firft  born 
from  the  dead,  the  firft  born  among  many  brethren,  and 
©i  every  creature.  Hereby  is  the  great  myftery  of  God- 
liners  manifefted,  God  was  manifeft  in  the  Sells,  juftified 
in  the  fpirit,  feeo  of  angeis,  preached  unto  the  Gentiles, 

believed  on  in  the  world,  received  up  to  glory.  This 

was 
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was  wltnclfcd  to  frorn  the  beginning  of  the  world,  by 
God’s  work  of  creation*  formation,  and  providence,  re¬ 
vealed  firft  by  promife*  fecondly,  by  prophrfy  ;  thirdly* 
by  the  perfonal  appearing  of  God  our  Saviour,  in  the 
flefh,  according  to  the  feripture. 

Thus  the  word  was  made  flefh  and  dwelt  among  us* 
who  did  fulfill  all  that  the  father  had  given  him  to  do* 
then  he  fa  id  it  is  finifhed,  and  gave  up  the  ghoft  :  and 
when  he  had  lain  in  the  grave  the  appointed  time,  he 
arofe  according  to  the  feripture  of  truth,  and  made  an 
open  fliew  of  what  he  had  finifhed,  with  triumphs  of  vic¬ 
tory,  having  abolifhed  in  his  flefh  the  enmity,  even  the 
law  of  commandments,  contained  in  ordinances,  that  he 
might  reconcile  both  Jew  and  Gentiles,  unto  God,  in  one 
body  by  the  crofs,  having  flain  the  enmity  thereby. 
Therefore  he  faid,  the  year  of  my  redeemed  is  come  3 
Rev,  xii.  io,— And  1  heard  a  loud  voice,  faying  in 
heaven,  now  is  come  fslvation  and  ftrength,  and  the 
kingdom  of  out  God,  and  the  power  of  his  Chrift, for 
the  accufer  of  our  brethren  is  caft  down,  which  accused 
them  before  our  God  day  and  night. 

This  vidiory  was  gained  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb* 
and  the  word  of  their  teftimony  :  therefore  rejoice  ye 
heavens,  and  ye  that  dwell  in  them. 

Again  ;  This  wasmanifefted  by  his  refbrredtion  pow¬ 
er,  by  his  making  a  fnew  of  it  openly,  triumphing 
over  death,  hell  and  the  grave,  when  the  vail  of  the  tem¬ 
ple  was  rent  in  twain  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  j  and 
the  earth  did  quake  and  the  rocks  rent  ;  fee  Haggai  it . 
7.  And  I  will  lhake  all  nations,  and  the  defire  of  all  na¬ 
tions  fhall  come,  and  1  fill  this  houfe  with  glory  faith  the 
Lord  of  hoft.  And  for  a  vifible  witnefs  of  this  the 
graves  were  opened,  and  many  bodies  of  the  faints  which 
flept  arofe  and  came  out  of  the  graves  after  his  refurrec- 
lion,  and  went  into  the  holy  city  and  appeared  unto  ma¬ 
ny  ;  A£h  x.  41.  Thefc  are  living  witnefles-  that  did  cat 
and  drink  with  him  after  he  arofe  from  the  dead.  And 
this  was  the  great  voice  in  this  new  heaven,  faying,  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  our 
Lord,  and  of  his  Chrift,  and  he  fli al  1  reign  for  ever  and 

ever. 
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ev?r.  For  this  they  gave  thanks  to  God  Jehovah,  he* 
csiile  thou  haft  taken  to  thee  thy  great  power,  and  hafe 
reigned. 

T bus  was  Jefus  the  mod  hoJ jr  annotated,  when  he 
had  fealed  up  the  vifion  and  prophecy,  by  fulfilling  the 
Jaw  of  Mold  to  a  title,  and  thereby  fpoiled  principal*- 
ties  and  powers,  and  blotting  out  the  hand  writings  that 
was  againft  us,  &c*  that  there  is  no  more  types,  fhaduws,, 
metaphors,  or  a  fymbol  to  be  made  ufe  of  now,  in  this 
fjpi ritual  houfc  of  new  heavens,  for  the  antitype  is  come, 
who  is  the  fu  fa  fiance,  the  defire  of  all  nations,  triumph¬ 
ing  over  ail  his  adversaries,  who  was  the  angel  that  John 
law,  Rev,  xyiii.  i,  a,— And  after  thete  things  I  favr 
another  angel  come  down  from  heaven,  having  great 
power,  and  the  earth  was  lighted  with  his  power.  And 
he  cryed  mightily  with  a  ftrong  voice,  faying,  Babylon 
the  great  is  fallen  is  fallen,  and  is  become  the  habitation 
of  devils,  and  the  hold  of  every  foul  fpirir^  and  a  cage  of 
every  unclean  and  hateful  bird.  This  was  the  voice  of 
the  power  ot  Chrift,  in  the  underftanding  of  man*  See 
Ezck.w/i/i.  a.  Rcv*#/*i£b  Dan.„w.  4,  1  Kings  xviiL 
39* 

Thus  fay  the  light,  power,  and  fpirir  of  the  gofpel,  was- 
life  and  immortality  brou  'he  to  light.  T his  was  the 
itone  cutout  without  hands,  which  (mote  the  image  up- 
on  his  feet,  that  wtre  of  iron  and  clay,  and  broke  them 
to  pieces;  Dan.  ii,  34.  Zech.  it.  6,  7.  ]  conclude  by 

this  image,  wcare  to  understand  all  the  falfe  principles 
that  unbelievers  have  imbibed  and  do  pradlife,  which  they 
call  religion,  as  felf-righteoufnefs,  as  their  own  works 
and  their  zealous  and  fervent  enga-gednefs,  in  their  reli- 
gious  Cervices,  &c.  whereby  walking  in  their  own  coun¬ 
cil  and  craftinefs,  they  have  made  therxifdves  idol  Godsp 
which  they  worfhip,  and  alfo  all  their  fyitem  of  nation¬ 
al  laws,  and  political  government,  as  has  been  mention¬ 
ed  before  in  many  particulars,  in  the  travel  of  myfticai 
and  politic  Babylon.  Now  as  Babylon  which  is  the  evil 
devices  in  the  heart  of  man,  and  their  wicked  pra<9tife ; 
fee  Jer.  xv'ttu  11,  12,  18, — -This  was  great  Babylon 
ihatcame  in  remembrance  before  God,  to  give  unto  her 
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the  cup  of  the  wine  of  the  fiercenefa  of  his  wrath*  Thus* 
with  violence  fhal!  that  great  city  EUhylon,  (qqbdicf  ancj 
enmity)  be  cad  down,  and  Ihall  be  found  no  more  at  all  $ 
and  no  crafta-rrwo  of  whatfoeyer  craft  he  be  (ball  b© 
found  any  more  in  thee.  And  thert  came  a  great  vpje© 
out  of  the  temple  of  heaven  from  the  throne,  faying,  it  is 
done  j  fee  Rev.  wf,  17,  19.  Rev.  xyiii*  21,  22,  part  qf 
each  verfe.  Thus  1  think  it  is  rrunifefted  by  the  rcluf* 
rediem  of  the  glorious  conqueror,  the  captain  of  our  fa!- 
vationj  that  he  did  fulfill  the  promUc  that  the  feed  of 
che  woman  fhould  bruife  the  ferpems  head,  which  was 
given  to  the  fird  generation,  and  had  fulfilled  3IJ  tha? 
the  prophets  faid  concerning  him,  and  that  had  finifhcdj 
tranfgreffion  and  made  an  end  of  Ons,  and  did  make  re-* 


conciliation  for  iniquity,  and  did  bring  in  an  evcrlafting 
righteouinefs,  now  was  the  vjfion  and  the  prophecy  fell¬ 
ed  up,  and  che  rnoft  holy  annoitKcd,  and  did  arife  out  o£ 
the  grave,  and  as  one  of  the  many  chat  dept  in  the  duft 
of  the  earth,  and  as  the  firft  born  of  many  brethren,  they 
bang  with  him  and  in  him.  So  he  for  them  and  with 
them,  did  awake  and  come  forth  to  the  refurrej&ion  of 
file,  who  (aid  1  arq  the/efurre6lion  asd  the  life,  who  .on¬ 
ly  had  done  good  unto  the  rcfurreclion  of  fife  $  that  as 
you  may  find  in  the  firft  chapter  of  Coloffians,  That  ia 
sli  fhmgs  henrght-  have  the  pre-eminence. 

Now  as  the  king  of  kings  and  Lord  of  Lords  has  def¬ 
erred  all  his  enemies  as  unbelief  and  the  enmity  of  the 
carnal  mind,  &c.  that  did  appear  in  the  place  of  judg¬ 
ment,  and  to  was  faid  to  come  forth,  having  done  evil 
unto  the  refurredhon  of  damnation,  fhame  and  everlaft- 
ing  con  temp?,  for  the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from 
heaven  a2.2j.nft  all  unrigJiteoufnefs  and  un£odSin«fs  of 
fuen,  and  the  man  laved,  that  did  before  the  light  of 
Chrift  aiintd  into  their  hearts,  hold  the  truth  in  un~ 
rigbrenu  inefs  >  but  believing  the  truth  are  np>y  made 
tree  by  Chrjft,  from  fin  and  death,  and  now  appears  ta 
them  to  be  true,  what  Jo, hn  faw,  Rev.  x$t.  And  1  faw  $ 
new  heaven  and  a  new  earth  :  for  the  firft  heaven  and  the 
firft  earth  were  palled  away  and  there  was  no  more  fca* 
inis  is  the  new  heaven  and  new  earth  prpphgiiecj  of  ia 
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iTa,  Ixv  .  t  y 'Heboid  I  create  new  hesvens  jjncf  n  new 

earth,  and  the  former  (hail  not  be  remembered,  nor  come 

into  mind  j  (fee  ifa.  xini.  i3. 

.  ‘  !\ 

1  take  the  new  heaven  and  new  earth  to  be  the  bodr 
»nd  jpirit  ofjefus  C  drill,  his  per  fed  body  in  which  he* 
iijffered,  and  was  made  a  Sacrifice  tor  fin  his  fpirit  the* 
Godhead,-  as  power,  wifdom,  love,  and  eternal  holine/v 
tnns  houie  cannot  be  ihaken  nor  pafs  away,  for  \i  ]&> 
sin  houL  not  made  with  hands  eternal  in  the  heavens^* 
^yhich  was  mani felled  by  the  tefurre&ion  of  Jefus  our 
Saviour.  Xsv  this  rn a ni f e (l 2 1 i o n?  of  our  Lord,  wc  may' 
deariy  undcrfland  the  difference  between  the  fir  ft  houfe 
( *'F  temp  Hi  mac  had  a  worldly  l^nduary,  iignifying  holi— 
nets  ^  place  of  refuge  for  offenders,  the  altar  and  all  the 
iacrifii.es  were  of  earth,  and  the  priefts  were  imperfedij, 
iinfu!  man,  which  went  into  the  fir  ft  tabernacle  accompli- 
filing  the  fervice  of  the  Lord,  but  into  the  fecorrd  went 
the  high  pridt  alone,  as  in  Heb;  ix.  before  cited.  So 
that  all  the  rituals  and  fer vices  was  but  a  figure,  for  the 
time  then  preient,  o£c.  to  which  orders'  the  people  gave 
con  franc  attention,;  with  zea!  and  much  dcpendance,  for 
t  he  expiation,  fa-tisfyingr  and  making  amend  for  their  of- 
fences,  in  that  dark  and  cloudy  day,  under  the  dilpenfa- 
tiorrof  Moles5  law,  which  were  fhadowg  of  good  things 
to  come,  'till  the  time  of  reformation,  which  fhadows 
and  covenant  of  works  was  a  bondage,  or  a 
^.hicn  neither  our  father's  nor  wc  are  able  to  bear  p 
Acts  xv.  10.  Gal.  tv.  26,— But  Jerulalcm  which 
is^ the  mother  ot  us  all,  as  in  Hcb.  xit,  22,*— -But  ve  arc 
come  unto  Mount  Zion,  and  unto  the  city  of  the  living 
God,  the  heavenly  Jcrulalerin,  and  to  an  innumerable 
company  of  angels  *  and  in  23  and  24  verfes,— Thus 
to  the  general  affembly  and  church  of  the  firfl  born„ 
which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God  the  lodge  of  all, 
and  ro  the  fpirus  of  juft  men  made  perfedl,  and  to  Jefus 
lie  mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and  to  the  blood  of 
iprinkbng,  that  Ipeaketh  better  things  than  that  of  Abel. 
Mere  1  confider  wc  may  calily  fee  the  difference  between 

former  and  the  latter  houfe,  or  heaven,  3$  reprefenc- 

erf 


yoke 


ed  by  the  fcripture*  of  truth,  both  in  conflitution  andda- 
,  ration;  aifo,,  the  cliaradfcer  of  the  inhabitants  of  each 
isoufe  or  heaven. 

Again  ;  The  pafition  -and  pdiTeffian,  'as  the  afturi 
enjoyment  that  each  of  theft  inhabitants  now  have  m 
tihis  life,  emanated  to  them  from  the  foundation  on  whicn 
(the  minds  of  each  party  is  built.  To  theft  particulars 
1  have  no  need  to  enlarge,  having  laid  fo  much  of  the 
Jams  kind  already  j  Therefore  as  the  firft  heaven  was  only 
figurative, &  being  conllituted  earthy ,  (pointed  to  Ch rift 
she  new  heaven,  and  the  new  earth)  whole  duration  wa* 
periodical  and  did  pafs  away,  as  John  faid.  1  he  char¬ 
acter  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  houfe,  was  the  children  of 
she  bond  woman,  andvtwas  born  .after  the  flelh,  for  this 
Jkger  is  Mount  Smai  in  Arabia,  ana  anlwercth  to  Je- 
ftufalem,  which  now  is,  and  is  in  bondage  with  her  ch-ii- 
dren  ;  this  you  may  read  at  large. in.  the  -ivth  chap,  oz 
'Galatians. 

So  I  find  the  character  of  the  children  or  the  oond  wo¬ 
man,  to  be  mankind  in  a  natural  Hate,  walking  in  on- 
,•  belief  under  the  power  of  the  covenant  of  works,  the 
miniftration  of  which  law  is  death  to  the  unbeliever,  he* 
cauft  of  weaknefs ,.j  therefore  what  emanates  to  them 
from  this  pofition,  for  their  poffeflion  was  xhunderings 
from  Mount  Sinai,  who  thereby  are  in  bondage,  under 
she  elements  of  this  world  through  fear  of  death,  all  the 
days  of  their  lifetime,  to  which  they  are  lubjeft,  while 
they  live  in  unbelief.  Thus  the  Tinners  in  JL.on  are 
afraid,  fearfulnels  hath  furpriled  the  hypocrite,  the  hops 
of  the  hypocrite  perilheth,  and  the  Joys  of  the  wicked 
are  but  for  a  moment.  So  all  pertaining  to  the  coven¬ 
ant  of  works,  fignifying  the  bond  woman  and  her  Ion* 
•  was  caff  outs  which  cannooinherit  the  kingdom  o t  Heav- 
-Co,  and  was  abolifned  by  the  rdurrefiion  of  Chrill,  by 
which  aflfurance  is.  given  to  all  men. 

Nowon  the  other  hand  the  difference  appears  plain,  m 
every  particular  above  mentioned,  for  the  conftitutioa 
of  the  new  heaven  and  its  duration  is  eternal,  that  can- 
rjnotbe  fhaken,  but  remains.  'This  heaven  is  God's 
rtforone  forever*  and  the  habitation  of  thsjuft  »  the  char- 


C1--"*  1 4-0-*-***  j 

sder  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  A 

earth*  are  redeemed,  of  the  Iamb,  who  hav,  w.fW  """ 
robes  asd  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of “L 

I»cw«  Ma,'  l  tHi 

s  nr;  )°  wa- Of  the  free  woman  by  promife  wi-Gh 
promife  Is,  becaufe  I  live  you  fhaii  live  aif0)  dJeSe 
e  emanations  of  God  to  them  in  this  life  is  joys  urt- 
^akableand  full  of  glory;  this  life  in  God  is  theft  eter- 

a~Ar‘\TTb  f  °  l,hl3  ,John  ^ave  w'tnefs,  Rev.  xxi. 

jncr  toll  fr,?r  7  ‘e  m'y  dty>  ncw  Jer“^m,com. 

ing  uown  from  God  out  of  heaven,  prepared  as  a  brio- 
adorned  for  her  hu/band.  F  1  U  br,dfc 

Thus  wh*  thefirft  heaven  and  the  fir  ft  earth  wers 

pausd  away,  and  there  was  no  more  fea  fof  ?ffli<ftinn^ 

•»■*«  Ser^f;01^ 

evcL  th  -d:  ly  £h,rlft  a"d  for  Chrift  ;  And  God  faw 
S  'T8  th4t  h' had  Md  behold  it  tons  very 

g.  d  *  for.,out  of  t}ie  mouth  of  the  moft  high  proceed'- 

difpoft!  7hat^fth8Gh 5  f‘JaU  th!n88  vvere  at  thrift’s 
f  P  /. that  altho  they  were  at  this  time  innocent  and 

mu.isfb.tc  was  not  willing  to  be  fubjeft  to  vanity  or 

£a£h;S?  Chnft-8  WhQ  h,a.d  3  riSht  i(»  w  do,  did  make 
•  ft  r  d-  V°  vai,,ty  on  his  own  account,  and  did  fub- 
je  them  in  hope,  that  by  his  name  alone  they  nyivht  be 
iaved  from  chts  bondage  and  death,  and  raifed  ,0  life 

thine^'  ir  T'°  IStG?dr  anointed*  who  hath  done  all 

;;  a  1  t,c"e,e  1>*“1  tsd  >*"«•  >*. 

Thus  ]  fay  it  appears  to  me,  that  God  did  appoint, 
and  make,  and  order  all  things  for  his  own  glorv,  and  i 

oearly  man. felted  by  the  firft' appearing  of  our  bluffed 
ceccmcr,  in  the  end  of  the  Mofaic  world,  who  did  fuf- 
x-rand  00  ad  the  father  required  of  him  to  do,  that  his 

bride  might  be  fully  cleared  and  dik  barged  from  con- 
damnation,  dwtffand-  hell,  that  through  death  he  might 

deftroyhim  that  Had  the  power  of  death,  that  is  the 

?:v7  anc^  ^t,fi  delivered  his  bride  from  the  fear  of 
bonoage  and  death.  So  the  enemv's  place  was  found 
fro  more  trt  heaven,  that  is  Chrift’s  righteous'  foul  and 
to  tiuu.y  him  again  (or  the  oldkrpenJ  the  devil, 

nd' 


£ij 


his  angels  was  as  lightning  caft  -out  hi  to  the 
.earth,  and  as  I  believe,  reckoned  to  be  the  deceitful 


■r  •  “  ■ur'-*,v  '•  'O  1  ^  lUv  U'wUllfUi 

luiis  of  the  fiefh,  called  the  old  man  that  was  crucified 
With  Christ  ;  lo  having  died  once  he  dicth  no  more,  bur 
taking  his  life  again,  and  unto  them  that  look  for  him 

liiail  he  appear  the  fecond  time,  without  fin  unto  lalva- 
tnan. 

i  take  this  to  be  the  laffc  difpen  Cation,  as  Jefus  to!c! 
fcis  difciples,  John  xiv.  3, — It  I  go  and  prepare  a  place 
for  you,  I  will  come  again  and  receive  you  unto  myielf, 
that  wnere  I  am  there  ye  may  be  a!fo  ;  this  is  my  laft  and 
fecond  appearing  vifibly  on  earth,  having  made  an  end 
or  fins,  i  come  the  fecond  time  without  fin  unto  falvation, 
and  ye  final!  be  unro  trie  a  kingdom  of  priefts,  an  holy 
nation.  Exod.  xix.  6, — And  ye  fhall  reign  on  the  earth. 
Now  them  that  looked  for  him  was  his  bride,  the  holy 
city,  the  new  Jerusalem,  thefe  are  come  to  Mount  Zion, 
the  city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem, 
wh.ch  is  fiee,  the  mother  of  us  ail.  Here  is  no  fhad- 
o*i,norituals,  here  is  the  enjoying  God  in  the  fpirit,  in 
the  fubuance,  in  the  light,  life  and  power  ;  thefe  are 
.garnered  to  the  general  affirm  biy  and  church  of  the  firft 
born,  which  are  written  in  heaven,  who  reallv  enjoy  "fe- 
fus  and^reign  with  him  on  the  earth,  who  is  the  media¬ 
tor  of  the  new  covenant,  who  did  propitiate  for  the  fins 
erf  the  whole  world.  Thefe  Chfift  prefented  to  himfelf 
without  olemifh  ;  (eeEphe.  v.  25,  26,  27. —Thus  the 
church  came  down  from  God  out  of  heaven,  with  the 
robe  ot  Gnr.ft  s  righteoufnds,  compared  to  fine  linen 
clean  and  white,  which  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  faints 
in  this  garment  they  were  adorned,  and  did  hand  com¬ 
pletely  juftified  before  God,  in  divine  union  with  God 
bang  laved  and  chofen  of  God  in  Chrift  jcfus  before 
the  world  began,  which  is  their  eternal  right  of  inheri- 
tance,  and  now  nun  1  felled  to  them  by  the  refurreftion 
of  Cnrift,  the  witnefs  and  afiurance  of  this  inheri'ance 
they  receive  by  the  faith  of  Jefus,  who  gave  gifts  unto 
men^&c.  that  God  might  dwell  amongii  them  5  fo  the 
king  s  daughter  is  ail  glorious  within;  then  he  faid 
verie  3, —And  1  heard  a  great  voice  out  of  heaven,  fav- 

#  J 
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behold  the  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men,  and  be 
wiil  dwell  with  them,  and  they  Ihall  be  his  people,  and 
God  himleif  fhall  be  with  them  and  be  their  God. 

Here  was  God’s  covenant  faithful ncfs,  rrunifefted  to 
bis  church  and  people,  which  was  made  known  to  Mo- 
fo,  when  he  was  about  to  deliver  his  church  out  of 
Egypt,  and  flay  his  enemies  ;  Exod.  iv.  2.2,  23.— Say 
«nto  Pharaoh  faith  the  Lord,  Ifraels;  my  fon  even  my 
firft  born.  Let  my  fon  go,  that  he  may  ferve  me.  S e« 
Gen.  xxxii,  28,  Heb,  xii,  13;  here  is  the  type  and  an- 
eitype.  :(" 

I  believe  this  to  be  the  glorious  time  ©f  Zion,  coming 
mxit  the  wildernefs,  leaning  upon  her  beloved,  as  God  faicl 
f  will  cal!  you  by  my  name,  for  ye  are  mine.  This  u 
the  day  prophefiedof  in  2  Sam.  xxiii.  where  in  David 
m  a  type  of  Chrift,  did  by  destroying  the  Phiiiftines3 
point  to  Chrift  the  captain  of  our  fa!  vation,  who  overcome 
ehe  world,  fin  and  death,  verfc  4;  who  was  as  the  light 
mf  the  morning,  when  the  fun  rifeth,  a  morning  without 
#  cloud,  &c.  John  /.  9,  — That  was  the  true  light,  which 
lighccth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world.  2  Pet, 

'-.19,-— We  have  alfo  2  imre  fure  word  of  prophecy,  * 
l  ight  that  flaincth  in  a  dark  place,  &c.  verfe  5, — -Al¬ 
though  my  hovife  bt  not  fo  with  God  ;  I  take  this  to  bs 
she  earthy  houfe,  fir  ft  heavens  and  tabernacle.  2  Sam. 
uni.  18.  Pfa.  viii,  3.  Then  he  lakh,  veche  hath  made 
with  me  an  everlafting  covenant,  ordered  in  all  things 
and  fure,  for  this  is  all  rny  falvacion,  and  all  my  defire^ 
although  he  mike  it  not  to  grow,  that  is  Chrift  the  new 
fceaven,  not  yet  come  in  the  fiefti,  according  to  the  or¬ 
der  of  the  covenant. 

YiUtthsfon  oi  Belial  fhall  be  all  of  them  as  thorns 
flhurft  away,  becaufe  they  cannot  be  taken  with  hands,, 
thefe  fons  of  Belial  is  the  natural  man,  that  will  not  have 
Chrift  to  reign  over  them  becaufe  they  hated  him,  theft 
wicked  was  to  be  burnt  with  fire  in  the  fame  place, 
vcr.  6,  7.  Ver.  10, — -And  the  Lord  wrought  a  great 
victory  that  day,  and  the  people  returned  after  him  ori- 
jiy* to  fpoil,  chat  is  to  enjoy  the  purchsfed  ble flings  that 

with  his  own  moft  precious  blood* 

thus 


Chrift  pyrehafed 


(— »43— ) 

ffTu*  we  fee  that  ail  the  holy  prophets  did  foretell  tS« 
the  churches  freedom  from  bondage,  under  which  they 
Were  kept  by  the  rituals  and  fhadows  of  Mofes*  law,  an c§ 
the  dementi  of  this  world,  until  the  time  of  this  refor¬ 
mation,  the  great  and  glorious  Jubilee  ;  this  is  the  da y 
the  Lord  hath  made,  in  it  the  faints  rejoice  and  are  glad,, 
the  light  thereof  is  as  the  light  of  feven  days  in  one. 
Ifaiah  fpakc  of  this  day,  I  fa.  xxxiii.  20,  ti, — Look  upon 
2ion  the  eity  of  our  folemnities  :  thine  eyes  fhall  fee  Je- 
rulalem  a  quiet  habitation,  and  a  tabernacle  that  fhall 
ilot  be  taken  down,  nor  one  of  the  flakes  thereof  fhall 
ever  be  removed,  neither  fhall  any  of  the  cords  thereof 
fee  broken.  But  there  the  glorious  Lord  will  be  unto 
tis  a  place  of  broad  rivers  and  flreams,  wherein  fhall  go 
no  galley  with  oars,  neither  fhall  gallant  fhips  pafs 
thereby.  See  Pfa.  xltiii.  1.  Pfa.  xlviii .  Matt.  xvi.  i§» 
John  xvii,  1 2.  FUrxlvi.  Rev.  xxi.  1.  before  mention- 


I  perceive  that  by  Chriflps  making  a  vifible  fhow  of 
the  refurredtion  of  his  body  that  they  had  crucified  and 
flain,  and  aifo  the  vail  of  the  temple  being  rent  in  twain 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  and  the  earth  did  quake  and 
the  rocks  rent  $  and  the  graves  were  opened  and  many 
bodies  of  the  faints  which  flept  arofe,  and  came  out  of  the 
graves  after  his  refurredtion,  and  went  into  the  holy  city 
and  appeared  unto  many,  as  before  mentioned,  was  the 
fulfilling  what  Ifaiah  mentions,  I  fa.  xxvi.  19, — Thy 
dead  men  fhall  live  together  with  my  dead  body,  fhall 
they  arife,  awake  and  ling,  ye  that  dwell  in  the  duft,  for 
thy  dew  is  as  the  dew  of  herbs  and  the  earth  fhall  cad 
out  the  dead.  Thefe  texts  with  Rzek.  xxxvii .  11.  14. 
37a  n.  xii.  Rev.  xu  11.  I  think  clearly  fhows  that  as 
Chrifi:  did  deflroy  death  and  hell,  and  did  ©penly  triumph 
over  all  the  powers  of  darknefs  that  his  churches,  his 
bride,  the  general  afembly,  the  church  of  Chrifi,  the 
firft  born,  did  arife  and  (land  upon  their  feet  in  him  and 
with  him,  as  the  witnefies,  at  that  time  by  the  fpirit  of 
God  ;  fo  ch  at  the  enemies,  the  Centurion,  and  they  that 
■were  with  him  watching  Jefus,  faw  the  earth  quake,  and 
thole  things  that  were  done  they  feared  greatly,  faying. 

Truly 


I 


fTn  . 

X  j 


this  was  the 


r 

■on 


^  God.  Therefore  it  is  rhy 

opinion,  ^uiartfcis  ii* the  Ja-ft  and  general  refurre&'ion  5 
8ilo,  the  laft  and  g*neraljudgnn.enr,7or  .the  determining 
■  ><tj  killing  a!)  affairs  m  God's  kingdom  and  family’ 
forever,  that  the  holy  foriptures  gives  any  account  of. 
1  do  not  remember  but  one  time  that  God  appointed  foe 
?  d*y  of  judgment,  and  that  Paul  mem  ions  in  Afts  ttvii. 
K  being  a  day  he  appointed  to  judge  the  world  in  right- 
eoulrtt  b,  bv  that  man  Jefus,  whom  he  ordained,  whereof 
he  hath  gi  ven  aflur  ance  to  all  men,  in  that'  he  raifed  him 
ii  so  me  dead,  who  did  come  once  in  the  end  of  thg 
wot.d,  ro  pur  away  fm  by  the  fjcrifice  of  himfelf ;  for 
tne  father  judgeth  no  man,  but  hath  committed  all  judg- 
nu  nt  onto  the  len,  tvhofejudgment  was  true  and  right¬ 
eous,  for  he  was  a  burning  and  a  Gaining  light;  flialfnot 
tne  judge  of  ail  the  earth  do  right.  So  that  by  his  judg¬ 
ment  toe  adversaries  of  the  Lord  fhail  be  broken  to 
pieces,  out  of  heaven  (bail  be  thunder  upon  them,  the 
L’»rd  Avail  jwdge  the  ends' of  the  earth,  and  he  final!  give 


ftrength  unto  his  king,  and  exact  the  horn  of  his  anoint- 

e>.:,  ...ee  1  Sam.  it.  so.  Pin.  it,  2,  cj.  fvl  act.  xxviii 
i3.  ■ 


Thus  I  find  the  Prophets  and  Apoftles  agree,  that 
Chrifl’s  coming  into  this  world,  and  by  his  fuffering, 
o-ting,  and  riling  from  the  dead,  did  complete  the  iafs 
reiurreftion  and  the  laft  judgment,  which  was  manife ti¬ 
ed  as  an  undeniable  troth,  that  through  death  he  def- 
ttoyed  htm  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is  the  devil. 
Of  as  the  Apoftlc  fpeaking  without  a  metaphor,  calls  fin, 
1  or  by  one  man  fin  entered  into  the  world,  (mark,)  and 
death  by  ’fin,  and  fo  in  Ms  manner  death  paffed  upon  ail 
men,  for  chat  all  have  finned. 

i  tliir.k  that  bv  the  word  Devil,  we  are  to  underfiand, 
all  unnghteou'ncfs,  that  is,  fin.  So  it  was  fin  that  was 
that  him,  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  Chrslt  def- 
trdyed  or  abolilbed,  by  which  means  all  men  on  whom 
death  pa  fifed,  becaufethey  all  had  finned,  were  fet  free 
fruni  fin  and  death.  I  la  slit.  21, — The  Lord  is  well 
plea  led  for  his  righceoufnefs  fake,  he  will  magnify  the 
law  and  make  it  honorable.  See  lia.  In  it.  4."  Iia.  xliii.  4, 


So  the  law  being  fulfilled  could  not  bring  a  condemning 
peculation,  againft  any  one  of  the  ail  men  that  had  fin- 
md,  on  whom  death  had  paffed,  bccaufe  that  jefus  did 
appear  at  this  appointed  time,  and  did  according  to  dies 
fcripturc  aboli  fh  death,  the  iaft  enemy  3  and  took  aw  ay 
its  (ting.  So  fin  is  dead,  and  did  for  them  bring  life 
and  immortality  to  light  through  the  gofpefi  which  Paul 
calls  a  myftery  which  hath  been  hid  from  ages,  and  from 
generations,  but  now  is  made  rmnifeft  to  his  faints.  Sec 
Col.fi  2 6,  27,  28.  Matt.  xiii.  11.  Rom.  xvi.  25* 
Adis  xxv\.  22.  23. 

Although  this  myftery  was  kept  in  fecret,  under  the 
fh  idows  and  carnal  ordinances  by  the  difpenfation  of 
Mofcs*  law,  fince  the  world  began  but  now  is  made 
manifeftin  Chrift,  by  the  commandment  of  the  ever- 
lading  God  to  all  nations,  by  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  in 
which  every  man  is  prefented  perfect  in  jefus  Chrift  our 
rlghteoufnefs. 

So  it  appears  to  me,  that  according  to  truth,  that  this 
is  the  laft  refurrcdlion,  for  Chrift  faid,  I  am  the  refur- 
reclion  and  the  life  j  fo  except  he  dieth  again  he  cannoc 
be  faid  to  rife  to  life  again,  but  inafmUch  as  he  did  by 
this  refurrcdlion,  power  and  wifdom,  fully  and  eternal  If 
fin i fh  all  the  father  gave  him  to  do  on  earth  viffibly,  hav¬ 
ing  fee*  the  travel  of  his  foul  and  was  fatisfied,  and  hav¬ 
ing  taught  his  difciples  how  to  cohdu6l>  ami  how  arid 
what  ta  preach,  and  teach  to  the  world  of  mankind* 
even  all  nations  in  his  name,  promifing  them  his  (pint- 
ual  prefents  to  the  end  of  the  world,  then  did  the  bit  fil'd 
conqueror  in  triumphs  aicend  and  received  up  info  glo¬ 
ry,  lav i fig,-  Here  am  I  and  the  children  without  blemifh* 
which  chou  father  haft  given  me.  Now  the  church  (hall 
fee  him  no  more,  with  natural  eyes,  but  lie  hath  promi- 
led  to  fend  the  holy  ghoft,  that  fhal}  guide  into  all  truth 
And  open  to  them  the  feripture,  2nd  teach  them  things  to 
comet 

This  fpiric  of  God  was  the  comforter  that  eometh 
from  the  father  and  the  fon  :  it  is  by  the  fpiric  the  faints 
know  God.  So  by  the  fpiric  of  truth,  John  faith,  1  job* 
iv*  Hereby  know  we  that  we  dwell  in  hkn>  and  he  m 
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MS,  becaoie  he  bath  given  os  ofhis  fpirit.  In  the  be- 
w,  •■'-'!*§  *->t  this  *_n<iptei  be  .'ays,  lieloved,  believe  nos 
every  fpirit,  but.  try.  the  (pints,  whether  they  be  of  God, 
<  guc'ti  mis  teafi-n,  becaufe many  (alic  prophets  arc 
gore  cut  into  the  world,  every  (pint  that  confeifeth  that 
j*.fus  Cut iil  is  come,  in  toe  fcftii  is  ol  God  j  and  every 
Ipint  tn  st  conn iXc> li  not  that  Jelus  Chrift  is  come  in  the 
*i.  hi  1^)  not  of  God  j  and,  this  is  ihc  ipint  of  anti- Chrift, 
whereof  you  have  heard  that  it  ftiouid  come,  and  even 
now  already  is  it  in  the  world.  * 

Then  the  Apoftie  goes  on  to  (how  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  ipint  of  truth  and  the  fpirit  of  error,  both  in 
to  s  c  nrp'.ei  ano  through  this  whole  eptftle  ;  k  feems  to 
be  the  great  and  hearty  defire  of  this  beloved  difciple, 
that  his  brethren  (hould  walk  in  the  truth  and  enjoy  God 
in  this  New  Jerulalem  ftate,  in  the  perfected  manner 
pl  ’li  lie  ;  therefore  he  recommends  to  them  the  grace  of 
3uve  that  is  God  s  eifence,verie  16  &  lays, — And  we  have 
known  and  believed  the  love  God  hath  to  us,  God  is 
love,  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love,  dwelleth  in  God,  and 
Goa  in  him.  vcrie  17, —  Herein  is  our  love  made  per¬ 
fect  that  we  may  have  boldnefs  in  the  day  c>f  judgment, 

becaufe  as  he  is,  fo  are  we  in  this  world.  Verfe  18, _ 

There  is  no  fear  in  love,  but  per  feci  love  caftech  out  fear ; 
becaufe  fear  hath  torment  :  he  that  feareth  is  not  made 


perfect  in  love.  See  1  John  it.  6.  2  Pet.  i.  4.  Song  it. 
16.  1  Tim.  i.  7.  Phil.  ii.  ja. 

By  thefe  texts  of  feripture  above  read  and  cited,  I 
ihiriit  clearly  (hows  the  vital  union  and  osvncls,  yea  may 
1  not  fay  and  likersefs  al(o,  that  there  is  with  Chrift  and 
bis  bride  which  union  never  was,  nor  never  can  be  bro¬ 
ken.  So  it  is  the  fame  now  as  it  was  before  the  world 
began  ;  although  they  by  unbelief  and  wicked  works, 
did  look  their  righteous  character,  and  the  on  lent  enjoy¬ 
ments  of  their  heavenly  inheritance  5  yet  as  this  heaven¬ 
ly  inheritance  was  infured  to  thefe  heirs  of  God  and  glo¬ 
ry,  as  an  abfolme,  good,  incefeafible  eftafe,  111  fee  firnple 
and  that  forever.  So  they  could  not  finally  be  deprived 
thereof,  by  a!!  the  powers  of  darknefs  and  wickednefsj 
for  the  certainty  of  their  being  brought  back  from  cap¬ 
tivity. 
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tivitv,  to  enjoy  their  own  land  again,  was  difpolited  in 
the  hands  of  an  abfaloute  and  faithful  mediator,  an  has 
been  before  mentioned. 

Here  appears  the  new  heaven  and  the  new  earth, where¬ 
in  dwells  rightcoufnefs,  without  a  type  or  a  carnal  ordi¬ 
nance  :  thefe  worlhip  God,  in  fpiric  and  truth,  here  in 
this  life,  in  the  fdiowfhip  of  the  fpirit  ;  thele  follow  the 
lamb  wherefoever  he  goeth  :  theft  are  they  that  believe 
in  Chrift  as  the  feripture  hath  (aid,  and  by  him  are  jolli¬ 
fied  from  all  things  from  which  they  could  not  fas  jofb- 
fied  by  the  law  of  Motes,  as  Paul  obfer'ves'in  his  travel. 
Gal.  if.  19,  20, —  Fori  though  the  law  am  dead  to  the 
law,  that  I  might  live  unto  God.  1  am  crucified  with 
Chrift,  ncvehnelcvs  I  live,  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift  hveth  in 
me,  and  the  life  which  1  now  live  in  the  flefh  -K  1  live  by 
she  faith  of  the  ion  of  God, who  loved  me,  and  gave  him- 
felf  for  me  ;  See  Rom.^ii/.j.  i  Cor.  vii.  10.  Rum.  vi.  6. 
Ephe.  iii.  17. 

Thus  Paul  being  crucified  with  Chnft,  he  was  freed 
from  the  law  of  fin  and  deal  ft ;  for  God  fending  his 
own  fon  in  the  lik ends  of  (inful  flefti,  and  for  ha  con¬ 
demned  fin  in  the  flefh  j  fee  1  Pcc.  it .  24.  So  Chrift 
hareirig  our  fins  in  his  own  body,  we  are  dead  to  fin, 
that  we  might  live  unto  righteoulrvcfs.  This  is  the  life 
Paul  Ipake  of  faying  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me  ;  fo  the  life 
he  lived  in  the  flefh,  was  by  the  tilth  ot  Chrift,  or  by 
Chrift's  faith  ;  in  the  1  Epiftlc  of  John  iii .  7,- — Little 
children  let  no  man  deceive  you,  (in  this  matter  of  liv¬ 
ing  unto  God,  in  this  life  without  finning,  which  you 
may  do,  appears  evident,)  as  he  that  doth  rightcoufnefs 
is  righteous, even  as  he  is  righteous,  for  he  that  is  born 
of  God  cannot  fin  ;  vrrfe  9  ;  becaufe  he  is  born  of  God, 
but  thefe  have  no  confidence  in  the  flefh,  but  walk  in 
die  newnefs  of  the  fpirit,  not  in  the  oldnefs  of  the  lit¬ 
ter. 

Thus  Johnftw  the  Holy  C  icy.  New  Jerufalem,  com¬ 
ing  (with  ChrifPs  righteous  garment  on)  as  a  bride  a- 
dorned  (by  God,)  prepared  for  her  hulband  1  and  as  flic 
came  from  God  our  of  Heaven,  a  voice  came  out  of  the 
throne*  faying,  praife  our  God*  ail  ye  his  fervanu,  and 
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ys  th«  fear  him  both  frnall  and  great.  Let  us  be  glad 
and  rejoice,  and  give  honor  to  him:  for  the  marriage  of 
tnc  Lamb  is  come,  and  his  wife  hath  made  htrfclf ready, 
i  lieie  are  many  particular  observations  to  be  considered 
concerning  Chrift  and  his  church,  contained  in  Rcv. 
sia,  and  six;  ;  which  I  Shall  omit  for  want  of  time,  la 
Pet.  xix.  n ,  2,  the  Lords  name  is  glorified  by  the  cro- 
in  heaven,  for  true  and  righteous  are  his  judgments 
for  he  hath  judged  the  great  whore,  which  did  corrupt 
the  earth  with  her  fornication,  and  hath  avenged  the 
blood  of  his  fervents  at  her  hand  s  and  the  redeemed  laid 
Alleluia,  and  her  fmokerofe  up  forever  and  ever. 

Thus  our  Lord  appear  faithful  and  true,  and  in  rLht- 
eouinds  he  doth  judge  and  make  war,  and  gained  the 

vidtory  for  his  bride,  by  his  rifing  from  the  dead,  and  his 
bride  with  him. 

Therefore  I  believe  that  John  had  reference  to  the  ap¬ 
pointed  time  when  Jefus  arofefrem  the  dead,  as  before 
Amu,  wuen  lie  laid,  f  law  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth 
for  the  old  is  paffed  away,  &c.  This  was  the  time  when 
glorious  things  was  fpoken  of  the  city  of  God,  for  ihe 
king  had  come*  to  Zion  having  falvition  ;  this  was  the 
h.iiC  Ila<ah  propnefied  of,  Ifa  It.  and  ///.  which  you  may 
re*a  for  fatisudtion  ;  and  then  gives  this  as  an  absolute 
foundation  of  their  hope,  that  cannot  fai!  ;  fee  Ifa.  liv. 
5,— For  thy  maker  is  thine  hufband,  (the  Lord  of  haft 
n  his  name;)  and  thy  redeemer  the  holy  one  of  I(raeh 
the  God  of  the  whole  earth  fhall  he  be  called.  See  Ho« 
te*  it.  19.  Dan,  ii.  44.  Obaduh  verfe  21.  Thefe  fay¬ 
ing:;,  of  tne  prophets,  Ggnifie.sche  fame  that  Chrift  men*, 
lions  by  way  of  parables,  Mate.  xxii.  at  the  beginning;. 
Tim.  xxv.  iQ,  Luke  xiv.  16  to  the  25.  2  Cor.  si. 

l:'phe.  v,  32. 

1  und  -Uitand  that  our  faviour  had  a  fpecial  reference 
by  tirefe  parables,  ro  the  glorious  day  of  therelurre&ion* 
tis  in  Ifa.  xl  1 1,— •  And  it  ihalS  come  to  pais  in  that  day, 
TV;  the  Lord  fhall  fee  his  hand  again  the  fccond  time* 
to  recover  the  remnant  of  his  people,  &c.  See  Jer.  xvi. 
Hi  Mb  All  which  fully  proves  that  Chrift  came  to, 
2>cck  that  which  was  loft*  and  did  ariie  from  the  dead 
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Co  reveal  himfelf  to  his  ancient  bride,  that  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  co  before  the  world  began;  and  bring  his  covenant 
people  Itracl  in.ro  their  promi led  reft,  that  he  had  pro- 
mi  fed  their  fathers,  by  abolishing  the  rituals  of  the  fir  ft 
covenant  that  was  falty,  and  manifeft  life  and  immortali¬ 
ty  in  and  by  himlcif  through  the  go  (pel,  without  a  cer- 
i m o n y  o r  car n a i  o r d i  n a n ce ,  o r  worldly  fa n ct o ary,  and 
thereby  did  ca'ufe  the  old  heaven  and  the  old  earth  to  pafs 
away,  &c.  and  did  bring  in  the  gofpel  difpenfation, 
which  was  good  tiding*  of  great  joy,  which  fh all  be  to 
sdi  people ;  this  was  the  gofpel  feaft,  the  found  whereof 
is  gone  through  all  Chrift3*  dominion;  this  found  of 
good  news  was  heard  and  received  by  a  heathen  nation; 

ixv.  i,— f  am  (ought  of  them  that  a  (Iced  not  for  me% 
I  am  found  of  them  that  fought  me  not:  I  faid,  behold 
me,  behold  me,  unto  a  nation  that  was  not  called  by  nr; 
name.  Here  the  prophet  declares  the  univerial  love  of 
God  to  all  nations,  which  was  mentioned  in  jocl  Hi.  i 2, 
before  cited  ;  Thus  let  the  heathen  be  awakened,  and 
come  up  to  the  valley  of  Jchofh^pat,  for  there  will  I  fie 
Co  judge  all  the  heathen  round  about.  Thefe  heathen  by 
character  was  God’s  enemies,  who  had  not  the  benefit  of 
Moles'  law,  they  had  no  regard  co  God’s  precepts, which 
God  promifed  to  give  to  his  fon  ;  Pfa.  it.  6,  7,  8,-— 
Who  he  fee  king  on  his  holy  hill  of  Zion,  faying,  thou 
art  my  fon,  this  day  have  1  begotten  thee.  Afk  of  me 
and  I  (hall  give  thee  the  heathen  for  thine  inheritance, 
and  the  utt-ermoft  parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  pcffeflion. 
The  If  are  called  Gentiles  that  fought  not  God,  and  was 
not  called  by  his  name,  yet  being  included  in  the  cov¬ 
enant  of  his  peace,  ordered  in  all  things  and  lure. 

So  according  to  God’s  decree  was  this  day  awakened, 
and  did  come  up  tq  the  valley  of  Decifton,  to  be  judged, 
pardoned  and  juftified.  See  Ifa.  lx,  3,— And  ye  Gen- 
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.files  111  a  1 1  come  to  thy  light, 

of  thy  riling.  See  Mai.  i.  11.  \U,  Ixii.  2.  Ifa,  xfii. 

I  fa .  X'iix.  6  .  jer.  xvi.  1  g. 

Thus  by  the  rifing  oi  the  king  of  glory,  and  coming 
|o  Zion,  to  fet  the  prifoners  free,  the  Gentiles  fatv  the 
light  of  tag  golpcl.  according  to  CluilVs  parables  above 

cited. 
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■cited.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  certain 
Icing  which  made  a  marriage  for  his  fog. 

This  was  the  gofpd  dilpenfation  that  the  jews  rejec- 
ted,  making  many  excufes,  feme  out  way  and  feme  a- 
another,  &  they  would  not  come.  The  firft  fervants  the 
king  lent  I  take  to  be  the  prophets,  rent  io  Ifrael  j  lee 
£  Chron.  xtixvi.  15,  16.  Zech.  /.  4.  And  he  fent  forth 
other  fervants,  faying,  all  things  are  ready  come  to  the 
marriage,  but  they  made  light  of  it  and  went  their  way, 
ore.  And  the  remnant  took  his  feryants  and  treated 
them  Ipitefully  and  (lew  them.  Thefe  fervants  I  take  to 
be  John  and  them  in  his  difpenfation  ;  Matthew  Hi.  im 
Ads  iv.  17.  But  when  the  king  heard  thereof ,  he  was 
wroth,  and  lent  forth  his  armies  and  destroyed  thofe  mur- 
therers,  and  burnt  their  city.  Thele  murtherers  was  the 
wicked  rulers,  that  dwelt  in  Jer©falem,that  caufedGod’s 
people  to  err  ;  thefe  are  the  enemies  mentioned  in  Luke 
xi#-  27,  4 3,  44.  Luke  xvi.  23.  Luke  mii.  14,  24. 
Thefe  were  they  whole  minds  are  governed  by  unbelief 
and  enmity;  I  believe  the  deflruetion  threatened  againlt 
the  Jews,  was  the  deftroying  the  temple,  the  firft  heaven 
sand  their  falfe  way  of  worfhip,  that  would  not  admit  of 
ChriftT  fpiri* ual  reign  :  that  there  fliould  not  be  left 
one  [tone  upon  another,  that  [hall  not  be  thrown  down; 
Matt.  xxiv. ' 2 .  So  thefe  being  fir  ft  bidden  were  noc 
worthy.  John  i.  is.  He  came  unto  his  own  and  his 
own  received  him  not  ;  Horn.  ix.  5.  Luke  xix.  14. 
Then  the  fervants  went  out  into  the  high  ways,  and  garn¬ 
ered  together  all  as  many  as  they  found,  both  bad  and 
good,  and  the  wedding  was  fumifhed  with  guefts.  For 
as  the  Jews  to  whom  the  word  of  God  was  firft  fpoker»5 
rejected  it,  and  thereby  judged  themfelves  unwonhy  of 
everiafting  life.  Lu  faith  the  Apoftie,  we  cum  to  the 
Gentiles,— Adis  xiit.  2 6. 


For  the  found  of  this  gofpel  had  gone  out  even  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth,  and  gathered  the  umverfe  of  mankind 
to  hear  the  found  thereof  ;  butllrae!  that  fought  right- 
eon  fiefs  by  the  law,  obtained  not,  but  the  debt  obtained 
and  the  reft  were  blinded,— Rom.  xi.  7,  S.  And  when 
the  king  came  to  fee  the  guefts,  he  faw  there  a  man 


which  had  not  on  the  wedding  garment  ;  Jam.  xvi,  7- 
Thefe  are  naked  without  Chrift's  righteoufnefs,  and 
have  not  put  on  the  new  man,  which  is  renewed  m 
knowledge,  after  the  image  of  him  that  created  him$ 
a  Cor.  v.  3,  Ephe.  iv.  24.  ColoffL  Hi.  10.  And  he 
faid  unto  him  friend,  how  earned:  thou  in  hither  not  ha¬ 
ving  a  wedding  garment,  and  he  was  fpeechlefs ;  for  hf 
the  deed  of  the  law,  no  ftefti  living  can  be  juflified  in  the 
fight  of  God,  for  by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  fin. 
Then  faid  the  king  to  thefervants,  bind  him  hand  and 
foot,  and  take  him  away,  and  caft  him  into  outer  dark- 
mte  :  there  ftiali  be  weeping  and  gnafhing  of  teeth  5 
fee  Mart.  xiii.  41,42. 

Thus  when  king  Jefus  by  hisfpiric  and  word  fhines 
into  the  underftanding,  it  puts  the  old  man,  or  natural 
lioful  man,  into  diftrefs  and  anguifh,  for  whatfoever 
truth  binds  on  earth  is  bound  in  heaven,  and  whatfoever 
it.  loofeth  on  earth  fhall  be  loofed  in  heaven,— Matthew 
xvsif.  18. 

Nov/  although  this  parable,  as  well  as  all  Chrift's  Tak¬ 
ings,  concerned  all  the  generations  or  God's  people  from 
the  beginning  of  the  world,  yet  I  believe  it  had  a  more 
particular  reference  to  this  day  and  age  of  the  world* 
when  Chrift  fhould  come,  and  manifeft  the  gofpel  dif- 
penfation,  as  has  been  before  mentioned,  and  that  blind- 
nefs in  part  happened  to  Ifrael,  as  Jefus  faid  when  the 
Centurion  believed  ;  Matt.  viii.  ny  12, — And  I  fay 
unto  you,  that  many  fhall  come  from  the  Halt  and  from 
the  Weft,  and  fhall  fit  down  with  Abraham,  Ifaac  and 
Jacob  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  But  the  children  of 
the  kingdom  Hi  all  be  caft  out  into  outer  darknefs,  there 
fhall  be  weeping  and  gnafhing  of  teeth. 

Here  Chrift  fpake  of  the  gofpel  clay,  that  fhould 
fhine  through  the  whole  world,  as  prophefied  of  in 
Mai.  i.  1 1,— For  from  the  riling  of  the  fun  even  unto 
she  going  down  of  the  fame,  my  name  JhdU  he  great 
among  the  gentiles,  and  in  every  place  inccnfe  Jhall  be 
offered  in  my  name,  and  a  pure  offering  for  my  name 
Jhall  he  great  among  the  heathen,  faith  the  Lord  of  hefts. 
See  La.  lx.  j;,  I  fa,  xxv.  6,  7*  In  this  day  ol  the  gof- 
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I'd  reaft,the  Lord  will  dfftroy  in  £his  mountain, the  face  _ 
die  covering callover  a!!  people, and  the  vail  that  is  fpread 
o.vr»  alt  nations.  This  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  the 
name  of  the  Lord  into  which  the  righteous  flee  and  are 
laved  5  thefe  come  to  the  marriage,  but  the  children  of 
the  kingdom  fih-dl  bee  a  flout,  hieamng  jews  under  the 
law  difpenianon  ,  fee  Rom.  ix.  4.  That  appears  plain 
in  Matt.  xxv.  t  to  the  13.  Then  {hall  the  kingdom 
heaven  be  likened  onto  ten  virgins,  which  took  th 
lamps  and  went  forth  to  meet  the  bridegroom  ;  five 
them  were  wife  and  five  were  foolifh  j  they  that  were 
fooiilh,  took  their  lamps  2nd  took  no  oil  with  them  $. 
but  the  wile  took  oil  in  their  vefiels  wit. h  their  lamps. 

Note,  T  he  kingdom  of  heaven  was  likened  to  the 
five  fooliih,  as  really  as  to  the  wile,  which  fi  go  irks  both 
Jews  and  Gentile?,  are  equally  in  God’s  fight  included 
under  fin,  and  fo  likewife  are  equally  in  eternal  union 
with  him  in  the  covenant  of  his  peace,  unconditional  t* 
both.  Therefore  the  whole  race  of  mankind  in  this 
charadcr  arc  called  virgins,  as  in  Ffa.  xh.  13,  14, — » 
The  kings  daughter  is  all  glorious  within,  her  clothing 
is  of  wrought  gold.  She  [hall  be  brought  unto  the  king 
in  raiment  of  needle  work:  the  virgins  her  companions 
that  follow  her,  fhali  be  brought  unto  thee. 

Now  then  the  difference  was  in  their  travel  in  this 
life,  the  Jews  God’s  prokffed  people,  who  as  a  nation 
at  this  time  had  revolted  from  God,  and  did  [lumber  and 
fleep  in  their  own  righteoufods,  in  their  own  feaied 
hotife,  being  ignorant  of  the  rightcoufnefs  of  God,  fo 
fjept  with  the  Gentiles  ’till  the  midnight  cry,  Behold 
the  bridegroom  cometh,  go  ye  forth  to  meet  him.  See 
Mark  xui.  35.  Rom.  xiii.  11.  James  Hi.  2.  Matt* 
xxiv.  31.  Luke  xii.  35  to  the  43.  Songs  Hi.  11.  Rev* 
xx.  12. 

The  Jews  I  take  to  be  the  foolifh  virgins,  that  God 
once  did  caufc  their  lamps  to  burn  according  to  his  pur- 
pofe,  tb  it  was  for  the  time  then  prelenr;  but  now  in  the 
end  of  the  law  difpenfation,  and  Chrift’s  coming  in  the 
power  and  fpirit  of  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  which  is  to 
continue  to  the  end  of  the  world.  This  dim  Shadowy 
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light  did  go  out,  this  can  fed  them  to  afk  oil  of  the 
but  they  were  denied,  becaufe  they  aficed  amid,  for  they 
aflced  it  of  man  and  not  of  God.  Butche  Gentiles  hear¬ 
ing  by  the  power  of  the  fpirit  of  God,  received  the  grace 
of  God  in  their  hearts  and  were  glad,  and  glorified  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  and  thefe  had  oil  in  their  lamps,  and 
while  the  fooliih  went  to  boy  the  bridegroom  came,  and 
they  that  were  ready  went  in  with  him  to  the  marriage* 
and  the  door  was  (hut  5  afterwards  came  alio  the  other 
virgins,  faying,  Lord  Lord  open  to  us^  but  he  anfwered 
and  faid,  veHly  I  lay  unto  you,  I  know  you  not. 

1  underftand,  them  that  were  ready  and  went  vWith. 
the  bridegroom  to  the  marriage,  was  thole  mentioned  in 
Acts  xiii.  47,  48,  Sad  part, — And  as  many  as  were  or¬ 
dained  to  eternal  life  believed.  Thefe  having  obtained* 
fhall  have  more  abundance  ;  John  i.  16.  But  the  Jews 
or  whofoever  hath  not  the  true  gofpel  faith,  and  believe 
in  Chrift,  from  them  fhall  be  taken  awav  even  that  he 
hath,  that  they  fhall  have  no  more  benefit  by  the  cere¬ 
monial  law,  that  pointed  to  Chrift,  which  law  they  abu- 
fed,  and  now  is  taken  from  them  and  is  aboliflied  ;  tee 
•Mate.  xiii.  it. 

Thefe  are  they  that  come  feektng  life  by  their  owri 
works,  but  the  door  is  fhut,  for  the  vifion  and  the  pro¬ 
phecy  is  fealed,  and  the  moll  holy  is  anointed  King  of 
Kings  ;  therefore  he  faid  unto  them  I  know  you  not  a 
fee  P  fa .  xcv.  t  1 Unto  whom  I  fwear  in  my  wrath* 
that  they  Ihould  not  enter  into  my  red.  To  the  fame 
purpofe  we  have,  Luke  xvi.  beginning  at  the  iq  verfe, 
to  the  end  of  the  chapter,  concerning  the  certain  rich 
man,  who  wras  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen,  and  far¬ 
ed  fumptuQufiy  everyday.  And  there  was  a  certain  beg¬ 
gar  named  Lazarus,  who  was  laid  at  his  gate  full  of  fores* 
The  rich  man  I  rake  to  be  the  Jews,  and  Lazarus  the 
Gentiles,  that  the  felf  righteous  Jews  defpifed  ;  but  now 
in  the  day  of  Chrift’s  appearing  to  comfort  Zion,  the 
poor  beggar  died  with  Ghrift  and  alfo  rofe  with  him  in 
his  rdurrefition,  arid  was  carried  in  his  mind  by  the  fpirit 
of  God  to  enjoy  that  eternal  falvation  in  Chrifl,t.hai  Ab¬ 
raham  enjoyed,  leaning  on  jefud  bofom,™ -John  xui.  0,31 
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And  was  with  Chrift  in  the  hofom  of  the  father, — John 
L  18.  This  is  the  eftctfts  of  being  dead  with  Chrift,  that 
we  might  live  with  him  in  this  life,— Rom.  v.  8. 

i  bus  the  fpirrc  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  is  firm  forth  to 
minifter  for  them  who  fhall  be  heirs  of  falvation  ;  Heb» 
i.  14;  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  for  whom  he  did  fore¬ 
know,  he  aifo  did  predeftinate  to  be  conformed  to  the 
image  of  his  fon,  that  he  might  be  the  fir  it  born  among 
j  ^  Rom.  viit.  29,  30.  Mark  ;  thefe  he 

called,  j-uftified,  and  glorified  ;  theie  being  in  the  new 
Jcruialem  ftate  Paul  gives  them  this  advice,  Rom.  xih 
i  6,« — Be  of  the  fame  mind  one  towards  another,  mind  nos 
Ivgh  things,  but  condefcend  to  men  of  loweftate,  be  not 
wife  in  your  own  conceits,  &c.  The  rich  man  alfo  di¬ 
ed  and  was  buried,  and  in  hell  he  lifted  up  his  eyes  be* 
ing  in  torment,  and  feeth  Abraham  afar  oft  and  Laza¬ 
rus  in  his  bofom. 

I  rake  the  rich  man  to  mean  not  the  Jews  only,  hut 
all  mankind*  that  has  died  to  every  thing  that  is  good^ 
and  fb  is  dead  in  trefpafifes  and  fin,  buried  in  unbelief 
and  darknefs,  that  when  the  law  thunders  from  Mount 
Sinai,  they  tremble  and  quake  being  condemned  lor 
their  evil  deeds,  and  feeing  no  remedy  they  lift  up  their 
eyes  in  hell  being  in  torment.  So  I  believe  that  neith¬ 
er  the  beggar  nor  the  rich  man’s  dying  as  above  faid3 
means  a  temporal  or  natural  death  of  the  body  :  the 
preacher  faith  Eccleft.  ii.  1 6, — For  there  is  no  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  wife  more  than  of  the  fool  forever  ;  feeing 
that  which  now  is  in  the  days  to  come  fhall  all  be  forgot- 
ten ,&  how  dieth  the  wife  man  as  the  fool.  Ecc.  ix.  6, 
ASlo, their  love,  their  hatred,  &  their  envy  h  now  perilhed 

Therefore  1  think  it  mud  be  uriderftood  the  travel 
the  minds  of  the  Children  of  men  in  this  life  ;  for  God 
hath  divided  the  whole  race  of  mankind  thus,  by  be¬ 
lievers  and  unbelievers,  and  has  given  to  us  their  dif¬ 
ferent  characters,  and  the  effds  of  their  different 
travel,  the  believer  lives  in  peace  and  love  therefore 
is  frted  from  torment,  by  believing  the  record  God  has 
given  Ol  his  fon,  whole  rejoicing  is  in  God  alone,  who 
has  given  to  them  eternal  life  in  his  ion  $  11a.  lit.  7  a 
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this  is  their  character -while  they  live  by  faith,  &c.  Cm 
she  odier  hand,  the  unbelievers,  haters  of  peace,  and  en¬ 
emies  to  God  by  wicked  works  in  their  minds,  and  dis¬ 
believing  the  record  God  has  given  of  his  (on,  and  .are 
condemned  already,  having  torment,  therefore  God  re¬ 
jects  them  in  that  chara&er  and  praftife,  which  was  the 
condition  of  the  rich  man  in  this  life*  vSee  Pfa.  cxix.  150* 
Jam.  ii.  1 3.  Pfa.  xxxiv.  16.  Pfa.  /.  22.  John  v.  380 
But  as  I  have  often  repeated  thefe  things  becaufe  I  con¬ 
clude  they  are  of  great  importance,  and  concerns  all 
mankind  rightly  to  underhand  them,  wherein  they  may 
receive  the  greateft  comfort  poffible  in  this  life. 

As  this  is  the  laft  difpenfation  given  to  the  children  of 
men,  to  walk  in  to  the  end  of  time,  which  was  promifed 
to  the  firft  generation  in  kind,  prophefied  by  the  pro¬ 
phets,  and  now  is  completed  by  kihg  Jefus  the  captain  of 
our  faivation,  which  is  the  path  o?  thejuft,  from  the  firft 
age  of  the  world,  as  the  fhining  light,  that  Ihineth  more 
and  marc,  (and  1  believe  will  do,)  unto  the  perfect  day  ; 
Prov.it;.  18  ;  This  is  Chrift,  who  is  the  way,  the  truth 
and  the  life,  that  did  fhine  from  the  creation  of  the  world, 
more  and  more  from  age  to  age,  to  the  perfect  day  of  the 
refurreAion,  when  Chrift  did  appear  the  fecond  time  to 
his  difciples,  in  the  beginning  of  the  latter  day  of  glory, 
and  will  fhine  more  and  more,  kill  the  day  of  the  refit  - 
nation  of  all  tilings  ;  See  1  ThefT.  iv.  16. 

Thus  the  new  heaven  and  the  new  earth  is  Zion, where 
the  Lord  dwelleth  with  his  church  on  earth  ;  Rev.  xxi. 
3,—  And  l  heard  a  great  voice  out  of  heaven,  faying, 
the  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men,  and  he  will  dwell  with 
them,  and  they  fhall  be  his  people,  &c.  Ezek.  xxxvii. 
u6,  27,  28,— And  I  will  fee  my  fanduary  in  the  mid  ft  of 
them  for  ever  more.  Verfe  27, —My  tabernacle  alio 
(hill  be  with  them,  See.  firft  part.  Verfe  28,-— And  the 
heathen  (hall  know  that  I  the  Lord  do  fajn&ify  Krael, 
when  rny  fanduary  (hall  be  in  the  midft  of  them  forever 
more. 

This  was  the  time  fpoken  of  in  Hofea,  i.  nr, — Then 
fhall  the  children  of  Judah,  and  the  children  of  Ifrael  be 
gathered  together  and  appoint  thcmfelves  one  head,  and 
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I  C”  V  •  ^  great  (ball  be  the 

cay  o.  jezreei,  (or  Jefus).  See  Jer.  Hi.  I2  to  the  20.  I 

conclude  this  was  a  gathering  of  the  Jews  and  Gentiles 

together  in  the  faith  of  the  golpel  of  Chrift.  See  Rom. 
3£i.  2  2,  15.  Hofea  ui.  5, — In  the  latter  day. 

Thus  I  confider  that  Chrift  hath  fulfilled  his  father’s 
will,  and  fin  Toed  his  work,  and  has  revealed  it  to  his 
£■ lurch  by  his  ipiric,  faying,  my  peace  I  give  unuLyou, 
my  peace  I  leave  with  you,  promifing  them  his  prefencs 
to  the  end  of  the  world,  Thus  the  typical  fabbath  un¬ 
der  the  law,  was  made  for  man,  and  not  man  for  the 
sabbatn,  1  hrrefore  the  fon  of  man  is  Lord  alio  of  the 
fabbath  day,  Mark  ii.  27,  28}  as  the  Apoftle  faith,  s 
Lor.  m,  ao,  21,  22,  23  ;  the  22,  23  verfes,  whether 
Raul,  or  Apollo,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or 
death,  or  things  prefent,  or  things  to  come, ail  are  yours, 
3r.J  ye  are  Chrift  s  and  Chrift  is  God's  ;  i  Cor.  vi.  ip, 
Kow  as  all  things  are  ours  in  Chrift,  herein  we  are 
Llirift’s,  and  C h r i ft  being  Sod’s,  he  (aid  all  things  are 
delivered  unto  rne  of  my  father,  &c.— -See  Matt.  xi.  27. 
So  as  Chrift  the  antitype  of  that  typical  fabbath,  having 
power  to,  and  did  fulfil  Males’  law,  that  this  fabbath 
with  all  che  fhadows  did  pals  away  forever,  and  by  his 

refurre&ion  power  and  virtue,  did  manifdt  the  labbath 

of  reft,  that  never  {frail  have  an  end  forever. 

So  it  is  my  opinion,  that'  what  is  laid  m  the  before  ci~ 
i.Cvi  ti xt,  Gen.  Hi.  33,  contains  the  ium  of  what  I  have 
laid,  in  the  above  diicourfe,  though  fpoken  typically, 
\v!i;ch  appears  by  the  travel  of  Adam  and  Eve,  and  Cain 
and  Abel,  &c.  but  was  more  clearly  manifeftad  to  the 
prophets,  from  age  to  age, ’till  Chrift  come  to  complete 
tfte  reformation,  by  his  reftoring  that  he  took  not  away, 
in  fulfilling  the  law,  and  fatisfymg  juftice  for  us,  by  fuf- 
fe-.  ing  a  lea  of  a  hi  1  ft  10ns  for  us.  lla,  Ixiii.  <7.  In  all  their 
;  i:i  riions  he  was  ..id  cted,  and  the  angel  of  his  prefence 
r  ived  them,  in  his  love  and  pity  he  redeemed  them  j  and 
he  bare  them,  and  carried  them  all  the  days  of  old  ; 
jfjt  cn.  ii.  .8.  Acts  ix.  4.  So  the  ieaol  affliction  was  o- 
biigrd  to  give  up  the  dead  that  were  in  it,  and  as  Chrift 
ky  the  gi'ace  of  God  t Kited  death  for  every  man,  who. 


gave 


(—: E57 — ) 

gave  htmfdf  a  ranfom  for  all,  to  be  teftified  in  due  time, 
that  through  death  he  might  dcftroy  him  that  had  the 
power  of  death,  that  is  the  devil,  or  frnful  lufts,  and  def- 
troyed  death,  the  laft  enemy,  by  taking  away  the  fting  of 
death  which  is  fin,  fo  death  hath  no  more  dominion  over 
him  nor  his  bride  ;  and  as  he  for  ns  was  call  into  the 
lowed  pit  or  hell,  confined  in  the  grave,  yet  by  his  re¬ 
surrection  power  and  nghteoufnefs,  aroie  therefrom,  be¬ 
ing  looted  from  the  pains  of  death,  for  he  could  not  be 
holdcnofit,  and  his  bride  arofe  with  him;  fo  that  death 
and  hell  being  conquered,  was  obliged  to  deliver  up  the 
dead  which  were  in  them,  that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which 
was  proinifed  in  Mofea  xiii.  14, —  1  will  ranfom  them 
from  the  power  of  the  grave,  I  will  redeem  them  from 
death;  O  death  1  will  be  thy  plagues,  O  grave  I  will 
be  thy  deliruSdon  ;  repentance  (hall  be  hid  from  mins 
eyes. 

Therefore  death  and  hell  were  caff  into  the  lake  of  fire, 
this  is  the  iecond  death  ;  and  wholoever  was  not  found 
written  in  the  book  of  life,  was  calt  in  the  lake  of  fire  ; 
—  This  fecond  death  I  take  to  be  the  death  of  deaths,  as 
the  final  diffolving  every  thing  that  offends,  and  them 
that  do  iniquity,  that  was  gathered  out  of  Chrift’s  king¬ 
dom,  which  pertains  to  myltical  and  politic  Babylon,  be¬ 
ing  judged  and  condemned  according  to  their  works,  as 
before  mentioned. 

I  think  this  is  clearly  proved  Mai.  iv.  i, — For  behold, 
the  day  cometh  that  (hall  burn  as  an  oven,  and  all  the 
proud,  yea,  and  all  that  do  wickedly  fhall  be  ftubble, 
and  the  day  that  cometh  fhall  bum  them  up,  faith  the 
Lord  of  hofts,  that  it  fhall  leave  them  neither  root  nor 
branch  ;  I  fa.  it.  17,  18  ;  And  the  lofcinefs  of  man  fhall 
be  bowed  down,  and  the  haughtinefs  of  men  (hall  be  made 
low,  and  the  Lord  alone  fliail  be  exalted  in  that  day, 
and  the  idols  h'efiiall  utterly  abolifh. 

Thus  we  learn  that  Chriftdid  finifh  tranfgrefilon,  and 
made  an  end  of  fins,  and  did  tharougiy  purge  his  people 
from  ail  their  wickednefs,  and  preiented  them  to  himfelf 
without  blemifh,  in  his  own  righteoufnef ,  that  they 
might  worfhip  and  glorify  him  in  fpiric  and  truth,  in  this 
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new  Jerufalcrrs  ftate,  the  new  heaven  and  new  earth, 
wherein  dwelleth  righceoufnefs,  which  I  conclude  is 
Chrift’s  fpiritual  reign  with  his  church  on  earth.  See 
Rev.  v.  9,  10, — And  they  fung  a  new  Tong,  faying, thou 
art  worthy  to  take  the  book,  and  to  open  the  feals  there¬ 
of,  for  thou  waft  H  im,  and  h  ift  redeemed  us  to  God  by 
thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people, 
and  nation.  And  haft  made  us  unto  our  God  kings 
and  priefts,  and  we  (hall  reign  on  the  earth.  See  Exod. 
xfv.  6.  1  Pet.  it.  5,  9  ;  To  whom  it  is  faid,  ye  alfo  as 
lively  (tones  are  built  up  a  Ipintual  houfe,  an  holy  prieft- 
hood,  to  offer  up  fpiritual  facrifices  acceptable  to  God  by 
Jdus  Chrift.  Verfe  9,—3'jt  ye  are  a  chofen  generation, 
a  royal  priefthood,  an  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people, 
that yeftiould  (hew  forth  the  praifes  of  him  who  hath 
called  you  out  of  darknefs  into  his  marvellous  light  5 
thus  Handing  by  faith  in  the  love  of  the  truth,  as  good 
Soldiers,  having  as  the  Apoftle  faith,  Ephe.  vi.  it  to  the 
H9.  Put  on  the  whole  amrnur  of  God,  that  ye  may  be 
able  to  (land  againft  the  wiles  of  the  devil,  &c.  for  we 
wreftle  not  againft  flefh  and  blood,  but  againft  principal¬ 
ities,  againft  powers,  againft  the  rulers  of  the  darknefs 
of  this  world,  againft  Ipiritual  wickedneU  in  high  pla¬ 
ces. 

Thus  the  church  of  Chrift,  in  the  name  of  jefus,  hav¬ 
ing  their  loins  girt  about  with  truth,  and  having  on  the 
forcaft  plate  of  righteoufnefs,  and  their  feet  (hod  with  the 
preparation  of  the  gofpel  of  peace;  above  all  taking  the 
flueld  of  faith,  with  the  he!  net  of(alv.ition,& the  (word 
of  the  fpirit,  which  is  the  word  of  God, praying  always  with 
all  prayer, &  fopplic  n'ion  in  the  fpirit,  &  watching  thereun¬ 
to  with  all  perfeverence,  &  fupplication  for  all  fusts, Thus 
Chrift  furnifhech  his  fold  ers  with  bis  own  fpiritual  wea¬ 
pons,  not  one  of  them  earn  il,  for  though  we  walk  in 
rhe  Belli,  we  do  not  war  after  the  He  tin,  for  the  weapons 
of  our  warfare  are  not  carnal,  but  mighty  through  God 
to  the  pulling  down  of  ftrong  holds  ;  calling  down  im¬ 
agination,  and  every  high  thing  that  exalteth  itlelf  againft 
the  knowledge  of  God-,  and  bringing  into  captivity  eve¬ 
ry  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Chriit  $  2  Cor.  x.  j,  4, 
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5,  6.  I  obfervr,  although  Chri fc  our  king  and  fiviotir* 
did  go  through  this  war,  and  did  finifhthe  war,  by  his 
power  and  wildom,  and  went  into  the  lowed  pic  of  dark- 
nefs,  where  his  bride  was  confined  in  Babylon,  as  in  Mi- 
cah  iv.  10,  laft  part, — And  thou  (halt  go  even  to  Bab¬ 
ylon,  there  fhait  thou  be  delivered,  there  the  Lord  fhaii 
redeem  thee  from  the  hand  of  thine  tfitmies  ;  fee  Rev 

Hi.  7,— This  did  Chnft  alone,  and  no  man  with  him 

So  we  find  that  he  waned  net  againft  fitlh  and  blood 
but  againft  thole  enemies  above  mentioned  ;  lor  he 
came  not  to  deftroy  men's  lives  but  to  fave  them,  bus 
tho  his  brethren  left  him  in  his  [offering,  yet  he  doth  not 
leave  them  when  they  fufftr  for  his  fake,  becaufc  unto 
them  it  is  given  to  know  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  $  See  Matt.  xiii.  11  ;  being  the  lame  my  fie¬ 
ry  Paul  mentions  in  Rom.  xvi.  05,  26, — The  revela¬ 
tion  of  the  myftery,  which  was  kept  fecret  fince  the 
world  began  ;  but  now  is  made  manifeft  by  the  feriptures 
of  the  prophets,  according  to  tfcc  commandment  of  the 
everlafting  God,  made  known  to  all  nations, for  the  obe¬ 
dience  of  faith. 

Therefore  as  what  God  fpake  in  tmes  prft,  unto 
fathers  by  the  prophets,  did  prove  true,  by  Ch riffs  ap¬ 
pearing  in  the  flefb,  and  fulfilling  ail  that  they  fa i d  con¬ 
cerning  him,  and  as  God  hath  in  thefe  laft  days  fpoken 
unto  us  by  his  fon,  &c.  who  fa  d  this  is  my  beloved  fen 
hear  him,  for  in  him  my  foul  deiighteth.  Therefore  it 
is  of  neceflity  that  his  layings  arc  believed  and  pradi- 
fed  by  his  church,  in  the  new  Jerufaiem  fiate,  that  they 
appear  in  him  to  be  holy  as  he  is  holy,  that  by  his  Ipirir, 
they  may  rejoice  in  fuffering  as  Paul  did,  Colo.  i.  24, 

« — Who  now  rejoice  in  my  lufferings  for  you,  and  till  up 
that  which  is  behind,  of  the  affiiftion  of  Chriftin  mylelf, 
for  his  body’s  fake  which  is  the  church  efteeming  the  re¬ 
proach  of  thrift,  greater  riches  than  the  treasures  of 
Egypt. 

Thus  I  have  given  x  few  fkcrches  of  my  faint  ideas  of 
the  war  in  heaven,  fought  by  Chrift  in  the  days  of  his 
flefh,  againft  all  the  rulers  of  the  darknefs  of  this  world, 
calling  Qm  of  his  kingdom  all  thieves  and  robbers  that 

'  offend^ 
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offend,  and  thrfrfi  that  do  iniquity,  that  were  before  him, 
stPid  his  abol  idling  death,  and  did  by  his  riling  from  th^ 
dead,  bring  life  and  immortality  to  light  through  the 
gofpel,  by  which  he  hath  deftroyed  his  enemies  and  re¬ 
deemed  his  people  from  bondage  ;  this  victory  was  for 
his  bride,  and  hath  lent  his  fpirit  to  convince  his  people 
oi  fin,  righteoufnds  and  judgment.  By  this  means  the 
war  in  heaven  Was  fought  in  the  heart  or  mind  of  man. 
by  the  fpirit  and  power  of  Chrift/  as  Peter  faith 


Buc 


rejoice,  in  as  much  as  ye  are  partakers  of  Ghrift’s  fuffer- 
ings,  that  when  his  glory  .(hall  be  revealed,  ye  may  bg 
glad  alio  with  exceeding  joy, —  i  Pet.  iv.  ij;  Alfa 
Rom.  viii.  17.  2  Tim.  ii.  si,  12,  and  iv.  7.  Heb.  ih 
9,  10,  11,  12.  i  Pet  Hi*  14. 

Now  as  Chrift  the  captain  of  our  falvation  being  made 
perfed  through  bufferings  for  us,  we  are  made  per, fed;  m 
him,  herein  Chrift  and  his  church  are  one0  To  this 
bkfftclnds  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  are  entitled,  for  the/ 
blihdaefs  m  part  has  happened  to  Ifrael  until  the  fulneli 
of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in  :  and  fo  all  Ifrael  (hall  be  hi¬ 
ved,  See  Rom.  xi.  25,  26.  RIoft  i.  it.  Jer.  iii0 
12.  Joel  Hi.  17.  I  fa. /hr.  20.  Thefe  having  one  fhep- 
herd  are  gathered  into  one  fheep  fold,  being  joined  to 
the  Lord  are  of  one  fpirit,  for  the  Lord  hath  fulfilled 
his  promife  ;  fee  Ter.  Hi.  14.— Turn  O  back  Hiding 
children  faith  the  Lord  :  for  I  am  married  unto  you,  and 
I  will  take  you  one  of  a  city,  and  two  of  a  family,  and  I 
will  bring  you  to  Zion  $  fee  alfo  Ezek.  xvi.  61.  Ezek. 
xx.  42.  Thus  God  remembered  his  people  ifrael,  and 
did  bring  them  to  poffefs  and  enjoy  the  gofpel  reft  that  re* 
maineth  for  the  people  of  God  ;  Heb.  iv.  9,  10.  Rev* 
text.  4.  This  reft  is  the  new  heaven  and  new  earth* 
wherein  dwelleth  righteoufnefs  5  thus  is  manifefted 
what  is  uid  in  Songs,  1 tiii.  8, — W e  have  a  little  After  and 
flie  hath  no  breads,  what  fhall  we  do  for  our  After  (I  fra- 
el)  when  flit  (hall  be  fpoken  for;  Eph«  i.  10.  All  things 
gathered  in  Chrift,  &c.  A fts  xi.  19,  20,  21,  22,  23. 

Heie  is  all  nations  come  to  this  gofpel  marriage  feafi. 
Rev.  xix.  7, — Let  us  be  glad  and  rejoice, and  give  hon¬ 
or  to  him,  for  the  marriage  of  the  lamb  is  come,  and  his 

wife 
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Wife  hath  made  herfelf  ready*  knowing  this  th^f  gup  oM 
nian  is  crucified  with  him,  that  the  body  pf  fin  might  b# 
deftroycd,  tbit  henceforth  we  fhouJd  not  ftrvefin  j  Rom# 
vi.  6,  7,  &c.  So  {landing  faft  in  the  liberty  where 
with  Chrift  hath  made  us  free*  gnd  be  not  entangled  again 
with  the  ?oke  of  bondage.  .  .  , 

Therefore  in  this  gofpel  dav  of  Chrjft’s  {piritual  reign 
with  his  church  on  earth,  his  people  are  called  to  arils 
as  in  I  fa.  lx.  The  beginning  ante,  (bine,  for  thy  light  ii 
come  and  the  glory  of  the  Cord  is  riien  upon  thee* 
Zion  being  thus  adorned  with  the  glory  of  God,  was  $ 
great  wonder  that  appeared  in  heaven,  a  woman  clothed 
with  the  fun,  and  the  moon  under  her  feft  and  i?  pp.fi 
her  head  a  crown  of  twelve  flats,  &c,  — Rev.  xii.  i . 
Thus  Zion  being  in  principles,  praftife,  and  character, 
jfo  greatly  changed,  being  purified  and  cleanfed  by  the 
blood  of  the  Ion  of  God,  that  it  becomes  matter  of  in¬ 
quiry.  Songs  vi.  jo,— Who  is  ffis  that  looketh  for. h  as 
the  morning,  fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  Jon,  and  ter- 
riblc.^i  art  army  with  banners,  (a  fiag  or  enfigp.)  See  % 
Per.  *.  19,  Pb.  cxlix.  6,  7,  8,  9. 

Therefore  this  fa  notified  family  of  Jefus*  $he  houfe- 
hold  of  faith.  Thefe  walk  in  the  love  of  the  truth,  be¬ 
ing  of  one. mind  there  is  no  vain  glorying  ampngft  them* 
but  in  lowlinefs  of  mind,  they  rlieem  otheis  better  tin  a 
thcrnfclves,  (in  praftife.)  So  they  look  not  on  their 
own  things  as  fingle,  but  every  man  alfo  on  the  things 
of  others  that  the  fame  mind  might  appear  to  be  in 
ihem>  that  was  in  Chrift  Jelus,  who  humbled  hjtpfclf  tp 
Jervc  his  brethren,  though  he  was  the  king  of  glory  £ 
« — *hcy  therefore  through  the  fpirit  do  mortify  the  deeds 
of  the  body  and  live,  having  the  fruits  of  the  Jpir.'r, 
Jove,  peace,  joy>  long  fuftcring,  &c.  as  in  Gab  v.  0. 2^ 
S'],  24, —Fur  they  that  are  thrift's  have  crucified  the 
fiefh  with  tlie  afte&ions  &  1  oft.  This  is  theeffeds  of  a  gofpel 
faith,  in  them  that  believe  1  ha  t  their  old  map  i$  crucified 
'  with  Chrift  j  they  therefore  walk  not  after  the  fi.efh  buj 
after  the  fpirir.  So  as  ftrangers  and  pilgrims  they.  ,ab- 
ftain  from  .Sefhly  Juft  that  war  a  gain  ft  the  foul,  (their 
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a’nd  purSficth  the  Heart,  that  as  the  Apofile  faith,  2  Cor, 

l7>  Therefore  if  a.iy  man  be  in  Chrift  he  is  a  new 

creature,  oid  things  are  palt  away,  behold  all  things  ars 
become  new,  & 

Thus  the  chirr dr  of  Chrift  having  been  taught  the 
trutn  as  u  is  in  J'duSj  have  put  off  concerning  the  for* 
mer  con verfation,  the  old  man  which  is-  corrupt  accor~ 
■d-’sng  to  the  deceitful  luft,  and*  are  renewed  in  the  fpirit 
tot  1  be  it  mind?,  and  put  on  that  new  man,  which  after 
God  nr  created  in  righteoufneft  and  true  holmefs.  This 
is  being  born  again,  born  of  the  grace  and  fpirit  of  God, 
and  being  mandated  out  of  the  kingdom  of  darknefs, 
that  old  things  as  carnal  ordinances*  types,  and  fbadows^ 
toe  worldly  ianduary,  which  contained  the  firft  heaven,, 
are  pa  fled  away*  With  all  the  doctrines,  traditions,  and 
commandments  of  men  that  perifh.  ' 
t  T  hus  with  violence  that  great  city  Babylon,  with  all 
her  religious  principles, and  ail  her  political  government^ 
$nd  her  ci aftimen,  and'  all  her  warlike  weapons,  with 
which  they  have  (lain  io  many  of  their  brethren,  and  all 
that  appertain  to  that  cur  fed  viperous  brood  of  the  grea£ 
whore,  is  thrown  down,  and  fhall  be  found  no  mors 
all,  nor  their  place  found  any  more  in  heaven. 

According  to  the  promife  of  the  benevolent  parent  of 
the  univerfe  to  Zion  who  are  in  Chrift,  and  are  new 
treasures',  old  things  being  palled  away,  as  before  men¬ 
tioned,  it  is  now  Caid,  Behold,  all  things  are  become 
new,  tbdehave  been  planted  together  in  the  likenefs  of 
his  death,  fo  fhall  be  alio  in  the  likerrcfs  of  his  refurrec- 
lion,  hereby  our  old  man  was  crucified  with  him  ;  thus 
we  were  babtizcd  into  Chrift^'  death,  that  like  as  Chrift 
was  railed  up  from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the  father, 
evera  io  we  aifo  fhould  walk  in  newnefs  of  life.  So  all 
things  became  new  to  the  believer  of  whom  Jefus  faith, 
John.  vtii.  36, — If  the  fon  therefore  fhall  make  you  free, 
ye  lhall  be  free  indeed.  — And  as  he  faid  verfe  32,— And 

ye  fhall  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  fhall  make  ycis 
free.  t 

T  herefore  Zion  is  abfolutely  freed  from  fin  and  death 
by  Chrift  alone,  and  by  knowing  the  truth  experiment- 

-■ally* 
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aliy,  they  are  freed  in  their  own  hearts,  and  fo  freed  frotl; 
itcrmenc  or  forrow.  So  looking  into  die  perfect  law  of 
liberty,  and  continuing  therein,  fhal!  be  blefled  :n  their 
deeds  ;  the  Lord  hath  promifed  to  dwell  with  them  and 
be  their  Gad,  and  God  fcall  wipe  away  al!  tears  from 
their  eyes,  and  there  fhall  be  no  more  death,  neither  for- 
row,  r.or  crying,  neither  fh all  there  be  any  more  pain, 
for  the  former  things  are  paffed  away  ;  And  he  that  lac 
•upon  the  throne  faid,  Behold  I  make  all  things  new,  and 
he  faid  unto  me,  write  for  thefe  words  are  true  and  faith¬ 
ful.  And  he  faid  untome,  it  is  done,  I  am  Alpha 

„  .  c  ,  i  « 


mega,  the  beginning  and  the  end,  I  will 


give 

CJ 


unto 


him  that  is  a  third:  of  the  fountain  of  the  waters  of  life 
freely.  He  that  overcometh  Dial!  inherit  all  things, and 
I  will  be  his  God  and  he  fhall  be  my  fon  fee  Rev,  x x-L 
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I  conclude  this  to  be  the  time  Ifaiah  fpake  of,  Ifa« 
Me  xv.  6,  7,  8.  I  fa.  ii.  3.  Ua.xxxv.  10.  lla.lxi.  1,  2, 

.4.  I  fa.  !xv.  19.  Thefe  texts  you  may  read  for  fatisfac- 
lion,  and  as  they  teftify  that  this  is  the  time  that  the  ran- 
lamed  of  the  Herd,  fh all  return  and  come  to  Zion  with 
longs,  &c.  becaufe  die  time  of  the  reformation  was  ful¬ 
ly  come,  it  being  the  end  of  the  world,  that  this  refor« 
€oer  came  and  made  full  reftitution  to  his  father's  law  for 
his  people,  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf,  and  as  this  was 
she  end  of  the  law  difpenfation,  we  find  Dan,  xii. 
Ipeaking  of  this  time  it  was  by  an  oath*  when  all  thefe 
things  (hall  be  finifhed. 

I  believe  the  fame  angel  in  Rev.  x.  5,  6  ;  this  angel 
lifted  up  his  hands  to  heaven,  and  f 'ware  by  him  that  liv« 
cth  for  ever  and  ever,  that  time  fhall  be  no  longer,  that 
k  the  time  of  Babylon's  cruel  reign,  the  law  difpenia-* 
tion,  fhadows,  &c.  as  mentioned  above,  fhall  be  no  lon¬ 
ger,  when  the  righteous  are  in  authority,  the  people  re¬ 
joice,  but  when  the  wicked  beareth  rule  the  people 
morn  ;  Prov.  xxix.  2.  Efte.  Hi.  15.  But  now  the  wick¬ 
ed  are  (lain  and  caft  out  into  the  earth  ;  and  the  king  of 
glory  ruleth  in  heaven  and  earth,  the  people  rejoice  fay¬ 
ing  in  heaven,  now  is  come  falvation  and  ftrength,  and 
the  kingdom  of  our  God,  and  the  power  of  his  Chrift* 

for 
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for.  the  needier  of  our  brethren  is  caft  down,  which  accu-. 
feth  them  before  our  God  day  and  night.  'We  lee  that 
Daniei  and  John  agree  in  time  and  manner,  that  theac- 
cufiBglawof  Moles  (hall  be  caft  down,  as  by  the  angel  s 
fvvearmg  by  him  that  lives  for  ever  and  ever,  that  the 
time  of  the  1  aw  difptnfanon  fhall  be  no  longer.  Thus, 
wlo  things  are  palled  away  and  all  things  are  become 
iicw,  a  gofpel  d  i  f  pen  fat  \  on ,  life  without  death,  light 
Without  darkneis,  for  Chrift  is  the  word,  which  by  the 
jgofpel  is  preached  unto  you,  who  rules  king  in  this  new 
Jeruiaiem  ftate,  )n  which  all  his  fubjedts  are  at  peace^ 
ior  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the  kingdoms 
of  our  Lord,  and  of  his  (Thrift,  and  he  fhall  reign  for 
ever  and  ever  *  Rev.  xi*  25,  hft  parr,  we  find,  at  this 
fhnie  the  ancient  of  days  came,  and  judgment  was  given 
10  the  laints  of  the  rnoft  high,  and  the  time  came  that 
the  faints  poffrfTed  the  kingdom  $  Dan.  vii>  22,  ay* 
Matt.  xix.  28*  i  Cor.  vL  2,  3.  Ha.  foiii.  4. 

1  think  it  is  obvious  according  to  the  embaffy  of  the 
fcripture,  that  the  time  when  the  ancient  of  days  came, 
^nd  judgment  was  given  to  the  laints,  and  they  pofiefo 
let  L  he  Kingdom,  was  Chrifi's  refurreftion  power  and 
Wiidom,  when  he  fits  on  the  throne  of  his  glory,  for  now 
the  day  of  the  Lord  was  near  in  the  valley  of  decifion,# 
Mien  he  determined  and  ended  alt  con  trover  ties  God 
had  With  his  people,  fo  that  a  real  reformation  took 
place,  and  a  complete  refiuution  for  all  offences,  and 
invade  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  whereby  finntrs  are  re¬ 
conciled  to  God  bv  the  death  of  his  fon. 

Now  when  he  had  deftr  vyed  the  iaft  tnemv  death,  ha¬ 
ving  put  down  all  rule,  and  all  authority  and  power# 
then  Cometh  the  end  of  the  old  heaven,  for  he  as  the 
father's  faithful  agent  did  mansfeft  the  new  heaven# 
which  is  peace,  eind  eftablifhed  the  new  covenant  law, 
which  iiuove  and  freedom,  when  be  fhall  have  delivered 
up  the  kingdom  to  God,  even  the  father*  and  when  al 
things  fn  ui  be  fo  fid  ued  unto  him,  then  fhall  the  fon  al 
fo  him  let!  be  lubpet  unto  him  that  put  ail  tilings  under, 
feim,  that  God  may  be  all  in  ail. 

1  hus  agtet*  with  Jpho*  th&t  the, 

end 


$nd  of  the  world  means  the  end  of  the  lav/,  as  has  beee 
fa  id  before  ;  and  th»  manifefting  the  kingdom  of  grace 
and  glory,  to  his  church  in  this  life,  and  having  fubdu- 
ed  ail  things  unco  him,  then  fhall  the  fon  alio  himlelf  be 
fubjedi  unto  him  that  pm  all  things  under  him,  that  God 
may  be  all  in  all.  Therefore  as  the  father  did  give  all 
things  into  his  hand,  he  laid  all  power  is  given  unto  me 
in  heaven  and  earth,  that  when  he  had  finifhed  his  of¬ 
fice  of  afaviour,  as  God  manifeft  in  the  flefh,  wherein 
he  appeared  a  fon  in  affinity  with  his  brethren,  he  deliv¬ 
ered  op  the  kingdom  to  God,  even  the  father ;  then  final! 
She  fon  himfelf  become  fubjetfl  to  the  father  in  his  church, 
wherein  his  fonfhip  confifted  j  therefore  Jelus  came  and 
fpake  unco  them  faying,  all  power  is  given  unto  me  in 
heaven  and  earth  ;  then  lays,  go  ye  and  teach  all  nations, 
baptizing  them  in  (or  into)  the  name  of  the  father,  and 
of  the  ion,  and  of  the  holy  ghoft,  teaching  them  to  ob- 
ferve  all  things  whatfoever  1  have  commanded  you,  and 
io,  I  am  with  you  always  even  to  the  end  of  the  world. 
Amen,  as  if  he  had  faid,  although  I  go  away  out  of  the 
fight  of  your  natural  eyes,  if  any  man  love  me  he  will 
keep  my  words,  and  my  father  will  love  him,  and  we  will 
come  unto  him,  and  mike  our  abode  with  him,  and  the 
holy  ghoft  whom  the  father  will  fend  in  my  name,  he 
will  teach  you  ail  things,  &c.  Peace  I  leave  with  you, 
my  peace  I  give  unto  you,  not  as  the  world  giveth  ;  let 
not  your  heart  be  troubled,  neither  let  it  be  afraid,  for  lo, 
I  am  with  you  always,  even  to  the  end  of  the  world,  for 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  within  you. 

Therefore  as  this  is  the  laft  difpenfation  given  to  the 
church  of  Chrift  to  enjoy  in  this  life,  which  Daniel  calls 
a  kingdom  that  the  God  of  heaven  fee  up,  which  (lull 
never  be  deftroyed,  it  ill  all  (land  forever  $  fo  it  is  eter¬ 
nal.  '  ' 

The  Lord  faith  ifa  •  it.  I  will  reftore  thy  judges 
as  at  the  iirft,  and  thy  copnfellors  as  at  the  beginning,  af¬ 
terwards  thou  fhall  be  called  the  city  of  righteoufnefs, 
the  faithful  cuy.  that  when  Daniel's  prophecy  ifiould 
tjke  place,  which  was  when  Chriii  appeared  in  his  re- 
fune&ipn  power*  compared  $s  a  (tone  cut  out  of  the 

mountain 


mmn tain  without  hands,  which  did  fall  upon  Babylon* 
tffie  kingdoms  of  the  darknefs  of  this  world,  and  that  it 

brake  in  pieces  and  grind  to  powder,  or  diifjlve,aU  their 
idoi  Gods  and  their  falfe  worfhip  ;  then  did  he  by  his 
free  gofpel  power,  fet  up  and  c  hblifh  his  kingdom  of 
grace  and  glory,  that  never  fhall  be  deftroyed,  and  it 
fhall  ftand  forever.  See  Dm.  it.  44,  45.  Luke  xix.  12, 
IP  fa.fV.  9,  10,  1  Cor.  xv.  24.  I  fa.  xxviii.  16.  Zeeh.  xiu 
J.  1  Sam.  it.  1  to  the  u. 

In  this  kingdom,  the  new  heaven  and  new  earth, where¬ 
in:  dwells  righteoufnefs,  hath  the  Lord  reftored  to  his 
church  judges  as  at  the  firft,  and  counfellors  as  at  the  be« 
ginning,  as  when  our  firft  parents  lived  in  innocency* 
This  gofpel  church  is  fet  forth  in  Iia.  lx.  in  plain  and 
beautiful  colours  5  verfe  17  he  faith,  I  will  alio  make 
chy  officers  peace,  and  thy  exaflors  righteoufnefs.  This 
Slows  the  order  of  Cbrift’s  church  in  this  new  jerufalem 
flate,  walking  in  love  and  truth  ;  1  Cor.  xiL  27,  28  $ 
Now  ye  are  the  body  of  Chrift,  and  members  in  partic¬ 
ular  5  and  God  hath  fee  fome  in  the  church  firft  Apof- 
tleSj  fecondanly  prophets,  thirdly  teachers,  &c*  &c* 
Som,  x.  15  ;  How  (hall  they  preach  except  they  be  fent  l 
aa  it  is  written  ;  how  beautiful  are  the  feet  of  them  that 
preach  the  gofpel  of  peace,  and  bring  glad  tidings  of 
good  things. 

That  this  glad  tidings  of  good  things  were  revealed 
to  the  firft  generation,  is  evident,  by  the  promile  that 
the  feed  of  the  woman  fhall  bruile  the  ferpents  head;  a  t 
alfo  in  what  he  faid  to  the  woman,  Gen.  Hi.  16, — >In  for- 
row  thou  fhall  bring  forth  children,  and  thy  defire  fhall 
be  to  thy  hufband,  and  he  fhall  rule  over  thee,  fignifying 
she  churches  defire  to  Chrift,  and  ChrifFs  ruling  in  and 
over  the  church,  promifing  her  life  and  ialvation  in  him- 
felf,  in  charity,  and  in  holinefs,  fecr  1  Tim.  i.  15*1  Pet* 
Hi.  6. 

Verse  17,  18,  19. 

And  unto  Adam  he  faid ,  becaufe  thou  halt  hearkened  un - 

1  *4- 

to  the  voice  of  thy  wife r  curfed  is  the  ground  for  thy  fake * 
in  Sorrow  (bait  thou  eat  of  it  all  the  days  of  thy  life . 

'  This 
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This  manifefts  man's  being  made  fubjeft  to  vanity 
ind  the  apparent  cauieof  his  falling  into  if,  which  was 
his  difobed.ence,— So  that  the  darknefs  and  enmity  of 
their  minds  cauied  them  not  to  keep  their  firft  eftate* 
and  fo  left  their  own  habitation  ;  the  eftefts  of  which 
was  farrow,  that  in  this  world  they  (hall  have  tribulation 
ail  the  days  of  their  life*  See  Eccle.  i.  2,  3.  Rom.  vitk 

39,  Q.O0  Thorns  alfo  and  thiftles  (ball  it  bring  forth  to 
thee,  and  thou  (halt  eat  the  herb  of  the  field.  Job  xxxu 

40.  In  thefweat  of  thy  face  (halt  thou  eat  bread,  ’till 
thou  return  unto  the  ground,  for  out  of  it  waft  thou  ta- 
ken,  for  duft  thou  art,  and  unto  du(t  fhalc  thou  retun?. 
Thus  the  Lord  ftiows  his  paternal  care,  and  fraternal  love 
and  pity  to  his  Zion,  therefore  he  ^ave  them  moral  pre¬ 
cepts,  how  they  fhould  behave  in  this  life.  See  a  ThefL 
in.  10.  Eph.  v.  15.  Rom.  xiu  20.  Matt,  vii*  12,  ij# 
1 4. 

Thus  to  walk  in  brotherly  love  is  to  enter  in  at  the 
fir  ait  gate,  which  is  Ghrift,who  is  the  way,  the  truths 
and  the  life  ;  this  way  is  fo  narrow  that  unbelievers  can¬ 
not  wa!&  therein.— But  the  believer  hath  life  in  this  heav¬ 
enly  way,  doing  by  others  as  they  would  have  others  do 
to  them.  This  is  as  the  preacher  faith,  Eccle.  L  13,™ 
This  fore  travel  hath  God  given  to  the  fons  of  men,  to 
be  exercifed  therewith  1  laft  part  @f  the  verfe.  In  thi$ 
travel  God  hath  promifed  to  be  with  them,  and  feed  and 

fupport  them,  through  all  the  troubles  and  conflicts  of 
$his  life* 

Yirse  20. 

And  Adam  called  bis  wife  s  name  Eve ,  lecaufe  fhs 
the  mother  of  all  living . 

For  as  Eve  was  the  mother  of  all  that  was  born  after 
the  flefh,  that  was  brought  into  bondage  by  her  being 
deceived,  being  in  the  tranfgrefilon  ;  lo  likewjfe  as  fhe 
was  the  figure  of  the  church  of  Ghrift,  and  as  Chrift  was 
made  of  a  woman,  and  as  it  is  (aid,  flhe  fhall  be  called 
the  Lord  our  righteoufneis.  So  I  think  Eve  was  a  type 
the  new  Jeruialem,  in  Gal  iv<  26, -But  Jerufelem 

which 


Much  is  above  is  free,  which  is  the  mother  of  a  Lb 

VjERSE  21. 

£7#/0  <2^/0,  /$  bis  wife ,  did  the  Lord  God  make 

&oats  of  (kins  and  clothed  them, 

I  believe  that  the  clothing  here,  means  not  the  cloth¬ 
ing  of  the  earthy  man  only,  but  in  a  fpeciaS  feofc  is  to* 
be  underftood  the  churches  being  clothed  with  Chrifts$ 
rigfyteoufnefs.  Rev.  Hi.  18.  2  Cor.v.  2,  3* 

Verse  22. 

And  the  Lord  God  /aid,  behold  the  man  is  become  ad 
cite  of  us,  to  know  good  evil  :  arid  now  led  he  put  forth 
his  hand ,  and  take  alfoof  the  tree  of  life *  and  eat,  and 
li  ve  forever  i 

Thus  did  the  Lord  God  difeover  to  the  fir  ft  genera¬ 
tion,  by  the  law  what  was  fin,  and  the  evil  tffedte  of  it 
which  was  condemnation,  as  before  faid.  So  I  believe 
that  by  the  revelation  of  the  faviour  jefus  Chrift,  the 
feed  of  the  woman,  that  deftroyed  the  devil,  and  ftt  them 
free  in  their  underftanding  from  condemnation  and 
death,  by  which  they  knew  the  real  good.  This  made 
the  apoftle  give  this  inftrudion,  Cob  iii.  which  you  can 
read  at  lei  lure  ,  he  begins,— If  ye  then  be  rifen  with 
Chrifl,  feekthefe  things  which  are  above,  where  Chrift 
fit  tech  on  the  right  hand  of  God.  Set  your  affedio  n  on 
things  above,  not  on  things  on  the  earth;  lor  ye  art 
dead  and  your  life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  Cod  ;  when 
Chrift  who  is  our  life  ffisll  appear,  then  fhall  ye  alfb 
appear  with  him  in  glory,  &C.  For  all  things  but 
Chrift  is’  called  vanity,  in  the  before  cited  Eccle.  i.  2,  3  $ 
fo  that  man  might  fee,  that  by  the  deeds  of  the  law  m 
could  not  attain  to  life  eternal. 

Verse  23. 

.  -  f.  r  i 

Therefore  the  Lord  God  fent  him  forth  from  the  garde 0 
0/  Eden,  to  till  the  ground  from  whence  be  was  taken , 

So  man  was  lent  from  the  fields  of  that  para- 

dife 
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^ife  of  pleafure  they  enjoyed  heretofore,  that  si  faithful 
ftewards  and  fervants  of  God  they  might  till  t he  ground* 
See  Ecele.  v.  9, — Moreover,  the  profits  of  the  earth  10 
for  all,  the  king  bimfelf  is  ferved  by  the  field. 

Verse  24. 

So  be  drove  out  the  men,  and  be  pieced  at  the  Mali  of 
the  garden  of  Eden  Cbtrubims ,  and  a  flaming /word  which 
turned  every  way,  to  keep  the  way  of  the  f  ee  of  life. 

I  underftand  by  the  man’s  being  drove  out  fignifies? 
that  he  was  in  a  circurnftance  both  in  body  and  mind, 
that  wifdom  fee  it  would  be  beft  he  fhould  be  removed 
from,  that  he  might  fee  the  goodnefs  of  God  to  him,  in 
the  kingdom  of  providence,  and  his  everlafting  love  in 
Chrift  jefus,  who  did  by  the  fpirit  of  the  golpel,  drive 
out  ofiiis  mind  or  temple,  unbelief,  and  all  iniquity,  o£ 
what  name  or  nature  loever 5  John  ft.  14,  15,  16  ;  hers 
he  drpveoutof  the  temple, meaning  the  heart, all  evil,ecc. 
So  the  life  and  power  of  the  refurredlion  of  Chrift,  was 
the  fame  in  kind  in  the  firft:  age,  as  it  was  to  the  agethaG 
faw  him  after  he  arofe.— Here  is  the  fame  gofpel  teach¬ 
ings  manifefted,  by  his  placing  cherubiir.s  and  a  flaming 
fword,  which  turned  every  way,  to  keep  the  way  of  tjh« 
tree  of  life,  which  is  Chrift’s,  the  fame  to  the  firft  as  t@ 
the  laft.  Here  is  the  firft  gofpel  preaching,  tho  fpokent 
metaphorically,  yet  it  points  to  the  confumate  good,  thac 
the  univerfai  general,  affembly  and  church  of  the  fit ffc 
born,  which  are  written  in  heaven,  are  entitled  to  5  fee 
Rev.  xiv.  4.  5  ;  Thefe  are  they  that  follow  the  Lamb, 
and  are  without  fault  before  the  throne  of  God  /  thefe: 
are  taught  by  the  cherubim,  that  is  the  fpirit  of  truths 
that  to  live  by  the  faith  cf  Chrift  is  to  live  happy, taking 
the  fword  of  the  fpirit  wh  ch  is  the  word  of  God,  by 
twhich  power  they  are  preferred  from  idolatry  and  fielhlf 
lulls' that  war  againft  the  foul. 

So  the  churches  life  being  hid  with  Chrift  in  God, 
■who  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life,  the  wifdom  and 
love  of  God,  that  turned  every  way,  where  the  church, 
of  Chrift  was  called  ro  travel  5  lo  that  the  ways  of 
Chrift  might  always  be  kept  in  their  afis&ions  muft  de« 

Y  •  ^reabk* 
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flreable^  Thus  the  Lord  led  them  all  the  days  of  old* 
fee  i  Per.  ii.  11.  Heb.  ix.  12 .  Johp  xiv.  6.  Heb.  r.  7* 
Korn,  iii.  20. 

Thus  I  confider,  that  according  to  the  fcriptnres  of 
truth*  this  church  of  the  firft  born,  whole  names  are  writ-* 
ten  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life*  which  is  Chrift's  body3 
fo  by  divine  nature  and  union  with  Chrift,  they  were 
joi»t  heirs  with  him*  to  the  kingdom  of  glory  before  the 
world  began.  Herein  they  are  God's  peculiar  treafure  * 
Xo  in  Chrift  their  exiftence,  their  dignity  and  glory,  was 
eternal  and  unchangeable,  that  in  this  fpecial  ienfe  they 
were  always  in  the  pofftiTion  of  the  new  heaven  $  but  as 
it  pleafed  God  in  infinite  wifdom*  to  make  a  difpky  of 
his  goodnefs,  power  and  glory  in  this  world,  by  creation, 
formation  and  providence  $  fo  that  from  generation  to 
generation,  he  might  manifeft  himfelf  an  unchangeable 
and  merciful  God,  of  inflexible  juftice,  who  is  rhe  judge 
of  all  the  earthy  who  will  not  condemn  the  righteous  nor 
dear  the  guilty. 

Therefore  his  ways  are  all  equal  to  the  children  of 
men,  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  according  to  his  difpenfa- 
jtions,  and  has  made  all  things  to  be  beautiful  in  his  time 
according  to  the  feriptures,  for  his  counfel  final!  ftand, 
who  will  do  all  his  ple.afu.re  *  altho’  the  church  of 
Chrift  was  eternally  in  union  with  Chrift,  yet  being 
made  fubject  to  vanity,  they  were  loft  in  their  underftan- 
ding,  as  has  before  been  mentioned.  So  that  in  this 
militant  ftate  they  are  fo  divided*  through  unbelief,  thae 
they  are  not  all  at  one  time  brought  into  the  enjoy- 
meat  of  this  bleffed  inheritance*  while  in  the  body  or 
time  lafts  ;  but  the  Lord  hath  promifed,  faying,  Turn 
O  backfliding  children,  faith  the  Lord*  fori  am  marri¬ 
ed  unto  you,  and  1  will  take  you  one  of  a  city,  and  two 
of  a  family,  and  will  bring  you  to  Zion  ;  fee  Jere.  iii+ 
14^—So  in  his  time  all  fliail  be  faved  and  come  to  Zion  * 
Abel  the  firft. 

Thus  we  fee  in  the  travel  of  the  firft  family,  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Adam  ;  the  Lord  hath  refpeet  unto  Abel  and  to 
liis  offering,  for  he  brought  the  firftlings  of  his  flock, 
3*ad  of  the  fat  thereof.  Prov*  uu  5.  Numb#  xviii.  12* 


Heb.  xi.  4.  Exo.  xxti.  29.  1  Tim.  it.  8  ;  pointing  to 
Chrift.  But  unto  Cain  and  to  his  offering  he  had  not 
refpeft,  for  he  brought  the  fruit  of  the  ground  an  offer¬ 
ing  unto  the  Lord,  which  was  his  own  works  and  his 
own  righteoufnefs,  and  becaufe  the  Lord  would  not  ex¬ 
cept  it  he  was  wroth,  as  ail  Pharifees  are;  for  this  caufe 
"fee  flew  his  brother  Abel,  which  fliows  he  that  is  born 
after  the  flefh  will  perfecute  him  that  is  born  after  the 
fpirit,  bf  the!'-;  two  is  m  mifefted  the  feed  o!  the  woman 
and  feed  of  the  ferpent,  and  the  travel,  and  the  effects  of 
the  travel  of  the  children  of  men  in  ail  generations,  to 
■she  end  of  time.  Matt.  xx.  1 1,  15. 

Phus  we  may  fee  the  ignorance  of.  mankind,  that 
when  Eve  had  brought  forth  Cain  (he  laid,  I  have  got¬ 
ten  a  man  from  the  Lord,  in  the  margin.,  the  man  the 
Lord  ;  I  think  it  Teems  by  this  lire  thought  it  was 
Chrift,  but  he  proved  a  murderer,  to  (how  that  which 
is  natural  was  firft,  and  afterwards  that  which  is  fpiritu- 
al  the  I  ait  ;  Adam  was  made  a  quickning  fpirir,  the 
Lord  from  heaven.  Hence  I  learn  from  divine  truth, 
that  by  the  quickning  influence  of  the  fpirit,  of  the  Lord 
from  heaven,  that  there  was  in  kind,  in  a  lefler  or  great¬ 
er  degree,  revealed  to  the  underftandings  of  God’s  peo¬ 
ple  from  generation  to  generation,  that  the  redeemer 
fhould  certainly  come  to  Zion,  and  complete  the  refor¬ 
mation  and  reftitution  of  all  things,  which  God  hath  fpo- 
ken  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets  Once  the 
world  began,  -which  glorious  light  did  (bine  more  and 
■more  unto  this  perfect  day,  wherein  the  new  heaven  ancl 
the  new  earth  was  manifefted,  and  the  Aril  heaven  and 
the  ftrft  earth  were  palTL-d  away  and  there  were  no  more 
fea,  as  above  (aid. 

The  ftrft  houfe  was  completely  furniftsed  with  types 
and  figures  pointing  to  Chrift,  the  new  or  lpiritual  houfe, 
not  made  with  hands  eternal  in  the  heaven,  therefore 
there  is  no  vail  to  hide  the  glory  thereof,  it  being  done 
away  in  Chrift  ;  but  Mofes  put  a  vail  over  his  face,  thac 
the  children  of  Ifrael  could  not  ftedfaftly  look  to  the  end 
@f  that  which  is  abolished  ;  but  their  minds  were  blind¬ 
ed,,  for  until  this  day  remiineth,  the  fame  veil  untaken 

away. 
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•way*  In  reading  of  the  old  teftament*  which  vail  iidon® 

iwav  in  Chrift  $  but  even  umothis  day,  (not  only  th® 
Jews  but  all  people,)  when  Mofes  is  read  (as  a  condi¬ 
tional  covenant,  that  upon  their  doing  good  works, would 
be  in  the  lea  It  degree  helpful  to  their  juftification  before 
God,)  the  vail  is  upon  their  heart*  nevenhelels  when  \i 
fn«li  turn  to  the  Lord  the  vail  (hall  be  taken  away  ;  ■  fee 
Hof.  in .  $,-*»Aftcrward  (hall  the  children  of  llrad  re¬ 
turn  and  leek  the  Lord  their  God,  &e.  Eze.  xxxiv.  23, 
‘—And  I  will  fee  up  one  fhephtrd  over  them,  &c.  Mic, 
iv.  I,  — But  in  the  !aft  days  it  ihali  come  to  pals,  that 
the  mountain  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  fhall  be  eftabii- 
feed  in  the  top  of  the  mountains,  and  people  fhail  flow 
onto  it  ;  fee  Pfa.  rv.  3,— Thy  people  (hall  be  willing  in 
(the  day  ot  thy  power,  &e. 

Therefore  in  the  breaking  forth  of  this  glorious  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  iait  days,  it  being  the  laft  ddpeniation  given 
tto  the  children  of  men,  to  travel  in  and  enjoy  in  this 
world  5  the  Lord  hath  promifed  to  deftroy  in  this  moun¬ 
tain,  the  face  of  the  covering  caft  over  all  people,  and 
the  vail  that  is  fpread  over  ail  nations  j  I  fa.  xxv,  7  ;  as 
in  2  Cor.  Hi.  17,  vs.  Now  the  Lord  is  that  fpim,  and 
where  the  (pint  of  the  Lord  fj,  there  is  liberty*  Thus 


the  fpiric  of  the  Lord  convincing  the  (inner  of  the  evil 
Of  his  ways,  works  in  the  mind  a  godly  furrow  therefor* 
that  wdrketh  repentance  to  Salvation  5  fo  they  being  con¬ 
verted,  they  believing  in  jefus,  that  by  him  alone  their 
fins  are  blotted  out,  for  the  time  of  refreshing  is  coma 
from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  that  they  fee  and  fed  in 
their  heart  and  mind,  by  the  flaming  love  of  God,  in  the 
glad  tidings  of  thegofpd  of  Chrift,  the  old  heaven’s  paf* 
Jed  away,  and  the  elements  under  which  they  were  kept 
in  bondage,  Hid  melt  with  the  fervent  heat -of  God's  love, 


and  by  it  their  earthy  mindednefs,  and  their  love,  and 
dependence  on  earthy  things  are  burnt  up  ;  lo  they 
are  crucified  to  the  world  tfhd  she  world  to  them,  old 
things  are  palled  a wav,&  behold  all  things  are  become  new* 
Thus  by  the  faith  of  Jefus  they  lee  by  him  the  reftitu- 
tion  of  all  things,  contained  in  the  covenant  of  God's 
peace  before  the  world  hegaiij  that  being  brought  by  th# 
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fpirit  of  G^d  into  the  liberty  of  the  Jons  of  God  ;  hut 
we  ail  with  open  face,  beholding  as  in  a  glafs  the  glory 
of  the  Lord,  arc  changed  into  the  fame  image,  from 
glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  ;  fo 
they  that  are  thus  joined  to  the  Lord  arc  one  Ipirir,  the  * 
funs  of  God  without  rebuke.  There  *s  therefore  now 
no  condemnation  to  them  which  are  in  Chrift:  Jeius,  (by 
a  living  faith)  who  walk  not  after  the  fkfh,  but  after  the 
fpirit;  thefe  being  freed  from  fin  and  the  pov?er  of  lofts, 
continuing  in  the  perfect  law  of  liberty,  are  ako  freed 
from  condemnation  $  fo  being  let  go  from  the  prifoa 
fcoufeof  darknefs  and  unbelief,  they  go  to  their  own 
company  ;  fee  Jere.  xxxi.  34  ;  And  they  fhall  teach  no 
ynorc  every  man  his  neighboured  every  n  an  his  broth¬ 
er,  faying,  know  the  Lord,  for  they  fhall  all  know  me, 
from  the  leaft  of  them  unto  the  greateft  of  them,  faith 
the  Lord,  for  1  will  forgive  their  iniquity,  and  1  will  re- 
'  member  their  fin  no  more  $  lee  Jer.  /.  20. 

Thus  in  brotherly  love,  endeavouring  to  keep  the  uni¬ 
ty  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  pfcacc.  Eph.  tv.  3,  4,  5,  6. 

1  Cor,  /.  10,  Phil.  it.  23.  Rom.  xv.  5.  Heb.  xii  14, 
Thefe  believers  in  Chrift,  drink  into  one  fpirit,  are  of 
one  mind,  they  walk  by  the  fame  rule  and  all  mind  the 
fame  things;  they  afiemble  themfelves  together  to  wor¬ 
ship  the  trim  and  living  God,  in  fpirit  and  truth,  whom 
God  did  predeftinate  to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of 
his  fan,  that  he  m  ghc  be  the  ftrft  born  among  many 
.  brethren  ;  thefe  being  the  church  of  Chrift,  was  called 
chriftrans  firft  in  Antioch,  this  was  their  proper  title  5 
go  this  chriftian  church  teaching  and  pradifing  accord¬ 
ing  to  truth,  Chrift  lauh  ye  are  the  light  of  the  world, 
a  city  that  is  let  on  an  hill,  cannot  be  hid;  Let  your 
light  fo  fame  Before  men,  that  they  may  ke  your  good 
works,  and  glorify  your  father  which  is  in  heaven,— 
jMatt.  v .  14,  16,—  For  this  is  the  path  of  the  juft  that  i& 
as  the  (Lining  light,  that  fhinefh  more  and  more  unto 
the  perfect  day.  As  in  I  Pet.  i'u  1 2,  — Having  your  ccn- 
verfation  honeft  among  the  Gentiles,  that  were  as  they 
fpeak  againft  you  as  evil  doers,  they  may  by  your  good 
works  which  they  fhali  behold,  glorify  God  in  the  day 

m  vifitstiois*  T*  hu$ 
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Thus  good  works  are  recommended  to  be  profitable 
mio  men,  when  they  are  the  produce  of  the  faith  of 
Ciinft  tnat  works  by  love  ;  Gal.  v.  6  ;  For  faith  if  it 
hath  not  works,  is  dead  being  alone  ,  fo  by  works  faith 
Is  made  perfelt,  which  may  be  read  at  large  in  James  ii . 
Jam.  i.  27,— Pure  religion  and  ondefiled  before  God  and 
the  father,  is  ibis  to  viiit  the  fatherlcfs  and  widows  in 
taeir  affliction,  and  to  keep  himfelf  unfpotted  from  the 
world  5  fee  Jade  xxiii.  Therefore  to  him  that  knoweth 
to  do  good,  and  doth  it  not  to  him  it  is  fin  ;  Jam.  iv* 
27.  Lake  xii.  47.  And  in  order  to  maintain  good  works 
Chrift  (aid  to  his  difcipl  es,  Matt.  xxvi.  42, —  Watch  and 
pray,  thu  yc  enter  not  into  temptation.  See  Ephe*  vL 
at 8.  1  Tim.  ii.  1. 

The  a  pottle  Peter  knowing  the  ffnares  the  church  was 
Sn  danger  of  falling  into,  while  in  this  world,  gives  this 
admonition,  2  Pet.  hi.  17, — • Yc  therefore  beloved,  feeing 
ye  know  thefe  things  before,  beware  led*  ye  alfo  being 
led  away  with  the  error  of  the  wicked,  fall  from  your 
own  ftedfaftnefs.  Ver.  1 3, —-But  grow  in  grace,  and 
in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift, 
€0  him  be  glory  both  now  and  forever,  Amen.  Now 
sis  the  church  of  Chrift  have  by  the  voice  of  God’s  fpi- 
rit  come  out  of  Babylon,  which  was  unbelief  and  dark- 
Refs,  and  turned  from  worshipping  idol  Gods,  and  from 
her  church  orders,  principles  and  difeiptine,  alio  her 
curfed  cruel  kingly  authority,  and  bloody  national  laws, 
under  which  rule  there  is  no  peace  nor  fafety.  So  now 
they  partake  not  of  her  fins  nor  receive  of  her  plagues, 
and  being  born  of  the  grace  and  fpirit  of  God,  and  re¬ 
newed  in  the  foirit  of  their  minds  as  new  born  babes,  de- 
lire  the  fin  cere  milk  of  the  word  that  they  may  grow 
(thereby,  having  tailed  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  they 
©re  at  peace  with  G  )d  through  Chrift,  and  alfo  one  with 
another  ;  thus  having  believed  on  Chrift  as  the  feriptures 
hath  faid. 

Therefore  they  take  Chrift  and  his  apoftles  for  a  fpc- 
cimen  to  walk  by,  both  in  church  and  ftate,  they  delight 
in  the  law  of  their  God  after  the  inner  man,  Chrift  is 
4-heir  prophet,  pried:  and  king.  Their  judges,  counfet- 

lors* 


Son,  officers  and  exa&ors,  is  the  peace  of  God  ruling  it 
their  hearts,  this  human  governor  caufed  them  with  de¬ 
light  to  feed  the  hungry  and  cloth  the  naked,  &c.  and 
to  manifeft  by  their  works  that  they  lov£  their  neighbour 
as  themfelves. 

They  fay,  gather  together  ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  and  I 
will  tell  you  what  he  hath  done  for  my  foul.  Then 
they  that  feared  the  Lord  fpake  often  one  to  another, 
and  the  Lord  hearkened  and  heard  */,  and  a  book  of  re¬ 
membrance  was  vvritten  before  him,  &c.  and  as  God's 
witneffes,  i  John  i.  That  which  was  from  the  begin¬ 
ning,  which  we  have  heard,  which  we  have  feen  with 
our  eyes,  which  we  have  looked  upon,  and  our  hands 
have  handled  of  the  word  of  life.  See  John  i.  i,  4.  Prov, 
viii.  22 .  For  the  life  was  inanifefted  and  we  have  feen 
if,  and  bear  witnefs,  and  fhew  unto  you  that  eternal  life 
which  was  with  the  father,&  was  manifefted  untous,thac 
which  we  have  feen  and  heard,  declare  we  unto  you  that 
ye  alfo  may  have  feiiowfhip  with  us,  and  truly  our  fel- 
iowfhip  is  with  the  father,  and  with  his  fon  Jefus  Chrifh 
Hence  it  is  evident  that  the  church  of  Chrift  in  this  lat¬ 
ter  day  of  glory,  did  experience  the  goodnefs  and  faith— 
fulnefs  of  God  in  Chrift  to  his  people,  to  be  the  fame  in 
kind  in  the  beginning  of  the  world,  as  it  was  to  them 
which  is  eternal  life,  which  life  they  enjoyed.  There¬ 
fore  they  fpake  often  one  to  another,  concerning  thefe 
glorious  treafures  God  hath  laid  up  for  them  that  love 
and  fear  him,  by  which  means  they  gain  fellow ih ip  one 
with  another. 

Here  is  thefe  two  certain  evidences  of  a  true  believer,, 
Firft.  1  John  tv.  13,— Hereby  know  we  that  we  dwell 
in  him  and  he  in  us,  bccaufe  he  hath  given  us  of  his  fpi-  1 
ric.  Secondly.  We  know  that  we  have  palled  from 
death  unto  life,  becaufe  we  love  the  brethren  ;  he  chat 
loveth  not  his  brother  abiaeth  in  death,  not  in  word  and 
in  tongue,  but  in  deed  and  in  truth,  as  we  read  in  s 
John  Hi.  14,  15,  16,  17,  i§,  19,  ao,  &c.  , 

As  this  is  the  charafter  of  God,  lo  it  is  of  his  church, 
for  God  is  a  fpirit  and  God  is  love  ;  fo  his  church  who 
%aik  after  the  fpirit  walk  in  love,  have  the  fame  charac- 
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ter  on  ChrlfPs  account  ;  i  Pet,  ii.  t  ye  area  chou 

ien  generation,  a  roya!  priefthood,  an  holy  nation,  a  pe¬ 
culiar  people,  that  ye  fhould  fliew  forth  the  praiies  of 
him  who  hath  called  yon  out  of  datknefs,  into  his  mar¬ 
vellous  light  %  holinefs  is  God's  name,  therefore  he  calk 
his  people  a  holy  nation,  faying,  I  will  call  yon  by  my 
name,  for  yc  are  mine  *  this  is  the  new  name  the  Lord 
prom i fed  them,  and  in  the  light  of  the  fpiric  of  truth, 
they  fee  and  know  they  have  fin,  and  if  they  confefs 
their  fins,  he  is  faithful  and  juft  to  forgive  them,  and  to 
cleanfe  them  from  all  unnghteoufnefs,  faying,  But  if  we 
walk  in  the  light  as  he  is  in  the  light,  we  have  fellow- 
fhip  one  with  another,  and  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chnft  his 
fon  cleanfech  us  from  all  fin. 

Thus  Paul  travelling  m  this  new  Jerufalem  frate^ 
faid,  Rom.  vii.  14  to  the  end  of  the  chapter, — For  we 
know  that  the  law  is  fpiritual^  but  I  am  carnal  fold  un¬ 
der  fin.  Then  he  mantfelis  the  warfare  between  flrfh 
and  fpirit,  faying,  for  that  which  f  do,  I  allow  not  5  for 
what  I  would  that  I  do  not  5  but  that  !  hate,  that  do  L 
But  here  was  the  witnefsof  the  fpirit  of  Jcius  in  hismind, 
that  made  him  lay,— If  then  I  do  that  which  1  would 
hot,  I  confirm  unto  the  1  iw  that  it  is  good  $  —  He  then 
fhows  from  whence  this  evil  praftife  tfrifes.  Now  thera 
it  'is  no  more  1  that  do  if,  but  fin  that  dwelleth  in  me* 
—  Then  he  fhows  where  fin  dwelleth,  for  I  know  that  in 
me  (that  is  in  rnv  (Tfh,)  dwelleih  no  good  thing. 

In  this  manner  he  goes  on  making  a  d  (Terence  be¬ 
tween  the  fpiric  of  love,  by  which  he  took  delight  in 
the  law  of  God  after  the  inward  man,  and  the  law  thae 
was  in  h  s  members,  as  hr  faid,  Warnng  ag.aiuft  the  law 
of  my  mind,  and  bringing  me  into  captivity  to  the  la-r 
of  fin,  which  is  in  mv  members.  This  made  him  cry 
011,  under  this  bondage  of  corruption, —O  wretched 
man  that  I  am,  who  (hall  deliver  me  from,  the  body  of 
this  death. 

It  feems  by  <b:s  he  fearched  all  nature  through,  and 
there  w,s  n  helper,  no  man  todcliver  his  brother  from 
death,  by  w  :  i  .  his  mind  was  engaged  to  meditate  in,' 
and  corifider  c  eounlel  and  difpenfation  of  God,  con¬ 
cerning 


ternlhg  the  fohs  of  men.  in  this  lire,  and  acknowledge! 
they  are  juft  and  right  5  hereby  he  difeerns  between  th« 
righteous  and  the  wicked,  between  him  that  ferveth  God 
and  him  that  ferveth  him  not3  and  feeing  the  divifion  td 
be  made  in  himfelfi  fo  it  is  in  all  nations,  for  this  hd 
faith,  I  thank  God  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  fa 
then,  with  the  mind  i  myfelf  ferve  the  law  of  God,  bug 
with  the  flelh  the  law  of  fin.  Therefore  he  faith,  5  Con, 
*v.  10,  laft  parr,  — But  I  laboured  more  abundantly  than 
they  all,  yet  not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  which  was  with 
me. 

Thus  was  the  creature  madefubjed  to  vanity,  for  (hit 
reafon,  that  where  fin  abounded  the  grace  of  God  might 
much  more  abound,  through  Chrift  to  eternal  life, for  all 
men, as  in  If*.#/.  1,2,— Comfort  ye, comfort  yemv  people^ 
faith  your  God.  Speak  ye  comfortably  to  JerufaJen* 
and  cry  unto  her,  that  her  warfare/*  accomplished,  that: 
her  iniquity  is  pardoned,  for  (he  hath  received  of  the 
Lord's  hand  double  for  all  her  fins.  See  lia.  Ixi,  7, — « 
For  your  (hme  you  /ball  have  double,  and  for  confufiori 
they  (hail  rejoice  in  their  portion  -s  therefore  in  their 
land  they  (hall  poffeft  the  double,  everlafting  joy  (hall  b e 
tinto  them. 

Thus  the  church  of  Chrift,  (landing  in  the  enjoyment 
of  thefe  promifed  bieffings,  having  fellowship  with  the 
father  and  his  fon  Jefus  Chrift,  and  with  one  another  im 
the  truth  ;  they  as  lively  (tones,  are  built  up  a  fpirbuai 
houfe,  an  holy  priefthood,  to  offer  up  Spiritual  facrifice# 
Acceptable  to  God  by  jefus  Chrift.  See  I  Pet.  ii,  5* 
Now  the  gofpel  church  being  viffibly  gathered  into  a  fo- 
ciety,  they  chufe  elders  and  deacons,  men  that  believe 
the  truth  and  walking  in  love,  are  faithful  wicneffes  for 
God  5  fo  ail  the  ftatutes,  laws  arid  ordinances  of  ,thii 
houfe  is  fpiritiial,  there  is  no  worldly  faneluary,  types*, 
fior  fhadow  of  things  to  come,  and  thde  muft  cede  £ 
therefore  the  Lord  (aid,  Ifa.  ixv.  s8,  (9,— But  be  you 
giad  and  rejoice  forever,  in  that  which  I  create,  for  be¬ 
hold,  1  create  jerufalerri  a  rejoicing,  and  her  people  a  joy* 
And  I  will  rejoice  in  jeridakrn,  $nd  joy  in  my  people* 
.and  the  voice  of  weeping  fcalS  be  m  mQ r.§  heard  in  her* 
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ufor  tH'c  voice  of  drying.  Thus  the  Lord  dweller!}  'in  cfie 
m.hd  of  his  church  and  people,  by  his  holy  (pint,  they 
being  fanftified  the  word  and  [pirit,  united  in  love,  fee¬ 
ing  eye  to  eye,  snd  walking  hand  in  hand,  being  all  of 
one  mind  and  one  judgment  in  the  Lord,  that  there  is  no 
fchifm  in  the  body  ;  fa  being  governed  by  the  fpirit  of 
^efus,  thev  feve  God  with  their  bodies  and  fpiriis  which* 
re  the  Lord’s. 

That  as  our  fir  ft  parents  lived  in  a  date  of  innocencyv 
in  uninterrupted  peace  and  reft,  it  was  a  figure  of  this 
gofnel  day,  and  aifo  the  children  of  Ifrael  coming  out 
of  Egypt,  by  the  mighty  power  and  love  of  God,  and’ 
God's  giving  them  the  land  of  Canaan,  which  he  prom- 
ifed  Abraham  and  his  feed  for  an  everlafbng  poffcffion  7 
snd  l  will  be  their  God,  and  the  Lord  delivered  ail  their 
enemies  into  their,  hands,  and  rhe  Lord  gave  them  reft 
roundabout;  fee  Gen.  xvii.  Jofh.  x#tf  This  pointed 
to  the  refurredtion  of  Chrift,  who  brought  life  and  im¬ 
mortality  to  light  through  the  goipel  ;  this  is  the  day  of 
reft  that  remained  for  the  people  of  God,  who  by  faith 
came  boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace,  that  they  may  ob¬ 
tain  mercy  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need  ;  Heo* 
iv.  16  y  to  the  full  affuranee  of  hope  unto  the  end,  Heb, 
vu  11.  Heb,  x.  22.  Col.  it.  2.  The  full  affuranee  of 
underftanding,  of  the  myftery  of  God,  and  of  Chrift,  lec 
us  draw  near  with  a  true  heart,  in  full  affuranee  of  fain\ 
&c.  for  whofoever  is  born  of  God  overcometh  the  world* 
and  this  is  the  vidtory  that  overcometh  the  world,  even 
our  faith . 

So  being  Chr'ft's  and  (landing  in  the  faith  of  Jefus^ 
they  have  crucified  the  fkfh  with  the  affections  and  luft  ; 
ihefe  furg  a  new  long,  faying  thou  art  worthy  to  take 
the  book  and  open  the  leal  thereof,  for  thou  waft  (lain 
■  and  haft  redeemed  us  to  God  by  the  blood,  out  of  every 
kindred  and  tongue,  and  people  and  nation.  And  haft 
made  us  unto  our  God  kings  and  pr lefts,  and  we  fhafl 
lhall  reign  on  the  earth.  Rev.  v.  9,  10.  Ha.  xlii.  10* 
1  Cor.  vi.  20.  It  is  a  faithful  faying,  for  if  we  be  dead 
•with  him  we  lhall  aifo  five  with  him;  if  we  luffer  wc 
ftiali  aifo  reign  with  him>  &ck  2  Tim.  it.  1 1,  12.  Thefe 

are 


-mrcFpoken  of  in  Rev.  xiv.*  13,— And  I  heard  a  voice 
from  heaven,  faying  unco  me  write,  blefled  are  the  dead 
which  die  in  the  Lord,  yea,  faith  the  fpirit,  that  they 
may  reft  from  their  labours,  and  their  work  do  follow 

them.  s  9 

I  believe  to  die  in  the  Lord  means  this,  that  as  he  di¬ 
ed  for  all  then  were  all  dead;  that  is,  when  /he  died  on 
theerofs  we  died  in  hnn,  and  as  he  arofe  from  the  dead 
♦we  atfo  arofe  with  him  to  newnefs  of  life,  here  in  this 
world,  that  we  might  by  faith  in  him  reign  over  fin  and 
death,  on  the  earth  ;  fo  the  church  reft  from  their  labour 
mvder  the  law,  and  as  Chriftliveth  in  them  their  works 
of  love  do  follow  them,  as  a  witnefs  that  they  are  free  in 
Chrift,  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death  5  as  in  Rev„  xxitm 
s  to  7,  even  to  the  end  of  the  chapter,  which  ftiows  the 
travel  of  the  church,  relur  recti  on  of  Chrift  to  the  end  of 
time,  and  as  the  church  being  partakers  of  the  pureriv- 
^er  of  water  of  life,  that  proceeds  out  of  the  throne  o£ 
God  ahd  the  Lamb ;  and  by  the  virtue  of  this  river  of 
life  which  is  Chnft.  the  nations  are  healed.  And  there 
•fhall  be  no  more  curfe  but  the  throne  of  God  and  or  trie 


Lamb  fhall  be  in  it,  and  his  fervams  fhall  ferve  him  ;  and 
they  fhaii  fee  his  face  and  his  name  (hall  be  in  their  forc« 
f leads,  and  they  fhaii  reign  forever  and  ever.  The  wor¬ 
thy  Apoftie  Paul  being  brought  by  the  grace  of  God  to 
rejoice  in  this  bleffednefs,  faith  in  1  Cor.  xv,  57, — -But 
thanks  be  to  God  which  giveth  us  the  victory  through 
■our  Lord  J  of  us  Christ.  So  there  was  none  ro  deftroy  in 
all  God's  holy  mountain,  for  by  the  power  ofdi  vine  grace 
governing  the  mind,  that  the  paffions  of  the  elementary 
man  are  fubje&ed  and  fubordinated  to  adl  humanely,  for 
with  the  breath  of  his  lips  he  fhall  (lay  the  enmity  of  the 


carnal  mind,  called  the  wicked,  in  I  fa.  xi.  where  the 
prophet  ftiows  the  peaceable  ft  ate  of  the  gofpel  churchy 
in  the  latter  day,  that  the  wolf  alio  fhall  dwell  with  the 
iamb,  &c. 


They  fhaii  not  hurt  nor  deftroy  in  all  tiny  holy  moun¬ 
tain,  (the  mind  of  man,)  for  the  earth  (the  underftan- 
ding)  (hall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the 
'-waters  covers  the  fea,  &c.  and  -Jiis  reft  fhall  he  glorious. 

>  'John 
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faid  in  Rev,  xxii.  6, — And  he  faid  unto  me,  thcfs 
layings  are  faithful  and  true,  and  the  Lord  God  of  the 
holy  prophets  lent  his  angel  to  fliew  unto  his  fcrvants  the 
things  which  rnuft  fhortly  be  done.  This  that  muft 
fbortly  be  done  was  the  fulfillment  of  the  prophecies  of 
^  '  c '  m  t  g  in  the  fieih,  and  fulfilling  his  father*# 

will,  as  tie  (aid,  Luke  #xi.  In  this  chapter  he  gives  the 
ftgns  of ^ the  appointed  time,  which  was  then  nigh  at 
hand  j  fee  verfe  xxxii.  xxxui,— Verrily.  I  fay  unto  you.., 
this  generation  fhall  not  pafs  away ’till  all  be  fulfilled* 
heaven  and  earth  (the  old  heaven  and  the  old  earth)  (hall 
pafs  away,  but  nay  word  fhall  not  pafs  away  j  2  Pet.  Hi. 
i o,— For  the  counfel  of  God  it  fhall  not  ftand. 

1  hert'iore  as  tne  things  wnich  muft  fhortly  be  done 
was  abfolutely  done  and  finifhed  in  Jubilance  in  that 
generation,  and  maniafted  by  the  refurredion  of  Chrifl 
from  the  dead,  fo  alfp,  the  fame  refurredtion  power  re¬ 
veals  eternal  die  and  falvaticn  through  Chrift,  to  the 
childien  of  men  to  the  end  of  time  j  for  this  is  the  path 
of  the  juft  that  fh  i  n  e  £  h  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect 
riav  j  by  this  grace  ft  oners  are  converted  and  turned 
from  fin  to  righteoufnefs,  fo  in  God’s  time,  wherein  all 
things  are  beautiful,  He  {hall  gather  both  Jew  and  Gen¬ 
tile  from  the  uttmnoft  parts  of  theearth,  where  the  en¬ 
emy  hath  driven  them,  and  bring  them  to  Zion,— Ifa» 
St.  is.  And  it  hhali  come  to  pais  in  that  day,  the  Lotd 
fhall  fet  his  hand  again  rhefecond  time,  to  recover  the 
remnant  of  his' people,  &c.— See  jer.  x v i .  s4)  i  r. 
Therefore  as  the  Lord  hath  recovered  his  people  and 

brought  them  to  live  by  faith  in  thefon  of  God  fo  now 
Jmilulem  is  become  a  peaceable  habitation, for  the  Lord 
is  judge  among  the  nations,  and  by  his  rebukes  they 
fbdi  heat  their  ('words  into  plough- shares,  and  their 
fpears  into  pruning  hooks;  nation  •  fhall  not  lift  up 
two  id  againft  nation,  neither  fhall  they  learn  war  a  ay 
ptore.  iso  walking  as.  brethren  in  -this  pilgrimage  ftate, 
they  fay  with  Paul,  a  Cor.  tv.  17, — For  our  light  afflic¬ 
tion  which  is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  far 
more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.  See  3 
Cor.  a.  13.  John  s.  ia,  13.  i  heft;  having  received 
:  '  ’  •  Chrift, 
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Chfid,  had  power  to  become  the  Tons  of  God,  whole  ]6yi 
are  unlpeaKable  and  full  of  glory,  thus  perfevering  in 
good  works,  in  the  love  of  truth  ;  they  fay  as  in  2  Cor. 
v.  i,— For  we  know  that  if  our  earthy  houfe  of  this  tab¬ 
ernacle  were  dUTplved*  we  have  a  building  of  God,  m 
houfe  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.— 
They  have  this  confidence,  fee  Pfa.  xxiii.  4,  —Though  I 
walk  through  the  valley  of  the  fhaddow  of  death,  I  will 
tear  no  evil  for  thou  art  with  me  thy  rod  and  thy  ftaff ; 
they  comfort  me,  for  Chnft  going  through  death,  took 
away  the  fting  of  death,  and  deftroyed  him  that  had  the 
power  of  dea  h,  that  is  the  devil,  and  deliver  them,  who 
through  fear  of  death  were  all  their  life  time  iubjed  to 
bondage. 

Thus  by  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  the  children  of  men 
are  delivered  not  only  from  the  fear  of  death,  but  alfo 
from  benig  a  fubjed  to,or  of  bondage;  Firft,  Bv  being 
made  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the 
faints  in  light  ;  and  by  the  grace  of  God  are  delivered 
from  the  pmver  of  darknefs,  and  thereby  tranflated  into 
die  kingdom  of  his  dear  fon.  Second.  By  their  exit  oik 
of  time,  when  their  earthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle  fhall 
bediffolved,  and  they  enter  into  the  full  fruition  of  their 
building  of  God,  eternal  in  the  heavens,  not  made  with 
bands. 

Therefore  as  the  gofpel  difpenfation  is  that  kingdom 
fpoken  of  in  Dan.  ii>  44,; — And  in  the  days  of  thefe 
kings  fhall  the  God  of  heaven  fee  up  a  kingdom  which 
fhaii  never  be  deftroyed,  and  the  kingdom  (hall  not  be 
left  to  another  people,  but  it  fhall  break  in  pieces  and 
eoofume  ail  thefe  kingdoms,  and  it  fhall  ftand  forever* 
as  before  cited.  This  kingdom  is  given  to  the  faints  in 
which  they  reign  with  Chnft  on  the  eanh.  So  when 
uiey  depart  this  life  and  their  duft  return  to  theduft,  and 
the  ipiritto  God  that  gave  it;  they  enjoy  the  lame  gof- 
pei  dilpenfation  and  kingdom  of  glory,  that  they  did  en¬ 
joy  here  on  earth,  which  is  eternal  life  given  to  them  in 
Chrift  Jefus  ;  but  as  the  immortal  Ipinc  was  (own  in 
corruption,  Town  in  difhoeour,  it  is  Town  in  weaknefs,  ic 
1%  fown  a  natural  body,  this  being  Adarrds  elementary 
jpody  ic  mult  be  difiblvetL  Her© 
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Here  the  church  was  (aid  to  be  dead  in  (in,  &cJ 
which  by  the  lad  Adam  Jefus  Chrift,  at  die!  iafc  trumps 
far  the  trumpet  (hall  found  and  the  dead  fhall  be  raifed* 
incorrupuble,  and  we  fhall  be  changed. 

This  was  rmnifefted  by  the  death  and  refurrcdtion  of 
Chrift,  io  that  in  him  they  are  raffed  in  incarruption* 
raifed  m  glory,  railed  in  power,  it  is  railed  a  fpiritual  bo¬ 
dy,  which  being  raifed  incorruptible,  and  we  being 
changed,  fignifies  that  when  our  immortal  fpirits  fhall  be 
finally  feparated  from  this  corrupt  earthy  body,  then  we 
£ha!l  be  clothed  upon  widi  our  houfe,  which  is  frora 
fceaven.  Thus  he  changes  or  diiTolves  our  vile  bodr9 
shat  it  might  be  fafbioned  like  unto  his  glorious  body. 
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Therefore  I  believe  that  Chrift’s  dying  and  rifing 
Again  from  the  dead,  as  before  faid,  was  the  l  ift- and  the 
/only  time  chat  God  did  or  ever  will  appoint  to  judge  the 
world,  by  Chrift  in  ;  and  alfo  the  iaft  rcfuneddian  by 
which  afTurance  is  given  to  all  men,  in  that  he  hath  rai¬ 
led  him  from  the  dead,  for  fince  that  time  I  cannot  find 
in  the  feriprure,  any  figure  or  fign  given  of  Ohrid** 
coming  in  the  fifth  a  fccond  time,  to  die  for  fin,  nor  rile 
from  the  dead,  to  give  afTurance  of  life  to  all  men  ;  but 
1  believe  by  the  power  and  virtue  of  this  judgment  and 
4th 25;  refurredtion,  above  mentioned,  to  have  the  lame  ef¬ 
fect  in  the  min  Is  of  all  people  from  age  to  age,  to  give 
them  eternal  life  here,  as  it  hid  to  his  di Triples,  even  to 
•the  Iaft  period  of  time,  when  God  fhall  defeend  to  take 
all  h’s  church  home  to  glory. 

Thus  doth  the  power  of  the  refurredtion  of  Chrift  pre¬ 
vail,  from  generation  to  generation,  to  the  Iaft  period  of 
time.  Now  were  the  churches  fuffering  in  the  fiefii  fil¬ 
led  up,  which  was  behind,  of  the  afflictions  of  Chrift* 
which  was  left  for  his  name  to  (offer  in  character,  by  his 
churches  fuffering  for  Chrifl's  fake,  while  thev  remained 
m  the  flelh,  after  he  had  buffered  far  them  according  to 
$he  will  of  God  in  his  fifth,  and  the  end  had  come,  oi  the 
difpeniation  of  the  law  of  Moles,  having  (polled  princi¬ 
palities  and  powers,  and  making  a  (hew  of  them  openly, 
triumphing  over  them  in  it,  and  had  delivered  up  the 
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kingdom  to  God,  even  the  father ;  then  the  fcn'alfo  hi  mu 
felf  become  fobjed  unto  him,  i.  e .  in  regard  of  the  chur¬ 
ches  buffering  (or  his  lake  in  this  world,  for  in  his  breth¬ 
ren  he  receives  a  charader  of  a  fan,  whereof  Paul  was 
made  a  minifter  according  to  the  cifperdatior  of  God 
which  was  given  to  him,  to  ini  fill  the  word  of  God.  £cr-~ 
$n  the  my  fiery  which  hath  been  hid  from  ages  and  gen¬ 
erations,  but  now  is  made  manift.fi  to  the  faints. 

This  difpenfation  being  fulfilled  in  regard  of  the  chur¬ 
ches  travel  in  this  life,  and  the  final  diffoluticn  of  all 
earthy  and  elementary  objeds,fpoken  of  in  2  Pet.  iik  iqt> 
which  did  appear  in  the  mind  of  faints  a&done,atChri(Ts 
refurredion,  and  now  is  completed  to  the  whole  body* 
So  the  oath  of  the  angel  is  fulfilled,  not  only  that  the 
sime  of  the  difpenfation  of  Mofes’s  law  fhouSd  be  no  led¬ 
ger,  but  alfo  that  time  fhould  be  no  longer,  that  the 
church  fhould  f offer  in  this  world. 

So  that  now  i n  the  laft  period  of  time,  all  things  being 
ready,  it  is  faid,  at  the  laft  trump,  for  the  trumpet  fhall 
found,  and  the  dead  fhall.  be  railed  incorruptible,  and 
'  we  fhail  be  changed,  (that  is)  freed  from  mortality.  This 
laft  trumpet  was  alio  the  firft  that  ever  did  proclaim  fab- 
vation  and  eternal  life  to  mankind,  by  and  through  J.e- 
fus  Chrift  our  Lord  $•  i ft,  by  promife,  and,  by  prophe¬ 
cy,  jd,  by  the  coming  of  Chrift  who  was  promifed,  and 
did  fulfill  all  that  the  prophets  laid  concerning  him, which 
was  to  fettle  all  affairs  in  his  fathers  kingdom,  and  pre¬ 
sent  to  himfelf  the  church  glorious,  without  blemifh,  as 
the  apoftle  faith,  that  we  may  prelent  every  man  perfect 
in  Chrift  Jeffs.  Col.  i.  aS,  laft  part.  And  as  this  was 
the  laft  judgment,  and  the  laft  reffrredion,  therefore  it 
was  the  appointed  time  of  a  full  and  complete  reforma¬ 
tion  to  take  place,  in  every  refptd,  by  this  perftd  and 
abfolute  reformer,  who  by  the  grace  of  God  taftfd  death 
for  every  man  ;  and  did  at  this  time  make  full  rtftitmk  n 
of  all  things  ;  fee  Ads  m.  21  y — And  he  laid  it  is  fin:- 
ihed. 

Now  as  the  travel  of  the  church  of  Chrift  here  on 
earth,  according  to  the  purpofe  of  God  had  come  to  an 
•nd,1  4thj  as  this  is  the  laft  time  that  we  have  any  ac¬ 
count 
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count  of  in  the  holy  fcripturcs,  as  I  remrmher,  that  this 
trumpet  fhould  found,  therefore  it  faith,  r  Theff.  iv.  ii$. 
For  the  Lord  himfslf  fhali  defceod  from  heaven  with  a 
in  out,  with  the  voice  o  f  the  Arch  angel*  and  with  the 
trump  of  God',  and  the  dead  in  Chrift  (hall  rife  I 

take  thefe  words  of  the  Apoille  to  manifeft  the  whole  of 
the  churches  travel  in  this  world  to  be  finished*  and  ever? 
thing,  both  natural  and  fpirttual,  returns  to  the  fame 
place  or  iubfhoce  from  whence  they  did  originate* 
Therefore  the  Loid  hjjmfelf  fhali  ,defce-rid  from  heaved 
with  a  fhout,  as  with  the  voice  of  the  greateft  authority 
and  viftory,  that  was  gained  by  his  fon  for  his  people* 
and  the  diffolving  all  evil,  which  is  the  meaning  of  the 
parable  Chrift  fpakc  to  them  that  thought  the  kingdom 
of  God  fhouSd  then  immediately  appear  He  faid* 
therefore  a  certain  nobleman  went  into  a  far  country  to 
receive  for  fiitnfelf  a  kingdom,  and  to  return,  and  then 
fettled  with  his  lervants,  &c.  See  Luke  11  to  the 


28. 

This  is  the  end  of  time  prophecied  of  in  Dan.  xti.  1  3. 
v  Ifa,  Ivii.  2.  At  this  time  by  this  voice,  God  (hall  caufe 
the  world  and  all  that  is  therein,  to  attend  his  awful 
voice,  and  he  will  gather  out  of  his  kingdom  all  things 
that  offend,  and  them  that  do  iniquity  *  and  (hall  caft 
them  into  a  furnace  of  fire,  there  (hall  be  wailing-  and 
gnafhinp  of  teeth.  The  fame  in  Maiachi  iv.  2,* — -For 
behold  she  day  cometh  that  (ball  burn  as  an  oven,  and 
all  the.protid,  yea,  all  that  do  wickedly,  (bail  be  ftuble, 
and  the  day  that  cometh  (hall  burn  them  up  faith  the 
Lord  of  hob,  that  it  fhali  leave  them  neither  root  nor 
branch.  Thus  the  fervent  heat  of  God’s  love  did  dil- 
fol ve,  and  caufe  to  pafs  away  all  things  that  could  be  (ha- 
ken,  as  things  that  ate  made, that  thole  things  which  can¬ 
not  oe  fhaken  might  remain.  So  by  the  voice  of  God, 
the  lea,  death  and  lid!  delivered  up  the  dead  which  were 
in  them,  and  they  werejddged  every  man  according  to 
their  works,  which  was  according  to  the  judgment  of 
that  appointed  day,  that  God  did  judge  the  world  in 
righteoulnefs  by  that  man  Jelus,  whom  he  ordained, (and 
the  judgment  thus  declared,)— Whereof  he  hath  given 

affuranc* 
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* ffurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath  ralfed  him 

the  dead,  •  '  '  .  '  •  -f 

Therefore  as  ail  men  are  fan&ified  by  Chrift,  from  all 
things,  from  which  they  could  not  be  juftified  by  the 
law  of  Mofes,  they  did  rife  with  Chrift  from  the  dead,  to 
life  eternal  $  for  the  wrath  of  God  Was  revealed  from 
he  aven  againft  all  ungodlinefs'  and  unrighteoufnds,  of 
thele  all  men,  which  is  the  adverfary,  by  which  they 
were  kept  in  bondage  under  the  dements  of  this  world, 
which  is  that  wicked  that  was  revealed,  whom  the  Lord 
will  confume  with  the  fpirit  ol  his  mouth,  and  fhall  del* 
troy  with  the  brightnels  of  his  coming.  See  Adis  xviii 
31.  Ads xiii.  39.  Ram.  i.  iS.  2  Theff.  it.  3.  Efthec 
vii.  6.  Il'a.  xi.  4.  Rev.  xix.  20. 

Thus  death  and  hell  were  call  into  the  lake  of  fire, 
this  is  the  fecond  death.  This  wicked  beins?  our  old 
man  that  was  crucified  with  Chrift,  it  was  the  evil  devices 
in  a  man’s  heart  ;  fo  it  is  the  man  of  fin  and  fun  of  perdi¬ 
tion,  the  men  crept  in  unawares,  who  were  before  of  old 
ordained  to  this  condemnation,  thefe  men  are  called,  \a 
1  Pet.  ii.  1,— -Malice,  and  Guile,  and  Hvpucrilics,  and 
Envies,  and  all  evil  fpeaking  ;  and  in  Rom.  /.  24.^ 
Wherefore  Godalfo  gave  them  up  to  uncleannefs, through 
the  lufts  of  their  own  hearts  ;  in  John  Hi.  18  ;  called 
unbelief,  which  is  the  caufeof  their  condemnation  ;  alia 
2,  Theft,  ii.  9,  10,  11, 12.  Rom.  Hi.  8  to  the  19.  Here¬ 
in  is  let  forth  the  pradtife  of  ail  mankind  while  they  re¬ 
main  in  a  date  of  unbelief,  whole  names  in  this  wicked 
praflifeand  character,  are  not  found  written  in  the  book 
of  life,  and  therefore  are  cad  with  death  and  hell  into 
the  lake  of  fire,  which  is  the  filial  end  of  ail  evil.  Rev* 
*a\  13,  14,  15.  Then  (hall  the  righteous  fhine  forth  ai 
the  fun  in  the  kingdom  of  their  father,— Matt.  xiii.  43* 
Thus  the  Lord  hath  judged  both  the  righteous  and  thg 
wicked,  and  hath  justified  the  righteous  and  condemned 
the  wicked. 

Therefore  at  this  appointed  day,  when  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  Chrift’s  body  fhall  arifeand  unite  in  one  glorious 
body,  in  perfect  holinefs,  we  have  this  account  of  the  or¬ 
der  of  their  rifing,  as  it  faith,-— And  the’  dead  in  Chrift 
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rife  firft,  for  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even  fo  in  Chrift 
iliall  ail  be  made  alive.  Buc  every  man  in  his  own  order. 
Guilt  the  tii'll  fruits,  afterward  they  that  are  Chrift’s  at 
his  coming.  I  underitand  every  man  in  his  own  order, 
that  according  to  the  covenant  of  God’s  peace,  ordered 
in  all  things  and  lure,  to  mean  this,  that  the  man  Chrift 
Jelus  did  arile  as  the  liiit  fruits  of  the  order  of  this  cov¬ 
enant,  that  as  he  arofe  from  the  dead  to  man i fell  ;  that 
he  had  aboliflted  death  and  brought  life  and  immortality 
to  light,  that  they  that  was  Guilt’ s  might  appear  with 
him  at  his  coming. 

So  that  the  order  of  the  other  man  which  is  the  old 
man  of  fin,  that  did  evil  unto  the  refurrection  of  damna¬ 
tion,  thefe  appeared  with  lhame  and  everlafting  contempt, 
therefore  all  things  are  at  this  time  fettled  by  Chrift,  in 
God’s  kingdom,  and  then  cometh  the  end  ■,  which  1  fake 
to  be  the  fulfilling  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  in  regard  of 
his  churches  travel  herein  time,  and  as  Chrift  reftored 
that  he  took  not  away,  this  day  of  reftoration  Avows  the 
eflfefts  thereof,  that  all  God’s  people  fnall  be  made 
kings  and  priefts  unto  God  and  his  father,  and  fhall 
reign  with  him  forever  ;  and  the  dead  in  Chrift  fhall  rife 
firft,  thefe  are  they  that  die  a  natural  death  in  all  ages  to 
this  time,  whole  bodies  returns  to  the  duft,  and  the  fpi- 
rit  to  God  that  gave  it  j  thefe  are  faid  to  be  afleep  a* 
David,  i  Kings  ii.  to, — So  David  flepc  with  his  fathers 
and  was  buried,  &e.  concerning  which  the  ApoftJe 
would  not  have  his  brethren  ignorant  of,  that  they  might 
not  lorrow  like  the  unbeliever  that  believes  nor,  that  God 
will  fave  all  men  according  to  his  covenant  oath  in 
Chrift  jefos,  and  faith,  i  Theft,  ii.  14,  15,  16,  17,  jg, 
— For  it  we  believe  that  Jefus  died  and  rofe  again,  even 
fo  them  alio  which  fl ceps  in  Jefus,  will  God  bring  with 
him,  not  one  of  aii  Adam’s  offspring  loft.  Then  with 
confidence  thus, — For  this  we  fay  unto  you  by  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  that  we  which  are  alive,  and  remain  unto 
the  coming  of  the  Lord,  fhall  not  prevent  them  that  are 
iifleep.  Thefe  fiiall  defeend  from  heaven  with  the  Lord, 
io  are  faid  to  rife  firft,  then  we  which  are  alive  and  re¬ 
main,  fhall  be  caught  up  together  with  them  in  the  clouds, 
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as  in  the  power  of  his  love,  he  will  diffolve  or  change  our 
vile  body,  which  I  underftand  thus,  that  our  immortal 
fpirits  are  changed  and  feparated  from  this  vile  earthy  bo¬ 
dy,  and  that  forever.  So  with  them,  to  meet  the  Lord 
in  the  air,  of  his  eternal  love,  peace  and  perfect  holmefs. 
See.  and  fo  fhall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord. 

r he  body  or  houfe  we  now  enjoy  is  our  houfe  of  im¬ 
mortality,  which  is  from  heaven,  and  is  fafiaioned  like 
the  glorious  body  of  Chrift,  being  the  fame  body  we 
were  clothed  with  before  the  world  began. 

I  do  not  believe  that  God  takes  any  part  of  this  earth¬ 
ly  elementary  body  to  fpiritualize,  to  mix  with  Cnriftg 
glorious  body,  to  make  it  more  glorious  than  it  was  be¬ 
fore  the  world  began,  for  this  would  have  been  fomething 
that  Chrift  never  prayed  for,  he  Laid,  Father  glorify  thou 
me,  with  the  fame  glory  that  I  had  with  thee  before  the 
world  began  ;  which  prayer  is  now  fulfilled  without  any 
additional  glory.  Here  is  eternal  uninterrupted  joys* 
Amen. 

Now  knowing  and  believing  that  this  glorious  day  of 
reft  will  come,  the  blefTed  apoftle  gives  his  brethren  tnis 
fweet  advice,— Wherefore  comfort  one  another  .with  thele 
words.  The  Apoftle  Paul  doth  reckon  our  believing, 
our  being  thus  delivered  from  bondage,  and  brought  in¬ 
to  the  full  fruition  of  eternal  freedom  and  happineis  by 
the  refurreftion  of  Chrift,  to  be  a  Efficient  motive  to  en¬ 
gage  our  minds  to  follow  the  directions  given  in  the  laffe 
chapter  of  this  epiltle,  fay  ing,  Let  us  who  are  of  the  ^  day 
be  fober,  putting  on  thebreaft  plate  of  faith  and  love, 
and  for  an  helmet  the  hope  of  falvation  ;  then  gives  the 
beftreafon  for  fo  doing,  For  God  hath  not  appointed  us 
to  wrath,  but  to  obtain  falvation  by  our  Lord  Jelua 
Chrift,  &c. 

The  apoftle  Peter  was  engaged  in  the  fame  caufe,  a 
Pet.  iit.  Saith  verfe  1 1,— Seeing  then  that  all  thele 
things  fhall  bediffolved,  what  manner  of  perfons  ought 
ye  to  be  in  all  holy  converiation  and  godlinefs,  look¬ 
ing  for,  and  hafting  unto  the  coming  of  the  day  of  God, 
&c.  Then  he  recommended  our  beloved  brother  Paul's 
writings  a&  worthy  our  moft  ferious'  attendance,  that  a$ 
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•re  look  for  a  new"  he avcn,and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dweL 

Jcrth  rigfutoufnels  j  we  may  be  diligent,  walking  bf 
faich  in  the  love  of  the  truth,  that  we  may  be  found  of 
hirn,  from  day  today  in  our  minds,  in  peace  without 
Ipot  and  blamids,  taking  care  left  we  be  led  away  with  the 
errors  or  r he  wicked,  that  through  the  ignorance  of  unbe- 
lief  wrelt  this,  as  they  do  the  other  icriptures  to  their 
ovvn  deftrudbon,  and  il)  you  fall  from  your  own  fled  raft- 
nets  ;  then  he  concludes,  thus, — But  grow  m  grace  and 
in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chnft, 
to  him  be  glory  both  now  and  forever,  Amen. 

So  as  candidates  of  the  employment  and  enjoyment  of 
this  heavenly  country,  that  while  we  fojcurn  m  the  fiefh 
vve  may  know  by  the  light  of  the  fpirit  of  truth,  when  i& 
is  that  with  our  mind  we  lerve  the  law  of  God,  &  when 
it  is  that  with  the  fiefh  we  lerve  the  law  fin.  So  we 
isnderftand  this  by  experience,  that  he,  that  is,  the  old 
man  of  fin  that  is  in  our  Pi  dig  which  is  unjuft,  is  unjuft 
fidi,  and  that  he  in' us,  that  is  in  our  fkfb  that  is  filthy 
is  filthy  fhllj  and  he,  that  is  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  churcti 
in  him,  that  is  righteous  and  holy,  is  holy  (till  ;  this  is 
of  God  &  is  that  remains  which  cannot  be  fhaken,butW 
that  is  filthy  mult  be  con  fumed,  as  has  been  laid  above. 

Therefore  1  confider  that  it  is  in  this  God  like  bene¬ 
volent  human  fpirit,  that  God.*  people,  who  believe  on 
Chrift  as  the  fcrspture  bath  laid,  do  walk  in  love  and  fol¬ 
low  peace  with  ail  men,  and  hate  every  Life  way,  thefe 
neither  add  uwto,  nor  takes  away  from  the  words  ef  the 
prophecy  of  this  book.  Thefe  having  rafted  that 


Lord  ts  gracious,  who  will  have  all  men  to  be  laved  and 
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come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth, 
the  go f pel  fptrir,  it  is  find,  and  the  fpirit  and  the  bride 
lav  come,  and  lee  him  that  heart! h  fay  come,  and  let  him, 
hat  is  arhirft  come,  and  whomever  will,  let  him  take  the 
waters  of  fife  freely. 

Now  in  wim-d-s  of  die  truth  of  what  is  written  in  the 
prophecy  G  tfc.s  book,  it  is  laid,— He  which  tdiifieth 
thefe  things  iaithG  nicely  l  come  quickly.  Amen,  even  io 
■tome  Lord  fid  s.  Now  this  is  the  portion  of  them  all 
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Jefus  Chrift  be  with  you  all  Amen.  Thus  through  ma* 
ny  embarafments,  I  have  given  my  imperfedt  ideas  of 
the  holy  fcriptures,  wherein  is  contained  the  foundation, 
and  abfolute  caufe  of  man’s  happinefs,  both  in  time  and 
eternity,  as  the  fcriptures  manifeft  to  us  the  charafter  and 
office  of  God  the  father,  God  the  fon,  and  God  the  ho¬ 
ly  ghoft,  which  are  one  in  effence  of  Deity,  in  whom  all 
happinefs  confifteth,  and  from  whom  is  emanated  all  the 
eonfummate  confutations  that  the  children  of  men  Hand 
in  need  of,  both  in  time  and  eternity;  fo  that  without 
conrroverfy  great  is  the  myftery  of  Godlinefs,  God  mani- 
fefts  in  the  fkfh,  &c.  which  the  natural  man  cannot  un¬ 
derhand,  but  is  revealed  to  believers  by  the  fpirit  of  Je¬ 
fus,  which  grace  teaches  us  to  deny  all  ungodlinefs,  and 
to  live  foberly  and  righteouflv  in  this  preienc  world* 
So  we  may  look  for  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great 
God,  and  our  faviour  Jefus  Chrift,  who  hath  redeemed 
us  from  all  iniquity. 

TO  CONCLUDE. 

If  what  is  written  in  the  foregoing  treatife  be  true, 
then  every  thing  that  comes  to  pafi  in  time  or  eternity, 
was  defigned  by  the  benevolent  parent  of  the  univerfe 
before  the  world  began,  fn  whom  alfbwe  have  obtained 
an  inheritance,  being  predeftinated  according  to  the  pur- 
pole  of  him,  who  vvorketh  all  things  after  the  counfel  of 
his  own  will.  See  Eph.  i.  n.  Phil.  ii.  6.  Therefore 
as  this  bleffed  inheritance  was  given  to  us  in  Chrift  Je¬ 
fus  before  the  world  began,  and  now  is  revealed  to  u$  by 
the  fpirit  of  Jefus,  that  now  believing  the  truth  are  made 
free  indeed,  and  leated  with  the  holy  fpirit  of  promife* 
So  as  the  foundation  of  God  ftandeth  lure,  having  this 
feal  the  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  his,  and  let  every 
one  that  nameth  the  name  of  Chrift  depart  from  iniquity. 
Thefe  are  not  to  be  moved  by  thefe  ailluftions,  knowing 
that  we  are  appointed  thereunto  ;  i  Theft.  Hi.  3.  For 
we  are  his  workmanship  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto 
good  works,  which  God  hath  before  ordained  that  we 
Ihouid  walk  in  them  ;  Ephe.  ii.  10 ;  being  ordained  to 
eternal  life.  A£ts  xiii.  A6ls  x.  42.  So  alfo  is  the 
picked -ordained  to  this  condemnation  *  Jude  iv.  2. 
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Theft.  n.  12.  Thus  we  fee  according  to  the  fcriptures, 
all  things  that  betides  the  children  of  men,  in  time  and 
eternity,  is  ordained  of  God,  who  doth  judge  the  right¬ 
eous  and  the  wicked,  whofe  counfel  lhall  ftand,  who  will 
do  all  his  pleafure. 

Therefore  as  Chrift  by  the  grace  of  God  tafted  death 
for  every  man,  that  all  might  be  faved,  fo  then  all  man¬ 
kind  ought  to  be  obedient  to  the  heavenly  call,  and  truft 
in  God  at  all  times,  who  is  all  their  falvation  ;  in  fine 
£et  the  church  of  Chrift  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation 
wherewith  they  are  called. — Love  as  brethren. — Live  in 
fellowfhip  one  with  another  in  the  things  of  this  world, 
as  well  as  in  fpiritual  comforts,  that  there  be  lack  of 
nothing,  but  as  children  of  one  family  warring  againft 
all  evil,  and  building  one  another  up  in  the  moft  holy 
faith. — Looking  for  the  coming  of  Chrift,  they  fa y  come 
Lord  Jcfus,  come  quickly.- - Amen. 
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